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Elm Tree Youth Club are keeping busy  
 
Earlier in the year the Youth Club had planned a residential weekend but it was 
cancelled due to flooding. So finally in November the young people had chance to 
get to Carlton Lodge Outdoor Centre. 
 
The young people and staff had a great time and on Friday night they did some 
rock climbing where the young people learned how to belay each other and 
demonstrated excellent team work and communication. Saturday’s weather 
allowed the group to go weaselling and rock climbing outdoors and on a night 
walk later on with some hide and seek in the heather!! 
The weather on Sunday was extremely wet but the group are hard core and they 
still went canoeing! 
 
Some of the comments from the young people in their evaluations were "If you 
think you can do it you will gain your self confidence" and "if you stick together 
you have more fun". And the young people learnt ‘how to hide in the grass" and 
"how to get wetter than normal on a canoe”!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other activities that the club have been involved in included a badminton 
tournament for Children in Need. Not many young people turned up so the group 
decided to give all of November’s entrance fees to Children in Need – a sum of 
£37.51.   
The winners of the tournament were Bradley Murray and Joe Dowd.  
 
The club also received funding from Youth Bank for activities over the winter and 
they have been swimming at the Dolphin Centre where the young people 
especially enjoyed diving boards.  
 
Another trip took the group to Quasar at South Shields. They travelled by train 
then Metro, and walked to Quasar.  Dominic Knight planned the trip with help from 
Bradley Murray budgeting and checking train times on internet. Nathan Clarkson 
created a timetable and Ollie Walker and Laura Alderson helped research the 
activity and were involved in the decision making. 
 
The group will be planning activities for Jan, Feb and March 2010. 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hardwick get a band hero following successful devel opment  
 
Young people at Hardwick Youth Club had identified that they would like to get 
their own guitar and drum kit for their Nintendo wii as they were borrowing their 
youth worker’s guitars every week!! 
 
Thanks to funding from PAYP the Youth Club was able to purchase their own 
‘Band Hero’ accessories for the wii which includes a drum kit, guitar and 
microphone. This is extremely popular with the young people at the club and has 
helped with the success of the new Youth Club at Abbey Hill school site in 
Hardwick. 
 
Wednesday nights have a different theme to them as this is when the Fire Brigade 
runs sports sessions for the young people at the club. These are going really well 
and the young people thoroughly enjoy them. Thanks to the firemen who give up 
their time to come and work with our young people, building relationships and 
helping to keep everyone fit and learn new skills. 
 
The club opens Mondays and Wednesdays 6.30 – 8.30 
 

Hardwick prepare for Christmas carnival  
 
The young people at Hardwick Youth Club were also offered the chance to be 
involved in the Stockton Sparkles Christmas Carnival in December. 
 
For 3 weeks a group worked with Duncan, our Artist, to make boat costumes 
which represented the carol ‘I saw three ships’ and angel costumes which 
represented ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’. They really enjoyed using new 
materials and especially the glue gun, sticking glitter everywhere and using the 
electric scissors which were great fun!!! 
 
The picture shows some of the young people making the costumes and Ginny 
and Karen showing off their angel costumes on the day of the carnival! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chill zone take a trip to the panto  
 
Young People from Chill Zone Youth Café, Central Stockton, enjoyed a night out 
starting with tea and then off to Darlington Civic Theatre on December 10th to see 
the pantomime ‘Aladdin’. 
 
The trip was possible as one of the young members, Vicky, had successfully 
applied for a Youth Bank, (Youth Opportunities Fund). 
 
The night started off with a two-course meal in Barnacles and the young people 
and staff got into the festive mood passing the Christmas lights in the High Street 
and dining in the highly decorated restaurant. With high spirits the group took their 
home-made banners and went off to see the show.  
 
During the show the Manager of the Civic Theatre 
came over and offered the group a meeting with 
Chico (X Factor finalist), as he was pleased in 
seeing the banners were for him! The group got to 
meet Chico at the end of the performance and he 
signed autographs for them. Everybody involved 
had a great night. 
 
 

Thornaby also went – ‘no they didn’t – yes they did!!’  

To get people in the Christmas mood 48 young people and staff from Thornaby 
also went to Darlington Civic Theatre to the see the Pantomime Aladdin. There 
were young people from Ingleby Barwick thanks to funding from Ingleby Town 
Council and young people from the Hangar and Robert Atkinson youth clubs in 
Thornaby. They all had a great experience and fully participated in a fun filled 
night out. 

Looking at wildlife  in Wynyard  
 
6 Members of Egglescliffe Youth Club had a rather wet environmental night walk 
around Wynyard Park Walkway in December.  
 
A countryside warden acted as a guide and during the hour and half walk 
explained the wildlife that can be found in the park. Evaluations showed that 3 
young people did not know of the facility, all 6 would use it again and all 6 found 
the activity useful.  
 
The main learning points identified by the young people were the variety of 
animals, the night time habits of bats and owls and the noises they (the wildlife) 
make. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirklevington get involved  
 
Young people and staff from Kirklevington Youth Club applied for funds through 
Positive Activities for Young People and were successful. 
 
They had 30 laps at Top Gear Go Karting in Durham followed by tea at KFC. All 
the young people had a great time even if one or two of them steered off the track 
and ended up in a pile of tires!  
 
Some members of the club had never even 
been Go Karting prior to the night so it was 
a great opportunity to try something new. 
They also have a Paint ball day planned for 
the end of February.  
 
 
 
The youth club have also started to develop a website which can be found at… 
 
www.kirklevington.moonfruit.com 
  
There is a little bit of info up there already but it is a work in progress. The club 
don’t have internet access at the Village Hall so the young people have been 
giving up their time to work on the site from home. 
  
 
Kirklevington’s senior worker Andy also recently had a bid accepted with The 
Percy Bilton Charity and has just received the cheque. He got £418 which has 
paid for a brand new Play station 3 console and a new television for Layfield and 
Kirklevington Youth Clubs 
   

Playing in the snow indoors – now there’s a novelty!!  
 
An activity trip to Snow Zone was suggested and partly organised by 8 young 
people from St Michaels Youth Club in the week before Christmas.   
 
The aim of the activity was to say thank you to those members who had 
committed their time over the last year contributing to the success of the club.   
The group of young people have encouraged other peers to attend the club and 
have took time to inform them of opening times and dates and what is on offer at 
the Youth Club.   
 
They suggested visiting Snow Zone at Castleford as they felt ironically that they 
don't see much snow in the winter (How little they were wrong). 
 
The young people had a skiing lesson and also viewed the other snow related 
activities taking place.  They all really enjoyed themselves and had lots of fun on 
the ski slope.  This was an opportunity to introduce them to new and 
exciting sports that can be taken up, in fact half of the young people who went are 
organising with their families to go back 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Bus updates  
 
These are the current Youth Bus times and venues. Youth Bus activities vary and 
there are often projects going on so have a look at one of the youth buses near 
you. For further details please contact Susan Cammish on 524826 
 
Monday 6-9pm  Clifton Avenue, (Wolviston Court), Billingham. 
Tuesday 6.45-9pm  Tilery Way, Tilery. 
Thursday 6-9pm  Blue Bridge, Ragworth. 
  
Youth Bus staff are currently running R.E.A.L. Award and Duke of Edinburgh 
Award sessions at Youth Space on a Wednesday evening, 6 - 9pm. 
These sessions are currently targeting females 13 - 19 years old, who have 
previously attended Youth Bus sessions.  
 
Any 13 - 19 year old males interested in starting a group, particularly fishing or 
links to motor sports are also welcome to get in touch.  These sessions will be 
supported by Kevin McCabe and other organisational staff. 
 
A monthly weekend walk will be planned and 
advertised in the near future, offering 
participants the opportunity to become familiar 
with outdoor surroundings and begin 
preparation for expedition skills later in the 
year. Watch this space. 
  
(Please be aware that these times and venues are 
subject to bus and staff availability, and 
sometimes may be subject to cancellation at short 
notice). 

  

Central area youth clubs put their heart into it!  
 
Youth Clubs in Central Stockton area are having a look into resuscitation. The 
week after half term will be their ‘Heart Start’ week, where the young people will 
gain an accreditation in one of the areas of emergency first aid. 
 
Andy Rowlands, from Norton Fire Brigade has been good enough to help with the 
running of a course in each of the Youth Clubs in the area: 
 
Monday 22nd February  – Chill Zone, Youth Café -4-6pm 
Tuesday 23rd February  – Willows   -5.50-7.30pm 
Wednesday 24th February  – Primrose Hill  -5-7pm 
Thursday 25th February  – Elmwood   -6.30-8.30pm 
Friday 26th February  – Fairfield   -6.30-8.30pm 
 
The course consists of a two hour briefing including some dvd viewing and some 
practical work. Anyone who wants to join in or if you know of anyone who will 
benefit from the course, please get in touch with Diane Simms on 527975. 
 
Places are available for young people in Stockton, 
age 13-19 years old as is course requirement in 
this case. 
 
Andy Rowlands can be contacted on 01642 
552175 if you wish to create a course of your 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding opportunities  
 
Funding for community groups 
Not for profit organisations and organisation with a charitable purpose can apply 
for funding through the Mark Leonard Trust. The Mark Leonard Trust is one of 
the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts and focuses on environmental education 
in the UK. 
In particular the Trust seeks to support projects that focus on: 
Finding practical ways of involving children and young adults; sustainable 
agriculture and bio-diversity. Sustainable transport, energy efficiency and 
renewable energy and youth work that support the rehabilitation of young 
people involved in anti-social or criminal activities. 
Applications to the Trust can be submitted at any time. 
http://www.sfct.org.uk/mark_leonard.html  
 
Cash injections for sports clubs 
Sports club that are registered with their sport’s National Governing Body or 
local authority can apply for grants of up to £1,000 through the Cash 4 Clubs 
grants scheme. Cash 4 Clubs is a sports funding scheme which gives clubs a 
unique chance to apply for grants to improve facilities, purchase new 
equipment, gain coaching qualifications, and generally invest in the 
sustainability of their club. In 2008 over £30,000 was given out in grants to 30 
community sports clubs across the UK. 
There are three tiers of grants at £250, £500 and £1,000. 
Applications can be submitted at any time. 
http://cash-4-clubs.com/  
 
It’s Your Community Initiative 
O2 have committed £1 million to the “Its Your Community” initiative. Its Your 
Community, which is managed by the Conservation Foundation, provides grants 
of £100 to £1,000 to individuals and groups to improve their local environment. 
The type of projects supported in the past included environmental projects such 
as turning derelict land into an amenity park or wildlife area, tree planting, 
creating a wildlife pond, renovating neglected river and canal footpaths, 
providing water butts and recycling facilities in village halls, etc. The 
commitment by O2 means that the initiative will now be able to support up to 60 
projects per month. 
Applications can be made at any time and are judged on the 20th of every 
month. 
http://www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk/  
 
Funding to support needy young people in the commun ity 
Social workers, health visitors and support workers working for a statutory 
agency or voluntary organisation can apply for funding through the Frank Buttle 
Trust to help children and young people in desperate need. Grants are intended 
to make a positive contribution to their lives when their safety, health or 
development is at risk. The item (or service) to be funded should be critical to 
the well-being of the child/young person, and items that are merely desirable, 
rather than essential, will not be eligible for support. The grants available 
provide necessities such as beds, bedding and essential items of furniture and 
household equipment. The Trust also has an arrangement with Comet for 
washing machines, cookers, fridges and other white goods that can be delivered 
directly to applicants. Applications must be made through a statutory agency or 
voluntary organisation that is capable of assessing the needs of the child/young 
person, and that can also administer a grant on behalf of the Trust.  
Applications can be submitted at any time. 
http://www.buttletrust.org/grant_aid/child_support_grants1/ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Youth Club News is edited by Karen Merrick. If you have any queries about the 
newsletter or if any of our youth clubs and projects within the ISA’s and IYSS 
teams would like to add an article to the next edition, please contact me on 

528129 or by email at karen.merrick@stockton.gov.uk  
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About the group  
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Diary dates – Spring 2010  
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