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Glossary of Terms

	Terms
	Description
	Article/Part

	Background Papers
	Documents on which reports are primarily based.
	Part 4

	Cabinet
	The executive body of the Council comprising  the Leader, as Chair,  and up to nine other Members appointed by the Leader.
	7

	Call-In
	The process of delaying the implementation of a Cabinet decision while the  Executive Scrutiny Committee considers it in more detail.
	Part 4

	Chair
	The Member who presides over a meeting of the Council’s Cabinet, Committees, Sub-Committees or Panels.
	Part 4

	Chief Executive
	The Head of Paid Service.
	12

	Chief Finance Officer
	An Officer appointed by the Council to ensure the financial prudence of the Council’s actions. 
	12

	Consultative Forums
	The following forums and Panels:-

Markets: Parish Liaison; Elderly Citizens; Housing; Homelessness; Local Joint Consultative, Teachers Joint Consultative; Youth; Stockton Business and Stockton Residents.


	Part 2

Article 3

	Co-opted Members
	Persons, who are not elected, but appointed to a Council Committee, Sub-Committee or Panel and have voting rights
	

	Council Functions
	Activities which can only be the responsibility of the Council.
	Part 3

	Councillors
	Persons elected as Members of the Council by the voters of each Ward every fourth year.
	2

	Deputy Leader
	The Councillor elected  or nominated to the position of Deputy Leader  by the Leader of the Council.
	7

	Deputy Mayor
	A Councillor elected annually by the Council to act as deputy to the Mayor. 
	5

	Executive
	The Cabinet
	7


	Terms
	Description
	Article/Part

	Executive Arrangements or Executive decision making arrangements
	Arrangements by a Local Authority for and in connection with the creation and operation of an executive
	7

	Executive Functions
	Activities which can only be the responsibility of the Cabinet.
	Part 3

	Forward Plan
	A document which indicates what key decisions are likely to be made by or on behalf of the Cabinet during the forthcoming 4 months.
	Part 4

	Full Council
	All 56 Members of the Council meeting together
	4

	Head of Paid Service
	The most senior Officer of the Authority, with responsibility for the management of all the Council’s Officers.
	12

	Joint Arrangements
	Services provided in partnership with other Councils or by or on behalf of those Councils.
	11

	Key Decision
	A decision by the Cabinet or by an Officer which involves significant expenditure or which has a significant effect on local communities.
	13

	Leader
	The Councillor elected to the position of Leader, and Chair of the Cabinet,  by the Council.
	7

	Local Choice Functions
	Activities which can be the responsibility of either the Council or the Cabinet.
	Part 3

	Mayor
	A Councillor who is elected annually by the Council to chair full Council meetings and to be the first citizen of the Borough. 
	5

	Medium Term Financial Plan
	A  plan containing future years resource (revenue and capital) allocations
	Article 4 and Part 4

	Members
	Members include Councillors and persons who are co-opted on to the Council’s Committees, Sub-Committees or Panels
	2 and Part 4 and Table 1

	Model Code of Conduct
	A model code prepared by the Government to regulate the conduct of Local Authority Members.
	Part 5


	Terms
	Description
	Article/Part

	Monitoring Officer
	An Officer appointed by the Council, with responsibility for ensuring the lawfulness and reasonableness of the Council’s actions.
	12

	Ombudsman
	A person independent of the Council who has power to investigate maladministration by the Council.
	N/A

	Proper Officer
	An Officer designated by the Council to fulfil a range of specific statutory functions.
	12 and Part 4

	Regulatory Committees
	Committees appointed by the Council to be responsible for functions such as planning and licensing.
	8

and

Part 3

	Reports
	Written items prepared by Officers for consideration by Members.
	Part 4

	Returning/ Acting Returning Officer
	An Officer designated by the Council to fulfil the duties of Returning/Acting Returning Officer in Parish, District, European and General Elections
	12

	Executive Scrutiny

Committee
	A Committee established by the Council to scrutinise and, where appropriate, call-in decisions of the Cabinet.
	6

	Select Committees
	Committees established by the Council to review and recommend improvements to the Council’s service delivery arrangements and policies.
	6

	Standards Board for England (now Standards for England)
	An independent body set up by the Government to consider allegations of breaches of the Model Code of Conduct by Members.
	N/A

	Standards Committee
	A Committee established by the Council to promote high standards of conduct by the Council and its Members.
	9

	Vice-Chair
	The Member who deputises for the Chair.
	Part 4
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