AGENDA ITEM 

REPORT TO STANDARDS COMMITTEE

10 APRIL 2008

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF LAW AND DEMOCRACY 

POLITICALLY RESTRICTED POSTS - GRANT AND SUPERVISION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUMMARY

This report provides details of the Standards Committee’s new responsibilities under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (“the 2007 Act”) regarding politically restricted posts.   

RECOMMENDATION

That the report be considered 

DETAIL

1.
The Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (“the 1989 Act”) provides that a person is disqualified from becoming a member of a local authority if he or she holds a politically restricted post. 

2.
The 2007 Act amends the 1989 Act so that the granting and supervision of exemptions from the political restriction will be the responsibility of Standards Committees, rather than that of the Independent Adjudicator.  

3.
Details of the relevant 1989 and 2007 Act provisions are attached to the report.  The 2007 Act provisions came into force on 1 April 2008. 

4.
The 2007 Act provisions enable the Secretary of State to issue general advice with regard to the making of decisions on political restrictions.  Before giving such general advice the Secretary of State must consult those local government representatives he considers appropriate. 

5.
No such consultation has taken place to date.  

FINANCIAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

6.
There are no financial or legal implications arising directly from this report.  The Standards Committee’s procedures for fulfilling its new responsibilities will need to comply with the Secretary of State’s guidance. 

RISK ASSESSMENT

7. 
The risks involved are classed as low to medium and will be managed through the establishment of appropriate procedures and training and development. 

COMMUNITY STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS

8.
The matters referred to are fundamental to the Authority’s organisational and operational development. 

CONSULTATION

9.
The new provisions have previously been reported to the Standards Committee and to Council Members.  This report will be made available to all members and relevant Council Officers.  

D E Bond

Director, Law and Democracy 

Telephone No:

01642 527061

Email Address:

david.bond@stockton.gov.uk 

Background Papers:
The Appendices to the report.

Ward(s) and Ward Councillors:
Not Ward Specific

Property Implications:
None
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