Faith Leaders Meeting

14th October 2008

Thornaby Gurdwara, Allens Way, Thornaby

	Item/Issue
	Comments
	Action/

Responsibility

	1. Welcome and Introductions
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from Dr. M Ahmed, Dr. S Khan, Dr. Z Khan, David Whiting, Mussad Bashir, Dawn Welsh, Cllr Mrs Fletcher

Kuldip Singh was thanked for hosting the meeting.
	N/A

	2. Minutes to be agreed 29th July 2008
	Minutes agreed as a true and accurate record.

It was requested that the template for the minutes be changed to include an action column
	Sarah Upex to change the minutes template

	3. Matters Arising
	None
	N/A

	4. Stockton a Fair Trade Borough, Cllr Rigg and Derek Rosamond
	At the last Faith Leaders meeting it was requested that an item on Fair Trade be presented.

The group was informed that Fair Trade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world.  It enables the poorest, weakest producers to improve their lot and have more control over their lives.

The Fair Trade price for products includes a ‘social premium’ that allows growers to invest back into their communities and businesses.  Workers and growers decide democratically how to invest this extra income, making participation and joint responsibility of key importance.

The meeting was informed that the Fair Trade Foundation, with its partners, maintains these standards by regularly inspecting suppliers and auditing traders.  The Fair Trade Mark is an independent consumer label which guarantees that producers are given a better deal.  The Mark is awarded in the UK by the Fair Trade Foundation to products which comply with internationally recognised Fair Trade standards. 

Members were informed that over a year ago, Stockton Borough Council achieved Fair Trade status for the Borough.  

It was requested that the list of stockists of Fair Trade products which is on the Stockton Council Website, be provided to members.

The meeting suggested a number of groups, who might be interested in receiving a presentation on Fair Trade.  These included the Business Forum and the CEN/BME Networks.
	Cllr Rigg to provide a list of Fair Trade stockists to members of the Faith Leaders Group.

	5. Faiths and Belief, Kuldip Singh
	Kuldip Singh provided the meeting with an introduction to the Sikh religions and customs.  The meeting was provided with information on a number of key things, including language, country of origin, traditional dress, diet and religious beliefs, and in the teachings of the ten gurus and the Granth Sahib.  The meeting was informed of the 5K’s of Sikhism:

1. Kesh – Long Hair

2. Kangha – Comb

3. Kara – Steel Bracelet

4. Kirpan – Small Sword or Dagger

5. Kaccha – a special undergarment like shorts

On the 20th October 2008 there is the 300 year celebration of Sikhism, where for 48 hours non-stop the Guru Granth Sahib is read, and this is done 3 times during the week.  During this time families come together and do voluntary work at the Gurdwara.

Members were provided with an induction training pack with information on Sikhism.
	N/A

	6. Faiths In Action Programme, Derek Rosamond
	Derek Rosamond presented a proposal to apply for funding to develop the Faith Network from the Community Development Foundation (CDF).  The deadline for applications is 1st November 2008 and the guidelines and application form are available from www.cdf.org.uk 

Julie Derbyshire will look at the guidance and download the application form and Sean Ridgeway, Derek Rosamond and Mr Hampton volunteered to help with the application process.
	Julie Derbyshire to download guidance and application form

	7. Street Pastor Scheme, Derek Rosamond
	Derek Rosamond provided the meeting with information on the Street Pastor Scheme, which has been operating in England since 2003.  It is an initiative of the Christian Churches and operates in Town Centres from 10pm-4am.  Derek Rosamond would like to see the scheme rolled out in Stockton.

Derek Rosamond informed members that various discussions had taken place with the Police, Stockton Town Centre Manager and Richard Poundford (although it was noted that Richard had concerns around the scheme being single faith).

Discussion followed around the scheme and a number of concerns were raised around the Street Pastor Scheme which was being proposed for Stockton Town Centre:

· Scheme only open to Christian Faiths

· Scheme is not open to other faiths, it is not a multi faith scheme

· If not open to other faiths, how can other faiths promote this scheme.

· If it is not open to other faiths then how can this promote community cohesion

· Street Pastors will sign post people from other faiths, however this was not seen as the best way forward 

Following on from the concerns that were raised regarding the Street Pastor Scheme it was suggested that a way forward could be to use the model and basic principle of the Street Pastor Scheme but mould it so that it is a scheme which involves all faiths and people of all faiths can become Street Pastors.

It was also suggested that comments raised on the Scheme and the issue with it being a single faith scheme, be passed onto the Street Pastor Initiative.


	Concerns on the Street Pastor Scheme and its single faith emphasis to be reported back to the Street Pastors Scheme Initiative

	8. Local Safeguarding Childrens Board, Peter Seller and Pauline Beall
	Members were informed of the work of the Local Safeguarding Childrens Board (LSCB) and the importance of the LSCB having close links with different faith groups.

The LSCB looks at ways to engage with organisations/faith groups to work together to make children safe.

The meeting was also informed that the LSCB looks at licensing applications for pubs and shops and the safeguarding issues around these.

The meeting was informed that the LSCB offer free training on a multi agency basis on safeguarding children issues.  The LSCB are continuously doing new pieces of work and literature can be translated if you contact Pauline Beall on (01642) 527632.  All literature is also available on the Stockton Council Webpages.

It was noted that as the Faith Network develops, it may be useful to have a representative attend in the future to provide an update at the LSCB meeting.  Those who would be interested on being on the distribution list for LSCB and would like to be involved in any task groups, contact Pauline.
	N/A

	9. Stockton Borough Council Self Assessment???, Satnam Singh
	Satnam provided the group with information on the Stockton Borough Council Self Assessment, which is available on the Stockton Borough Council Website on the Diversity Pages.  Satnam would welcome any comments that people have on the Self Assessment.

A focus group will be created at some point to look at this piece of work and the Faith Network will be invited to nominate onto this group.
	Satnam to inform the network when the focus groups are created

	10. Any Other Business
	Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) – it was discussed at the last faith meeting that at a future meeting the faith leaders would come together to look at the religious syllabus for schools.  The group were happy for Satnam to invite a representative from SACRE to the next meeting.

Government Office North East (GONE) are currently doing a pilot scheme in the North East about how faith communities come together and the issues around this.  There is likely to be some funding attached to this pilot and it is likely that they will want a representative from this group.  Satnam to provide the Faith Network with further information and minutes at the next meeting. 

Redevelopment of Thornaby Town Centre – concerns were raised about the traffic (speed of cars) travelling along Allens Way.  It was requested that this matter be investigated.
	SACRE to be on the agenda for the next meeting

Satnam Singh to provide further information on the GONE pilot at the next meeting.

Satnam Singh to contact the relevant Stockton Council department to raise this issue.


Next meeting: Tuesday 20th January 2009, 6pm, Venue to be confirmed.

