AGENDA ITEM 

REPORT TO STANDARDS COMMITTEE

10 APRIL 2008

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF LAW AND DEMOCRACY 

CODE OF CONDUCT - CURRENT ISSUES

SUMMARY

This report provides details of current issues concerning the Code of Conduct as presented to a recent LGG/SLG/ACSeS Monitoring Officer Conference.   

RECOMMENDATION

That the current issues concerning the Code of Conduct be noted.  

DETAIL

1.
Certain areas of difficulty and uncertainty regarding the provisions of the Code of Conduct were highlighted at a recent Monitoring Officer Conference.  

2.
Details of the issues raised are attached to the report and will be explained at the meeting for the Committee’s consideration. 

FINANCIAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

Financial

3.
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  Officer costs arising from considering, reporting, consulting on and providing training in connection with the new code are being met from existing budgets principally, although any bought-in training and development, whether for Stockton’s Members and Officers or for Parish Councils necessitates additional funding from other budgets. 

Legal

4.
The new Code has introduced revised conduct arrangements for Members and a new ethical and legal framework for the handling of misconduct allegations.   

RISK ASSESSMENT

5.
The handling of misconduct allegations is classed as a medium risk, which is being addressed as part of normal operating procedures and, in particular, will continue to be addressed by the provision of appropriate and timely training and advice in relation to the new model code.  

COMMUNITY STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS

6.
Codes of Conduct at a national and local level are central to the ethical framework and the Local Government Act 2000 and the Local Government Bill. 

CONSULTATION

7.
Details of the new Code of Conduct have previously been drawn to the attention of Members, Officers and Town/Parish Clerks.  A copy of the Standards Committee’s reports are also accessible to Members, Officers and Town/Parish Clerks.  

D E Bond

Director, Law and Democracy 

Telephone No:

01642 527061

Email Address:

david.bond@stockton.gov.uk 

Background Papers:
Attachment.

Ward(s) and Ward Councillors:
Not Ward Specific

Property Implications:
None
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