[image: image1.png]Stockton-on-Tees



      Quick checklist for landlords:
	Item:
	Further information:

	Overview of private rented issues for new landlords
	Avoid the pitfalls of private renting


	Permission from mortgage lender and/or freeholder


	Contact your lender directly

	Planning or Building Control approval for major improvement work done to property (or planned)
	Planning Enforcement - Stockton Borough Council 
Do I need to apply for Building Regulations - Stockton Borough Council


	Make sure the property provides a safe and healthy environment  for any potential occupiers or visitors


	Housing Health and Safety Rating System - Stockton Borough Council (HHSRS)
Landlords’ Guide to Electrical Safety


	Ensure there is adequate heating and insulation
	HHSRS plus Private landlords - Home improvements - Energy Saving Trust


	Complete annual gas safety checks by Gas Safe Registered installer
	Gas Safe Register:ensure your gas engineer is registered with Gas Safe Register


	Check whether HMO or other licence is needed from the council
	Houses in Multiple Occupation - Stockton Borough Council


	If letting as an HMO, comply with HMO regulations
	Houses in Multiple Occupation - Stockton Borough Council


	Obtain insurance (NB check policy is suitable for rented property)
	Check through your own insurance provider. (Accredited landlords qualify for discounts on business services including insurance)
Landlords Accreditation Scheme - Stockton Borough Council


	Consider any local council schemes such as Bond Guarantee and Landlord Liaison (tenant referencing)  to help secure suitable tenants
	Housing Options Advice - Stockton Borough Council
Landlord Liaison - Stockton Borough Council


	Decide on the likely market rent with consideration of published LHA rates


	LHA Rates - Stockton Borough Council


	Commit to personal professional development as a landlord and consider joining a Landlord Association Scheme.


	Landlords Accreditation Scheme - Stockton Borough Council

	Obtain a tenancy agreement suitable for your letting.
	Model tenancy agreements are available through legal stationers and to landlords Accredited with Stockton Council
Assured and Assured Shorthold Tenancies


	Ensure any deposits are properly protected under national scheme
	Tenancy Deposit Protection Scheme - Stockton Borough Council


	Ensure you have an Energy Performance Certificate for any properties let after Oct. 2008.

	Energy Performance Certificates In The Private Rented Sector
Accredited landlords qualify for discounts on business services including Energy Performance Assessments



	Ensure your property meets decent home standards /or consider the standards as part of your planned maintenance
	Decent Homes Standard - Stockton Borough Council


