Skip’s Questions & Answers

1. Why do we need a license for a skip ?
The Council has a duty under the Highways Act 1980 to regulate and co-ordinate all activities on the highway.   A Highway is probably best defined as ‘ A right of way for the public’ or even more simply ‘a route which all persons can use to pass and repass along as often and whenever they wish without let or hindrance and without charge’.

2. Why is there a charge been levied now, and under what legislation is this been implemented? 

The Council needs to recover reasonable costs for administering the service.  The Highways Act 1980 and the Local Authorities (Transport Charges) Regulations 1988 refer.

3. How quickly can we obtain a license (i.e. telephone call / fax / email) ?

Stockton Borough Council requires 48 hour notice for a skip licence and aim to give a response within 3 working days (although in most instances will aim to give an earlier response).

All requests for skip licences can be made via the CFYA call centre on 01642 391959, Stockton’s Website at www.stockton.gov.uk, Fax on 01642 528333 or by emailing careforyourarea@stockton.gov.uk or by writing/in person to Care For Your Area, Cowpen Lane Depot, Billingham TS23 4DD.

N.B Licences will only be issued once full payment is made
4. Does the charge vary with the size of the skip ?
No, there is an all-encompassing charge for licensing your skip, which in 2006 is £15.00 

5. How long will a license last and is there a charge for extending it?

A licence will only issued for the maximum of 14 days, any extension will require a renewal of the licence with the appropriate fee of £15.00 being charged.

6. What will happen if we cannot get a license (i.e. Saturday & Sunday when the authority is closed ) ?

Three days notice is required for any skip to be licensed on the Highway and therefore, any requests received on a Weekend will be processed prior to the licence date (within those 3 days as long as the adequate notice is given).   
7. What will be the penalty / action for not having a license?

Any skips not licensed on the Highway will be removed by the Council’s Enforcement Team and a charge levied for recovery of the skip.  

8. What will happen if skips are not clearly marked up (Company name and contact tel no) ?

Any skips not clearly marked or with the correct signing/guarding/lighting on the Highway will be removed by the Council’s Enforcement Team and a charge levied for recovery of the skip (even where a licence has been approved).

9. Will there be a press release by the authority so that our customers will understand why the sudden increase in price for a skip ?

Yes Stockton Borough Council will issue a press release prior to the new charging regime and will update information on the Council’s own website for members of the public.

10. Where we will be allowed to place skips ?

Skips are allowed to be placed on the highway dependent on traffic sensitivity, visibility factors, and location although each request will be awarded on individual merit and after consideration by the Asset Technician.  

11. What would happen if the skip caused damage to the footpath / grass verge ?

Where any damage is caused due to the skip being placed on the Highway, the Council will recharge the skip company for any works involved.

12. What size skips can we place on the highway ?

In general, the Council will not permit skips larger than 8 cubic yards, however in certain circumstances it may be possible to give special consideration to requests for larger ones if conditions are suitable.

13. How many skips can be on one license at any time ?

Only 1 skip will be allowed on each licence.

14. If a skip is taken away how long do I have to prove it is mine and reclaim it and what will be the cost of this.

The skip will be held for a period of 14 days if the owner does not prove ownership of the skip and pay the release fee before the expiry of 14 days the skip will be disposed of.

The following charges will apply to recover 

Monday to Friday 9am until 17:00 hrs

Mini Skip £100 + vat

Midi         £125 + vat

Large       £150 + vat
Every possible effort will be made to seize skips within the above time frame to reduce costs to both skip owner and the Authority and in the interests of public safety, crime, and ASB & ARSON reduction requirements.

OUTSIDE THESE HOURS 

Mini Skip £200 + vat

Midi         £225 + vat

Large       £250 + vat
The skips will be held for 14 days and after that point, the skip contents will be disposed of in accordance with current legislation the skip then destroyed or disposed of by the contractor.

15. Who is responsible for the skip once it has been delivered and the skip wagon has left the premises ( i.e. residents routinely move skips onto the carriageway off there drives after delivery) ?

The skip company is responsible for the skip at all times.

16. Will there be any long-term penalty for continued non-compliance with licensing regulations (i.e. skip companies regularly placing skips without a license ) ?

The Council will look at refusal of any future licences on the highway where there has been continual none compliance with the licensing rules.

17. How much time will be allowed before enforcement takes place on an illegally placed skip ?

Enforcement Action (seizure) will be immediate if:-

· PLACED CAUSING AN OBSTRUCTION AND/OR DANGER OR DAMAGE

· NO CURRENT & VALID LICENSE EXISTS FOR THE SKIP

· THE SKIP IS NOT MARKED IN ACCORANCE WITH THE HIGHWAYS ACT PROVISIONS

· THE SKIP IS NOT SIGNED AND GUARDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HIGHWAYS ACT PROVISIONS
· THE SKIP IS OVERFLOWING OR IT’S CONTENTS ARE INSECURE OR ADDING TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT THROUGH LITTER
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