Faith Network Meeting

3rd February 2010
SRCGA Offices, 27 Yarm Lane
	In Attendance: Francis Groves, Julie Derbyshire, Derek Rosamond, Dr Riaz, Haleem Ghafoor, Sarah Upex, Satnam Singh, David Whiting, Richard Bradshaw
Apologies: Dawn Welsh, Elsie Hampton, Tony Hampton, Dr Riaz, K. Singh, Philip Ashdown


	1. Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was Chaired by Julie Derbyshire.
	Julie Derbyshire

	2. Minutes to be agreed 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.
	All

	3. Matters Arising

K. Singh is meeting with his committee to elect someone onto the Faith Network
It was requested that an up to date Terms of Reference be circulated to the group.
	All
Haleem Ghafoor



	4. Stockton Borough Council Single Equality Scheme

Satnam noted the actions at the back of the document.  It was noted that the document is an ongoing/live document.  Satnam asked the meeting if they felt that the document was ‘on the right track’.  Key actions will be included in service plans and monitored and will be submitted to Stockton Borough Council’s Cabinet for approval.

A number of questions were raised regarding some of the text in the document.

Satnam requested that if anyone has any further comments to contact him directly.
	Satnam Singh

	5. Stockton Town Pastors Update 

The network was informed that the scheme was launched on the 4th December 2009 and has proved to be very successful.  From the 6th March 2010, there will also be volunteers going out on Saturday nights.  So far, 50 volunteers have been trained, with 43 of these being active and 2 of these are members outside of Christian groups.  The types of training the volunteers have to undergo includes: basic training in conflict management and resolution and dynamic risk assessment and training on other offences such as violent crime and liquor and taxi licence training.  All volunteers have also been CRB checked and all volunteers have undergone a formal interview process.

It was also noted that in some cases, a follow up is provided after the Friday night. They are currently building links with community organisations to get quick referral processes and to enable to take people to appointments where there has been follow up.
It was noted that they have made good relationships and contacts with the Police and have also forged good relationships with door staff from clubs and pubs and takeaway staff.  
	Steve Brock & Derek Rosamond

	6. Cleveland Interfaith Group

It was noted that the Middlesbrough Council of Faiths have re-launched.
There are plans to set up a Tees Valley Interfaith Group, which could potentially have an impact on funding opportunities.

David Whiting requested some feedback on the Terms of Reference for the North East Regional Faith Network (NERFN).  The following points were raised:

· Section 3.0 may need rewording

· Ensure that the Terms of Reference are not exclusive

· Section 5b – what is a single faith group? (DW to check the definition of this)

· What role would the faith network have on this/what representation could we have?

· Section 5 – details needed on chair/vice chair/election process on details on employer

· Dissolution procedure needs to be clear

· Code of conduct/behaviour statement needs to be included

· Equal opportunities statement needs to be included

David Whiting announced that in Easter he will be moving to Sunderland.  The network wished David all the best in his future endeavours
	Satnam Singh

	7. VIVA Volunteers

It was announced that VIVA volunteers has been officially launched.  Background was given to what the project is.  If anyone would like to get in touch with VIVA please contact:

http://www.viva-volunteers.org.uk/ or 0800 8600 214 
	Sarah Upex

	8. Faiths in Action Round 2

Julie informed the network that she had been approached to submit an application for round 2 of the Faiths In Action Programme.  Julie has submitted an application for £6,000 funding for the network and will inform the network of the outcome.
	Julie Derbyshire



	9. External Funding Opportunities

Satnam informed members that he has received an email from Joe from the PCT notifying that up to £30,000 funding was available for mental health and spirituality projects.  It was requested that Joe is invited to the next meeting to discuss potential projects with the Faith Network.

Julie discussed a capital funding opportunity with VONNE for the network.  It was agreed that Julie would apply for equipment on behalf of the network, including lap tops and hearing loops.

It was suggested that Julie explores Grassroutes funding for the Faith Network.  

SRCGA are holding a Funding Fair on 10th March, 1-4pm, Dugdale Watersports Centre.  This will provide an opportunity to speak directly to funders.  
	Julie Derbyshire/Satnam Singh
Julie

Julie

	10. Any other business
It was discussed that the network should have a ½ day planning session to discuss taking the network forward and producing a forward plan.  It was also suggested that the meetings move from quarterly to bi monthly.
Mussad announced that a faith event is being planned for March 2010 with Stockton and Middlesbrough BME Networks.
Satnam to circulate faiths calendar to the network.
Children and Young People seminar taking place on 10th Feb at 1.30pm, at the Education Centre.
Drop in sessions are taking place on Tuesdays and Thursdays 1-3pm at Stockton Parish Church for English classes for asylum seekers and refugees.

11th February, a PVE event is taking place for children and young people

It was suggested that a representative from SACRE be invited to attend a meeting.
	Satnam

Sarah

Satnam

	11. Date and time of next meeting

Wednesday 24th March 2010, 6pm, Kirklevington Church.
	All 


