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Change to Roseworth Youth Club Opening Times  
 
Redhill Youth club which is held within Redhill Children’s Centre is changing its 
nights to Mondays and Tuesdays instead of Mondays and Wednesdays.  This is 
to give young people more of a choice about the youth clubs that they attend as 
previously a number of clubs were on a Wednesday so the young people could 
not attend them all.  
The youth club is accessed by walking through the car park at the back of the 
children’s centre and is for young people aged 12-19. The club has a mixture of 
resources from arts and crafts, decks and MCing, Nintendo wii, cooking and 
more. 
 
Please contact Karen Merrick on 528129 for more details 

Out of the Box 
 
Young people from Central Area of Stockton have been starting to engage in 
conversation with youth workers around the subject of reading. The project is 
part of ‘Out of The Box’, which is to promote conversations about the benefits 
that reading and the use of libraries can have amongst young people.   
 
This part of the project is called ‘what are you reading’, and it has opened up 
dialogue as to what type of books young people and youth workers are reading 
and the joys and pleasures that they are getting from them. Also it has helped 
young people look at what they think of the author and how the stories relate to 
their lives.  
 
Some young people involved have been encouraged to pick up a book or 
magazine, having found out what their peers are getting from reading. All of the 
young people who have taken part are to receive a book voucher. 
 
Working with Helen Wilberforce from Stockton Libraries, this project has created 
a link with youth clubs and libraries by means of joining some new members up 
to the Library. Helen is using the link to leave books for young people to read 
and taking requests for ones preferred.  
 
A read pack has been devised with the aim of leaving youth workers with a tool 
of some ideas on how to follow this project. 
 
For a read pack please contact John Greenan on 01642 524831 
For more information on ‘what are you reading’, please contact 
Diane Simms on 01642 527975 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hardwick is Full of Activities!  
�
During October half term a lot of money and resources were put into Stockton to 
provide a range of different things for young people to get involved with.  
As a lead up to Halloween and bonfire night it was important to allow young people 
to get involved in different things to keep them occupied and try and keep antisocial 
behaviour down – and the activities that were on offer were well attended and 
enjoyed by everyone who took part. 
 
As part of these holiday activities, a programme was planned for young people who 
attend HYPE and Hardwick Youth Club. The activities were funded by Positive 
Activities for Young People (PAYP) and supported by Stockton Youth Service and 
HYPE. 
 
Monday of half term saw a group of young people travelling to Newton Aycliffe to 
have a go on the climbing wall there. Some of the group had never climbed before 
but everyone put a lot of effort into the climbing and most came home with aching 
arms showing how hard they’d tried!! Monday night was a Halloween disco which 
was great fun and really enjoyed by everyone.  
 
Tuesday was a game of Laser tag near Kirklevington which was great fun. The 
group were outside and had to play different games where they had to protect their 
ship, or fort, or lookout post while the others tried to attack and steal the flag.  It 
was a great way for the two teams to bond and there was definitely some team 
spirit!! 
 
Wednesday was a day of Mountain Biking – which by all accounts was hard work 
but great fun.  There were lots of muddy bodies but it had been a good laugh and 
everyone’s muscles had certainly been worked!! 
 
And Thursday saw a trip to Saltburn to have a go at surfing. We had a lesson and 
the first part was spent on the beach practicing how to lie on the board and catch 
the wave and then stand up – it seemed easy on the beach but was very different 
in the water!!! It was really difficult to stand up on the board and when anyone 
managed to do it everyone was really excited. It was great fun but really hard work 
and everyone was tired afterwards!!! 
 
The week was really good fun and thanks to the support from HYPE, Stockton 
Youth Services and PAYP the young people had chance to get involved in some 
really good fun stuff. 
 

Ragworth Holiday Activities  
 
Activities were funded during half term at Ragworth Neighbourhood Centre. 
Through PAYP funding the Centre was able to run Cyber Chaos sessions for a lot 
of young people who live in Ragworth and use the Centre. Cyber Chaos run 
networked gaming sessions to offer diversionary activities to bring together young 
people in a safe environment and the young people who took part had great fun.  
 
Some of the comments from the young people were ‘I enjoyed it, had fun and it 
kept us off the streets and entertained’ and ‘I enjoyed Cyber Chaos, good levels 
of play, bring it back’. The young people enjoyed it so much that the Centre 
managed to fund some extra session to run during youth club times which was 
really appreciated by the members. 
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Volunteers get Support from the Mayor  
 
A group of young volunteers who are part of Stockton’s V-Talent volunteering 
programme are hoping to go to Uganda next year to help with a youth project over 
there. The group are on a year-long volunteering programme getting experience 
in different aspects of youth services and undertaking a number of different 
training courses along the way. 
 
Part of the course has seen them get involved in some partnership working with a 
group of young volunteers from the East End of London and the London based 
project, ‘One World Foundation’, which supports work over in Uganda. The group 
have offered to continue this partnership work and are now planning to go to 
Uganda next year. 
 
Of course they will need a significant amount of funding to do this and the group 
have been involved in a number of different fundraising events. When His 
Worshipful The Lord Mayor Councillor Paul Kirton heard that the group were 
planning this trip he was really keen to support them and came along to meet the 
group and see what work they had been doing. Two of the workers from the 
London based project were also there and it was great to get everyone together 
to promote the work that is being done.  
 
The group were really thankful 
when they were presented with 
a cheque from the Mayor to 
help support the Uganda trip. 
He has a keen interest in 
supporting work with people 
less fortunate than ourselves 
and it was great to see that he 
was so supportive of the 
project. 
 
 

Playing out in the Water  
 
Thanks to ‘Play Out’ funding, young people had the chance to do some water 
activities during half term. A water activities day was organised at Castlegate 
Quay and young people from Stockton had a go at a variety of different water 
sports.  
 
In the morning they took part in kayaking, learning different kayaking skills, such 
as going forward and backward, turning corners, stopping, and how to get in and 
out of the boat safely. In the afternoon they all had a go at bell boating and did 
some team building exercises. One involved leaning right over the side of the boat 
with the team supporting the person about to get very wet!! 
 
Everyone enjoyed themselves and more Playing Out activities are being 
organised. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Trip to the Big City!  
 
A group of 8 young people from Robert Atkinson and Ingleby Barwick Youth 
Clubs embarked on a trip to London in October half term week.  
 
The young people received funding from Youth Bank and PAYP and this enabled 
the young people to visit Madame Tussauds, go for a Chinese meal, do the tour 
of Wembley and see the sights on the tour bus. A lot of the young people had 
never been to London before so this was a great experience for them 
.  
Whilst the young people were in London, they completed the REAL Award 
accreditation and learned a lot of news skills such as how to read maps and use 
the underground transport system. 
 
There were lots of highlights during the trip and one of the 
young people said “ It was great seeing where the England 
team play their matches and getting to see in the changing 
rooms was an added bonus!!!” and another said “ Madame 
Tussauds was really fun and we got to have our photos took 
with lots of famous people. A lot of them looked real! “.  
 
The Tour Bus allowed the group to see some of London but 
due to high volumes of traffic they didn’t get to see all the 
sights they wanted to see, so the young people and staff were 
a bit disappointed but it didn’t put too much of a dampener on 
the trip.  
 
Overall it was a very good two days away, enjoyed by both young people and 
staff. All of the young people want to visit London again and possibly see a show. 
The Young People from Robert Atkinson and Ingleby Barwick Youth Club want to 
say a big THANK YOU to Stockton Youth Bank and PAYP for enabling the trip to 
go ahead. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young People Organise Youth Club Activities  
 
10 young people from Egglescliffe youth club went bowling on a Sunday during 
November as part of their youth club programme.  
 
Egglescliffe youth club normally meets on Tuesdays and Wednesdays but the 
young people had decided that they’d like to do an extra trip on a weekend. So 
they organised the trip, booking the lanes at Teesside Park and arranging 
transport and funding. They managed to get funding through the youth club and it 
was great for everyone to see how their entrance fee is used to benefit the 
members. 
  
Everyone had great fun and the members who helped organise the trip learned a 
lot through the process 
 

My Place Generates Celebration Event  
 
During 2009 a number of young people have been involved in helping to get ideas 
together for My Place, a new youth designed building in Stockton. The centre will 
be an innovative building full of different facilities for young people including 
music, performance, training, education, cooking, advice and leisure facilities.  
 
The YMCA are supporting the involvement of young people in the process of the 
design and build of the centres across Britain and have a team of young people 
who travel around to meet groups and see how young people have been 
involved. This group of young people were responsible for organising celebration 
events across the country and the Northern MyPlace festival took place on 
Saturday 14th November. 
 
5 young people from Stockton and two youth workers attended the event at the 
YMCA’s Lakeside Centre, and took part in different workshops and activities. 
They took part in a workshop which looked at empowering young people to get 
involved with the MyPlace building and also a workshop which looked at 
promoting the building. They also took part in team building activities including 
high ropes course, basketball and climbing.  
 
For further information about the MyPlace building please contact Claire Walsh on 
526389 or Claire.walsh@stockton.gov.uk  

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Club News is edited by Karen Merrick. If you have any queries about the 
newsletter or if any of our youth clubs and projects within the ISA’s and IYSS 
teams would like to add an article to the next edition, please contact me on 

528129 or by email at karen.merrick@stockton.gov.uk  
 


