If you wish to feed your comments into the consultation process please complete and email to adultvision@stockton.gov.uk
	QUESTIONS

(NB Italicised questions are part of the national consultation)
	COMMENTS

	VISION AND OUTCOMES

	Do you support a local approach which establishes a Vision for Adults based on the Green Paper, Opportunity Age, the Long Terms Conditions strategy and Improving Life Chances for Disabled People? How can we achieve this for the people of Stockton?
	

	How can we enable people with long term conditions to live independent lives and achieve the 7 Outcomes set out in the Green Paper:

· Improve health

· Improved quality of life

· Making a positive contribution

· Exercise of choice and control

· Freedom from discrimination or

           harassment

· Economic Well-being

· Personal dignity?

Are the 7 Outcomes the right outcomes?
	

	Does the vision for adult social care as set out summarise what social care for adults should be trying to achieve in the 21st century?
	

	Do you have innovative models of provision 

that support the outcomes of the local and 

national visions?
	

	Are there groups of people in society with health, social or other care needs whose requirements are not currently being met? 
	

	What three changes would make the biggest difference to the lives of adults with health, social or other care needs?
	

	RISK AND ASSESSMENT

	What are your views on how we can strike an appropriate balance in managing risks between individuals, the community and the social care and / or health workers?
	

	Should the Government take forward proposals to minimise the need for people to provide broadly the same information, for instance by sharing information between agencies such as the local authority and Department of Work and Pensions?
	

	The Government welcomes views on modernising assessment and putting individuals at its centre. It is particularly interested in the practicalities of self-assessment.  Do you think that there should be professional social work involvement in some or all assessments?
	

	DIRECT PAYMENTS AND PERSONALISED BUDGETS

	Extending the scope of direct payments

· Do you think we should review the exclusions under the direct payments regulations?

· Do you think that extending direct payments should initially be a power or a duty for local councils?

· What do you think about the proposal to extend direct payments via an agent to groups currently excluded, namely those unable to give consent or manage a payment, even with assistance?
	

	What should direct payments be called in future? Options:                

· Direct services payments

· Individual service payments

· Individualised funding

· Personal budget
	

	The Government is committed to the introduction of individual budgets to give people greater control over their lives.  It would welcome views on the proposals to pilot individual budgets.
	

	WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

	The Government are proposing to 

introduce a care navigator/broker model 

and would welcome views on these 

proposals.  What are your views on the 

skills needed to perform the function and 

whether such a model might free social 

worker expertise to deal with the 

most complex cases?
	

	What actions are needed by Government and others to assist employers in recruiting, retaining and developing the workforce?


	

	COMMISSIONING, PARTNERSHIPS, PERFORMANCE AND CAPACITY

	What do you think the impact of shifting the balance of services from high-level need to earlier, preventative interventions on the eligibility criteria and what this might mean for FACS (Fair Access to Care Services)?

Is the proposed shift to a preventative model of care the right approach?
	

	How can local authorities, PCTs and other partners stimulate the market to offer a range and diversity of provision which meets the outcomes demanded by the vision?
	

	Do you have views on appropriate 

performance measures to encourage the 

implementation of the vision?
	

	How can we strengthen the links with the 

Voluntary & Community Sector and increase 

community capacity?
	

	What other partnerships need to be in place 

to make the vision for adults a reality?

What are your views on approaches to promoting and developing partnership working across agencies and effective models for doing so?
	

	How can people who use services and their 

carers and families be better involved in, 

and informed about, the vision for adults?
	

	How can transitions from childhood to 

adulthood be improved for people with long 

term health, social or care needs?
	

	  LEADERSHIP
	

	The Government is proposing that the appointment of a Lead Member should be at the discretion of local authorities.  Should this be statutory? If so, for what reason?
	


