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                                                    Youth Services and Youth Provision Review

Information Briefing  February 2009

A review of youth services and youth provision in Stockton-on-Tees is to take place over the next 6 months. This is supported by the Children’s Trust Board and the Children’s Trust Management Team. The outcomes of the review will be reported to the Local Authority’s Cabinet in July 2009.

The decision was taken to conduct a review as a result of the significant changes taking place with regard to youth services and youth provision. These changes have been in response to national guidance and legislation including the Youth Matters Green Paper, Youth Matters Next Steps, Aiming High, guidance on targeted youth support and to local developments through the move to integrated services and integrated service areas.

The review will look at services and provision for the 13-19 year old age group, and will also include targeted services and provision for 11-13 and 19-25 year olds.  The review will make recommendations for the future development of youth services and youth provision (places to go, things to do) based on Government legislation and priorities identified in Stockton’s Children and Young People’s Plan. Constraints such as finance, buildings and staffing will be considered and taken into account when reviewing the service.

Youth Services can be described as a range of provision developed through a partnership of Local Authorities, voluntary and community organisations, independent and private sector providers, whose activities are primarily for the personal and social development of young people.    

Youth provision, for the purposes of this review, is being defined as the range of provision primarily aimed at “places to go, things to do.”  Provision may be linked to raising achievement and standards in education, training or employment or initiatives aimed at promoting inclusion, participation and having fun. 

A major mapping exercise will be undertaken early in the course of the review to ascertain the scope of youth services and youth provision that already exists within Stockton-on-Tees. 

Young people’s views will continue to be identified through the work of the Participation, Involvement and Consultation Network, through the support of the Youth Assembly and will be used to influence the course of the review.

Two major consultation events will be held; one on the 24th February for providers and other organisations interested in youth provision; the second on the 20th April for young people to discuss emerging findings. 

Peter Seller
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