
Members of staff at
Bewley Infant School

Bewley Junior School
	My Ref:
	

	Your Ref:
	

	Please ask for:
	John Hegarty

	Tel:
	526477

	Email:
	john.hegarty@stockton.gov.uk


19 June 2009

Dear Colleague
BEWLEY INFANT SCHOOL AND BEWLEY JUNIOR SCHOOL

The Council is considering bringing these separate infant and junior schools together to create a primary school on a single site.  We are able to consider this now because the government has approved the first stages of the Council’s Primary Capital Programme.  This is a multi-million pound programme for improving the buildings at around half of our primary schools.  There is a quick link to our Primary Capital Programme Strategy for Change on the home page of the Council website.  If you don’t have internet access you can ask for a paper copy by phoning 01642 527040.  I believe that bringing these two good schools together as a primary school on a single site would mean even better learning opportunities for children, greater career opportunities for staff, and more convenience for parents with children at both schools.  It would be a largely new building attached to the best parts of either the present infant or junior school buildings.  I estimate that this would cost at least £3 million.  The new building could be ready for September 2011.
The Council cannot make a change of this kind without first consulting parents, staff and governors.  With this letter you should receive a copy of a consultation paper setting out the benefits of amalgamation for children and staff, and also some disadvantages.  These include an impact on some jobs at the schools, and the possibility of some disruption while building work is going on.
There will be a joint meeting for all categories of staff at both schools at 4pm on Tuesday 30 June in Bewley Infant School.  Your professional representatives have been invited to attend, and my officers will be there to explain the proposal and answer your questions.  I appreciate that a proposal like this will have a direct impact on some jobs.  The meeting will provide an opportunity to look at what we can do over the next two years to minimise that impact and allay your concerns.  If you cannot attend, please get in touch using the contact details at the top of this letter.  
Yours faithfully
Jane Humphreys
Corporate Director

Children, Education and Social Care
