Background Information – Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places

Relevant Legislation

Representation of the People Act 1983 and The Review of Polling District and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006.

Reason for the Review
Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, the Council has a duty to divide its area into polling districts and to designate a polling place for each polling district.  The Council must keep these arrangements under review.  
The Council’s last full review was completed in December 2007.  Further reviews must take place every 4 years, therefore in order to comply with the regulations the next review must be completed by the end of December 2011.  However, following the problems experienced in some parts of the United Kingdom at the Parliamentary elections in May 2010, the Electoral Commission have recommended that reviews are completed before the next scheduled elections in May 2011.
The arrangements made for parliamentary elections are also used at other elections.
What is a polling district?

Each constituency must be divided into a number of smaller geographical areas called polling districts.  
In designating polling districts the local authority must ensure that electors are given such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances and that each parish or parish ward is a separate polling district.
What is a polling place?

A polling place is the geographical area in a polling district in which a polling station is located.  

What is a polling station?

A polling station is the room or building where the poll takes place.  A polling station must be located within the polling place designated for the particular polling district.  

The designation of a polling station is the responsibility of the Returning Officer for the election and not the local authority.
How the review is conducted
The Council will publish a notice announcing that a review is taking place.  
The Acting Returning Officer for each parliamentary constituency within the area will be consulted and asked to make representations on the existing polling stations.  Their comments will be published within 30 days of receipt.
Representations will be invited from Councillors, local political parties, parish councils, electors and those persons with particular expertise in relation to access to premises for persons with disabilities.

A report will be submitted to Cabinet on 16 December 2010 and Council on 19 January 2011. 
What is not covered by the review
The boundaries of UK parliamentary constituencies, the boundaries and names of Stockton on Tees Borough Council wards or parish or parish ward boundaries are not covered by the review.

The role of the Electoral Commission
The commission do not have a role in the review process itself.  However, the commission can consider comments if people do not believe that the review has met the reasonable requirements of electors or taken sufficient account of the needs of disabled electors.
Appeals can be made to the commission by:-

· A Parish Council or Parish Meeting

· 30 or more registered electors

· Anyone who has made comments during the review

· A person who has expertise in access to premises or facilities for disabled persons.  This person does not have to be registered as an elector in the area.

As a result of an appeal the commission may direct the local authority to alter polling places arising from the review.   If the council do not make these amendments within two months the commission has the power to make the changes itself.

