Standards Committee Members

Attendance at Town/Parish Council Meetings

Guidance 

1.
Introduction


Explain who you are and your role on the Standards Committee ie whether Borough Councillor, if so political party and ward represented; parish council representative, if so the name of your council; or independent member. 

2.
Standards Committee


Established in 1999. 


Comprises 5 Borough Councillors; 3 Independent Members and 2 Parish Council representatives. 


Six statutory functions - the Committee must:-

· give/ensure advice is given on adopting a local code of conduct

· monitor effectiveness of code

· train members (including parish members) on the code, or arrange for such training

· promote and maintain high standards of conduct 

· help members (including parish members) to follow the code

· receive, assess, refer, review and determine complaints about member conduct


The Committee can grant dispensations so that members can stay and vote at meetings they would not normally be able to stay in and vote at due to having prejudicial interests.  


Complaints about member misconduct are no longer referred initially to the Standards Board.  


The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 are now in force and with effect from 8 May 2008, complaints about member misconduct must be directed to the Borough Council and it will be the Standards Committee at Stockton which will decide whether or not action should be taken about the complaint and what that action should be. 


The Standards Committee has established an Assessment Sub-Committee which will consider complaints received and may:-

· refer the matter to the Council’s Monitoring Officer for investigation, or other action; or 

· refer the allegations to the Standards Board; or 

· take no action regarding the matter. 


If no action is proposed, a complainant may ask for a review of the decision and a separate Review Sub-Committee, comprised of different Members of the Standards Committee, will then consider the matter afresh.  

3.
Purpose of Visit

· To introduce yourselves. 

· To enable parish council/members to become more familiar with the Standards Committee and its work. 

· To discuss any specific issues or concerns you may have about the new code of conduct for local authority members, the new Local Government Act regime for dealing with complaints about such conduct, or generally about conduct and probity. 

· To observe your meeting within the context of the new code and to feedback any views we might have on what we observe.

4.
Questions


We are interested in your members’ experiences of applying the new code.  Have there been any uncertainties or difficulties?  Do the parish councillors have any other comments, queries or issues they would wish to raise eg about the new Local Government Act complaints handling arrangements?


Is there any other advice or guidance which would assist you to apply the new code or to be able to understand the arrangements for dealing locally with allegations of misconduct?

5.
Advice/Guidance


Please emphasise that Stockton’s Monitoring Officer/Director of Law and Democracy will be able to assist in providing any advice or guidance required on the code and new complaints handling arrangements etc.  
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