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SUMMARY

The report provides details from the local filter pilots which were presented to the recent Annual Assembly of Standards Committees in Birmingham.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Committee considers the local filter pilot details and, in particular, the case examples provided by South Cambridgeshire District Council and the report from Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.

DETAIL

1.
At the recent Annual Assembly of Standards Committees, a representative from South Cambridgeshire District Council presented details of their local filter pilot, which was carried out  under the provisions in the then Local Government Bill.

2.
Attached to the report are copies of a flow chart used in the pilot, together with case examples explaining how South Cambridgeshire applied the process in practice.

3.
Also attached is a report from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight local filter pilot, which involved a joint committee arrangement.  

4.
The Committee is asked to consider these details as part of its development and preparations in readiness for the new arrangements, which are expected to come into force in April, 2008.

5.
The Bill has now become law, and regulations and guidance will, in due course, be consulted on and introduced to assist Councils to take on the new local filter process.

6.
These reports and the information they provide build on the training provided on 25 October, which was facilitated by Peter Keith Lucas and contained an afternoon session of practical consideration of the local filter process.

7.
Further role specific training will be required once the Council has established the panels which will be necessary to consider complaints at first instance;  to conduct reviews and to investigate/determine allegations.

FINANCIAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

Financial

8.
There are no financial implications arising directly from this report.  Resources issues will however arise from the Local Government Act proposals and as a result of the approach to be adopted in relation to local investigations and adjudications (eg the need for different persons to fulfil different principal roles in the process) and the requirements of particular cases (eg due to natural justice or conflicts of interest of key participants), and also bearing in mind the costs associated with referrals and the likely increase in the number of such referrals when the proposed changes to the Standards Board’s and Standards Committees’ roles become operational.  There will also clearly be continuing costs involved in providing the necessary training for the Standards Committee in terms of conducting hearings into misconduct complaints and the Committee’s new role under the Act’s proposals as well as costs arising from required training and development for Officers eg in relation to the role of Investigator.  The time involved in dealing with local investigations and determinations will continue to be recorded so that a clearer picture of the costs involved can be obtained.  

Legal

9.
There will be implications from the new Local Government Act proposals for the Council’s procedures for local investigations and local determinations. 

RISK ASSESSMENT

10.
The issues referred to in this report are low risk category are being addressed as part of normal operating procedures. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS

11.
Arrangements for dealing with alleged breaches of Local Codes of Conduct at a national and local level are central to the ethical framework and the Local Government Act 2000 provisions. 

CONSULTATION INCLUDING WARD COUNCILLORS

12.
The Committee has previously considered reports on the related regulations, guidance and advice, together with the arrangements for local investigation and determination of misconduct and have continued to be kept informed of developments in that respect, including the White Paper and Local Government Bill/Act proposals.    
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Background Papers:
The documents attached to the report.

Ward(s) and Ward Councillors:
Not Ward Specific

Property Implications:
None
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