Minute/Decision Summary - Unconfirmed

Meeting- Renaissance Central Area Partnership

Date –30th April 2009

The Education Centre, Junction Road, Norton, Stockton-on-Tees


	Members:

Paul Thomas (Chair - Tilery Representative), Cllr Jim Beall (Vice Chair), Alex Bain (Parkfield Residents Association), Barbara Warren (Bishopsgarth Residents Association), Edna Brown (Over 50’s Assembly), Stan Slater (Stockton Physically Handicapped Group), Cllr Mrs S Fletcher (SBC), Mary Cartwright (NECIL), Anne Howard (Neighbourhood Watch Group), Jim Fenwick (St Ann’s Development Board), Cllr Cockerill, Edna Chapman (St John’s Living Well), Judith Turner (Stillington & Whitton), Marilyn Surtees (Elm Tree Community Centre), Tina Williams, David Headland (Salvation Army)

	Advisors:

Sarah Upex (SBC), James Hadman (SRCGA), Jill Anderson (SBC), Haleem Ghafoor (SBC)

Observers:

Cllr Rix (SBC), Edna Marwood, Andy Whinnerah, Elizabeth McClurg,  David Whiting, Paul McGee, Kevin McAuley, Chris Butler

	Apologies: 

Margaret Tinkler (Stillington & Whitton Parish Council), Gareth Rees (Thorpe Thewles Residents Association), Roy Parker (Durham Road Residents Association), Cllr Broughton, Cllr Woodhead, Cllr Cains, Marc Mason, Elizabeth Benomran


	Item/Issue


	Comments/DECISION
	ACTION
	Does it need council approval/ endorsement? 
	Are any other boards affected?
	CONTACT

	1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were noted.

The Chair welcomed newly elected David Headland to the Board.  The Chair informed the Board that Elizabeth McClurg is no longer a Board member.  The Chair thanked Elizabeth for her contribution to the Board.

Jim Beall informed the Board that he will now be represented on the Board as a Councillor and no longer as a representative from the Community Partnership Forum.  As Jim is also Vice Chair, the Board were requested to discuss this at the May 2009 meeting.  
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Sarah Upex

Central Area Partnership Coordinator

(01642) 526498

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Beall declared an interest in agenda item 5 as Chair of Eastern Ravens.

Alex Bain and Paul Thomas declared an interest under Agenda Item 6 under the funding opportunities Inspiring Communities fund. 
	Noted
	No
	No
	No
	Sarah Upex

Central Area Partnership Coordinator

(01642) 526498

	3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 26th MARCH 2009
The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record.


	Noted
	No
	No
	No
	Sarah Upex

Central Area Partnership Coordinator

(01642) 526498

	4. AREA PARTNERSHIP BOARD REVIEW UPDATE

Following discussions at the March 2009 meeting, it was requested that the item be brought back to the April 2009 meeting for further discussion.  During this time, James Hadman has had a session with a number of the voluntary and community sector Board representatives to discussion the action plan for the review in further detail.
Following a discussion on the action plan, it was requested that name plates be ordered for the Board.  It was also raised that members post seems to be arriving late and it was requested that discussions are held with the post office to identify any issues.

The thematic bulletin was well received, however it was requested that that dark red and black background may make it harder to read and that this be looked at for the next edition.
	James provided feedback to Board on what was discussed at this session.
	
	
	
	Sarah Upex

Central Area Partnership Coordinator

(01642) 526498

	5. COMMUNITIES FUND CENTRAL AREA PARTNERSHIP SUB GROUP UPDATE
It was agreed in principal at the March 2009 Board meeting for the sub group to look into using a small amount of the funding from the Communities Fund to buy in dedicated support for the Partnership to work with the three main providers and explore match funding opportunities.  
The sub group worked up a proposal to buy in 2 days per week dedicated officer time from Stockton Borough Council.  This would be of a cost of no more than £10,000 and would be for a 12 month period initially, when the arrangement would be reviewed.  The officer would represent the partnership in discussion and negotiation with the main providers and potentially influence how the main Communities Fund monies are being spent.  It was noted that the need for the officer was essential as the Central Area Partnership Board was unique to the other partnership boards in the sense that all 3 lead providers are operating in the Central Area Board boundaries.
The sub group will also be meeting to develop proposals for the remaining funding and these will be brought back to the Board for endorsement.
	The proposal for the dedicated officer was agreed
	No
	No
	No
	Jim Beall (Chair of the Sub Group) & Haleem Ghafoor (SBC)

	6. NORTON GRANGE YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Members were presented with the Joint Commissioning Unit Service Review Report on the Norton Grange Youth Activities Service, which was carried out on 24th September 2008.  The Board was thanked for their vision and commitment to allocate recurrent NRF to address youth provision in the Norton Grange area in 2006/07.  Members were informed that the real success of the project is the massive change in behaviour of the young people.  Equally significant has been the ‘cascading up’ to some of the parents who have struggled with control of their children.  Members were informed that the funding allowed group sessions to be carried out by the Cornerhouse Youth Project for 8-12 year olds and 12-19 year olds.  Members were informed that funding from Connexions has targeted 12-19 year olds on Friday and Saturday nights and a six month extension has been granted.  However, there is concern that there are no resources available for those 12 years and under.

A discussion ensued around the difficulties of short term funding and the need to work with young people and offer them support.  The Board considered that an overall strategic vision would be useful to enable funding for children and young people to be plotted and targeted and to enable a clear set of priorities to be produced.  It was discussed that resources are limited and hotspots and youth issues are common in both deprived and non deprived areas.

It was noted there is currently a review of youth provision underway.
	An item on youth provision to be taken to a future meeting.
	No
	No
	No
	Kevin McAuley

	7. UPDATE ON FIVE LAMPS BUSINESS TRAINING SUPPORT AND FUNDING PACKAGE
Members were informed that the Five Lamps organisation is a community charity with a business advice arm.  The service offered in a way which is as user friendly as possible for clients and which encourages the possibility of self employment.

The business training support service offers support to clients throughout the process and the advisors are happy to meet people at a venue and time which is best suited to the client.  The advisors work with any type of business.  The service is available to residents across the borough living in the old NRF areas.  Grants of £500 are available once a client is registered as self employed and business loans are available.  The service provided is free to clients.
	Noted
	No
	No
	No
	Chris Butler, Five Lamps Organisation

	6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Thematic Partnership Update
· Economic Regeneration & Transport Meeting – Tina Williams
Tina informed members that at the last meeting, the following was discussed: graduate retention within the Tees Valley, partnership healthchecks and impact of the current economic climate.
· Health & Wellbeing Partnership – Paul Thomas

Paul did not attend the last meeting.  It was requested that SU check with the secretariat to ensure that details of meetings are being sent out to reps.

Stockton Renaissance Update – Paul Thomas

Paul informed the Board that the following items had been discussed at the last meeting: 
· Migration Fund report
· Merger of the Safer Stockton Partnership and Drug Action Team

· Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA)

· Review of the Stockton Renaissance Partnership Board

· Housing in the Borough – impact on current economic climate
Funding Opportunities
Members were provided with information on the following funding opportunities:
· Calor Gas Village of the Year Competition
· Inspiring Communities Fund

Forward Plan

It was requested that the officer providing dedicated support to the Board, as agreed by the Board, provide frequent updates on the Communities Fund.

Andy Whinnerah informed the Board that a Children and Young People consultation is taking place on the 13th May 2009, 5.30-8pm at the Arc providing the opportunity for children and young people to have a say on the provision of services.  The event is aimed at 11-19 year olds.

Members were informed that opening of the Infinity Bridge is taking place Thursday 14th May, 8-10pm.
	Noted

Noted

	No

No


	No

No


	No

No


	Sarah Upex

Central Area Partnership Coordinator

(01642) 526498
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