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Stockton-on-Tees News is 
published by Stockton-on-Tees 
Borough Council and distributed 
to households across the Borough 
free of charge. If you have not 
received a copy please email 
snews@stockton.gov.uk or call 
01642 528146.

Alternatively, if you need to contact 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough 
Council, please call 01642 
393939.

Stockton-on-Tees News aims 
to provide information about the 
Council, its partner organisations, 
local community groups and 
businesses.  Every effort is 
made to ensure all information is 
accurate and up-to-date at the 
time of publication.  We always 
welcome your views, comments 
and feedback about the magazine.
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Stockton-on-Tees News 
is produced by Stockton-
on-Tees Borough Council’s 
Communications Team and 
designed by Twentyseven Design.  
Pictures are courtesy of Stuart 
Boulton, Dave Charnley, Andrew 
Heptinstall, Gilbert Johnston, 
Dawn McNamara, Gary Walsh, 
and others.

There is an audio version of 
Stockton-on-Tees News.  Email 
snews@stockton.gov.uk or call 
01642 528146 to order a 
copy.

Welcome to 
the November 
edition of 
Stockton-on-
Tees News.
We are delighted to share with you a whole host of festive 
events in this edition. Starting with the launch of Stockton 
Sparkles on Thursday 24 November, there is the opportunity 
to create Christmas crafts, sing carols and more across the 
Borough. Visit the Stockton Sparkles Christmas Market where 
you can buy a special gift for a loved one or catch a glimpse of 
Santa on Wheels, who is returning to bring cheer to everyone. 
Turn to pages 14 to 16 for a full round-up of events and 
activities.

There are also some great events being held at ARC, Stockton 
Globe, Princess Alexandra Auditorium and The Georgian 
Theatre. Find out more in our What’s On feature on pages 29 to 
31 or visit www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees

Meanwhile, the Council is doing all it can to support our 
residents with the rising costs of energy, food and other bills. 
Find out more about the support available around the cost of 
living on page 9.

We are pleased to share the Employment and Training Hub has 
new facilities to help everyone, whether you are looking for 
employment or a business owner. Read about the support they 
offer on page 20. The Council is also continuing to invest in our 
six towns and you can find out more on pages 18 and 19.

We are putting our heroes in the spotlight with a call for 
nominations for the Mayor’s Civic Awards for 2023. Read about 
how you can nominate an individual, group or business for 
making a difference on page 23. It is also now even easier to 
contact the Council as we have increased our range of online 
forms and you can read about it on page 24.

Many of you will know that I am leaving the Council at the 
end of the year after more than 30 years working in local 
government. I’m delighted to welcome Mike Greene as 

Stockton-on-Tees’ new Managing Director.

Finally, on behalf of Stockton-on-Tees Borough 
Council, my very best wishes for Christmas and 

a healthy and safe 2023.

Julie Danks
Managing Director  
Stockton-on-Tees 
Borough Council
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Primary school 
admissions now open
If your child was born between 1 
September 2018 and 31 August 
2019, they will be due to start 
primary school in September 
2023. 

Parents of children due to start school next year should have 
received a letter explaining the admissions process from the 
Council’s School Admissions Team. If you haven’t received a 
letter please email school.admissions@stockton.gov.uk or 
contact School Admissions on 01642 526605. 

Applications can be made online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
and the deadline for applications is Sunday 15 January 2023. 

To apply online, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/apply-primary

Your award-
winning Council
Two Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council 
teams have recently won awards, 
whilst the Council itself has retained 
its accreditation for customer service 
excellence.
The Council's Catering Team has gained national 
recognition as Best Service Team at this year’s 
Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) Awards, 
whilst the Animal Welfare Team has been awarded ‘Gold’ in 
the stray dogs category of the RSPCA PawPrints Awards.

The Customer Service Excellence national quality mark 
recognises organisations that have a customer-focused 
commitment in all that they do. 

Social workers from Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council 
have also been short-listed in four categories in this year’s 
annual Social Worker of the Year Awards.

The award ceremony took place on Friday 4 November 
(after we went to print). Find out how they got on at  
www.socialworkawards.com

Photo ID at the May 2023 election
From May 2023 voters across England will be 
required to bring photo identification to vote 
in polling stations. 

A new form of identification, the Voter Authority Certificate, will 
be introduced as a free form of identification available to those 
who do not have another form of eligible ID. Information on how 
to apply for this identification will be available from January 
2023.

http://www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees


Our regular “Spotlight On” 
feature highlights the vital 
work the Borough’s voluntary, 
community and social enterprise 
organisations are carrying out 
across Stockton-on-Tees. 
Shape the Play, led by North Riding 
County Football Association, is working 
to increase physical activity to improve 
health and wellbeing in communities 
across the Borough through football-
inspired activities. 

Funded by Sport England and the 
Football Foundation, the project works 
closely with members of the community 
to put on sessions that encourage 
social opportunities alongside physical 
activity.

There are lots of things already 
happening through Shape the Play. They 
include dance fusion and “Soccercise”, 
alongside pure football sessions for 
groups like over 50s and asylum seekers 
running every week.

The project is open to all but is 
particularly looking to engage with 
four communities within Stockton and 
Thornaby: women, people with learning 
disabilities, people with long term 
health conditions, and ethnically diverse 
communities.

“Shape the Play works in a different 
way to other projects as it’s genuinely  
community driven”, said James Hadman, 
Programme Manager.

“We regularly speak to a wide range of 
people and partners, each with valuable 
experiences and knowledge on where 
their community needs support the 
most.

“Hearing what people have to say 
and then acting on it as a result is an 
incredibly rewarding and humbling 
experience, and the results are 
fantastic.”

If you’d like to know more or get involved, 
search “Shape the Play” on social media, 
or contact James Hadman on  
james.hadman@northridingfa.com

Community Partnerships
The seven Community Partnerships across 
Stockton-on-Tees are working to: 
• Tackle poverty
•  Help our communities to be cohesive, strong and welcoming
• Tackle loneliness
Here we take a look at some of the upcoming Community Partnership 
events you can get involved in. 

Christmas crafts
Throughout November, the Community 
Partnerships are holding free 
Christmas craft workshops for you to 
create your very own Christmas star. 
Come along and try something new or 
if you already have a skill like knitting or 
crocheting, get involved and share your 
talent with your community.

A Christmas craft session is running 
every Thursday until 24 November, 
9.30am-11.30am, at Thornaby Central 
Library, Wrightson House, Pavilion 
Shopping Centre, TS17 9EW.

Trails in your community
The Christmas trails are back! Each 
of the partnerships will be running a 
competition for schools to decorate 
and design stars for this year’s Star 
Trails. There will be a trail in each of 
the seven communities, where you’ll 
be able to find and follow the winning 
stars in each area.

Last year's trails featured stockings 
designed by local schools

For more dates, locations and information about all the Community Partnerships, 
visit www.stockton.gov.uk/community-partnerships or visit your local Community 
Partnership Facebook page:

Billingham Communities: @BillinghamCo

Ingleby Barwick Communities: @InglebyBarwickCo

Norton Communities: @NortonCo

Stockton Central Communities: @StocktonCentralCo

Stockton West Communities: @StocktonWestCo

Thornaby Communities: @ThornabyCo

Stockton Rural Communities: @StocktonRuralCo

Have you tried the Stockton Information Directory?
There’s lots going on in communities across Stockton-on-Tees. Here’s a small snapshot of 
what’s happening. If you’re interested in finding a new hobby or want to join a group or club, 
search what’s available on the Stockton Information Directory by visiting  
www.stocktoninformationdirectory.org

All artists welcome
Calendar-Alt Tuesdays, 1.30pm – 3:30pm
Map-marker-alt  Grindon Parish Hall, Thorpe Thewles

 £4 per session
 07517 504467

The Thorpe Thewles Art Club provides 
a safe space for locals to make art and 
friendships. 

From painting with watercolours and 
acrylics to drawing with pencil, the 
group is open to all ages and abilities, 
and more than equipped to help new 
learners excel. 

Carve your legacy 
Calendar-Alt   Thursdays, 11.30am – 2pm 

Saturdays, 9am – 12noon
Map-marker-alt  St Cuthbert’s Church Hall, Billingham

 £ 2 weekly fee and £5 annual 
membership 

 clevelandcarvingclub@gmail.com

The Cleveland Carving Club in 
Billingham has been helping locals carve 
a legacy into wood for almost a decade. 
The group is now looking for new 
members to join. 

Carvers of all abilities are welcome to 
attend but anyone from 13 to 16 must 
have adult supervision. Club tools are 
available for beginners. 

Put your best foot forward
Calendar-Alt  Various
Map-marker-alt  Various 

 Free
 07823 413242
  gill.watson@volunteeringmatters.

org.uk

If you’re a man aged 50 or over and 
looking to get out of the house and try 
something new, Volunteering Matters 
want to hear from you. They provide a 
range of activities including walking 
groups, walking football, exercise and 
activity classes, cooking workshops and 
reminiscence sessions. Get in touch to 
find out what’s available in your area.

12 Days of Christmas 
Giving Project
Bright Minds, Big Futures (BMBF) is an award-
winning movement of young people working 
together with the Council to make the Borough 
a great place to grow up. This Christmas they 
are giving back to the local community by 
volunteering and fundraising.
The 12 Days of Christmas Giving project will offer many 
charitable activities throughout December including litter 
picking, creating Christmas hampers for care homes, and 
supporting local food banks and community pantries.

If you are or know a young person who would like to join BMBF 
and get involved, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/BMBF or email 
brightmindsbigfutures@stockton.gov.uk

Follow the BMBF social media accounts to find out more 
and keep up with the latest updates.

 /brightmindsbigfutures
@_bmbf
@_bmbf

mailto:james.hadman@northridingfa.com
https://www.facebook.com/brightmindsbigfutures
https://www.instagram.com/_bmbf/
mailto:clevelandcarvingclub@gmail.com


Hardwick Green 
Primary School

The next steps of a huge 
£57.7million investment 
in the Borough’s school 
and nursery buildings have 
recently been agreed.
The Council-led programme is funded by money the Council 
has secured from Government, plus contributions from schools 
and developers.

£58million investment in schools
A number of upgrades have already been completed, with more 
now set to get under way.

The investment programme comes at a time when the 
Borough’s children and young people are outperforming their 
national counterparts in several academic areas.

These include GCSE results in English and maths, early years 
development in English and maths, and reading, writing and 
maths levels at Key Stage 2. 

And 93 per cent of the Borough’s children are attending a 
primary school rated “Good” or “Outstanding” by Ofsted – 
again, above the regional and national average.

Here’s a round-up of where the programme is coming to next.

Ash Trees Academy
Due to a lack of space at Ash Trees Academy, a £1million 
scheme to build two new classrooms at Billingham South 
Primary School has been agreed. This “satellite provision” 
will be delivered by Ash Trees and will provide an additional 
20 special school places in the Borough.

Abbey Hill Academy
A sum of £185,000 has been set aside to support Abbey Hill 
to make some physical alterations at North Shore Academy, 
where it currently delivers specialist support to a small 
number of pupils with moderate learning difficulties. 

Oxbridge Lane Primary School
A total of £7.5million has been set aside to redevelop the 
school. A number of options – including the opportunity 
to bring the nursery on site – are being considered and 
consulted on. 

Ian Ramsey CE Academy/St Michael's 
Catholic Academy
Work to create new changing facilities is ongoing at Ian 
Ramsey CE Academy, while discussions with St Michael's 
Catholic Academy about providing outdoor play areas 
including an all-weather pitch are also continuing.

Outwood Academy Bishopsgarth
Work is getting under way on a new £6.2million block that will 
increase the school's capacity by 300 places.

Bishopton Pupil Referral Unit
Work is getting under way on a £6million extension and a 
refurbishment of existing buildings to modernise facilities.

Egglescliffe School and Sixth Form
The construction of a new teaching block is progressing 
well as part of a £12.5million project which also includes 
improvements to the sixth form block and hall.

Early Years provision
A further £200,000 has been allocated in addition 
to the £385,000 already committed to allow more 
early years providers to create communication 
and language focused play areas like these at 
Hardwick Green Primary Academy and Our Lady of 
the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Academy.

The fallen tree climbing 
frame at Hardwick Green 
Primary School

Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Rosary Catholic Academy

Our Lady of the Most Holy 
Rosary Catholic Academy

Bishopton Pupil Referral Unit Oxbridge Lane Primary School



Free food and fun 
this Christmas 
Children across Stockton-on-Tees 
are invited to take part in a range 
of fun activities during the school 
holidays this Christmas.
The sessions are free for any children aged five to 16 who 
live in the Borough and are in receipt of benefits-related free 
school meals, Universal Credit, or are from families that are 
experiencing financial difficulties.

They are running throughout the Christmas holidays and offer 
the chance to try new things, learn new skills and make friends, 
and there’s a healthy meal included each day too. 

From sports to Christmas inspired arts and crafts and film 
making, there is a range of activities to try.

The Holidays Are Fun (HAF) programme is led by Stockton-on-
Tees Borough Council in partnership with Catalyst, Tees Active 
and over 15 voluntary and community sector organisations 
from across the Borough.

Find out more and book at:

Desktop  www.stockton.gov.uk/haf

  haf@stockton.gov.uk 

 01642 527752

You can adopt,  
with support from us
Adoption Tees Valley invites you to an information event to find out 
more about adoption, the application process, the children waiting and 
the support available.
Upcoming in-person and virtual events will take place on Tuesday 13 December and Tuesday 10 
January at 5.30pm at Adoption Tees Valley, Oxbridge Avenue, Stockton on Tees, TS18 4LE, 5.30pm, 
and on Thursday 26 January as a virtual event.

Find out more at adoptionteesvalley.org.uk or call 01642 526400.

Cost of Living 
Support
With the price of energy, food and 
other bills rising, many people are 
finding it hard to keep up with the 
cost of living.
Here we’ve listed just some of the support available for you to 
help with your household finances. For more information about 
support and advice available, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/cost-
of-living-hub

Check your benefit 
entitlement
The government’s Help for Households website gives 
information on a range of financial support, from Universal 
Credit to Carer's Allowance. Its online calculator gives you 
a breakdown of benefits you are entitled to based on your 
personal circumstances, like tax support, and information on 
how to apply. Benefits advice is also available from the Council 
and Stockton and District Advice and Information Service 
(SDAIS).

To check your entitlement, visit helpforhouseholds.campaign. gov.uk/income-support

Energy efficiency schemes
There are schemes available for eligible residents to improve 
the energy efficiency of their homes which may also help to 
reduce energy bills.

The government's Boiler Upgrade Scheme (BUS) is providing 
households with up to £6,000 towards the cost and installation 
of a low carbon heating system such as heat pumps. 

To find out if you are eligible and to find an authorised BUS 
installer visit the gov.uk website, email  
BUS.enquiry@ofgem.gov.uk or call 0330 053 2006. 

The Home Upgrade Grant provides eligible households with fully 
funded energy saving measures such as double glazing, loft 
insulation, cavity wall insulation, draft proofing and low carbon 
heat systems. 

To register your interest for this scheme visit  
www.teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/net-zero/home-upgrade-grant-hug 

Tees Credit Union
Tees Credit Union is a community-based financial co-operative. 
It provides convenient and easy access to basic financial 
services such as loans, savings accounts, debt solutions and 
much more. 

As bills get higher, the Tees Credit Union is here to help you to 
make the most out of your finances. The best way to find out 
how they can help is to call in to their shop on Stockton high 
street or visit their website at www.teescreditunion.co.uk

Warm Spaces
Warm Spaces are free, non-judgemental public places where 
people can go to get warm, save money on their heating costs, 
avoid social isolation, and receive vital support and advice while 
staying as well as possible.

The Council's A Fairer Stockton-on-Tees team is working with 
partner organisations to build a directory of Warm Spaces. Over 
40 places have already signed up to welcome people into a 
warm space.

Visit www.stockton.gov.uk/warm-spaces where you can find a 
list of all the venues, the opening times and what facilities are 
on offer. 

Warm Homes Healthy People
Warm Homes Healthy People offers emergency heating, boiler 
services, debt advice and energy efficiency measures. You may 
be eligible if you are: 

• Over 65

• In receipt of disability benefits

• Have a long-term illness made worse by the cold

•  Living with a child under 5 who has a long-term illness made
worse by the cold

• Living with dementia

To qualify for free boiler servicing or repair you must be the 
homeowner and be claiming a qualifying benefit as well as one 
of the other categories above.

For further information please call the Warm Homes Healthy 
People team on 01642 528215 or visit www.stockton.gov.uk/
warm-homes-healthy-people to apply online.

www.stockton.gov.uk/cost-of-living-hub
helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/income-support/
helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/income-support/
mailto:BUS.enquiry@ofgem.gov.uk
http://www.teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/net-zero/home-upgrade-grant-hug
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/warm-spaces
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/haf


Be safe this 
Christmas
Guard your cash from 
scams
Scams increase during the festive 
season so read on for our top tips to 
stay safe:

  Christmas e-cards - if you receive an email that looks 
suspicious, don’t open it, click links or download any 
attachments. Use trusted antivirus software.

  Gift cards - don’t click suspicious links and don’t 
complete online surveys that ask for your personal 
information.

  Cost of living - criminals can send fake offers of support 
payments. Government support payments don’t ask for 
your bank details.

  Fake websites - make sure a site is safe by looking for 
https:// at the beginning of the web address.

  Fake goods on auction sites - always pay through a third 
party, such as PayPal, or use a credit card.

  Loans and investments - genuine providers will not cold 
call or ask for an advance fee, and always read the terms 
and conditions. Visit www.fca.org.uk for more 
information.

Report scams to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040  
or for further information visit www.stockton.gov.uk/scams

Fire safety
Cleveland Fire Brigade's Christmas 
safety tips:

  Christmas trees – if you have a real tree, water it to 
prevent it drying out and being a fire hazard.

  Christmas lights – make sure sockets aren’t overloaded, 
bulbs don’t touch any paper or fabric and only use 
British Standard approved lights.

  Christmas decorations – never hang decorations or 
greeting cards on or around the fireplace, these can 
easily get knocked off and catch fire.

  Keep it clean – keep your oven, hob and cooking trays 
free from dirt and grease to prevent them catching fire.

  Smoke alarms – make sure your alarms are working 
correctly.

  Carbon monoxide alarms – put a carbon monoxide 
alarm on each level of your home.

For more information visit www.clevelandfire.gov.uk 
or follow Cleveland Fire Brigade on social media.

Prepare for winter flooding
Heavy rainfall or sudden thaws of heavy snow and ice are 
a big cause of winter flooding. To help keep your family, 
home and property safe this winter: 

  Sign up to the national flood warning service to receive 
free flood alerts by phone, text or email and get the 
flooding history for your property by visiting  
www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk  

  If you live in a rented property, ask your landlord for 
sandbags or if you are a landlord or homeowner you can 
buy them at a local builder’s merchants or online.

  Prepare a flood plan – you can download a template for 
households, community groups and businesses from 
www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/future-flooding

  Check your home insurance, making sure you are 
covered for flooding.

  Create an emergency flood pack containing items that 
you might need should a flood occur. It should include 
useful phone numbers, a mobile phone, blankets, a torch 
and batteries, warm waterproof clothes, house keys and 
a first aid kit including sanitary items and medication.

For more information about flooding, visit 
www.stockton.gov.uk/flooding

Stay steady 
on your feet 
Falls are the leading 
cause of hospital 
admissions due to accidents 
for people over 65.
To prevent falls make sure your footwear supports your feet, 
ensure walking aids are in good condition, use a non-slip mat 
in the bathroom and make sure your home is clutter-free. 
Secure carpets and rugs, tuck away wires and cables, and 
consider installing grab rails for balance support. 

The Council’s Home Improvement Agency can provide a free 
handyperson service to help make the home safer, call 01642 
526904 to find out more.

If you have any concerns about falling or your mobility, call 
First Contact on 01642 527764 or visit www.stockton.gov.uk/
MDS-and-falls-service 

Tackling abuse
A major campaign to raise awareness 
of adult abuse and neglect is taking 
place from 21 – 27 November 2022. 
Safeguarding Adults Week is supported 
by the Teeswide Safeguarding 
Adults Board (TSAB) and partner 
organisations across Teesside. 
As part of the campaign, TSAB is reminding people about 
the importance of reporting any signs of abuse or any 
concerns.

You can do this by emailing FirstContactAdults@stockton.
gov.uk or calling 01642 527764.

Worried about a 
child?
If you have concerns about a child’s 
welfare or safety, or think that a child 
might need some extra help or support, 
The Children’s Hub is here to help. 
The Hub provides information, advice and guidance on services 
and support for children, young people and families. It will 
assess the child’s needs and decide whether any action 
or support is needed. To contact The Children’s Hub 
Hartlepool and Stockton-on-Tees call 01642 130080 or email 
childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk

Help is here
If you’re suffering from domestic abuse 
there is support and help for you.
You can call Harbour Support Services on 03000 20 25 25 
any time, day or night, seven days a week or you can chat 
confidentially online at www.myharbour.org.uk

If you or someone else is in 
immediate danger dial 999 and 
ask for the police. If you can’t 
speak call 999 and press 55 
when prompted.

mailto:FirstContactAdults@stockton.gov.uk
mailto:FirstContactAdults@stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/MDS-and-falls-service
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/MDS-and-falls-service
http://www.fca.org.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/scams
http://www.clevelandfire.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk
http://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/future-flooding
mailto:childrenshub@hartlepool.gov.uk


Keeping well 
this winter 

There are lots of things you can do to stay well this winter: 
Get your winter jabs 
The flu jab and COVID-19 autumn booster are the best 
ways to protect yourself and others this winter from 
serious infections. Everyone over 50, pregnant or with 
a chronic condition can get these vaccinations for 
free. You can book your COVID booster online through 
the NHS national booking system, by calling 119, or by 
visiting your local pharmacy or the walk in vaccination 
site at Wellington Square. Flu jabs are available via 
your GP or at your pharmacy. Find out more at  
www.nhs.uk   

Keep your home warm 
If you're not very mobile, are 65 or over, or have a 
health condition such as heart or lung disease, heat 
your home to at least 18C, keep your bedroom at 
18C all night if you can, and keep bedroom windows 
closed. Use a hot water bottle or electric blanket to 
keep warm in bed, but do not use both at the same 
time. Find out about free boiler servicing and boiler 
upgrade schemes at www.stockton.gov.uk/energy-
saving-schemes or call 01642 528215.

Be safe at home
The Home Improvement Agency (HIA) offers a free 
handyperson service that can help make your home 
safer to prevent falls and accidents. Read our ‘Stay 
steady on your feet’ article on page 11 to find out more.  

Look out for each other
Check in on older neighbours, relatives and those with 
health concerns to make sure they are safe, warm and 
have stocks of food and medicines during periods of 
bad weather.

Seek help if you need it
Go to a pharmacy, contact your GP or use the NHS 111 
service.

Visit www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/
keep-warm-keep-well for more tips on how 
to stay safe and warm this winter.

“Mosaic master”
The Council's Adult Community Day 
Options Service supports adults with a 
learning disability through a wide range of 
activities in the community. 
The service offers activities such as arts and crafts, sewing and 
textiles, stained glass workshops, sporting activities including 
gym sessions and swimming and projects in the community. 
One service user, Kenny, is a member of the sewing and textiles 
and stained glass groups where he enjoys working with stained 
glass, creating mosaics and sewing.

At the sessions Kenny has made friends and has crafted a 
range of items including an apron, placemats and other soft 
furnishings. He said he cried tears of joy when he received some 
cushions as a housewarming gift for his new home from his 
friends at the session. 

Kenny’s carers say they’ve noticed a huge difference to his 
self-confidence since he started attending the craft sessions. 
He has limited use of the right side of his upper body so uses 
adapted equipment so he can sew using one hand. 

Kenny said: “I use my other hand when I’m sewing. I’ve learned 
how to make cushions and they call me the mosaic master. 

“It’s made such a difference to me and it makes me happy and it 
helps me be still.”

For more information on the full range of activities for adults 
with a learning disability, contact the service on 01642 527892 
or email Peter.Irish@stockton.gov.uk

A greener 
Stockton-on-Tees
In the last edition of Stockton-on-Tees News we told you about the launch  
of our ambitious ten-year Environmental Sustainability and Carbon Reduction 
Strategy and outlined the four key aims of the plan.

They are:

1. Achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions as a Council
2. Protect and enhance the natural environment
3. Use all resources efficiently and minimise waste
4. Adapt to the impact of climate change

In each edition of Stockton-on-Tees News, we’ll update you on the work under way. In this edition we take a look at 
some of the things we're doing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the Borough.

@casual_snapshots Trees in Stockton-on-Tees

Last winter we planted over 10,000 
trees across Stockton-on-Tees 
and over the next 3 months we will 
plant a further 10,000. The planting 
of these trees will contribute to 
the Council’s net zero ambitions 
and will also help to improve local 
communities by adding more 
woodland cover, provide wildlife 
habitats and increase biodiversity, 
improve air quality, and reduce flood 
risk.

To see the tree planting days, visit 
www.stockton.gov.uk/tree-planting 
or if you would like to take part email 
treeproject@stockton.gov.uk 

Home energy efficiency

The Council supports a range of energy efficiency 
schemes available to residents to help reduce their energy 
consumption and make their homes more energy efficient. 
The recent Local Authority Delivery Scheme saw the work 
carried out in 122 homes across the Borough including 
solar panels, air source heat pumps, loft insulation 
and replacement windows. This equates to a saving of 
£1.15million over the lifetime of the measures and will help 
to reduce carbon emissions by 133.75 tonnes each year.

To see our current energy efficiency schemes,  
visit www.stockton.gov.uk/energy-saving-schemes 

Solar panels at Cowpen Depot 

The installation of nearly 300 solar panels on the roof 
at Cowpen Depot in Billingham is now complete. These 
solar panels will create renewable energy and are 
expected to reduce the Council’s energy bill by £17,000 
per year. The solar panels at Municipal Buildings in 
Stockton have already saved 231 tonnes of carbon since 
being installed in 2013.

The solar panels were funded by the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) as part of 
its Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.

To read the full strategy visit www.stockton.gov.uk/our-plans 

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/our-plans
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/tree-planting
mailto:treeproject@stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/energy-saving-schemes
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/energy-saving-schemes


Christmas across 
the Borough

There’s something for everyone this festive season in Stockton-on-Tees.  
Here are a few ideas but visit www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees for more details.

Stockton Sparkles Launch
Thursday 24 November 
5.30pm, lights switch on at 6.30pm 
Stockton High Street
Stockton Sparkles will launch in style with an evening full of 
live music and entertainment, followed by the Christmas light 
switch-on.

Stockton Sparkles Victorian Fair 
Thursday 24 November – Sunday 27 November 
Various times 
High Street Car Park North
Our fantastic free Victorian Fair will return to Stockton High 
Street this November. All rides are free, and will include a Ferris 
wheel and carousel!

Ingleby Barwick Big Light Switch On and 
Santa Visit
Saturday 26 November 
6pm 
The Myton Pub Car Park, Ingleby Barwick
Join Ingleby Barwick Communities for their annual ‘Big Light 
Switch On’, with music from The Salvation Army Band and 
Ingleby Barwick Community Choir. This event includes a visit 
from Santa as well as a bouncy castle and snow globe.  

Billingham Christmas Lights Switch On 
Saturday 26 November 
2pm – 5pm 
Billingham Town Centre
Join Billingham Town Council for their annual lights switch-on.  

Norton Advent Trail 
Friday 25 November – Saturday 24 December 
Norton High Street
See Norton High Street illuminated with beautiful advent 
windows – don’t forget to pick up a trail map from 
participating businesses.

Norton Christmas Fair and Carols on the 
Green
Saturday 26 November 
11am – 3pm and Carols on the Green 5pm  
St Mary’s Church, Norton 
Get into the festive spirit with Norton’s Christmas Fair. Browse 
local stalls and find that perfect Christmas Gift. Followed by 
Carols on the Green at 5pm.

Meet Santa’s Reindeer
Saturday 26 November – Thursday 22 December
Preston Park Museum & Grounds
Come and meet our special visitors at the museum. You can 
also get involved in Christmas crafts to make and take home. 
www.prestonparkmuseum.co.uk 

Community Partnership Christmas Crafts 
and Star Trails
Throughout November and December 
Various locations
Come along to the Community Partnerships’ Christmas 
crafts workshops and make your own Christmas star, or go 
for a festive walk and visit the star trails in each partnership 
area.  For more information, see the Community Partnerships 
article on page 4.

Stockton Sparkles Christmas Market 
Thursday 1 December – Sunday 4 December 
Various times 
Stockton High Street
Visit Stockton Sparkles Christmas Market to pick up a special 
gift for your family and friends. Browse local traders, makers, 
artists and bakers, and join us for delicious festive food, plus 
special street theatre performances.

La Flamo Fire Show at Stockton Sparkles
Friday 2 December 
Stockton High Street 
From 5pm
Our spectacular fire show from La Flamo will bring an array of 
fire tricks and dance to Stockton High Street.

http://www.prestonparkmuseum.co.uk
http://www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees


Billingham Christmas Event
Saturday 3 December  
1pm – 5pm 
St Aidan’s Parish Hall, Billingham
Join Billingham Town Council for lots of festive fun!

Stockton Sparkles Illuminated Lantern 
Parade
Sunday 4 December 
4pm 
Stockton High Street
Our annual Christmas parade will return with a dazzling array 
of illuminated lanterns, street theatre and atmospheric festive 
music, followed by a live band performance.

Yarm Christmas Tree Lights Switch On and 
Carols on the Cobbles
Sunday 4 December  
From 2.30pm 
Yarm High Street
Enjoy children's fairground rides followed by the lights switch 
on, including Carols with Aycliffe and Brancepeth Brass Band 
plus much more!

Carols around the Lamps
Friday 9 December 
6.30pm  
Five Lamps, Thornaby
Join communities around the tree and get in the Christmas 
spirit by joining in with some much-loved carols. Friends of Ropner Park Christmas Fair 

Sunday 11 December 
11am – 1.30pm 
Ropner Park
Come along and enjoy mulled wine, festive treats and find that 
special Christmas gift. You can also visit Father Christmas.

Ingleby Barwick Christmas Fair
Sunday 20 November 
11.30am – 2.30pm 
Ingleby Manor School, Ingleby Barwick
Visit Santa in his grotto and wander round over 30 stalls 
packed full of unique Christmas gifts.  
Adults £1 entry, children free.

Santa on Wheels
Thursday 15 December – Sunday 18 December 
Various locations across the Borough
Santa on Wheels is touring across the Borough again. Watch 
out for him visiting a street near you this December!

Recycle this Christmas 
Over Christmas we often end up with much more rubbish than at any other time 

of the year, but did you know that a lot of it can be recycled?

Blue 
box

Glass bottles 
Batteries  

  (within their own 
clear bag)

White sack 
Cardboard boxes and packaging
Christmas cards (non-glittery)

Cans and plastic bottles
Crisp tubes, egg boxes and frozen 

food boxes
Sweets/chocolate tins and tubs

Wrapping paper tubes, toilet 
and kitchen roll tubes

Yoghurt pots and 
spread tubs

Paper  
pocket

Envelopes
Newspapers
Magazines

Christmas 
trees 

Put your Christmas 
tree next to your 

green wheelie bin 
on your normal 
collection day 
during week 
commencing  

2 January 2023.

See the back cover of the magazine for your Christmas and New Year recycling dates. 
For more information on recycling visit www.stockton.gov.uk/what-can-I-recycle

Cowpen Bewley in Bloom
Cowpen Bewley has won two 
Northumbria in Bloom awards in its 
inaugural entry to the competition.
The village won a Silver Gilt Award in the small village category 
as well as the Whickham Award for Overall Best New Entry. A 
local pub, The Three Horseshoes, also won a Silver Award in its 
category.

The project sourced funding from The Thirteen Group 
Community Fund, the Tees Valley Community Foundation 
(in partnership with Northumbrian Water) and the Impetus 
Environmental Trust, as well as Stockton-on-Tees Borough 
Council.

The work to improve the village and win the award included 
environmental initiatives such as hedge planting and swift 
box installation, and of course the planting, watering, and 
maintaining of hundreds of bulbs and flowers.

Two local benches were refurbished and one replaced, and 
then some extremely proficient ‘yarn bombers’ decorated 
a telephone box, benches and several telegraph poles with 
knitted birds, foxes, badgers, geckos and more.

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/recycling


Transforming our six towns
Read the latest developments in our ongoing work to 
reshape our six town centres.

Stockton
Demolition of Castlegate Shopping Centre and the 
Swallow Hotel is underway, with phase 1 completed 
at the end of October. This included the removal of the 
multi-storey car park and the units on Bridge Road. The 
team is now moving north through the shopping centre 
and hotel during the second phase of demolition. As part 
of this, access into Castlegate Shopping Centre from 
the Millennium Footbridge has been closed. For more 
information visit www.stockton.gov.uk/stockton

The Council also asked residents, businesses and visitors 
for their thoughts on the plans for Stockton Waterfront’s 
urban park and what they would like to see in the design. 
The design will be updated following this feedback.

The results of this engagement and the latest design can 
be found at www.stockton.gov.uk/stockton/urban-park

For more information about how the Council is reshaping the Borough’s six town centres, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/our-six-towns

Norton
Improvements are being made to Norton duck pond along 
with refurbishment of the public toilets. This follows the 
installation of a new fountain, which was completed last 
year.

The programme of improvements to Norton duck pond 
includes work on the perimeter path, steps and railings as 
well as surface improvements including new seating and 
feature planters to the plaza corner.

The public toilets, which are located behind Norton High 
Street on Maybray King Walk, will undergo an internal and 
external refurbishment to improve the two single toilets 
and one accessible toilet in the existing block. 

All the work is set to be completed by the end of 
November.

Billingham
Proposals to transform Billingham Town Centre have been 
resubmitted for Round 2 of the Government's Levelling Up 
Fund as part of ambitious plans to bring transformational 
change to the town. 

The refined £20million bid which the Council submitted to 
Government is to support the redevelopment of the town 
centre and increase investment in Billingham. A decision on 
the outcome of Round 2 is expected soon. 

Ingleby Barwick
Detailed designs are being developed for both the existing 
play area in Romano Park and for the extension close to All 
Saint’s Academy. The designs have been developed following 
the results of the public consultation which took place in 
February. When this stage is complete, the options will be 
showcased to the public through engagement opportunities 
which will take place before the end of the year.

Yarm
The Council asked residents, businesses and visitors to 
give their views on ways that Yarm High Street could be 
improved as part of the allocation from the Government’s 
Levelling Up Fund.

People gave their input and ideas on plans for improving 
public spaces and access to Yarm High Street. 

You can find the results of the consultation at 
www.stockton.gov.uk/yarm

Options for the scheme are now being developed and 
residents will have the opportunity to view and comment on 
the next stage of designs before the end of the year to help 
influence changes to the High Street.

Work on the relocation of the public toilet from Yarm’s 
historic Town Hall into a new, purpose-built facility in the 
library has also taken place. 

The new facility is now open seven days a week. Yarm 
Town Hall's refurbishment into a visitor centre also began 
on Monday 14 November.

Thornaby 
Major investment in Thornaby is one step closer after the 
Government approved the business case documents that 
were submitted by the Council in summer.

The four business cases were developed earlier in the year, 
with plans for investment including a new swimming pool 
in the town centre and the relocation of NETA Training 
Group from Portrack Lane to a purpose-built facility next to 
Stockton Riverside College.

Pre-demolition surveys have taken place on Phoenix House 
in the town centre which is earmarked for demolition next 
year. Next year, work will also begin on the design of the 
new swimming pool that will occupy the cleared Phoenix 
House site.

Other investment will include improvements to Victoria 
Park and Community Centre, and investment in tackling 
vacant properties and community safety measures in north 
Thornaby, alongside a cycle network throughout 2023.

Work is now underway to deliver the exciting plans over the 
next three years.

www.stockton.gov.uk/our-six-towns


Get work ready
The Stockton-on-Tees 
Employment and Training Hub 
is here to help with everything 
employment related. 
The purpose-built facility, opposite Specsavers in Wellington 
Square, is here to make sure you get the best out of your job 
search or career.

Visit the hub for events like Work Ready Wednesday, a drop-in 
session held 1pm-4pm every Wednesday that gives help with 
writing CVs, completing application forms, practice interviews or 
changing your career.

If you are a business owner or employer, the team can support 
your recruitment by shortlisting potential candidates from our 
database, hosting interviews, helping to upskill your current 
workforce or developing your business network.

The Employment and Training Hub is open Monday to Friday, 
10am to 4pm. You don’t need an appointment to visit so drop in 
or contact the hub using the contact details below.

  01642 528392

  hub@stockton.gov.uk

Search “Stockton Employment and Training”

 A GREAT PLACE FOR BUSINESS.  
GREAT PEOPLE.  
A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE.  
STOCKTON-ON-TEES IS THE OBVIOUS CHOICE TO INVEST.

Visit www.investstocktonontees.co.uk to find out why.
/InvestSOT

Shop local this Christmas
Shopping locally is a great way to support businesses in the Borough. 
Independent gifts and experiences are a unique way of giving this Christmas, 
so we’ve pulled together a selection of what’s available on your doorstep.

Lu Lu’s Gift Company
Lu Lu’s is on a mindful mission to make someone’s day, every 
day. The multi-award winning gift company offers an array of 
gifts that connect to all of our life moments. In July this year, 
Lu Lu’s introduced The Treehouse Tearoom above the shop 
serving drinks, homemade cake delights, light bites, lunches 
and afternoon tea. The tearoom can also host events.

Visit the shop 10am-4pm, or the tearoom until 3pm, Tuesday 
to Saturday at 10 Silver Street, Stockton, TS18 1SX, or go to 
their website at www.luluspersonalgifts.co.uk

Refill, Weigh, Save
Refill Weigh Save stock a large range of dried foods and coffee 
sold loose, condiments, recipe packs, hampers and more, as 
well as ethically sourced products such as household cleaning 
liquids, shampoos, bodywash, bath bombs, wax melts and 
much more. They provide the perfect gift for that friend or 
family member who wants something unique, and you can feel 
good about helping to save the planet, too! 

Visit them at 47 Queensway, Billingham, TS23 2ND or go to 
their online store at www.refillweighsave.co.uk

Cloud Cuckoo
This Yarm shop offers a range of luxury accessories and gifts 
including handbags, scarves, jewellery, wax melts and more. 
So whether you are looking to treat a loved one or pamper 
yourself, pop in and browse a range of homewares and 
accessories - perfect in time for a special Christmas gift.

Visit Cloud Cuckoo 10am-5pm Monday to Saturday, or 11am-
4pm Sunday, at 31 High Street, Yarm, TS15 9BW, or visit their 
website to find out what is available at www.cloud-cuckoo.
co.uk

Ingleby Pet Supplies and Dog Grooming
Don’t forget about your furry friends! Ingleby Pet Supplies 
stock a range of foods, toys and treats for all animals. From 
collars to cages, bedding to bowls, and food to frisbees, you’re 
sure to find something for your pet. Local delivery is available 
too. There’s also a groomer on-site to have your pooch looking 
their best for the big day. 

You can find Ingleby Pet Supplies in Thornaby Centre. Visit 
www.inglebypets.co.uk or search Ingleby Pet Supplies & 
Grooming on Facebook to see what products are available.

Peridot
Peridot brings together personal gifts and homeware with 
a collection of quality furniture, lighting, home accessories 
and Christmas decorations. You can also find a selection 
of women’s clothing, handbags, jewellery and more at their 
Norton store.

Visit Peridot 10am-5pm Tuesday to Friday, or 10.30am-4pm 
Saturday, at Harlands House, 8 Harland Place, Norton, TS20 
1AN. You can also visit their website at www.peridotshop.
co.uk to browse some of the products available in store.

Happy Spoon
If it’s an experience that you’re looking for, look no further 
than Happy Spoon in Ingleby Barwick. With freshly made, high 
quality gourmet cakes, traditional Italian gelato in over 50 
flavours, graze boards and much more to feast on, it’s sure to 
be a hit with all ages. 

Sometimes the gift of good company and good food is the 
best gift of all! Search Happy Spoon Ingleby on Facebook to 
see what’s on offer today or to book a table. They also offer a 
collection and delivery service for those comfy nights in.

mailto:hub@stockton.gov.uk
http://www.luluspersonalgifts.co.uk
http://www.cloud-cuckoo.co.uk
http://www.cloud-cuckoo.co.uk
http://www.peridotshop.co.uk
http://www.peridotshop.co.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.refillweighsave.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTom.Coates%40stockton.gov.uk%7Ccc4b01eda85c41ba621808dab6c3aa2d%7Cc947251d81c44c9b995df3d3b7a048c7%7C0%7C0%7C638023248737850661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hi9TUvlu0F9%2BwxjV1s%2FLaDu8AVgvoovxRW0XW%2FrZpUo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.inglebypets.co.uk/


Stockton-on-
Tees pays tribute 
to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II
Following the sad news that Her 
Majesty The Queen passed away on 
Thursday 8 September, Stockton-
on-Tees paid tribute to mark her 
passing.

National Moment of Reflection
A one-minute silence was held at 8pm on Sunday 18 
September on Stockton High Street outside Stockton Parish 
Church to mark the National Moment of Reflection.

Service of Remembrance
A Service of Remembrance was held at Stockton Parish 
Church, Stockton High Street, on Sunday 18 September. The 
service ended with the singing of the national anthem and 
there were readings from Reverend Mark Miller, and the Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant of County Durham, Michael Poole.

Gardens of Remembrance
Areas were made available for people to attend, reflect and lay 
flowers as a mark of respect for The Queen.

Books of Condolence
Books of Condolence were available in the Borough’s libraries 
for members of the public to sign and leave their personal 
messages. Messages were also collected from residents of 
care homes from across the Borough.

Flag flying
As a mark of respect, flags at Stockton's Municipal Buildings 
and Town Hall were flown at half-mast during the period of 
national mourning.

Feature lighting
The lighting in Stockton town centre, Stockton riverside and 
Newport Bridge were set to purple every night until the evening 
of the State Funeral.

Proclamation for Stockton-on-Tees Borough
On Sunday September 11, the Mayor of Stockton-on-Tees, 
Councillor Ross Patterson, accompanied by the Vice Lord-
Lieutenant of County Durham Michael Poole, made the 
proclamation of King Charles III's accession to the throne 
outside Stockton Town Hall.

Our heroes  
in the spotlight
Nominations for the Mayor's Civic Awards 2022/23 are now open. 
The awards shine the spotlight on individuals, groups and businesses 
making a significant difference in their local communities. 
Do you know someone who goes the extra mile for the people of our Borough? Then the Mayor wants you to help him celebrate 
their achievements. Nominations are welcomed in the following categories: 

Young Person Award 

Service to Community Award for individuals 

Service to Community Award for groups and organisations 

Service to Community Award for businesses 

Health and Wellbeing Award 

Green Award 

Carer/Foster Carer Award 
For further information on the categories and to find out how to nominate your 
chosen hero, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/Mayors-Civic-Awards 

Mayor of Stockton-on-Tees, Councillor Ross Patterson, said: “My Civic Awards 
shine a light on those who make our Borough beautiful. These people are the 
heroes of our six towns, three north of the River Tees in the County of Durham and 
three south of the River Tees in the North Riding of Yorkshire, and should be seen 
as an inspiration to all.”

The submission deadline for nominations is Friday 27 January 2023.

The apprentices are following in the footsteps of many who 
have gone on to build successful careers at the Council. 

Apprenticeships are a great way to combine work and study 
by mixing on-the-job training with academic learning. 
Apprentices gain valuable work experience while earning a 
salary and studying for a formal, recognised qualification.

Find out more at www.stockton.gov.uk/apprenticeships

Our new apprentices
This autumn the Council welcomed 40 
apprentices to the first step in their new 
career. The apprentices are carrying out 
all sorts of roles, from reablement support 
workers (adult care) to electricians.

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/apprenticeships


Keeping the Borough 
moving this winter
As the colder weather arrives, the Council’s 
winter maintenance crews are on standby 
to help keep the Borough’s roads safe.
The team is responsible for treating the roads when ice and 
snow are forecast, helping to keep the Borough moving. They 
work tirelessly throughout the winter and are on call 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week including Christmas and New Year to 
respond to the bad weather.

Did you know around 2,300 tonnes of salt is currently stored 
in a purpose-built salt barn? The team also maintain 366 salt 
bins across the Borough for residents to use.

For more information on gritting and snow clearing visit 
www.stockton.gov.uk/gritting-snow-clearing 

Do it 
online
We have made it even easier for 
you to contact us by expanding 
our range of online services. 
Currently you can access a range of services on the Council's 
website to report things such as anti-social behaviour and 
missed bin collections, request services such as bulky 
waste collections and pay for things such as Council Tax and 
business rates. 

Our additional online services now allow you to report fly 
tipping and apply for a blue badge. 

To access these services, visit www.stockton.gov.uk and 
search what you are looking for using the search bar. 

You can also register for a My Council account which allows 
you to view services personalised to you including your ward 
Councillors, bin collection days, view and track requests or 
bookings you make with us, and complete prefilled forms 
which save you time. Plus keep up-to-date by signing up to 
our My Council newsletter.

To register for a My Council account or to sign up for the 
E-Newsletter visit www.stockton.gov.uk/my-council

Council consultations are your 
chance to influence Council decision-
making and give your opinion about 
local issues and services.

Visit www.stockton.gov.uk/
consultations to give your feedback 
on our current consultations and 
make sure your voice is heard.

Anthony Boden 
Community and  
Partnership Manager

“We want to be the first point of support for families."
That is the mantra of Anthony Boden, Community and Partnership Manager for 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, who you’ll usually find in one of the four 
Family Hubs in Billingham, Roseworth, Stockton or Thornaby. 

He has been in his role since spring 2022 and is relishing the challenge of 
supporting our Borough’s parents and carers. 

He said: “If parents and carers are struggling with any aspect of parenting, or just 
have a question, we are the people to come to for some help and support.” 

Anthony and his team of 30 are often a parent or carer’s first point of contact. 
They link in with all services in the Council and partners to put families in touch 
with the services that can help their parenting journey. 

He says there are two aspects he can describe as the ‘best’ part of his job: 
working with his team, who range from café assistants to support workers, and 
hearing the positive feedback from families who say their family relationship is 
often better than ever after engaging with us. 

Anthony said: “Right now, I am working on making it easier for families to know 
what's on offer at the Family Hubs and in the local community. Our newest 
Let's Talk drop-in runs every week in every Family Hub for parents and carers to 
access support, information and advice for anything family-related.” 

Each hub offers sessions for children of all ages, from pregnancy right up to age 
19. The only criteria is that you are a resident in Stockton-on-Tees and involved
in the care of a child.

The service is free for anyone, whether you want a chat with an adviser, stop for a 
cup of tea or want to attend a session. Pop in, give them a call on 01642 528 525 
or visit the Facebook page @SoTFamilyHubs. 

The Day in the Life series brings you a flavour of the jobs that people are doing 
here at the Council. From gritting to social care, librarians to lawyers, we’re all 
working to serve the residents of the Borough.

One of the Borough's day nurseries

Family Support is part of our Children's 
Services directorate

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/gritting-snow-clearing
http://www.stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/my-council


Ward surgeries 
in your area
There are 26 wards 
across Stockton-on-Tees 
with between one and 
three elected councillors 
representing each ward. 
If you want to discuss any issues 
with your local councillors, you 
can find their contact and ward 
surgery details until March 2023 
in the following pages. For more 
information visit 
www.stockton.gov.uk/councillors

BILLINGHAM CENTRAL
Councillor Ann McCoy

 01642 535604
a nn.mccoy@stockton.gov.
uk

Councillor Barry Woodhouse
 01642 371638
ba rry.woodhouse@
stockton.gov.uk

7 December 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Billingham Youth and Community Centre
4 January 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Billingham Youth and Community Centre
1 February 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Billingham Youth and Community Centre
1 March 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Billingham Youth and Community Centre

BILLINGHAM EAST
Councillor Evaline 
Cunningham

 01642 532090
 evaline.cunningham@
stockton.gov.uk

Councillor Mick Stoker
 07917 587620
 m ick.stoker@stockton.
gov.uk

9 December 2022 4.30pm - 6pm 
New Life Family Centre
13 January 2023 4.30pm - 6pm 
New Life Family Centre
10 February 2023 4.30pm - 6pm 
New Life Family Centre
10 March 2023 4.30pm - 6pm 
New Life Family Centre

BILLINGHAM NORTH
Councillor Chris Barlow

 01642 561289
c hris.barlow@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Clare Gamble
 07818 584050
c lare.gamble@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Lauriane Povey
 07733 307866
l auriane.povey@stockton.
gov.uk

1 December 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
High Grange Community Centre
5 January 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
North Billingham Methodist Church
2 February 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
High Grange Community Centre
2 March 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
North Billingham Methodist Church

BILLINGHAM SOUTH
Councillor Jean O’Donnell

 01642 504397
  jean.odonnell@stockton.
gov.uk

 07795 012444
Councillor Michael Smith

 01642 371782
mi chael.smith@stockton.
gov.uk

No December Surgery  
Ward surgeries to be held every second 
Saturday of the month, 2pm-3pm at St 
Cuthberts Church Hall, Billingham.

BILLINGHAM WEST
Councillor Helen Atkinson

 07826 903135
  Helen.Atkinson2@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Lee Spence
 07384 538090
l ee.spence@stockton.gov.
uk

No December surgery
3 January 2023 6pm - 6.30pm 
Wolviston Court Community Centre
7 February 2023 6pm - 6.30pm 
Wolviston Court Community Centre
7 March 2023 6pm - 6.30pm 
Wolviston Court Community Centre

BISHOPSGARTH & ELM TREE 
Councillor David Minchella

 d avid.minchella@stockton.
gov.uk

 07825 352157

Councillor Hugo Stratton
 h ugo.stratton@stockton.
gov.uk

 07384 797722

1 December 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Pub 
2 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Pub

14 November 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Community Centre
12 December 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Community Centre
9 January 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Community Centre
13 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Community Centre
13 March 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Elm Tree Community Centre

EAGLESCLIFFE 
Councillor Jacqueline Bright

 j acqueline.bright@
stockton.gov.uk

 07825 352178

Councillor Stefan Houghton
 st efan.houghton@
stockton.gov.uk

 07766 361716

Councillor Laura Tunney
l aura.tunney@stockton.
gov.uk
07920 750692

6 December 2022 4pm - 5pm 
Parkmore Hotel
3 January 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Preston and  Eaglescliffe Social Club
7 February 2023 1.30pm - 2.30pm 
Egglescliffe Community Centre
7 March 2023 4pm - 5pm 
Parkmore Hotel

FAIRFIELD
Councillor Maurice Perry

 01642 586914
 maurice.perry@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Bill Woodhead MBE
 01642 584409
 william.woodhead@
stockton.gov.uk

14 November 2022 6pm - 6.30pm 
Fairfield Young People’s Centre
12 December 2022 6pm - 6.30pm
Fairfield Young People's Centre
9 January 2023 6pm - 6.30pm 
Fairfield Young People's Centre

FAIRFIELD continued
13 February 2023 6pm - 6.30pm
Fairfield Young People's Centre
13 March 2023 6pm - 6.30pm
Fairfield Young People's Centre

GRANGEFIELD
Councillor Carol Clark

 01642 675688
 carol.clark@stockton.gov.
uk

1 December 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Grays Road Institute
12 December 2022 12pm - 1pm 
Scout Hut, Greens Grove
19 December 2022 12pm - 1pm 
Fairfield Library
5 January 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Grays Road Institute
9 January 2023 12pm - 1pm 
Scout Hut, Greens Grove
16 January 2023 12pm - 1pm 
Fairfield Library
2 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Grays Road Institute
13 February 2023 12pm - 1pm 
Scout Hut, Greens Grove
20 February 2023 12pm - 1pm 
Fairfield Library
2 March 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Grays Road Institute
13 March 2023 12pm - 1pm 
Scout Hut, Greens Grove

Councillor Stephen 
Richardson

 07929 354541
s tephen.richardson@
stockton.gov.uk

8 December 2022 10am - 10.30am 
Fairfield Library

HARDWICK & SALTERS LANE
Councillor Nigel Cooke

 01642 589442
nig el.cooke@stockton.gov.
uk 

Councillor Norma Stephenson 
OBE

 01642 526231
n orma.stephenson@
stockton.gov.uk

No December Surgery 
14 January 2023 9.30am - 10.30am 
Salters Lane Community Centre
14 January 2023 11am - 12pm 
Hardwick in Partnership
11 February 2023 9.30am - 10.30am 
Salters Lane Community Centre
11 February 2023 11am - 12pm 
Hardwick in Partnership
11 March 2023 9.30am - 10.30am 
Salters Lane Community Centre
11 March 2023 11am - 12pm 
Hardwick in Partnership

HARTBURN
Councillor Lynn Hall

 07825 582527
 lynn.hall2@stockton.gov.uk

Councillor Niall Innes
 07467 443549
 niall.innes@stockton.gov.

uk

5 December 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Parkwood Hotel
9 January 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Parkwood Hotel
6 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Parkwood Hotel
6 March 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Parkwood Hotel

INGLEBY BARWICK EAST
Councillor Ted Strike

  07818 587455
 ted.strike@stockton.gov.uk 

No December surgery  
11 January 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Ingleby Community Hall
No February surgery  
8 March 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Ingleby Community Hall

INGLEBY BARWICK EAST
Councillor Alan Watson

 01642 761543
  alan.watson@stockton.
gov.uk

 07818 587334 
Councillor Sally Ann Watson

 01642 761543
  sallyann.watson@stockton.
gov.uk

 07795 012445
No December surgery  
12 January 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Maltby Village Hall
1 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Ingleby Community Hall
9 March 2023 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Hilton Village Hall

INGLEBY BARWICK WEST
Councillor Ken Dixon

 01642 764650
 ken.dixon@stockton.gov.uk 

Councillor Kevin Faulks
 07717 727663
k evin.faulks@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Ross Patterson
 01642 764865
r oss.patterson@stockton.
gov.uk

INGLEBY BARWICK WEST 
Continued

5 December 2022 6pm - 7pm 
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre
9 January 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre
6 February 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre
6 March 2023 6pm - 7pm 
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre

MANDALE & VICTORIA
Councillor Luke Frost

 07818 587067
 luke.frost@stockton.gov.uk 

Councillor Tina Large
 07818 584147
 tina.large@stockton.gov.uk

Councillor Steve Walmsley
 07818 584406
s teve.walmsley@stockton.
gov.uk

Ward surgeries are hosted virtually by 
Councillor Frost, contact Councillor Frost 
for the link.
4 November 2022 2.30pm - 4pm
12 November 2022 11.30am - 1pm
21 November 2022 6pm - 7.30pm
4 December 2022 10am - 11.30am
13 December 2022 6pm - 7.30pm
22 December 2022 5pm - 6.30pm
6 January 2023 5.30pm - 7pm
16 January 2023 6pm - 7.30pm
31 January 2023 5.30pm - 7pm

NEWTOWN
Councillor Marilyn Surtees

 07920 750678
 m.surtees@stockton.gov.

uk 
Councillor Paul Weston

 07717 727692
p aul.weston@stockton.
gov.uk

15 November 2022 6.15pm 
Primrose Hill Community Centre
20 December 2022 6.15pm 
Newtown Resource Centre
17 January 2023 6.15pm 
Primrose Hill Community Centre
21 February 2023 6.15pm 
Newtown Resource Centre
21 March 2023 6.15pm 
Primrose Hill Community Centre

NORTHERN PARISHES
Councillor John Gardner

 01740 645357
j ohn.gardner@stockton.
gov.uk



NORTON NORTH
Councillor Lisa Evans

 01642 614522
 lisa.evans@stockton.gov.uk
 07917 587617 

Councillor Steve Nelson
 01642 534417
s teve.nelson@stockton.
gov.uk

7 December 2022 6pm 
Norton Library
4 January 2023 6pm 
Norton Library
1 February 2023 6pm 
Norton Library
1 March 2023 6pm 
Norton Library

NORTON SOUTH
Councillor Bob Cook

 01642 890058
 robert.cook@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Eileen Johnson
 07939 521146
 eileen.johnson@stockton.
gov.uk

7 December 2022 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
21 December 2022 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
4 January 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
18 January 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
1 February 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
15 February 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
1 March 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
15 March 2023 5pm - 6pm 
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road

NORTON WEST
Councillor Tony Riordan

 t ony.riordan@stockton.
gov.uk

 07825 352193

Councillor Hilary Vickers
 h ilary.vickers@stockton.
gov.uk

 07818 587115

1 December 2022 10am - 12pm 
The Glebe Community Centre
5 January 2023 10am - 12pm 
The Glebe Community Centre
2 February 2023 10am - 12pm 
The Glebe Community Centre
2 March 2023 10am - 12pm 
The Glebe Community Centre

PARKFIELD & OXBRIDGE
Councillor Louise Baldock

 01642 641215
 l ouise.baldock@stockton.
gov.uk

 07774 786532
Councillor Mohammed Javed

 01642 602420
 mohammed.javed@
stockton.gov.uk

1 December 2022 6pm 
Marlborough House, 30 - 32 Yarm Road
15 December 2022 6pm 
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane
5 January 2023 6pm 
Marlborough House, 30 - 32 Yarm Road
19 January 2023 6pm 
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane
2 February 2023 6pm 
Marlborough House, 30 - 32 Yarm Road
16 February 2023 6pm 
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane
2 March 2023 6pm 
Marlborough House, 30 - 32 Yarm Road
16 March 2023 6pm 
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane

ROSEWORTH
Councillor Jim Beall

 01642 871759
 jim.beall@stockton.gov.uk

Councillor Barbara Inman
 01642 582644
b arbara.inman@stockton.
gov.uk

21 November 2022 4.30pm 
Redhill Family Hub
19 December 2022 4.30pm 
Redhill Family Hub
16 January 2023 4.30pm 
Redhill Family Hub
20 February 2023 4.30pm 
Redhill Family Hub

STAINSBY HILL
Councillor Ray Godwin

 07825 352158
r ay.godwin@stockton.gov.
uk 

Councillor Sylvia Walmsley
 07825 582518
 sylvia.walmsley@stockton.
gov.uk

STOCKTON TOWN CENTRE
Councillor Pauline Beall

 01642 871759
p auline.beall@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Paul Kirton
 01642 559331
p aul.kirton@stockton.gov.
uk

29 November 2022 5pm 
Stockton Central Library
No December Ward Surgery  
31 January 2023 5pm 
Stockton Central Library
28 February 2023 5pm 
Stockton Central Library

VILLAGE
Councillor Ian Dalgarno

 01642 882985
i an.dalgarno@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Mick Moore
 01642 764381
m ick.moore@stockton.
gov.uk

Virtual, contact Councillors for the link. 
1 December 2022 5pm - 6pm 
5 January 2023 5pm - 6pm
2 February 2023 5pm - 6pm
2 March 2023 5pm - 6pm

WESTERN PARISHES
Councillor Steve Matthews

 07809 689604
s teve.matthews@stockton.
gov.uk

YARM
Councillor Dan Fagan

 07471 022580
 dan.fagan@stockton.gov.

uk
Councillor Andrew Sherris 

 07825 352188
 andr ew.sherris@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Julia Whitehill
 01642 788187
J ulia.Whitehill@stockton.
gov.uk

 07881 831339

What’s on
A look at what’s going on 
across Stockton-on-Tees from 
November 2022 until the next 
issue of Stockton-on-Tees News 
in March 2023.

This is just a selection of the fantastic events to enjoy in Stockton-on-Tees. You can find out more at www.enjoyteesvalley.com/
stockton-on-tees

All listings were correct at the time of going to print. Please check with the event organiser for the latest updates. For information  
about the Borough's Christmas events, see pages 14 to 16.

NOVEMBER

Journaling for Wellbeing
 Wednesday 16 November, 14 December, 11 January, 8 
February and 8 March 

 1.30pm – 3pm 
Thornaby Central Library

Join Dr. Natalie Scott for one or all sessions where 
journaling activities designed with emotional wellbeing in 
mind will help you process and manage your emotions.
Book your free place at Thornaby Central Library on 
01642 528117.

Glam Slam 3 - A Prince Party
 Saturday 19 November 
 7.30pm 
The Georgian Theatre

After the success of the first two fabulous Stockton Prince 
Parties, we’re doing it again. 
Minneapolis is coming back to Teesside y’all, and it’s gonna 
be fonky! 
www.georgiantheatre.co.uk/live-events

Soul II Soul: Feel Free
 Sunday 20 November 
 8pm 
Stockton Globe

The legendary British R&B group will be performing hits 
from their back catalogue, which includes songs from the 
iconic debut album Club Classics Vol. One. 
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk/whats-on

DECEMBER

Beauty and The Beast
 Saturday 3 December – Monday 2 January 2023 
 Various 
Forum Theatre, Billingham

Don’t miss the Forum’s most romantic pantomime, which 
promises to be a spectacular and enchanting production for 
all the family. 
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk



The Snow Queen
 Tuesday 6 December – Saturday 24 December 
 Various 
ARC

At the top of the world lives the Snow Queen who is 
supposed to control the weather. But the seasons aren’t 
behaving. The world is getting warmer. And it hasn’t 
snowed for years… 
www.arconline.co.uk

Disco Inferno
 Friday 16 December and Saturday 17 December 
 8pm 
Forum Theatre, Billingham

The Forum’s featured Christmas Party Night including a 
free after-show disco and late bar.
If you ever dreamed of going to New York’s Studio 54, 
Disco Inferno takes you there in an all-singing, all-dancing 
celebration of everything D.I.S.C.O.
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk

Rock Rampage
 Saturday 17 December  
 7pm 
The Georgian Theatre

Are you ready? Rock Rampage returns for another night 
rammed full of rampageous rock royalty! The ultimate rock 
party event celebrates the world's biggest bands and is the 
perfect Christmas night out. 
www.georgiantheatre.co.uk/live-events 

JANUARY

Bowie Experience
 Saturday 14 January 2023 
 7.30pm 
The Princess Alexandra Auditorium, Yarm

Celebrating the sound and vision of David Bowie. A must-
see for all Bowie fans, the latest production features all the 
hits from A to Ziggy. 
www.thepaaonline.org

FEBRUARY

SIX
Calendar-Alt  Tuesday 7 February – Sunday 12 February 2023 

 Various 
Stockton Globe

From Tudor Queens to Pop Princesses, the six wives of 
Henry VIII take to the mic to tell their tales, remixing five 
hundred years of historical heartbreak into an 80-minute 
celebration of 21st century girl power. 
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk/whats-on

Ministry of Science
 Tuesday 21 February 2023  
 2pm 
The Princess Alexandra Auditorium, Yarm

Join our presenters as they dive deep into the world of 
science and look at how science shapes the modern world 
we live in, with a few loud bangs along the way!
www.thepaaonline.org

MARCH

Anne Bronte Workshops for 
Women’s History

 Monday 13 March 2023 
 10am – 12pm  Billingham Library,  
 2pm – 4pm  Jim Cooke Suite, Stockton Central Library

Stute Theatre and textile artist Rachel Wood host creative 
arts workshops inspired by Anne Bronte to celebrate 
Women’s History Month. Participants will create their own 
beautiful mixed media envelope housing a hidden message. 

Tickets are £3. To book contact the Visitor Information 
Centre, 134B High Street, Stockton or call 01642 528130.

Toyah: Anthem 40+1 
Anniversary Tour
Calendar-Alt  Saturday 18 March 2023 

 8pm 
ARC

We welcome you to celebrate the 40 years of the iconic, 
acclaimed and gold-selling Toyah album Anthem. 
www.arconline.co.uk

Showaddywaddy
 Friday 24  March 2023 
 7.30pm  
Forum Theatre, Billingham 

Their 50th Anniversary Concert will be a dynamic and 
uplifting show featuring their greatest hits, many of which 
reached number one in the pop charts of Europe. ‘Under The 
Moon of Love’, ‘Three Steps to Heaven’, ‘Hey Rock & Roll’, 
‘When’, ‘Blue Moon’, ‘Pretty Little Angel Eyes’ and many 
more.

For more events across the Borough visit:
ARC 

www.arconline.co.uk 
01642 525199

Forum Theatre Billingham 
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk 
01642 552663

The Georgian Theatre 
www.georgiantheatre.co.uk 
01642 674115

Stockton Globe 
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk 
0843 904 0071

Enjoy Tees Valley 
www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees

The Princess Alexandra Auditorium 
www.thepaaonline.org 
box-office@yarmschool.org

For more information on all events, follow us on social 
media   @stocktoncouncil

http://www.arconline.co.uk
http://www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk
http://www.georgiantheatre.co.uk/live-events
http://www.thepaaonline.org
http://www.stocktonglobe.co.uk/whats-on
http://www.thepaaonline.org
http://www.arconline.co.uk
http://www.arconline.co.uk
http://www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk
http://www.georgiantheatre.co.uk
http://www.thepaaonline.org
mailto:box-office@yarmschool.org


Christmas and New Year 
Opening Times

For full details of Christmas and New Year opening times  
for Council services visit www.stockton.gov.uk/festive-hours  

and for leisure venues visit www.teesactive.co.uk 
Opening times for all services will return to normal from 3 January 2023.

Customer Services
Main Switchboard  ........................... 01642 393939
Care for Your Area  ........................... 01642 391959
Council Tax  ...................................... 01642 397108
Housing Benefits ............................. 01642 393829

Emergency Services 
Adults’ Helpline  ............................... 01642 527764
Children’s Helpline  .......................... 01642 130080
Out of hours duty team  ................... 01642 524552
Homelessness and 
Housing Solutions  .......................... 01642 528389

Customer Services Telephone Contact Centre 
opening hours
Friday 23 December ......................... 8.30am – 5pm
Saturday 24 December .................... 9.30am – 12.30pm
Sunday 25, Monday 26 
and Tuesday 27 December  ............. CLOSED
Wednesday 28, Thursday 29 
and Friday 30 December  ................ 8.30am – 5pm
Saturday 31 December   .................. 9.30am – 12.30pm 
Sunday 1 and Monday 2 January  .. CLOSED

Registration Services at Nightingale House, 
Stockton, and Bereavement Services at Stockton-
on-Tees Crematorium
Saturday 24 December
Registration Services  ..................... 8.30pm – 5pm 
Bereavement Services  .................... CLOSED 
Sunday 25, Monday 26 
and Tuesday 27 December .............. BOTH CLOSED 
Wednesday 28 
and Thursday 29 December ............ 8.30am – 5pm 
Friday 30 December ......................... 8.30am – 4.30pm
Saturday 31 December 
Registration Services  ..................... 8.30am – 5pm
Bereavement Services  .................... CLOSED
Sunday 1 
and Monday 2 January .................... BOTH CLOSED 

Christmas waste and recycling collections
There will be no changes to your waste and recycling 
collections this year, collections will continue as 
normal.

Real Christmas tree collections 
Christmas trees will be collected on your normal 
waste collection day commencing 3 January 2023. 
Please leave your tree next to your wheelie bin and it 
will be collected. You can also recycle your tree at the 
Household Waste and Recycling Centre at Haverton 
Hill in Billingham. For details of opening times visit  
www.stockton.gov.uk/haverton-hill

Library Opening Hours 
Stockton, Billingham, Thornaby Central, Norton, 
Yarm and Ingleby Barwick Libraries
Saturday 24 December   .................. 9.30am – 1pm
Sunday 25, Monday 26 and 
Tuesday 27 December   ................... CLOSED
Wednesday 28, Thursday 29 
and Friday 30 December  ................ 10am – 5pm
Saturday 31 December ....................  9.30am – 1pm
Sunday 1 and 
Monday 2 January 2023  ................. CLOSED

Fairfield, Thornaby Riverbank and Roseworth 
Libraries, and the Mobile Library Service
Saturday 24 December to 
Monday 2 January 2023  ................. CLOSED

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/festivehours
http://www.teesactive.co.uk
www.stockton.gov.uk/haverton-hill



