Faith Network Meeting

6th May 2009

Thornaby Baptist Church

	In Attendance: David Whiting, Jonathan Caldwell, David Whitehall, Tracey Roberts, Kuldip Singh, Francis Groves,  Dawn Welsh, Satnam Singh, Victoria Welsh, Sarah Upex, Uzmah Mughal, Stephen Shaw
Apologies: Julie Derbyshire, Elsie Hampton, Tony Hampton, Derek Rosamond, Dr Riaz

	1. Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was Chaired by Dawn Welsh

Thornaby Baptist Church were thanked for the use of their facilities
	Dawn Welsh

	2. Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Plastic & Cardboard Recycling
Members were provided with information on the Plastic & Cardboard Recycling scheme and the phases for the scheme, which is currently being rolled out across Stockton-on-Tees.  The network was informed that the next phase is to be carried out in October 2009.

Members were informed of the changes, which will be coming on board, including the introduction of a bag for cardboard and plastic (more than one of these bags can be requested).  It was noted that residents can request more than one of these bags.  Only one bin will be emptied once per week.  If there are 6 or more people in a family, they will be issued with a larger bin.  If there are 6 or less people in a family, but there are medical requirements, they will also be issued with a larger bin.  Those who have medical waste will be issued with a free yellow sharps box.

It was highlighted that as of the 31st March 2009, community skips, which were located in several areas would no longer be in use.

Members were provided with the details of the new website (www.recycleforstockton.co.uk) which has been launched where you can find out collection dates and what can be put out.

A number of members of the network volunteered to hand out leaflets etc at their places of workshop and to make announcements during services.


	Victoria Welsh
Victoria to provide the members with these booklets

	3. Stockton Riverside College – Faith Support
David Whiting informed the meeting that the College are looking to provide further faith support to their students.  There is currently a quiet/prayer room at the College but they would like to establish a Faith Support Service for students, however there is no funding available for this so the College are looking at various models of how to introduce this service. 

David Whiting informed the group that Karen Sutcliffe from Stockton Riverside College is the main contact.
	David Whiting
The network requested that a member from the College attend a future meeting to provide further information on this.

	4. Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) Event
Dawn provided further information on the PVE Event, which the network have been invited to attend.  Dawn informed the network that the PVE agenda is a government initiative and this is an opportunity for the network to help shape this agenda.

Satnam Singh provided background information on the local, regional and national context of the agenda.  There are 4 P’s which make up the Contest agenda:
1. Pursue

2. Protect

3. Prepare

4. Prevent

It was noted that in Stockton it is very important that the agenda is not just about Muslim communities, it needs to be much wider.  The workshops at the event will be practical, understandable and realistic.  A DVD has been produced and will be shown at the Event.
	Dawn Welsh

	5. Funding Update – CDF Faiths in Action

The group were informed that unfortunately the bid was unsuccessful.
	

	6. Any other business
· Children’s Workforce Development Council (CWDC)– Tracy Roberts
Tracy Roberts informed the meeting of the background to CWDC.  The vision is to create a world-class workforce for children, young people and families.  For the Borough of Stockton-on-Tees, and for the Community and Voluntary Sector only, there is funding and support for all people that deliver any type of service or activities to Children and Young People available through SRCGA.  A training pack has been produced.
· Creative Faith Project – Sarah Woodhouse
It was requested that this work be picked back up and a progress report come back to the next meeting.  This had been delayed due to the illness of the project lead.
· Voluntary Sector Support Fund – Stephen Shaw

Members were informed of the VSSF Questionnaire and the review which is underway.  A number of events are underway and anyone is welcome to attend.  The events are being held on:
· 13th May, 2pm, Cornerhouse

· 21st May, 10am, Youthy, Thornaby

More events will be organised.

· Nagar Kirtan - Satnam Singh

The Nagar Kirtan Event is being ran on 10th May from 9.30am – 6.30pm and will be a procession of the Sikh congregation through Middlesbrough singing holy hymns with the concept of bringing the message of the Sikh faith to the doorsteps of the community. Leading the procession are the Panj Piyare who represent the first five members of the Sikh brotherhood and are dressed in traditional Sikh costume, anyone from the community is welcome to join.  This is the first time that this has been done in the North East and there are likely to be 3,000 people in attendance.
http://middlesbroughfaiths.org.uk/archives/323
· Faith Action Plan for Stockton 
It was suggested that a workshop session be held at a future meeting to discuss this.

· Graves at Durham Road Cemetery – David Whiting

David Whiting requested information on which faith leaders had been consulted on this.

· Regional Inter-Faith Developments – David Whiting

It was raised that this network does not have a representative on this.  David Whiting attends this but there is the opportunity to have an extra rep on this network.

· Shared principals
It was suggested that at the next meeting shared principals/working arrangements to be agreed by the network

· Big Lunch Event

On Sunday 19th July 2009, people in communities will be sitting down together for a meal.  It was requested that this be on the agenda for the next meeting.

· Stockton Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Is based in Nelson Terrace and is for young people aged 13-25. 

· Thornaby Gurdwhara – Kuldip Singh
Kuldip informed the network that the land behind the Gurdwhara is not getting sold and he is currently looking for an alternative site for a parking facility.

· Sikh Awareness Week – Kuldip Singh

Currently looking at putting this together and currently looking for funding to organise it. 

· Street Pastor Scheme – David Whiting

Dialogue with key people is ongoing.  Stockton Borough Council can not support this scheme as long as it is a single faith scheme.
	Contact Tracy on (01642) 733903 for further information.

Tracy to email information regarding the training pack.

Satnam Singh to contact David on this.

Contact David if you are interested in joining this.


