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Stockton-on-Tees News is
published by Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council and distributed
to households across the Borough
free of charge. If you have not
received a copy please email
snews@stockton.gov.uk or call
01642 528146.
Alternatively, if you need to contact
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council,
please call 01642 393939.
Stockton-on-Tees News aims to
provide information about the
Council, its partner organisations,
local community groups and
businesses. Every effort is made to
ensure all information is accurate
and up-to-date at the time of
publication. We always welcome
your views, comments and
feedback about the magazine.
Please note that the content of the
magazine was accurate at the time
it went to print but please check
www.stockton.gov.uk/coronavirus
for the latest COVID information.

Stockton-on-Tees News
is produced by Stocktonon-Tees Borough Council’s
Communications Team and
designed by Twentyseven Design.
Pictures are courtesy of Stuart
Boulton, Dave Charnley, Andrew
Heptinstall, Gilbert Johnston, Dawn
McNamara, Gary Walsh, Andrew
Moore, Aimz Photography and
others.
There is an audio version of
Stockton-on-Tees News. Email
snews@stockton.gov.uk or call
01642 528953 or 01642 528820
to order a copy.

Welcome to
the March
edition of
Stockton-onTees News.
We’ve got lots to share with you in this edition, from exciting
news about the transformation of our towns on pages 20 and
21 to the latest update on improvements at Preston Park on
page 29. There’s also information about the Stockton-on-Tees
Food Power Network and how it is helping people access
healthy and affordable food on page 14.
On page 28 you can read about a tree planting programme the
Council is carrying out in partnership with the national charity,
Trees for Cities. It’s seeing schools, businesses and volunteers
all working with us to help plant 15,000 trees this year and next.
Across our Borough there are several places where start-up
retailers can have a chance to test trade their business ideas in
a low-risk environment like a pop-up shop. You can read about
it on page 40, there are some great little independent shops in
all of our towns well worth a visit.
Here at the Council we’re continuing to do all we can to help
our residents stay living independently in their own homes for
as long as possible. You can read about a range of services we
provide in our Ambitious, Effective and Proud to Serve feature
on page 37 and in our Day in the Life piece on page 36 we take
a closer look at the handyperson service.
At the end of last month the Council launched a new website
which has great features like the online account My Council,
where you can easily check things like your bin collection
days, local councillor contact details as well as request certain
Council services and track their progress. If you sign up, you
can even opt to receive regular updates about council services
and events from us by email.
And finally, don’t forget to pull out and keep the events guide
in the centre of the magazine. We’ve got a really packed events
programme, so you’ll not be short of things to see and do this
spring and summer.

Julie Danks
Managing Director
Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council

News

From across the Borough

Last month the
Government
published
its plan for
living with
Coronavirus.

COVID-19 Update
There is no longer a legal requirement to self-isolate if you test
positive for COVID-19, however you are advised to stay at home
and avoid contact with other people for at least five full days.
There are still steps we can all take to reduce the risk of
catching and spreading the virus. They are:

• Get vaccinated
• Let fresh air in if meeting indoors, or meet outside
• Consider wearing a face covering in crowded, enclosed

High praise for Children’s Services
Social workers from the
Council are “committed,
skilled and dedicated”,
according to a recent
Ofsted report.

The development, adjacent to the
Sycamores, in Stockton Town Centre,
features 14 two-bedroom, energy efficient
and environmentally friendly bungalows
which are designed to provide a desirable
place for older residents to live.
The project is a joint venture between
Keepmoat Homes, Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council, the Tees Valley Combined
Authority and Thirteen Group.
It is part of wider plans to improve every
town centre across the Borough and make
them fit for the future, encouraging people
to live in or nearby high streets and town
centres.

The report found a “determined and well-established leadership
team” as well as social workers who “thoroughly enjoy” working
for the Council and know their children “extremely well”.
The authority was also praised for how it “swiftly responded” to
the range of challenges posed by the Coronavirus pandemic.
You can read the full report at www.report.ofsted.gov.uk and
search ‘Stockton-on-Tees’.

Thornaby
Market scoops
national award

spaces

• Get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms
• Wash your hands regularly and cover coughs and sneezes
Turn to page 19 to read more advice from the Director of Public
Health for Stockton-on-Tees about how to protect yourself and
others.

Thornaby Market has
won Best Small Outdoor
Market at the Great British
Market Awards.

At home in
Elm House
bungalows
The last of fourteen
new two-bedroom
bungalows on the new
Elm House estate are
now occupied.

As part of their programmed reviews of our children’s social
care services, Ofsted inspectors visited the Council in
December 2021 to look at the local authority’s arrangements for
planning and achieving permanence for vulnerable children.

Elton Interchange
Improvements
Work has begun on a
major road improvement
scheme at Elton
Interchange.
The existing roundabouts are being removed to allow the
construction of a new traffic signal-controlled interchange on
the bridge above the A66 at Elton. The works will also include
widening sections of Yarm Back Lane and re-alignment of
Darlington Road.
The project is funded by Homes England with contributions
from Taylor Wimpey and Persimmon and will be complete by
September 2023.

Mick Barker, President of the National Association of British
Market Authorities, said: “The judging panel was particularly
impressed with the increasing number of traders as a result of
an innovative rental incentive scheme.”
The market was also praised for how nice the market is and for
its work with a host of partners which includes providing local
schools and charities with stalls free of charge for community
initiatives.
Thornaby Market takes place in Thornaby Town Centre every
Thursday.
For more information about Stockton-on-Tees markets, visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/markets

Pupils enjoying the new play area at
Durham Lane Primary School

Our incredible schools

Schools across Stockton-on-Tees are performing “incredibly”.

98 per cent of primary school children in our Borough go to
a school rated by Ofsted as “Good” or “Outstanding” and the
corresponding figure for secondary school pupils stands at
96.7%.
Eddie Huntington, Head of Education at Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council said: “Schools in our Borough really are
performing incredibly well and I’m very proud of all our staff
and pupils – as well as the parents, carers and governors who
support them.” In a recent inspection, Oxbridge Lane Primary
School achieved a “Good” rating. Inspectors described it
as “a kind, caring and welcoming place where everyone is
accepted”. Teachers were praised for quickly addressing any
gaps in pupils’ knowledge caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

in Egglescliffe, St Mark’s Church of England Primary and
St Bede’s Catholic Primary, both in Stockton, were also
recently rated“Good”. Westlands Academy and Grangefield
Academy, both in Stockton, also retained “Good” in their latest
inspections.

Investing in
our schools

Stockton-on-Tees Borough
Council’s school investment
programme is continuing
across the Borough.

Work is under way at Egglescliffe School to replace a number
of older buildings with modern, efficient and specialist
teaching spaces in a new three-storey building.
The school has also taken advantage of these planned
improvements and recently installed a new all-weather pitch
as part of a separate contract.
In another exciting update, Durham Lane Primary School
has seen improvements to the outdoor play area. It includes
a theatre, encouraging the children to work collaboratively,
and a mud kitchen which will allow them to work with clay,
improving speech, language and communication. The school
has received £50,000 which will fund landscaping of the area
and will install new play structures and a canopy.
Meanwhile, students at All Saint’s Academy in Ingleby Barwick
are enjoying a new wing which has helped to create 200 new
pupil places.

Meanwhile, St Patrick’s Catholic College, Thornaby, was
rated “Good”. Inspectors said the college had “improved
substantially since its last inspection”.
Ingleby Barwick’s St Therese of Lisieux Catholic Primary
School, Pentland Primary in Billingham, Bader Primary in
Thornaby, Egglescliffe Church of England Primary School

Safer parking
In the November edition of Stockton-on-Tees
News we told you about William Cassidi C of E
Primary School and its campaign to stop cars
parking irresponsibly.
The campaign, funded by S tillington and Whitton Parish
Council, saw the school place cut outs of children next to the

Pupils from Whitehouse
Primary School
road to encourage parents to park safely.
Now the scheme has been adopted by Whitehouse Primary
School in Stockton and they are hoping other schools across
the Borough will do the same.
Any incidents of inconsiderate parking outside schools can be
reported directly to civic.enforcement@stockton.gov.uk or by
calling 01642 528439.

New family support
service

Thornbrook Construction handover the keys to John
Phillipson, CEO of the North East Autism Society.

There’s a range of support
available for children and
young people aged 0-18 years
old on their autism, ADHD,
sensory processing or Foetal
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
(FASD) journey.

New school in Stockon-on-Tees
A new school for children with
autism is opening in Stocktonon-Tees this spring.
The North-East Autism Society (NEAS) has invested
£1.3million to transform Kiora Hall in Roseworth into a
dedicated facility for children with autism.
The new design, by PW Architectural Consultants, features
12 classrooms, a kitchen, computer room, arts and crafts
facilities, and sports hall. Talks are also ongoing with
Roseworth Big Local about making parts of the building,
including the sports hall, available for community use.

NEAS Chief Executive John Phillipson said: “It’s been a
pleasure to work with a local authority that shares our passion
for improving the lives of children with special educational
needs.”
Mr Phillipson said Thornbrook Construction and Cadman
Associates had done a “fantastic job” in keeping the project on
track despite the pandemic.
The first pupils will start at the school shortly followed by
around twelve more children in September.
NEAS are recruiting teachers, teaching assistants, cleaners,
and kitchen staff from the local area. To find out more go to
www.ne-as.org.uk

Keeping young minds well
There are times when
we all find life difficult,
children and young
people included.
Here we take a look at some of things the NHS recommends
parents and carers can do to give them the best chance of
staying well both mentally and emotionally.

• Be there to listen and regularly ask how they’re doing
• Show an interest in things that are important to them
• Take what they say seriously without judging their feelings
• Support them through difficulties
• Encourage them to explore their interests
Build positive routines including a good night’s sleep,
•healthy
eating and exercise
There are also a number of organisations which offer
specialised mental health support services for young people.
Visit www.stocktoninformationdirectory.org
and search ‘young minds’.

The charity Daisy Chain has been jointly commissioned by
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council and NHS Tees Valley
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) to provide the Family
Support Service.

It’s open to families before, after and during diagnosis and is a
chance to get involved in things like weekly drop-in sessions.
Also on offer are courses for children and their families to
help develop communications skills as well as other informal
sessions where families can gain and share knowledge.
Parents and carers can contact the team directly by emailing
family.support@daisychainproject.co.uk or calling 01642
531248 (option 1).
www.daisychainproject.co.uk/family-support-service
daisychainproject

Meet the new
Big Committee

Hi, I’m Emma and
I’m a member of
Bright Minds Big
Futures (BMBF).
I’m 16 and live
in Eaglescliffe.
I joined BMBF last year as I wanted
to meet new people and see what
opportunities it would bring. I am keen to
work with younger children and people
my own age to help and support them
when they need it. Having been through a
lot myself and struggled to find support,
it has driven me to help others and make
a difference.
I am very creative and when I finish
school later on this year, I will be going
to college to study art and design. This
is with a view to possibly using my skills
to provide art therapy to children who are
going through a tough time or are poorly,
as I found it helpful myself.
I have already made some good friends
and am loving being a part of BMBF, the
events and opportunities it gives.

Bright Minds Big Futures is led by an elected panel
of young people called the Big Committee.
Katie Jenkins
Chair

Each member of the Big Commitee has lead responsibility for a particular portfolio.
Together they write an annual plan for BMBF, setting our their aims and objectives.
BMBF members took to the polls to vote for their Big Committee last month, and here
are the results.
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Is your business
BMBF Approved?
BMBF Approved is an award given
by BMBF to rate local businesses
and venues on how accessible the
businesses and venues are for
young people.

Alex Matthews

Bailey-Louise Rogers

Emma Smith

Lily Crisp

Head of Communications and
Engagement

Head of Health and Wellbeing

Parul Sinha

Sally Sheridan

Vicky Nightscales

Head of Special Educational Needs

Head of Business, Regeneration
and Transport

Elise Watson

Head of Arts, Leisure and Culture

BMBF members try out what they have to offer, looking at everything from
facilities to a friendly atmosphere.
And, as the environment is so important to BMBF members, the award was
recently expanded to include an assessment of organisations’ eco goals such
as recycling and reusing. Businesses that meet the criteria are awarded a
certificate and sticker to display.
Late last year, BMBF were delighted to be invited to assess Stockton Globe for
BMBF Approved status. They passed with flying colours.
If you are a local business or community venue and want to be BMBF Approved,
please get in touch by emailing brightmindsbigfutures@stockton.gov.uk

Head of Children and Young People’s
Services

Olivia Jessop

GIRL empowerment

Follow the BMBF social media accounts to
find out more and keep up with the latest
updates.
www.facebook.com/
brightmindsbigfutures
www.twitter.com/_bmbf
www.instagram.com/_bmbf/
@_bmbf

The GIRL Project aims to support and
empower girls and young women across
the Borough.
BMBF are looking for inspiring girls and women to be interviewed and tell their
stories. The interviews will be made into a series of podcasts and radio shows
for The GIRL Project’s Grow Into Real Leaders campaign. A special event
featuring these stories will be held at ARC.
More information is coming soon so stay updated at
www.stockton.gov.uk/BMBF or follow BMBF on social media.

Head of Equality and Diversity

Head of Environment and
Green Space

Head of Community Safety

Could you be eligible for
healthy start vouchers?
If you’re pregnant or have a child under four, the
Healthy Start scheme can help you buy foods
like milk, vegetables, fruit and pulses.
To qualify for the food vouchers you will usually need to receive
one of the following benefits:
Child Tax Credit (but only if your family’s annual income is
• £16,190
or less)
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Pension Credit
U niversal Credit (only if your family earns £408 or less per
• month
from employment)

But anyone under 18 who is pregnant is entitled to the vouchers,
even if they don’t get any of these benefits.
You’ll get £4.25 each week if you’re pregnant or have a child
between one and four and if you’ve got a child under one you’ll
receive £8.50 each week.

You can also get coupons once every eight weeks to swap for
pregnancy vitamins, breastfeeding vitamins and vitamins for
children from birth to 4 years old.
It’s really easy to apply at www.healthystart.nhs.uk/how-toapply or speak to your Midwife or Health Visitor.

Already getting Healthy Start Vouchers?
Changes are coming!
From 31 March, paper vouchers will no longer be issued so
you should apply for the new digital service as soon as possible
by visiting www.healthystart.nhs.uk. You will fill in an online
application form and then receive a new pre-paid card in the
post. Once you’ve activated your PIN, you can use the card
in most retail stores that sell eligible items and accept
Mastercard payments.
Did you know? You can also use your card to prove you are
eligible for pregnancy vitamins, breastfeeding vitamins and
vitamins for children from birth to 4 years old.

Green fingers
at Bowesfield
Primary

Children at Bowesfield Primary School in
Stockton are set to transform their school pond
and gardening area later this year.

Free Easter holiday
activities
Eligible children across Stockton-on-Tees can enjoy
a range of fun, free holiday activities throughout the
school Easter holidays.

The Key Stage 2 pupils are spending time with the Corner House
Youth Project working on allotments to learn the gardening
skills they will need for the exciting project.
Henri is one of them, he says: “I love my time on the allotment.
We’ve done all sorts of things like preparing the soil for planting,
learning how to prune trees and we’ve even been able to collect
eggs from the hens. I can’t wait to get to work at our school.”
(From left to right): Aaron, Emily, Ostin and Henri

Celebrating a
diamond couple
Tommy and Joan Franks from Norton
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
with help from their friends at the Council’s
Dementia Drop-in session.

The couple, who attend the dementia group, mentioned it was
going to be their diamond wedding anniversary so everyone
was determined to give them a fitting celebration with local
businesses kindly donating flowers, a cake and refreshments to
make it special.
Joan brought along her beautiful wedding dress and receipt
from the original wedding reception, costing just £16 which was
a real talking point amongst guests!
The monthly dementia drop-in happens each month and is an
opportunity for those living with dementia, their carers and
family to meet in a relaxed environment to chat, have some cake
with a cup of tea or coffee, share stories and form friendships.
The sessions are held on the first Wednesday of every month.
The next one is on Wednesday 6 April, 2-4pm at the Hampton by
Hilton Hotel, Church Road, Stockton.
The LiveWell Dementia Hub also supports people with
dementia, their families and carers as well as anyone who
would like to learn about the condition. Contact the team on
01642 527363 or email livewell-hub@stockton.gov.uk

An inclusive Borough
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council has been looking at how the Borough can be a more accessible place for people
living with disabilities.
The Council recently carried out a scrutiny review to explore
how it can contribute to a more disability inclusive Borough.
The recommendations included things like making sure the
Council’s website is easy to navigate and carrying out training
with staff to highlight different types of disability to improve
communication and customer service.
It was also acknowledged that there is a clear need for more
Changing Places toilet facilities in areas of high footfall such as
town centres, visitor attractions and retail parks.

The Borough has three of these facilities in Stockton and
Billingham’s Tesco Extra stores, and now with a new addition at
Teesside Park.
Changing Places are specialist larger accessible toilets for
severely disabled people, with equipment such as hoists,
privacy screens, adult-sized changing benches, peninsula
toilets and space for carers making the facilities safer and more
comfortable.
Find out more about the Changing Places scheme at
www.changing-places.org

Don’t lose sleep over unhealthy habits

It’s an exciting opportunity to try new things, learn new skills,
make friends, and there’s a healthy meal included each day too.

Help is on hand for people living across Stockton-on-Tees
who want to kick their unhealthy habits.

The sessions are free for any children aged five to 16 who live
in Stockton-on-Tees and are in receipt of benefits-related free
school meals.

Change Grow Live (CGL) has been commissioned by Stocktonon-Tees Borough Council to provide the free, confidential
Healthy Habits service.

It’s all thanks to the Holiday Activities and Food Programme
(HAF), led by Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council in partnership
with the Department for Education.

It offers one-off awareness sessions online covering
topics such as sleep, physical activity, gambling, nutrition,
relationships, finance, smoking, anxiety, alcohol use and drug
use. You can leave your camera off and use an anonymous
name if you wish.

Find out more at www.stockton.gov.uk/haf or
email haf@stockton.gov.uk or call 01642 527752.

Places can be booked at www.stockton.gov.uk/healthy-habits.
There is also a six week programme to support people whose
alcohol or drug use is affecting them. To register or simply find
out more about CGL, visit www.changegrowlive.org
Alternatively speak to the Healthy
Habits Team at 01642 673888 to
find out more or visit
stocktonhealthyhabits

Our People

Food and toiletries are available for free, or for a small donation,
from SFPN Community Pantries and other Eco Shops.
As well as food support, they offer other help such as healthy
eating advice, cooking workshops and community cafes.
Food banks are also accessible across the Borough.
For more information about your local Community Pantries or
the SFPN, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/SFPN

Tell your story with the Community Partnerships
The seven Community Partnerships across Stockton-on-Tees are working to help our
communities to be cohesive, strong and welcoming. They aim to tackle poverty and
ensure people across the Borough aren’t lonely.

Our People

People living across the Borough can get
healthy food they can afford thanks to the
Stockton-on-Tees Food Power Network
(SFPN).

Here are some of the great shops, pantries and food banks.

Norton Grange Community Pantry

Somerset Road, Norton, TS20 2ND
Tuesday 1.30pm - 3pm
Free and low cost items available.

Amal Project and Sprouts Eco Shop

Arlington Park, Adderley Street, TS18 3GT
Thursday 1pm - 3pm
Free bread, vegetables and fruit.
Five store cupboard items and toiletries for £1.
Jean and Brenda

In Living Memory

Chad’s Pantry

110 Ragpath Lane, Roseworth, TS19 9AY
Thursday 9am - 12pm, Sunday 9am - 11am
Free items depending on availability, ten food items or five
toiletries for £1.

Billingham & Stockton Borough Foodbank

4-6 West Precinct, Billingham Town Centre, TS23 2NH
Free nutritionally balanced food to last three days and
support for those with a valid food bank voucher.
Find out more at billinghamstocktonborough.foodbank.org.uk

In Living Memory is just one of the projects run by the
Community Partnerships, and celebrates the stories and
history of local residents, who often don’t get the chance to
tell their tale.

Jean started taking foreign students into her home in
Stockton from 1990 after she was approached by a local
teacher from Our Lady in St Bede’s School to help with their
foreign exchange programme.

Brenda, 79, and Jean, 73 have been best friends for over
50 years and live in the Stockton Central Community
Partnership area. Together they told us their unique stories.

Jean’s first student was a Swedish girl, who’s whole family
ended up visiting Stockton.

Brenda
Brenda worked at the popular Leslie Brown’s toy shop,
pictured, on Stockton High Street for 11 years in the late
1950s, which she thoroughly enjoyed and made good friends.
She helped to build the popular model railway in the store,
where one penny would set a train to ride once around the
track.
Other customer favourites included the Pelham Puppets
show and yo-yos. Brenda told us that Leslie Brown’s
used to get American “professional yo-yoers” to put on
demonstrations in the shop.

Sprouts Eco Shop

The Community Hub, Havelock Street, Thornaby, TS17 6HN
Tuesday and Wednesday 10am - 12pm
Free bread, vegetables and fruit.
Five store cupboard items and toiletries for £1.

14

St. Andrew’s Methodist Church Food Bank

St. Andrew’s Methodist Church, Hardwick, TS19 8DW
Wednesday 11am - 2pm
Free food for those with a valid food bank voucher, advice and
more available to all. To find out more, call 07810 521 255.

The SFPN is a partnership of voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations that aims to transform the way that
communities experiencing food poverty access support and help people to have long, sustainable lives that are free from hunger.

Jean

Jean loved showing off what Stockton-on-Tees had to offer,
and fascinated families by taking them on the 20 minute drive
to the coast or the countryside.
The friendships that Jean forged with the students were
timeless, and she bonded with families through shared
recipes and a love of food - something she thoroughly
enjoyed.
Jean said “The students have enriched my life. I’ve met
people who didn’t think they wanted to be in the North East,
and wanted to go to London. But once they’ve visited, they all
came back!”
Visit www.stockton.gov.uk/inlivingmemory for more
information, or if you’ve got a story to tell.

Lesley also had the job of turning on the lights for the shop
every morning - by going into the shop’s basement. Did you
know there’s a large well under the old shop? Brenda could
barely see the bottom!

Would you like to join us?
The Community Partnerships are always on the lookout for new members. Whether you’d like to be involved in one specific
event, want to volunteer an hour or two every month or would like to be involved in running the partnerships, everybody is
welcome to join.
If you’re interested, please contact the Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Engagement Team on 01642 528830
or email engagement@stockton.gov.uk.
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Helping our young people
A Stockton-on-Tees based charity is helping
disadvantaged young people across the Tees Valley
develop the skills they need to reach their full potential.
Roseberry Community Consortium provides activities like free
music sessions through their project Starmakarz, Plot to Plate
workshops to teach skills like cooking and budgeting, and
dyspraxia support groups.

Our regular Spotlight On
feature highlights the
vital work the Borough’s
voluntary, community
and social enterprise
organisations are carrying
out across Stockton-onTees.

Getting out in
the community
There’s lots going on across
Borough to help people who may
feel lonely or isolated.

Tees Music Alliance is a charity focused
on helping musicians, their audiences,
supporting industries and community
groups across the Borough.

Here’s just two of the services on offer to help you build confidence and make
friends.

The charity runs a programme of live
music including events like Stockton
Calling, Songs from Northern Britain and
Counterfest, but much of their work is
behind the scenes.

Community Connect offers one-to-one and group sessions to support you to take
part in local groups and activities. There are opportunities to meet new people,
try out new hobbies and social groups as well as take part in health and
wellbeing sessions.

The organisation advises local artists
on the best ways into the music industry
and works with specialist advisors
to mentor local talent. Tees Music
Alliance also runs its own recording
studio, record label and space for local
musicians to rehearse.
Paul Burns, Chief Executive, said: “Tees
Music Alliance’s aim is to support local
musicians and get their music heard.
We’re particularly focused on helping
Tees Valley based artists get more
national recognition through our links
with the wider music industry.
“Everything we do is on a not-forprofit basis for the benefit of our local
community, especially our work to
develop local talent. Every time a ticket
is bought for a show or a drink ordered
from our bar, the proceeds go back into
helping with our work.”
For more information visit
teesmusicalliance.org.uk, email
info@teesmusicalliance.org.uk or phone
01642 606525 (voicemail service).

It’s also recently opened a gym and dance studio, a training
room and a podcasting studio on Skinner Street in Stockton.
The gym and podcasting studio are available for hire by local
organisations.

Community Connect Stockton-on-Tees

Anyone over 16 can access the service by emailing
communityconnectston@pcp.uk.net or by calling 01642 647770
@CommunityConnectStockton
@CommConn

Social Lights
Social Lights is for people who are receiving support from the Council’s Adult Social
Care teams.
It aims to help eligible adults build confidence and socialise so they can reach their
personal goals and follow their interests whatever their circumstance.
The scheme is run by friendly volunteers who are matched with a person based on
interests and hobbies.
The service is currently looking for volunteers. No qualifications or experience are
required, and full training is provided. Contact Alice Robinson at alice.robinson@
catalyststockton.org or call 07961 660 944 for more information.
If you are an adult receiving social care and would like to know more about how
Social Lights can help you, speak to your care provider.
To find out more about Community Connect, Social Lights and other organisations
and services supporting people who may feel lonely go to
www.stocktoninformationdirectory.org and search ‘Loneliness’
And don’t forget each of the seven communities in Stockton-on-Tees have their
own Community Partnership which are working to tackle poverty, loneliness and
self-isolation. Turn to page 15 to find out more about what they do and how you
can get involved.

If you can help with fundraising and volunteering, or would
like to refer a young person, please contact Pritthijit Datta on
07804 368 585.
For more information, visit
www.roseberrycommunityconsortium.org or find the charity
on Facebook by searching Roseberry Community Consortium.

Safer
Streets
Parts of Stockton Town
Centre and Parkfield are
benefitting from a host of
crime prevention measures
in a bid to tackle crime and
anti-social behaviour.
Free crime prevention home visits are available for anyone
living within the Safer Streets area. Residents can get advice
about how to improve the security of their homes with things
like gate locks, door locks and alarms, exterior lighting and
security marking of property.
New CCTV, street lighting and alley gates are among the crime
tackling improvements that have already been put in place
after a successful bid was put together by Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council in partnership with the Police and Crime
Commissioner, securing £366,289 from the Government’s
Safer Streets fund.
The funding has also been used to boost security of empty
properties with protective screens to prevent access and antisocial behaviour.
Residents within the Safer Streets area will receive a letter
inviting them to have a free crime prevention check and the
offer of crime prevention products, so look out for the letter
dropping through your letterbox soon.

Welfare Officer Derek Hall with Maggie

Prestigious award for
protecting stray dogs
The dedication of the Council’s animal
welfare team to protect stray dogs has
been recognised with a prestigious
RSPCA award.

Don’t fall for
rogue traders
Residents are being reminded to watch
out for rogue traders if they’re thinking
about getting some home repairs and
improvements this spring.
Rogue Traders often call unexpectedly at your home and put
pressure on you to get work done immediately, pointing out
issues that you can’t easily check yourself.
To avoid this happening:

Choose a trader who has been recommended
by local family, neighbours or friends
Get quotes from at least three different
traders to compare prices
Ask for the quote in writing to ensure that the
price doesn’t go up afterwards
Never hire a trader who comes to the door
looking for work
Don’t pay until the job is finished and you are
satisfied with the work
You can report scams to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. For
more information or advice visit www.stockton.gov.uk/SBCtrading-standards

The team has won ‘Gold’ in the stray dogs category of the
charity’s PawPrints Awards, which acknowledge organisations
that go above and beyond to ensure higher animal welfare
standards.
The award celebrates excellent handling and care of stray
dogs alongside more long-term issues including responsible
dog ownership, neutering, micro-chipping and rehoming.
For more information on microchipping and the services
provided by the Council’s Animal Welfare team, including what
to do if you find a stray dog or lose your own, visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/animal-welfare or call 01642 526575.
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A message from the Director of
Public Health for Stockton-onTees, Sarah Bowman-Abouna
It’s been more than two years since the first case of COVID-19 was reported in Stockton-on-Tees and
yet we are still living with the virus which can cause serious illness, particularly if you’ve not had the
COVID-19 vaccine or booster vaccination or have an existing health condition.
There are a number of steps we can all take to help reduce the risk of catching COVID-19 or passing it
on to our family and friends.

• Get vaccinated: Being fully vaccinated is the best way

of protecting yourself and others. Evidence shows
that two doses provides very effective protection from
hospitalisation but you’ll need a booster to maintain this
high level of protection
You can find out how to get a vaccination at www.nhs.uk/
coronavirusvaccine or by calling 119 (7am-11pm). There
are also a number of walk-in clinics which you can find out
about at www.teesvalleyccg.nhs.uk

• Choose to wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed
spaces to help stop the spread of COVID-19

• Take a lateral flow test before you meet others in crowded

indoor places or meeting someone who is at higher risk of
getting seriously ill from COVID-19

• If you are not feeling well and have COVID symptoms, stay at
home and take a PCR test

• If you test positive for COVID-19 stay at home and avoid
contact with other people

• Let fresh air in if you meet indoors but remember choosing
to meet other people outdoors is safer

• Wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser
regularly throughout the day

• If you cough or sneeze, follow the catch it, bin it, kill it
advice.

Thank you for everything you are all doing to
protect each other.

For the latest advice about COVID-19 visit www.stockton.gov.uk/coronavirus

Transforming our towns
Here you can read the latest developments in our
ongoing work to reshape our town centres.

Stockton
Ingleby Barwick
People living in Ingleb y Barwick were asked for their views
on proposed improvements to Romano P ark at two public
consultation sessions last month.

Billingham
The commitment to inv est in Billingham, originally appr oved
in 2021, still remains and the Council is submitting an
application to r ound two of the Levelling Up F und programme
when it is announced this spring.

A number of businesses ha ve relocated from the Castlegate
Centre to Wellington Squar e and the north end of the High
Street over the last few months, with Card Factory and
Savers being the latest to open their doors.
The moves are happening ahead of the demolition of the
Castlegate Centre. Part of the Castlegate Shopping Centr e
car park is to permanently close fr om Sunday 27 March
ahead of the demolition and r edevelopment of the centr e
beginning later this spring.

The demolition will make way for a large riverside park
alongside a new leisur e centre, library, customer service
centre and registry office.

The options include the cr eation of more open leisure
facilities, community spaces and wa ys to make the park
more accessible for residents and visitors. Residents hear d
about enhancements to the existing pla y area, the nature
reserve and the development of the large, open area south of
All Saint’s Academy.
Feedback from the sessions will be analysed and published
before a design and programme is developed.

Thornaby
The Council has taken control of the long-term v acant
eyesore, Phoenix House, and has bold plans for its
demolition and redevelopment as a key part of Thornaby’s
£23.9million Town Deal.

Norton
In December, residents, businesses and visitors ga ve their
thoughts on pr oposed improvements to Norton High Str eet.
The proposals include the cr eation of a new one-way system
to improve traffic flow and movement, flexible spaces
for events and the cr eation of a more pedestrian-friendly

The Tower Street entrance to the shopping centr e’s multistorey car park will close with the r emainder of the centr e’s
rooftop car park staying open. Shoppers and other users
will be able access the car park thr ough the Riv erside Road
entrance via the spiral ramp.

environment to suppor t the growing daytime and evening
economy. A detailed summary of the engagement findings
and the next steps for the scheme is a vailable at
www.stockton.gov.uk/norton

The Council, working as par t of Thornaby Town Deal
Board, is in the process of developing business cases
for submission to Government in May. This will set out
investment priorities acr oss Thornaby that will see par ts
of the Phoenix House site r edeveloped, investment in new
skills facilities, cy cle infrastructur e and improvements
across North Thornaby.

Yarm
We are building on Yarm’s position as a thriving visitor
destination. Planning has been submitted for the
restoration of Yarm Town Hall, including a Heritage Centr e
and education resource. The work will be funded as par t
of the successful application for £20million fr om round
one of the Levelling Up F und programme and in addition to
investment from Stockton-on-Tees and Yarm Town Council.
A separate bid is also being pr epared to the National
Lottery Heritage Fund to develop a full heritage-based
activity pr ogramme.

Lighting the way
It’s now easier than ever to take part in
sports after dark at Northfield School’s
Sportsdrome.

All of the internal light fittings, including the flood lights on t
full size 3G and grass pitches, have been replaced with LEDs.
Not only is the light quality much better, its more
environmentally friendly and cheaper too with the Sportsdrome
seeing around a 50 per cent saving in energy consumption,
carbon emissions and cost.
The LED project was delivered in partnership with Stockton-

Earth Hour
26 March 2022
8.30pm - 9.30pm

on-Tees Borough Council and Salix Finance following a
successful grant application for £66,000 as part of the Public
Sector Decarbonisation Scheme funded by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS).
The Council also secured funding for new LED lights on Infinity
Bridge which are expected to generate annual cost savings of
around £8,000 and reduce energy consumption by around
84 per cent.

Landmarks
shine bright
Iconic bridges and buildings in Stocktonon-Tees will light up for good causes and
important anniversaries throughout this year.
The popular memorial lighting scheme sees structur es like
Newport Bridge and Stockton T own Hall bathed in colour ful
lights to show the Bor ough’s support for a range of nationally
recognised occasions lik e Holocaust Memorial Day, World
Cancer Day and Show Racism the Red Car d.
New additions for 2022 include the National Da y of Reflection
on 23 March, the anniv ersary of the first national lock down.
And on 26 March the lights will be switched-off completely
between 8.30pm and 9.30pm for Ear th Hour. Don’t worry
though, even when the lights ar e switched on the y are powered
by super energy efficient LEDs.
To see the full feature lighting schedule for 2022 visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/feature-lighting-schedule

Your guide to unmissable e vents happening acr oss Stockton-on-Tees this
spring and summer.
Visit www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees to find out mo e.

Record Fair

Saturday 28 May
Stockton High Street
Come along to the ever-popular specialist r ecord fair. Buy
your favourite CDs and records, whilst browsing the fantastic
memorabilia.

Volunteers Market

Wednesday 1 June
Stockton High Street
Find out about v olunteering oppor tunities available across the
Borough at our Volunteers Market.

Chic Vintique

Fire Engine and Vintage Vehicle Show

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 June
Preston Park Museum & Grounds
The annual Fir e Engine and Vintage V ehicle Show returns to
Preston Park bringing two action pack ed days out inv olving
more than 300 impressive vehicles, live stunts and activities.

Saturday 9 April
Stockton High Street
Visit this popular mark et for vintage clothing, homewar es,
antiques and collectables as well as gor geous handmade
gifts and sweet tr eats.

Yarm Gala and Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations

Sunday 5 June
Yarm High Street
This year will be a special celebration and par ty for the
Queen’s Jubilee. With liv e music, dancers, demonstrations,
fair rides and fun activities for childr en. Plus charity e vents,
arts and crafts, food and drink, str eet performances and not
forgetting Yarm Fun Run at 10.30am.

Stockton Calling

Saturday 16 April
Multiple venues
A day long music festival which takes over 11 of Stockton’s
music venues and clubs and sees over 80 bands perform. The
festival showcases some of the best original emerging music,
both home grown and from further afield, alongside some
established favourites and legends. www.stocktoncalling.co.uk

Kapow Sci-Fi Market

Saturday 2 July
Stockton High Street
Beam down to our Kapow Sci-Fi Mark et for a day tailor made
for all sci-fi fans

Celebrate the Queen’s platinum Jubilee across
Stockton-on-Tees:
Platinum Jubilee Beacons

Thursday 2 June
Stockton High Street
To coincide with the lighting of beacons acr oss the UK, the
Mayor of Stockton-on-Tees will light a beacon in Stockton
High Street.

Platinum Jubilee Party

Saturday 4 June
Stockton Riverside
Enjoy live entertainment with a da y of live music from across
the decades of the Queen ’s reign.

Stockton Cycling Festival

Platinum Big Jubilee Lunch
Supercar Saturday

Saturday 7 May
Stockton High Street
The High Street will be lined with an extraor dinary selection of
supercars. Get up close to the latest models alongside racing,
classic and vintage cars. Pr esented by JPC Motorsport.

Sunday 5 June
Tees Barrage
Bring your picnic blank ets and chairs to Tees Barrage for the
Big Jubilee Lunch. There will also be enter tainment for y ou to
enjoy.
Plus there will be public events and community activities to
get involved in across the four day weekend.

Teesside Airshow

Saturday 11 June
Teesside International Airport
Teesside Airshow is back with a pack ed programme including
amazing fly- ys and aeroplane displays, live music, food stalls
and much more.www.teessideairshow.co.uk

Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 July
Stockton Riverside
Stockton Cy cling Festival returns for its 10th y ear with a
line-up full of activity including elite racing, cy cling challenges
for all abilities, stunts, demonstrations and interactiv e fun.
Plus sign up for the Stockton Spor tive on Saturday 2 July.
Visit www.velo29events.com/sportives/stockton-sportive

To begin the game
just tap your fob on
the box and then
walk, cycle or roll to
the next one. You
can keep an eye
on your progress
using the online
leaderboard and
there are prizes for
people who clock
up the most miles.

Thornaby Show

Saturday 16 and Saturday 17 July
Myton Pub, Ingleby Barwick
Ingleby Barwick’s family fun weekend returns with plenty of
entertainment for all ages.

PULL OUT AND KEEP

To get started simply collect a fob from participating
distribution points and use the online map to find the nearest
‘Beat Box’ which are placed on lampposts across the Borough.

And for anyone looking for more outdoor fun, keep a look out
for the Love Exploring app which is set to launch in parks
across the Borough this spring. To download the app search
‘Love Exploring’ in the app store.
For more information visit
www.beatthestreet.me/stockton-on-tees

Billingham Show

Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September
John Whitehead Park
Head down to John Whitehead P ark for the annual Billingham
show for a day bursting with activity .

SIRF

Thursday 4 – Sunday 7 August
Stockton Town Centre and Riverside
SIRF r eturns for four, free unmissable days of street theatre,
music, dance and outdoor ar ts. Plus the Community Carniv al
will return on Sunda y 7 August transforming the High Str eet
into a sea of colour and music.
www.sirf.co.uk
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Stockton-on-Tees has been turned into
a giant game for all ages and you’ve got
between now and 13 April to take part.

Commissioned by
Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council with support from the National Lottery via
Sport England, Beat the Street is a new interactive game
which aims to improve mental and physical wellbeing.

Stockton & Darlington Railway 197th
Anniversary Specialist Market

Saturday 24 September
Stockton High Street
Step back in time in Stockton as we celebrate the 197th
Anniversary of Stockton-Darlington Railwa y. You’ll learn the
story of the events of 1825, inspired by the beginnings of the
public railways.

This is just a selection of the fantastic e vents to enjoy in Stockton-on-T ees. Make sure you don’t miss out!
Further information can be found on all of these e vents and more at www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees
enjoyteesvalley
@EnjoyTeesValley
@enjoyteesvalley

Countdown to the 200th Anniversary of the
Stockton and Darlington Railway
Steam train journeys, exhibitions, parades
and arts and theatre events are just some of
the things being planned to mark the 200th
anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway in 2025.
Opened on 27 September 1825, the Stockton and Darlington
Railway was the world’s first public railway to use steam
locomotives. To mark this special occasion, a series of events
are being planned by councils and groups across Stockton-onTees, Darlington, Durham and Shildon.

For the very latest COVID-19 information visit www.stockton.gov.uk/coronavirus

Ingleby Barwick Family Fun Weekend

Sunday 4 September
Harold Wilson Recreation Centre, Thornaby
A day filled with fun for all the family!

Our Places

Beat the Street Stockton-on-Tees

It is hoped the activity will also trigger dozens of minicarnivals, parades, and celebrations across communities
along the 26-mile line.
To keep up to date with the plans visit www.sdr1825.org.uk
The bicentenary celebrations are being delivered by the
Stockton and Darlington Railway Heritage Partnership, which
includes Darlington Borough Council, Durham City Council,
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council and Tees Valley Combined
Authority working alongside the Friends of Stockton and
Darlington Railway, Historic England, National Railway
Museum, Network Rail and others.
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Our Places

A greener
Stockton-on-Tees
Over 15,000 trees are being
planted across Stockton-on-Tees
over the next two years.

Between January and March local schools, businesses and
volunteers have helped to plant more than 7,500 trees and
the remainder will be planted next winter.
Because trees absorb carbon, the programme will contribute
to the Council’s net zero ambitions. The major tree planting
drive will also improve local communities by adding more
woodland cover, provide wildlife habitats and increase
biodiversity, improve air quality and reduce flood risk.
The Trees in Stockton-on-Tees initiative celebrates the
Borough’s trees, new and old, raising awareness of their
value and involves local communities in tree planting,
aftercare and other activities.
The Council, in partnership with national charity Trees for
Cities, has secured £360,000 funding to plant standard trees,
fruit trees and young trees.
If you would like more information or to get involved in the
tree planting email treeproject@stockton.gov.uk

Our Places

Aerial view showing locations of potential improvements

Exciting new plans for
Preston Park Museum &
Grounds
Plans for the
development of
Preston Park Museum
& Grounds are being
progressed.

Initial designs for Preston Park will be drawn up over the
next few months. Options that are being considered include
extending the museum’s exhibition space and collection
storage area, improving the toilets, café and car parking
as well as exploring future uses for the old aviary and
commemorating the Stockton & Darlington Railway with a
feature on the original railway line.
Improvements to cycle links across the Yarm and Eaglescliffe
areas are being developed to make it easier to travel between
the museum and Yarm High Street.
You can read more about the plans for Yarm on pages 20
and 21.

In the autumn it was announced that the Council had been
successful in securing £20million of Levelling Up funding for
Yarm Town Centre and Preston Park.

Green waste and
Easter collection dates
This Easter there won’t be any changes to waste and
recycling collections. The collection teams are working on
Good Friday (15 April) to keep the rounds running as usual.
The fortnightly green waste collections return from Tuesday 19 April until
Friday 11 November.
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To check all kerbside collections from your home visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/bins-rubbish-and-recycling sign up to My Council at
www.stockton.gov.uk/my-council or call 01642 393939.
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Our Economy

Your library needs you
This summer Stockton-on-Tees Borough libraries are looking for volunteers to
encourage children to read.
They are looking for 16-24 year olds who can spare ten hours
during the school summer holidays to promote this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge, help with children’s story times
and craft sessions and talk to children about what they have
been reading.
By getting involved, you can:

• Gain new skills and experience working with children
• Add to your CV or UCAS application
• Support your local community
• Have fun!

Using our
libraries online

This is just one of the many and varied volunteering
opportunities available for people of all ages and backgrounds
across Stockton-on-Tees. Whether it’s a regular commitment
or a one-off event, all volunteering makes a valuable
contribution to our communities and it’s a chance to meet new
people as well as gain additional skills and experience.
You can find out about the latest volunteer roles in Stocktonon-Tees at www.stocktonvolunteers.co.uk

To view the new online catalogue go to
www.stockton.gov.uk/online-library-services

Stockton-on-Tees is home to more than
5,000 businesses. It is a fantastic place
to do business, contributing to around a
third of the entire Tees Valley’s economic
output. The Borough has a lot to offer
and is seeing particular growth in the
Energy and Environment, Life Sciences
and Biotechnology and Manufacturing and
Engineering sectors. Through our Invest
Stockton-on-Tees feature we take a look at
some of the Borough’s success stories. In
this edition we focus on a business from the
Energy and Environment sector, Everflow.

To sign up to become a library member visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/join-library or email
StocktonBorough.Libraries@stockton.gov.uk

Everflow provide water and wastewater services to small
and medium-sized enterprises across the UK and are the
country’s first carbon-neutral water supplier.

It is now even easier to access
Stockton-on-Tees Borough libraries
wherever you are.

That’s because a new online catalogue has been launched so
you can search and reserve books, renew existing loans, and
book and securely pay for library events and activities.
You can also use it to visit the libraries’ online resources like
the Heritage Stockton and Picture Stockton websites, plus
Pressreader where you can read thousands of newspapers
and magazines from around the world.
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To register your interest or have an informal chat contact
vicky.fawcett@stockton.gov.uk or call 07341073738. Closing
date for applications is Monday 16 May 2022.

Since opening offices in Wynyard in 2017, Everflow has
expanded to a team of 128 employees.
Listed as Europe’s 3rd fastest growing company by the
Financial Times, the company has been shortlisted for
over 30 awards, winning almost half of them.
Paul Williams, Chief Technology Officer at Everflow,
said “Stockton-on-Tees is a great place to work with a
strong sense of community and where the people are
driven to succeed. They’ve got such pride in the area
– there’s very much an attitude of pulling together, of
collaboration, which is a key element making the area
such a great place to do business.
“We’ve gathered some really amazing talent from the
area – a lot of our employees and partners from the
early days are still with us and it’s been amazing to see
them progress within the business and help us reach our
goals.”
For more information on Everflow, or to find out how
they can help your business to save water,
www.everflowwater.com
31

LEARNING
LEARNING
FOR
FOR
LIFE
LIFE
TakeTake
a look
a look
at our
at exciting
our exciting
new new
6-week
6-week
courses
courses
starting
starting
in April
in April
at Billingham
at Billingham
Community
Community
Centre.
Centre.

If you’re interested in starting a
business and need some retail space
look no further than Stockton-on-Tees.

Our Economy

Space for start-ups
Across the Borough there are several “pop-up” style locations
which offer low rent and flexible contracts, giving small start-up
businesses the perfect base to test the local market.
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Fountain Shopping Mall and The
Shambles
Fountain Shopping Mall is centrally located in the heart of
Stockton Town Centre. It has flexible retail space for up to 12
businesses. Units start from as little as £50 per week inclusive
of all costs and all tenants have access to specialist retail
business advice on a day-to-day basis.
The Shambles features small retail units in a prominent high
street location on Stockton High Street, available on short
term leases from £90 per week.
Find out more by emailing brian.jackson@bsupplied.co.uk.

Microshops Pavilion Place
The Microshops in Thornaby are a retail concept for
independent traders, artists, designer crafters and start-ups.
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For more information contact Mark on
centresupervisor@thepavilionthornaby.co.uk.
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There are plans to expand, too, with seven standard pods and a
large pod on the first floor being added in the spring.
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The 16 pods are rented on flexible, all-inclusive terms, which
means traders are not tied into expensive, complex leases.
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Pop Up Shop Yarm
The Pop Up Shop offers a popular high street location for
small businesses and charities to rent. It is a great opportunity
to bring in customers in a popular shopping location and for
shoppers to get the chance to browse and buy unique items
from local sellers.
Flexible, low-cost booking is available. You can hire the entire
shop or low-cost stall space within the unit on a day-by-day
basis.
For more information, email Fiona on popupshopyarm@gmail.com
or phone 07974 819363.

The Council’s Economic Development Team offers advice to anyone who wants to start a new
business, grow an existing business, or discuss available business space. You can contact them
by emailing invest@stockton.gov.uk or calling 01642 528384.
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Eaglescliffe station
upgrade
Major improvements for Eaglescliffe
railway station have moved a step closer
with new images of the project unveiled
and planning submitted for a new car
park.
The images show how the existing steel ramps, which
provide access to platforms from the east, will be replaced
with a new pedestrian footbridge and lifts to boost
accessibility.
The new footbridge will also provide pedestrian access
to the station from the west, at Durham Lane Industrial
Estate. If approved, this will see the creation of a new
car park with around 120 spaces and will begin with road
improvement work on Durham Lane and Cleasby Way to
open up access for the car park.
Director of Finance, Development and Business Services
at Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, Garry Cummings,
said: “Last year the Council purchased a 26-hectacre site
at Durham Lane in Eaglescliffe to help protect and develop
what is a key employment site in the Borough – and part

of the land purchased will be used as the new station car
park.
“The improved transport links and accessibility to
Eaglescliffe Station will be key to help ensure more
businesses are drawn to the area.”
If approved, work on the car park will begin in early summer
with work to the footbridge starting in early winter. The
works are set to be complete in 2023.
The improvements at the railway station are being funded
by Tees Valley Combined Authority, Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council and Network Rail.

A helping hand into work

Supporting local
businesses across
the Borough
The new regional Business and IP Centre
(BIPC) Tees Valley is designed to help
support businesses and entrepreneurs
from that spark of inspiration to launching,
running and growing a business.
Based in Stockton Central Library, the team has already
helped over 100 people with a range of services, the most
popular being one-to-one business support sessions.
Jennifer Hayton, who runs Sky Blue Pink Eco Baby,
a small business specialising in eco-friendly baby
products, recently approached the BIPC. She said: “We
were stuck with funding options which is the last piece of
the puzzle to get our business off the ground. The team
created an in-depth report of grant options to help us and
gave us resources and contacts to support our business.
The help has been invaluable.”
With access to market intelligence reports, workshops and
webinars from leading regional businesses and bespoke
one-to-ones, the BIPC Tees Valley can help you and your
business.
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To find out more about the BIPC Tees Valley visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/bipc or call 01642 528186.

The Stockton-on-Tees Employment
and Training Hub can help you to
find work, apprenticeships, or other
training opportunities whether you’re
finishing education, want to start
a new career, or looking for further
training in your current job.
Matthew Jones from BIPC Tees Valley and Charlotte Nichols
from Harvey and Hugo PR who have been delivering a series
of webinars on PR for small businesses and SMEs.

Charlie and Cara, Apprentice
Youth Workers.

The day was a great success and is just one of many events
planned for this year. Keep an eye on the Hub’s social media
pages to keep up to date on future events.

If you’re 16 or over, all you need to do is get in touch and see
how they can help you.
Cara and Charlie are both now working as Apprentice Youth
Workers at Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council thanks to the
support they’ve received from the Employment and Training
Hub who talked to them about what they wanted to achieve.
“It was the best thing I ever did” said Cara. “Everyone at the
Hub was so helpful and easy to work with, and now I’m in a
role that will help me progress to my dream job.”
The Employment and Training hub helped Cara and Charlie
find and apply for their positions at the Council.
Charlie said “I found out about the Employment and Training
Hub through my adviser. The staff were great, and I’m really
enjoying my role at the Council.”
It’s not just roles with the Council that are up for grabs. Last
month, to celebrate National Apprenticeship Week, the Hub
held an Apprenticeship Provider Marketplace where more
than 150 vacancies were available across a range of different
industries.

If you’d like to know more about what’s on offer, or you’re
ready take the first step in finding your new career, you can
contact the Stockton-on-Tees Employment and Training Hub
on the details below.
01642 528392
hub@stockton.gov.uk
Search “Stockton Employment and Training”
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Welcome to our regular
feature where we bring you
news about how Stocktonon-Tees Borough Council is
working for you.

The Reablement Team can help you get back on your feet

The Home Improvement Agency offers
adaptations and installations

Frank Keenan

No two days are the same for Frank Keenan, who works for the Council’s
Home Improvement Agency.
Frank is a trained plasterer and his role in the Handyperson Service sees him
travelling to homes across Stockton-on-Tees, carrying out installations and making
adjustments so residents can continue living independently and safely.
He said: “You never have two jobs the same. No two people are the same. But every
job I go to, the people are so friendly. They are experiencing certain ailments but
they always have a happy face and are pleased to see me.”
Frank says a range of people benefit from the Handyperson Service. While some
people have long term illnesses such as dementia, others have experienced
accidents or have more recent health issues, like post-Covid.
Frank’s daily tasks include installing handrails in homes and gardens, banisters so
people can continue to safely use stairs, clearing gutters or any other household
task they are unable to perform themselves.
He said: “You’ve got to have an outgoing personality, a bit of charisma. I ring them
up beforehand, introduce myself and tell them I’m coming. Then when the work is
finished, I tell them they can be the first in the world to test it out.
“You’re changing people’s lives for the better and their safety is paramount to me.”
You can get help from the Home Improvement Agency’s Handyperson Service if you
are living with a disability, have care and support needs, are considered at high risk
of falls or are aged 60 or over.
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01642 526904

HIA@stockton.gov.uk

www.stockton.gov.uk/HIA

One Call’s Emergency
Response Team are available
24/7

The Falls Prevention Team specialises
in reducing the risk of falls

Ambitious, effective and
proud to serve
Frank is part of just one of the teams at Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council that are dedicated to making sure residents
can live independently and safely at home.
The Falls Prevention team specialises in reducing the risk of
falls. They offer a range of advice including making sure people
are wearing the correct footwear and identifying trip hazards.
We know that sometimes residents recovering from an illness or
who have been discharged from hospital need some extra help
and that’s when the Reablement Team can step in. They provide
a Home Care service to help people regain their confidence and
independence, from improving mobility to carrying out day-today jobs like preparing meals.
The Council’s OneCall service can even install sensors in the
home along with a pendant alarm to wear which are linked to an

emergency response team who are on hand to help if someone
falls 24 hours a day, all year around.
And the Mobile Library Service is available for anyone who finds
it difficult to get to their local community library. The service is
free of charge and delivers the same range of materials direct to
your door.
On page 16 you can read about the Social Lights scheme which
is helping people who are being supported by the Council’s
Adult Social Care teams socialise and follow their interests and
hobbies.
For information about the full range of help at home services
visit www.stocktoninformationdirectory.org/helpathome
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Last March the Safer Stockton Partnership asked for your views to help
shape the next Community Safety Plan for Stockton-on-Tees.
The results have been analysed and earlier this year the plan
was signed off by the Partnership who agreed the following
priorities.

Mayor supports Stocktonon-Tees charities

anti-social behaviour and make sure people
• Address

feel safe
• Tackle
 crime and disorder linked to drugs and alcohol
Address
serious violence
•
• Seek
 and support the most vulnerable in our community
Reduce
•  the offending rates of the most prolific offenders
the impact of serious and organised crime
• Manage


Our Council

Safer Stockton-on-Tees
This plan which sets out
how agencies within the
Partnership intend to
achieve targets in crime
reduction, will now be rolled out across Stockton-on-Tees.
The partnership is a collection of agencies and organisations
brought together under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998,
including Cleveland Police and Cleveland Fire Brigade.
To view the strategy visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/safer-stockton-partnership

Mayor with representatives from
Remembering Rebecca and Sprouts

The Mayor of Stockton-on-Tees,
Councillor Kevin Faulks, has been very
busy throughout the last year helping
his two nominated charities through
fundraising, awareness raising, and
meeting their staff, volunteers and
clients.
Every Mayor is asked to choose charities to support. This year,
the Mayor’s charities are Remembering Rebecca and Sprouts
Community Food Charity. You can find out more about them
below.

Here we bring you our regular update on the consultations being carried out by the Council.
Visiting Sprouts’ Community Hub on Havelock Street

To find out more visit www.stockton.gov.uk/consultations

Healthy Weight Health Needs Assessment
Consultation
Remembering Rebecca is a charity that aims to raise
awareness of Lissencephaly or “smooth brain” – a rare genetic
brain condition in newborns.

Sprouts Community Food Charity is a local charity dedicated
to the health and wellbeing of children, families, and
vulnerable adults in the Tees Valley.

Gemma and Michael Sands started the charity after their little
girl, Rebecca, was diagnosed with the disorder at 4 months
old, and sadly passed away in her sleep at 21 months in
August 2010.

The organisation uses food and cooking as a way of engaging
with families, to identify how people can be helped, or signpost
people to other services.

The charity works with families of children diagnosed with
Lissencephaly, helping them with grants towards specialist
equipment, short holidays, and much more.
Remembering Rebecca are always running events for
fundraising and fun. Search for them on Facebook or visit
www.rememberingrebecca.co.uk for more information.

Sprouts has built and runs a local community garden, teaching
people how to grow, harvest and cook nutritious food. They
are planning to build a wooden gazebo with their volunteers in
the garden ready for the coming planting season.
Last year, the charity was awarded the Outstanding
Achievement Award at the Catalyst Achievement Awards, and
after 10 years of operation they continue to go from strength
to strength.
For more information on Sprouts, search Sprouts Charity on
Facebook or visit www.littlesprouts.org.uk.
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If you’re interested in donating to the Mayor’s charities, get in touch by emailing
mayorsoffice@stockton.gov.uk or call 01642 528172.

Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council’s Public Health Team is
currently reviewing the health needs and priorities of local
residents in relation to living with a healthy weight.
We want your views to help bring about sustainable, longterm improvements and to better understand barriers to
having a healthy weight, perceptions around healthy weight
and awareness of local services.
The consultation is open until 10 April 2022. To have your
say, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/consultations

Adult Care Services Consultation
Each year we carry out the Adult Social Care Survey on
behalf of The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC)
and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) to get feedback
from service users.
The survey asks people who are over 18 and who use adult
social care about their experiences and looks at how these
services are helping people to live safely and independently
in their own homes.
A survey of adult carers also takes place every other year
and seeks the opinions of carers aged over 18 who care for
an adult.
Service users will receive the consultation directly
through the post and all responses will help improve our
adult care services.

Don’t miss out on a
free TV licence
If you or someone you know is 75 years
and over and eligible for Pension Credit,
then they could get a free TV licence.

A TV licence costs £159 per year, so we want to make sure that
everybody who can claim a free one does so.
You usually qualify for Pension Credit if your income is less
than £177.10 a week for a single person or £270.30 a week for
a couple. This amount could be higher if you're disabled, a
carer or have certain housing costs.
You can easily check if you or a family member is entitled to
Pension Credit by calling the Council's Welfare Support Team
on 01642 526663 or visiting www.gov.uk/pension-credit

39

Setting our
ambitions

Here to help online
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Making the Borough a place with a thriving economy
where everyone has opportunities to succeed means
creating:

-

• A growing economy
• Improved education and skills development
• Job creation and increased employment
The Council Plan
will be available
to view later this
month at
www.stockton.
gov.uk/our-plans

---

■
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We’ve updated the Stockton-onTees Borough Council website to
make it even easier for you to find
the information or service you’re
looking for.

• People live in cohesive and safe communities
• People are supported and protected from harm
• People live healthy lives

Our Economy

.....,._..

It’s now easier
than ever before
to access Council
services online.

Making the Borough a place where people are healthy, safe
and protected from harm means creating a place where:

The Council Plan for
Our Places
Making the Borough a place that is clean, vibrant and
2022-2025 outlines the
attractive means creating:
Council’s ambitions for the • Great places to live and visit
next four years and the top • Clean and green spaces
• Rich cultural experiences
priorities for 2022-2023
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Our People

When you go to www.stockton.gov.uk there is an option for
you to “Create for a My Council account”. If you register, you’ll
be able to access information tailored to you like when your
next bin collection is, contact details for your ward councillors,
information about local schools and planning applications
close to where you live.

Budget update
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council’s budget
for the 2022/2023 financial year and the
medium term financial plan up to 2026 was
agreed at the end of February.

You’ll also be able to make requests for Council services
such as street light repairs and reporting potholes and track
their progress, as well as make bookings for services like the
Haverton Hill Waste and Recycling Centre.

The budget had to address a £2.6million increase in annual
energy costs and a £3.5million a year rise in costs for looking
after children in care, as well as uncertainty around future
funding for local authorities.

Any forms that need to be completed will be pre-populated
where possible to save you time too.

Council Tax will rise by 0.9 per cent. This, combined with the
2 per cent Adult Social Care levy, will mean residents living in
Band A properties pay at extra 64 pence per week.

My Council e-newsletter
To keep up-to-date with all the latest announcements from
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council remember to sign up to our
e-newsletter.

The budget also included a commitment to continue with the
multi-million pound investment programme in schools and
work to reshape our town centres, which is being supported
by additional spending on enforcement.

You can join our mailing list by registering for a My Council
account and ticking the box to consent to receiving electronic
updates.

Extra money has also been allocated to roads resurfacing
and potholes repairs as well as targeted street cleaning and
grounds maintenance work.

Our Council
We are committed to being a Council that is ambitious,
effective and proud to serve. This means we will provide:

• Financial sustainability and value for money
• Dedicated and resourceful employees
• Strong leadership and governance

Council Tax
Reduction Scheme
From April the maximum Council Tax discount
will rise from 80 per cent to 100 per cent.
Households on a low income with savings under £10,000 may
be eligible for the discount and will see the reduction when
their Council Tax bill.
If you feel you may struggle to pay your Council Tax bill, the
Council’s Welfare Support Team is on hand to help. They can
offer advice about:
aximising your income, including a referral to the
• MEmployment
and Training Hub for support with nding
employment or training opportunities

on discounts, exemptions or discretionary payments
• Advice
that maybe available to you, including reductions for
disabilities

• Considering a Council Tax exceptional hardship payment
For further information visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/CTRScheme2022-23.

■

Ward surgeries
in your area
There are 26 wards
across Stocktonon-Tees with
between one and
three councillors
representing
each ward.
If you want to discuss any issues
with your local councillors, you
can Ānd their contact and ward
surgery details until May 2022 in
the following pages or for more
information visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/councillors

BILLINGHAM CENTRAL
Councillor Ann McCoy
01642 535604
ann.mccoy@stockton.gov.
uk
Councillor Barry Woodhouse
01642 371638
barry.woodhouse@
stockton.gov.uk
6 April 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Billingham Youth and Community Centre
4 May 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Billingham Youth and Community Centre

BILLINGHAM EAST

■
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Councillor Evaline
Cunningham
01642 532090
evaline.cunningham@
stockton.gov.uk
Councillor Mick Stoker
07917 587620
mick.stoker@stockton.
gov.uk
8 April 2022 4.30pm - 6pm
New Life Family Centre
13 May 2022 4.30pm - 6pm
New Life Family Centre

BILLINGHAM NORTH
Councillor Chris Barlow
01642 561289
chris.barlow@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Clare Gamble
07818 584050
clare.gamble@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Lauriane Povey
07733 307866
lauriane.povey@stockton.
gov.uk
7 April 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
North Billingham Methodist Church
5 May 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
High Grange Community Centre

BILLINGHAM SOUTH
Councillor Jean O’Donnell
01642 504397
jean.odonnell@stockton.
gov.uk
07795 012444
Councillor Michael Smith
01642 371782
michael.smith@stockton.
gov.uk
Ward surgeries to be held every second
Saturday of the month, 2pm - 3pm at St
Cuthbert's Church Hall, Billingham

BILLINGHAM WEST
Councillor Helen Atkinson
07826 903135
Helen.Atkinson2@stockton.
gov.uk
21 March 2022 6pm - 7pm
Wolviston Court Community Centre
Councillor Lee Spence
07384 538090
lee.spence@stockton.gov.
uk
Ward surgeries with both Councillors
Lee Spence and Helen Atkinson
19 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Wolviston Court Community Centre
17 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Wolviston Court Community Centre

BISHOPSGARTH & ELM TREE

GRANGEFIELD

Councillor David Minchella
david.minchella@stockton.
gov.uk
07825 352157
11 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Elm Tree Community Centre
9 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Elm Tree Community Centre
Councillor Hugo Stratton
hugo.stratton@stockton.
gov.uk
07384 797722
7 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Elm Tree Pub

Councillor Carol Clark
01642 675688
carol.clark@stockton.gov.
uk
21 March 2022 12pm - 1pm
Fairfield Library
7 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Grays Road Institute
11 April 2022 12pm - 1pm
Scout Hut, Greens Grove
No April surgery at library
5 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Grays Road Institute
9 May 2022 12pm - 1pm
Scout Hut, Greens Grove
16 May 2022 12pm - 1pm
Fairfield Library

EAGLESCLIFFE
Councillor Jacqueline Bright
jacqueline.bright@
stockton.gov.uk
07825 352178
Councillor Stefan Houghton
stefan.houghton@
stockton.gov.uk
07766 361716
Councillor Laura Tunney
laura.tunney@stockton.
gov.uk
07920 750692
5 April 2022 1.30pm - 2.30pm
Egglescliffe Community Centre
3 May 2022 4pm - 5pm
Parkmore Hotel

FAIRFIELD
Councillor Maurice Perry
01642 586914
maurice.perry@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Bill Woodhead MBE
01642 584409
william.woodhead@
stockton.gov.uk

Councillor Stephen
Richardson
07929 354541
stephen.richardson@
stockton.gov.uk
13 May 2022 10am - 10.30am
Fairfield Library

INGLEBY BARWICK EAST
Councillor Ted Strike
07818 587455
ted.strike@stockton.gov.uk
13 April 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Ingleby Community Hall
19 May 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Maltby Village Hall
Councillor Alan Watson
01642 761543
alan.watson@stockton.
gov.uk
07818 587334
Councillor Sally Ann Watson
01642 761543
sallyann.watson@stockton.
gov.uk
07795 012445
14 April 2022 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Maltby Village Hall
4 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Ingleby Community Hall

INGLEBY BARWICK WEST
HARDWICK & SALTERS LANE
Councillor Nigel Cooke
01642 589442
nigel.cooke@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Norma Stephenson
OBE
01642 675891
norma.stephenson@
stockton.gov.uk
9 April 2022 9.30am - 10.30am
Salters Lane Community Centre
9 April 2022 11am - 12pm
Hardwick in Partnership
14 May 2022 9.30am - 10.30am
Salters Lane Community Centre
14 May 2022 11am - 12pm
Hardwick in Partnership

HARTBURN
Councillor Lynn Hall
07825 582527
lynn.hall2@stockton.gov.uk
Councillor Niall Innes
07467 443549
niall.innes@stockton.gov.
uk
4 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Parkwood Hotel
9 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Parkwood Hotel

Councillor Ken Dixon
01642 764650
ken.dixon@stockton.gov.uk
Councillor Kevin Faulks
07717 727663
kevin.faulks@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Ross Patterson
01642 764865
ross.patterson@stockton.
gov.uk
4 April 2022 6pm - 7pm
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre
9 May 2022 6pm - 7pm
Activ8 IB Leisure Centre

MANDALE & VICTORIA
Councillor Luke Frost
07818 587067
luke.frost@stockton.gov.uk
Councillor Tina Large
07818 584147
tina.large@stockton.gov.uk
Councillor Steve Walmsley
07818 584406
steve.walmsley@stockton.
gov.uk
31 March 2022 11am - 1pm
Virtual - Councillor Frost only, contact for
the link
24 April 2022 1pm - 3pm
Virtual - Councillor Frost only, contact for
the link
10 May 2022 5pm - 7pm
Virtual - Councillor Frost only, contact for
the link

NEWTOWN
Councillor Marilyn Surtees
07920 750678
m.surtees@stockton.gov.
uk
Councillor Paul Weston
07717 727692
paul.weston@stockton.
gov.uk
22 March 2022 6.15pm
Primrose Hill Community Centre
19 April 2022 6.15pm
Newtown Resource Centre
17 May 2022 6.15pm
Primrose Hill Community Centre

NORTHERN PARISHES
Councillor John Gardner
01740 645357
john.gardner@stockton.
gov.uk

■
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Ward Surgeries

Councillor Louise Baldock
01642 641215
louise.baldock@stockton.
gov.uk
07774 786532
Councillor Mohammed Javed
01642 602420
mohammed.javed@
stockton.gov.uk

NORTON NORTH
Councillor Lisa Evans
01642 614522
lisa.evans@stockton.gov.uk
07917 587617
Councillor Steve Nelson
01642 534417
steve.nelson@stockton.
gov.uk
6 April 2022 6pm
Norton Library
11 May 2022 6pm
Norton Library

NORTON SOUTH
Councillor Bob Cook
01642 890058
robert.cook@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Eileen Johnson
07939 521146
eileen.johnson@stockton.
gov.uk
30 March 2022 5pm - 6pm
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
13 April 2022 5pm - 6pm
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
27 April 2022 5pm - 6pm
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
11 May 2022 5pm - 6pm
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road
25 May 2022 5pm - 6pm
Albany Resource Centre, Surrey Road

NORTON WEST
Councillor Tony Riordan
tony.riordan@stockton.
gov.uk
07825 352193
Councillor Hilary Vickers
hilary.vickers@stockton.
gov.uk
07818 587115
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7 April 2022 10am - 12pm
The Glebe Community Centre
5 May 2022 10am - 12pm
The Glebe Community Centre

7 April 2022 6pm
Marlborough House, 30-32 Yarm Road
21 April 2022 6pm
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane
5 May 2022 6pm
Marlborough House, 30-32 Yarm Road
19 May 2022 6pm
The Oxbridge Pub, Oxbridge Lane

VILLAGE
Councillor Ian Dalgarno
01642 882985
ian.dalgarno@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Mick Moore
01642 764381
mick.moore@stockton.
gov.uk

Councillor Barbara Inman
01642 582644
barbara.inman@stockton.
gov.uk
19 April 2022 5.30pm
Redhill Family Hub
16 May 2022 5.30pm
Redhill Family Hub

STAINSBY HILL
Councillor Ray Godwin
07825 352158
ray.godwin@stockton.gov.
uk
Councillor Sylvia Walmsley
07825 582518
sylvia.walmsley@stockton.
gov.uk

STOCKTON TOWN CENTRE
Councillor Pauline Beall
01642 871759
pauline.beall@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Paul Kirton
01642 559331
paul.kirton@stockton.gov.
uk
29 March 2022 5pm
Stockton Central Library
26 April 2022 5pm
Stockton Central Library
31 May 2022 5pm
Stockton Central Library

This is just a selection of the fantastic events to enjoy in Stockton-on-Tees. You can find out
more at www.enjoyteesvalley.com/stockton-on-tees

7 April 2022 5pm - 6pm
Virtual, contact Councillors for the link
5 May 2022 5pm - 6pm
Virtual, contact Councillors for the link

WESTERN PARISHES
Councillor Steve Matthews
07809 689604
steve.matthews@stockton.
gov.uk

ROSEWORTH
Councillor Jim Beall
01642 871759
jim.beall@stockton.gov.uk

What’s on

YARM
Councillor Dan Fagan
07471 022580
dan.fagan@stockton.gov.
uk
Councillor Andrew Sherris
07825 352188
andrew.sherris@stockton.
gov.uk
Councillor Julia Whitehill
01642 788187
Julia.Whitehill@stockton.
gov.uk
07881 831339

A look at what’s going on across
Stockton-on-Tees from March 2022
until the next issue of Stockton-on-Tees
News in May 2022.

What’s On

PARKFIELD & OXBRIDGE

All listings were correct at the time of going to print. Please check with the event organiser
for the latest updates.

MARCH

Celebrating women in History
month

Fearsome Craftsmen

Calendar-Alt Wednesday 29 March
Clock 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Map-marker-alt Billingham Library
Cecily Neville is England’s greatest medieval matriarch.
Reading from her acclaimed novel, Annie Garthwaite
will reveal Cecily in all her complex glory. Books will be
available to purchase on the night.

Calendar-Alt Now until 5 June 2022
Map-marker-alt Preston Park Museum & Grounds
The Vikings are visiting Preston Park Museum this spring!
You are invited to journey back 1,000 years and experience
what life was like in a Viking village. Fearsome Craftsmen,
a touring exhibition from The JORVIK Group of Attractions,
operators of the award-winning JORVIK Viking Centre, lets
the whole family gets hands on with activities, dressing up
and replica forge. Normal museum admission applies.
www.prestonparkmuseum.co.uk

APRIL

Ferocious Dog
Calendar-Alt Saturday 2 April
Clock Doors 8pm
Map-marker-alt Georgian Theatre
Ferocious Dog are a six-piece band, who deal in a vibrant
vein of Celtic-folk infused punk rock, comfortably slotting in
between Billy Bragg and The Levellers.
www.georgiantheatre.co.uk

The Chicago Blues Brothers
Calendar-Alt Friday 25 March
Clock 7.30pm
Map-marker-alt Princess Alexandra Auditorium, Yarm
Direct from London’s West End, join the Chicago Blues
Brothers and their 9-piece band, for a brand new all singing,
all dancing hit parade bringing you the greatest movie
anthems of all time, performed live in concert.
www.thepaaonline.org

Russell Brand – 33
Calendar-Alt Wednesday 6 April
Clock 6pm
Map-marker-alt Stockton Globe
Join Russell Brand performing stand up on the strangeness
of the last 18 months: what have we learned and not
learned? And how do you ‘get back to normal’ if you’ve
never been normal?
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk
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What’s On

Calendar-Alt Wednesday 27 and Thursday 28 April
Clock Various
Map-marker-alt Forum Theatre, Billingham
Get ready for a road-trip full of fun adventures with Peppa
Pig and family. From castles to caves, dragons to dinosaurs
and ice-creams to muddy puddles!
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk

MAY

Leeds Playhouse, Red Ladder
and Wrongsemble present The
Not So Ugly Sisters
Calendar-Alt Saturday 9 April
Clock 11.30am and 2.30pm
Map-marker-alt ARC, Stockton
A brand new musical re-telling of Cinderella from the
perspective of the ‘Not So’ Ugly Sisters, reimagined for the
stage in this magical adventure for the whole family by
Wrongsemble.
www.arconline.co.uk or call 01642 525199

Milkshake! Live
Calendar-Alt Tuesday 12 April
Clock 12pm and 3.30pm
Map-marker-alt Forum Theatre, Billingham
Milkshake! Monkey is back and can’t wait to put on a
spectacular new show for you all, joined by some of his
favourite Milkshake friends plus two Milkshake presenters
creating the most dazzling show you have ever seen.
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk

The Elvis Tribute Artist World
Tour
Calendar-Alt Saturday 7 May
Clock 7.30pm
Map-marker-alt Stockton Globe
All three performers in this tribute show are backed by an
incredible live band and orchestra with huge sound and
lighting production values. For Elvis fans across the globe,
this is one show you do not want to miss!
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk

What’s On

Peppa Pig

Toploader
Calendar-Alt Saturday 7 May
Clock 7.30pm
Map-marker-alt Princess Alexandra Auditorium, Yarm
With a reputation as the ultimate crowd-pleasing live band
Toploader have backed the likes of Paul Weller, Robbie
Williams, Noel Gallagher, Tom Jones, Simple Minds and Bon
Jovi, where they became the last British band to play the
original Wembley Stadium.
www.thepaaonline.org

Coronation Catwalk with
costume historian Meridith
Towne

Calendar-Alt Wednesday 25 May
Clock 6.30pm - 8pm
Map-marker-alt Stockton Central Library
Celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in style with
Meridith Towne as she plans her outfit for the Coronation.
Peruse the fashion mags and order your sewing patterns,
it’s time to treat yourself to some fabulous 1950s frocks.
Recommended for 14+.

All things chocolate with
Penny Thorpe
Calendar-Alt Thursday 28 April
Clock 6pm - 7.30pm
Map-marker-alt Norton Library
Celebrate World Book Night with a chocolatey evening with
author Penny Thorpe, an expert on the history of chocolate
and author of a bestselling series of historical novels set in
a real Yorkshire chocolate factory, The Quality Street Girls
series. Books will be available to purchase on the night.

For more information call Stockton Central Library on
01642 526521 or email stockton.library@stockton.gov.uk

For more events across the Borough visit:
ARC
www.arconline.co.uk
01642 525199
Billingham Forum
www.forumtheatrebillingham.co.uk
01642 552663

Farmyard Flyer
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Calendar-Alt Friday 15 April to Monday 18 April
Clock Various, see website
Map-marker-alt Preston Park Museum & Grounds
Farmyard Flyer is a small pop-up farm. Meet alpacas,
goats, rabbits, guinea pigs, ducks and hens at Preston
Park Museum this Easter. No pre-booking required, tickets
purchased on arrival or show a valid museum pass.
www.prestonparkmuseum.co.uk

Beatlemania: Here There and
Everywhere

The Georgian Theatre
www.georgiantheatre.co.uk
01642 674115

Calendar-Alt Saturday 7 May
Clock 8pm
Map-marker-alt ARC, Stockton
Join Beatlemania for a night to celebrate the music of
the greatest band of our lives! Playing to ecstatic sell
out audiences all over the world, Beatlemania is firmly
established as one of the best tribute shows around.
www.arconline.co.uk or call 01642 525199

Stockton Globe
www.stocktonglobe.co.uk
0843 904 0071
Enjoy Tees Valley
www.enjoyteesvalley.com /stockton-on-tees
For more information on all events, follow us on social
@stocktoncouncil
media
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@milothegingerdood

Nigel Rusby

@leanne_simmonsphotography

rogue_rainbow888

Thank you to everyone who posts photography for
#ourbeautifulborough here’s a few of our springtime favourites.
With special thanks to Rachel Devereux
for our front cover image of Ropner Park.
Follow us on

@stocktoncouncil

