








@ \What to do first

The letter sent to you refusing your preferred school will have information about the procedures for appeal.
The letter will give a date you must respond by.

You must consider how strong a case you have before considering whether to appeal, for example, does your
child meet the admissions criteria?

If you do decide to appeal, then you must do so in writing, stating the reasons why you want to appeal.
We will give you a detailed booklet about the procedure, along with a form for you to fill in and return.

Democratic Services will then have to organise an independent appeal panel to hear your case.

® The Appeal Hearing

The independent panel usually consists of three people
who will hear your case.

The panel first considers why your request has been
rejected by the admissions authority.

You and the panel will be allowed to ask the admissions
authority any questions.

The panel will then hear your case and the grounds on
which you are appealing.

This is your chance to explain to the panel why this school is best for your child, and mention any special
reasons which help to justify this.

The admissions authority will also be able to ask you questions at this stage.
Then, the parents and the admissions authority leave and the panel makes a decision.

The panel has to decide whether admitting your child to your preferred school outweighs the negative effects
of having one more child in the class.

If the panel upholds your appeal, the admissions authority has to send your child to your preferred school.
If not, the admissions authority has to find a place in another school, which you can discuss with them.

If you feel that the hearing has been unfairly conducted, you can complain to the Local Government
Ombudsman, who will examine all the circumstances. You can get a leaflet from us about how to do this. If
you want any further information please contact the School Admissions Section. Our phone number is 07642
526605 or you can email schooladmissions@stockton.gov.uk.

Handy hints for parents

Get yourself organised. Don't leave it until the last minute.

Consider how your child will get to school safely, if you have opted for a school some
distance away from your home.

Don’t waste your preference by applying for a popular school if your child does not fit the
admissions criteria.

Discuss any areas of concern with the preferred school or with us.

Make sure you meet the deadlines for application or appeal. Crystal

You can appeal for any school you have been refused a place gﬂ;—g;

at (both community and voluntary-aided (church) schools). e b; ‘
Try and keep a copy of all correspondence. Plain English Campaign
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