 ADMISSIONS POLICY

FOR SEPTEMBER 2012

St. Thérèse of Lisieux RC Primary School

DIOCESE OF MIDDLESBROUGH

.

St Thérèse of Lisieux RC Primary School was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for children of Catholic families.  The school is conducted by its governing body as part of the Catholic Church in accordance with its trust deed and instrument of government and seeks at all times to be a witness to Jesus Christ.

When applying for places at St. Therese of Lisieux RC Primary School parents will be asked to demonstrate commitment to Catholic Education.  This will include requests for baptismal certificates, references and information about any previous attendance at a Catholic Primary School.  Children who have a statement of Special Education Needs which names our school will be admitted to the school.
Whenever there are more applications than places available, priority will always be given to Catholic applicants in accordance with the over subscription criteria listed below.  All applicants are required to declare their positive support for the aims and ethos of the school.

Where there are more applications for places than the number of places available, places will be offered according to the following order of priority.

1. Looked after children from Catholic families from the admission zone residing and registered within the parish of St. Therese who attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest and who with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philososphy and a commmitment to Catholic education. 

2. Baptised siblings* residing and registered within the parish of St. Therese who continue to attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest and who with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philosophy and show a continued commitment to Catholic education, providing there is a place available.  
3. Baptised Roman Catholics residing and registered within the parish of St. Therese who attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest and who with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philososphy and a commmitment to Catholic education. 
4. Baptised Catholics from neighbouring parishes without Catholic primary education which are within the admission zone, (i.e. Yarm, Osmotherley and Stokesley parishes) who attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest and who with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philososphy and a commmitment to Catholic education. 
5. Baptised Catholics from other parishes who attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest, giving priority to those with links to the school and who with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philososphy and a commmitment to Catholic education.
6. Catechumens* who reside in the admissions zone and who attend Mass on a regular weekly basis with a supporting reference from the Parish Priest.

7. Children who are baptised Catholics.

8. Looked after children from non Catholic families.
9. Siblings* of pupils from neighbouring parishes who are already in school at the time of admission with their parents/guardians, share the school’s philososphy and a commmitment to Catholic education.
10. Christians of other denominations whose parents/guardians are in sympathy with the aims and ethos of the school and whose applications are supported by a minister of religion

11. Children of other faiths whose parents/guardians are in sympathy with the aims and ethos of the school and whose applications are supported by a minister of religion.

12. Children and parents/guardians who clearly have a religious influence in their lives and who the governors believe would be sympathetic to the beliefs and ethos of the school.

Notification

For places in reception, parents will be informed by letter on the nationally designated date in March/April by the Local Authority, second class post.  If you apply on line you will be informed by email on the above date.  

For parents who apply for places in the school in-year need to do that through the Local Authority. The parents of those children whom the Admissions Committee have agreed to admit as pupils to the school, will be informed in writing by the Local Authority and parents shall be required to confirm acceptance or refusal as soon as possible but within 10 days of the letter.   If acceptance is not received within 10 days, the application for a place at the school will be deemed to have been withdrawn and the place may be allocated to another child.  The Local Authority will be informed of this.

The parents of those children whose application for a place in school is unsuccessful, will be informed in writing by the Local Authority which will give reasons for the Admissions Committee not offering a place and will explain in the letter parents right to appeal and how that can be done. 

The school’s net capacity is 30.

The above policy applies also to nursery.

Please refer to our admissions procedure for further details.

Tie Break
When the offer of places to all the applicants in any of the criteria listed above still leads to over-subscription and when all pupils fulfill the same criteria, level of faith commitment will be given consideration. 

Firstly, faith commitment will be assessed from evidence supplied by the parent of regular weekly attendance at mass.

Secondly, if there is a tie break with faith commitment, distance from the school will be used with pupils who live closest to the school measured as the crow flies. 

Waiting Lists

The school keeps a record of all pupils awaiting places and allocation of places will be based on the above criteria and not on the order in which applications are received or added to the list.  

Late Applications

Where a late application is made, this will be dealt with after all the applications that have been received on time unless the school has not reached it’s published admission number.   More details about late applications can be found in the Local Authority’s Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme.

Notes 

*‘Looked after child’ has the same meaning as in section 22 of the Children Act 1989, and means any child in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by them (e.g. foster parents)

*Siblings is defined as:

(i) brother or sister, step-brother or step-sister or those children of parents from reconstituted families who are living at the same address and in all cases the responsible parent will hold the child benefit for those children permanently living at that address.

(ii) Brothers or sisters living in separate households due to parent’s separation or those parents who are separated and have shared responsibility with the residence of the child/ren will be considered by the Admissions Committee on an individual basis.

(iii) Twins, triplets etc (i) or (ii) would apply.

*Catechumen means a member of the catechumenate of the Catholic Church.  This will normally be evidenced by a letter of support from the Parish Priest.

St. Thérèse of Lisieux RC Primary School Admissions Procedure

Applications for school and nursery places

Parents are sent the admissions policy and the admissions procedure along with a SIMS form when applying for a place in the school.  Parents should note the need to register with the parish priest before applying for a place.

All applications must be considered by the Admissions Committee who will strictly apply criteria listed in the admissions policy.

Admissions Meetings

Admissions meetings take place during each term. 

The admissions meetings are clerked by the LA.  Following the meeting, letters are sent out confirming offers of school places or refusals.  When refusing a place parents are informed of their right to appeal within ten days.  Parents are informed that, should they wish to appeal, appeals information is available from the school secretary. 

The admissions policy is reviewed annually before the full governing body meeting (autumn term) and any amendments are proposed for approval by the Governing Body.

Offers for Nursery Places

Governors offer nursery places on a five-session basis.  Either morning or afternoon sessions will be offered according to the current numbers and age/gender balance.  Parents are required to confirm acceptance of the place within ten days of the date of the letter.

Offers for places in Reception class

As governors cannot guarantee a reception place following nursery, children will be considered for Reception places according to the criteria listed in the admissions policy.   Parents are invited to apply for reception places at the designated time of the year preceding Reception Class in line with Stockton LA’s coordinated arrangements.  Offers of places are then given in writing by Stockton LA on the designated date in the spring term.  

Appeals

If there is no reception place available for a child, parents are informed of the appeals procedure.

It is pointed out that to win an appeal; parents need to prove that the governors have failed to apply the admissions criteria fairly.

Other Admission Arrangements

The admission limit or ‘net capacity’ for the school is thirty and, due to the minimal size of the classrooms, class groups should not exceed this number.

Checklist for Admissions Procedure

· SIMS form

· Request for parish registration

· Request for baptismal certificate or confirmation of baptism at St Thérèse of Lisieux Parish.

· Request for name of Parish Priest to be contacted for reference

· Admissions Policy

· Admissions Procedure

· Note of reminder: no applications will be processed without receiving all information required.  Following up on information required can be a time consuming task and can lead to disappointment regarding the allocation of school places.
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