Faith Network Meeting

4th November 2009

Northcote Street Mosque
	In Attendance: Francis Groves, Julie Derbyshire, Tony Hampton, Derek Rosamond, Dr Riaz, Haleem Ghafoor, Sarah Upex, Phillip Ashdown, Satnam Singh 
Apologies: Dawn Welsh, Sarah Woodhouse, David Whiting, Elsie Hampton, Allison Aguis


	1. Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was Chaired by Julie Derbyshire.
Northcote Street Mosque were thanked for the use of their facilities.
Andy Fox requested to become a member of the network.  This was agreed by members.
	Julie Derbyshire

	2. Minutes to be agreed 5th August 2008

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.
	All

	3. Matters Arising

Dr Riaz informed that he had visited the Uniformed Services team at Stockton Riverside College on 20th October and a Tees Valley Muslim Forum Group has been established.
It was agreed that Julie Derbyshire would contact those members who were not present to ensure that they would be attending the next meeting.
	All


	4. Spirituality & Mental Health

Joe informed the meeting that the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) identified areas of health that need to be jointly discussed.  It was noted that this has identified the commissioning of projects for mental health to alleviate problems and prevent stigma.
There was a proposal for the Faith Leaders Network to run a pilot project for one year and looking at the ways and means of how different people are affected.  It was noted that lots of people are using faith and spirituality to prevent mental health.  It was requested that the network get together to discuss issues of how to cope using spirituality.  A number of projects using spirituality have been trialled and the network were asked to identify ideas for projects which tackle the stigma of mental health and the need to promote this in the community.
It was noted that if the project was commissioned it would have to start in April 2010 and run for one year.  The outcomes of the project would be achieving well being, confidence, self esteem building etc.  the cost of the project would be no more than £30,000.

It was also noted that it would be worthwhile for Joe to contact the BME Network and consult them on their views.

This would provide the opportunity for the faith communities to come together and develop a project and action plan.

It was agreed that a special meeting would be held in December to identify a potential project.

Julie noted that Stockton Residents have agreed that they will take on the role of developing a mental health network for Stockton.


	Joe Chidanyiaka, Health Improvement Specialist, North Tees PCT

Julie to organise ‘special’ meeting of the network in December 2009

	5. Third Sector Strategy

Julie informed the network that the Strategy will lead and inform the work of Catalyst.  It was requested that if members had any comments on the Strategy, to feed them into Catalyst by the end of November 2009.  Also if anyone would like to become a member of Catalyst, get in touch also.

	Julie Derbyshire

	6. Terms of Reference

Following requests from the network and to further develop and help take the network forward, a draft terms of reference for the network has been produced.  Changes have been made to the terms of reference following comments made from the network at the last meeting.

It was requested that page 4 be changed to read the following:

“Stockton Residents and Community Groups Association will co-ordinate the secretariat function on behalf of the network in partnership with Stockton Borough Council”


	Haleem Ghafoor



	7. Stockton Town Pastors Using the Street Angel Model

Derek provided background to the scheme.  An ex police officer (Steve Brock) has been recruited to coordinate the teams.  This coordinator has visited Halifax, which has a similar models to Stockton’s.  A training package has been produced with the coordinator and Andy Fox
Derek informed that 44 volunteers are currently taking part in training on Friday evenings with Cleveland Police and Town Centre Management and they are having CRB checks via SRCGA.  Derek noted that first aid training is also being organised.
The teams will be made up of 3 to 4 volunteers and 3 teams will be launched on Friday 4th December and there will be a female in each group.  There will be a leader of each team who will have a radio link to the Town Centre CCTV and through them a link to the Police.  Andy Fox noted that the Town Pastors are not an arm of the Police.
It is hoped that in the new year, the scheme can move to Saturday nights too and there will be a media campaigning publicising the scheme during November 2009.

If you want to become involved, or know anyone who would like to be involved, contact Steve Brock who can supply the application forms etc.

Derek noted that Stockton Town Pastors does not have any link to the Street Pastors model and they are no longer registered with them.  There is now a strong link with the Street Angels scheme.

Derek informed the group that he would keep the network up to date with any developments. 
	Derek Rosamond

Derek to invite Steve to the next meeting with application forms.

	8. Regional Interfaith Network  Update
Satnam raised that an Interfaith Stakeholder Event is taking place on 18th November 2009 for faith groups across the region and is being held at the Education Centre.  Stockton has 20 spaces at this Event, and Satnam requested that members contact him if they want to attend. (Direct Line 01642 528334)

	Satnam Singh


	9. Migration Impact Fund Event
Satnam provided a background to the Migration Impact Fund, which was a successful bid for £200,000 over 2 years.

It was noted that a migrant support worker for Stockton is to be advertised through various networks.
Julie to circulate the notes from the event to the network.
	Satnam Singh



	10. External Funding Opportunities

Members were informed of the successful applications from the Regional Efficiency and Improvement Partnership for the Area Partnership Boards and the BME network.

Members were provided with information on Fairshare and Grassroutes and BT community connections.  It was suggested that Julie explore Grassroutes funding for the Faith Network.  
	Julie Derbyshire

	11. Any other business
Feedback was provided from the PVE Event.  Andy Fox is organising a Young Peoples PVE Event and has received funding from REIP of £6,700 and sponsorship has also been sought.  The event is Tees Valley wide and is taking place on 11th February 2010 at the Oakwood Centre for 300 young people and 50 adults.  A web link from Cleveland Police’s website is to be launched this week.  If the event is successful, will be used as best practice across the country.
Haleem provided background on the Communities Together Project for the Area Partnership Boards, which has been developed from REIP funding.  It was requested that the network encourage people to attend these tours.

Julie provided information on the BME networks successful bid also from REIP funding.

Dr Riaz wished everyone a Happy Eid on behalf of the Muslim community.  Eid is taking place on Friday 27th November 2009.

Dr Riaz informed the network that the builders who were building the new mosque have gone into receivership and would like to assure the community that after a reconciliation exercise, the builders do not owe any money.

Dr Riaz requested that if anyone knows anyone who deals with installing Solar Panels in buildings to contact him.
	

	12. Date and time of next meeting

Wednesday 3rd February 2010.  Venue to be confirmed.

A special meeting will also be held in December to discuss the potential health project.  Julie will send the date and time to members.
	Julie Derbyshire


