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3rd April 2006

Dear Sirs

SKIPS ON HIGHWAY

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980
Stockton Borough Council are concerned about the number of skips being placed on the highway without the necessary permission.  Section 139 of the Highways Act 1980 requires any person who wishes to deposit a skip on the highway to obtain permission from the Highway Authority.  

The Council are intending to strictly enforce this requirement, and intend that any unlicenced skips will be removed and stored with costs forwarded to the offending company.  I attach a copy of the skip permit, which includes details of the requirements to ensure compliance, together with details relating to enforcement.   Please note that the fines referred to in notes a) and c) are currently both £1000.

I would like to bring to your attention the main points to note:

· That the skip is properly lighted during the hours of darkness.

· That the skip is clearly marked and indelibly marked with the owner’s name and telephone number.

· Due care and attention must be used when siting the skip.

· The skip is removed as soon as is practicable after it has been filled, but nevertheless before the expiry of the licence.

· The highway, is normally defined as being from fence line to fence line.

The Traffic Management Act (2004) brought a requirement for all events occurring on the highway to be recorded.  Therefore the Council requires notice of the placing of skips on the highway to enable the co-ordination process to take place.  The notice period required is 3 days for a non traffic sensitive street, and 7 days for a traffic sensitive street.  The Council will endeavour to reply within 1 working day.

It is also this Council’s intention from 1st May 2006 to introduce a £15.00 charge to cover the associated costs of this service, and I wish to give you the opportunity to make any relevant comment on this proposal prior to the proposed date of implementation.  

I look forward to hearing from you in due course, but in the meantime should you require to discuss this please contact Care For Your Area on 01642 391959 or myself at the number given above.

Yours sincerely,

Tom Andrew

Highway & Consultancy Manager










