Faith Network Meeting

6th August 2009

St. Paul’s Church
	In Attendance: David Whiting, Francis Groves, Julie Derbyshire, Elsie Hampton, Tony Hampton, Derek Rosamond, Dr Riaz, Simon Lee, Haleem Ghafoor, Sarah Upex, Phillip Ashdown
Apologies: Dawn Welsh, Satnam Singh, Richard Bradshaw, Cllr Mrs Fletcher, Pervas 

Rehman 
(It was agreed that Julie Derbyshire would contact those members who were not present to ensure that they would be attending the next meeting.)

	1. Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was Chaired by Julie Derbyshire.
Derek Rosamond provided a tour of the Church and gave a talk on the Christian Faith and the ministry of St. Paul’s.  Derek also provided the meeting with information on the PLANT project (Parents Linking at Newtown Together).

St. Paul’s Church were thanked for the use of their facilities.
	Julie Derbyshire

	2. Minutes to be agreed 5th May 2008

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.
	

	3. Matters Arising

David Whiting noted that he had not been approached by anyone from the network to join the inter faith network.  It was noted that the invitation was still open if anyone from the network would like to join.

David Whiting noted that he was still awaiting Satnam Singh to contact him regarding the graves at Durham Road Cemetery.

Dr Riaz volunteered to be a contact for faith support at Stockton Riverside College.
	Satnam Singh to contact David Whiting

Julie Derbyshire to provide David Whiting with Dr Riaz’s contact details.

	4. Stockton Town Pastors Using the Street Angel Model

Derek informed the meeting that following discussions with representatives from Stockton Borough Council and SRCGA, the central churches in Stockton who wish to provide a town centre pastor services have decided to accept the recommendation to move forward with a scheme based on the model of the Street Angels initiative.  

Derek noted that the churches believe that this removes the cause of objection to the original proposal for a scheme along the Street Pastors model, which some found to present a ‘single faith’ issue.
The churches are now actively seeking to take this proposal forward under the mane of Stockton Town Pastors and are in ongoing discussions with the police and other public agencies.  As the proposal develops further, consultation will take place with pubs, clubs, taxi services, security operations, etc.

Derek informed the group that he would keep the network up to date with any developments. 

The network approved this model.
	Derek Rosamond

	5. Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) Event
Simon provided information on the success of the PVE Event, which was held in May 2009.  Simon provided background information on the local, regional and national context of the agenda.  There are 4 P’s which make up the Contest agenda:
1. Pursue

2. Protect

3. Prepare

4. Prevent

It was noted that over 50 delegates from the local community were present at the event and there was a very good calibre of guest speakers.  It was noted that the action plan, which was revised following comments at the event, was approved by the Stockton Renaissance Partnership Board at its June 2009 meeting.

An issue raised at the event was that it was not targeted at young people and the panel was made up of adults.  Following this, Andy Fox (Cleveland Police) has organised a similar event with young people.

Simon requested that the network continue to receive regular updates on progress of the PVE agenda and action plan. 
	Simon Lee

	6. Terms of Reference

Following requests from the network and to further develop and help take the network forward, a draft terms of reference for the network has been produced.

It was requested that the different faiths which are being represented at the network at present are included within the terms of reference.  Any new faiths which join the group can be added as they start attending.
It was agreed that the network needs to be developed further and for more faiths to be represented on the network before adopting a terms of reference and electing Chairpersons.  Julie Derbyshire to contact Middlesbrough Council of Faiths to ask for contacts within the different faith communities and Dr Riaz volunteered to contact these personally.
It was noted that an annual review be built into the terms of reference.

It was agreed that the terms of reference, with the suggested revisions, be brought back to the next meeting.
	Haleem Ghafoor
Julie Derbyshire to provide Dr Riaz with contact information.

	7. Regional and Sub Regional Stakeholders feedback

Members were informed that the Regional Interfaith Network now has a website which can be accessed at www.nerfn.org 

David informed the network that a group involving various representatives of faith groups, local authorities and the community and voluntary sectors in the sub region have been meeting to set up a stakeholder event.  The event is to take place on 18th November 2009 during National Interfaith Week (15th-21st November 2009), the venue is still to be confirmed.  A number of key questions have been developed for this event to provide information on the most appropriate infrastructure to support and promote inter-faith activity and action within the Tees Valley.
	David Whiting

	8. CEN Review Consultation

Haleem provided the network with the background of why this consultation is ongoing.

It was noted that the work carried out by the CEN involves supporting the Faith Network and BME network.

It was requested that if members would like to complete the consultation table, they do so by 14th August 2009. 
	Haleem Ghafoor

Sarah Upex to circulate to members the capacity building and engaging report produced by SRCGA.

	9. Big Lunch

Haleem provided background to the Big Lunch and the national event which took place on the 19th July, which was aimed to bring together people from different cultures and communities to have lunch in the form of a street party, at a community centre, picnics etc.

The group were not aware of any events which had happened in Stockton.  However, positive feedback had been received from a street party which was organised in Newcastle.

It was noted that a Big Lunch event should be organised for 2010 and it was suggested to link up with Middlesbrough and other organisations to make this a big event.  It was noted that possible funding for this event could come from the Police and other resources.
	Haleem Ghafoor



	10. External Funding Opportunities

Members were informed of the successful applications from the Regional Efficiency and Improvement Partnership for the Area Partnership Boards and the BME network.

Members were also provided with funding information for Secret Millionaire (Awards for All), Office of the Third Sector bulletin and Community Space (Big Lottery Fund). 
	Sarah Upex

	11. Any other business
· Children’s Workforce Development Council (CWDC)– Tracy Roberts
Julie Derbyshire informed the meeting that there is funding and support for all people that deliver any type of service or activities to Children and Young People available through SRCGA.  A training pack has been produced.
· Thornaby Gurdwhara – 
Julie Derbyshire to contact Kuldip Singh regarding the development of a car parking facility at Allens Way. 

· It was requested that Middlesbrough Council of Faiths attend a future meeting to discuss their network.
· Members were provided with Children’s Workforce Training Courses & Seminars 2009-2010.
	Contact Tracy on (01642) 733903 for further information.

Julie Derbyshire to contact.


	12. Date and time of next meeting

Wednesday 4th November 2009.  Venue to be confirmed.
	Julie Derbyshire


