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Minutes of Stockton on Tees Local Management Committee held on

Thursday 21st June 2007 at Stockton Castlegate Quay, Stockton on Tees 

Present


Chair:

Jane Humphreys(JH)
CESC




Mary Cox(MC)

Stockton Borough Council




Angela Darnell(AD)

Egglescliffe School




Terry Frank(TF)

Stockton Connexions

Peter Lowe(PL)
Representative for the Voluntary Sector 




Marc Mason(MM)

Stockton Borough Council




Maureen Rigg(MR)

Western Area Partnership




Lynn Sparrey(LS)

Stockton Borough Council




Dave Willingham(DW)
Stockton Connexions




Simon Willson(SW)

Stockton Borough Council




Caroline Wood(CW)

Stockton Borough Council




Lesley Harrison(LH)

Stockton Connexions








(minutes)

1. Apologies for Absence

Khalid Azam (Service Development Team),Cathy Blacklock (Stockton Riverside College), Nigel Chilton (Head of Alternative Education)  Alex Cunningham (Councillor), Helen Crawford (LSC), Sue Maddison (DAT), Neil Pocklington (CESC), Frank Ramsay (NETA), Miriam Robertson (YOS).

2. Minutes from Last Meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were checked, for future reference on page 1 should read Maureen Rigg at LMC representing Western Area Partnership.

3. Matters Arising

LMC Development Fund – The Corner House presented a report to the PIC Network on the merits of different award systems.

4. Renaming of LMC

JH advised that at the last Children’s Trust Management Team Meeting they had put forward the proposal of renaming the LMC to the Positive Contribution and Economic Well Being Steering Group. No other suggestions had been made by the group. The group agreed on the new name.

5. ESF NOW 

DW provided an update on the progress made on the NOW Project. The project would provide intensive support for Young People to progress in to employment and also support them during their first three months. The Five Lamps, Corner House and Newtown Community Resource Centre have been commissioned to deliver the project. Interviews for Personal Advisers would be taking place later in the week. 

6. ECM Outcomes

 Teenage Pregnancy

JH provided an update on 2005 data, which showed that Stockton had moved from being classed as Red to Amber/Red. Although targets had not been achieved this was now being addressed.

Youth Offending Service

JH advised that Miriam Robertson had been appointed to the post of Youth Offending Service Manager. JH also mentioned that the Youth Offending Service had been awarded a Level 5 grade, which was the highest level.  JH advised that two consultants had been commissioned to provide support for the Youth Offending Service Inspection.  

CW asked what happened to Local Authorities who did not pass the inspection.

JH advised that they would be asked to produce an Action Plan and Improvement Plan.

LPSA2

TF provided a progress report on the LPSA2 Project. Currently on target to achieve the 70% target in to EET which had been set for November 2007. TF also advised that City Centre Training a local provider had gone in to liquidation. TF also mentioned that some Training Providers were also asking Young People to find their own placement or to call in to a Connexions Office for them to help find a placement. These concerns were being monitored and would be fedback to the Learning & Skills Council.

                                                                                                            ACTION TF

7. Joint Area Review / Annual Performance Assessment / Children & Young People’s Plan   

SW provided an update on the Joint Area Review. Briefing events were being held for staff. Key priorities are quality and accuracy of all files and data. The Joint Area Review will focus on outcomes for those who are more vulnerable and need support from children’s services. Judgements will be made against the following:

· Outcomes for Looked after children

· Outcomes for those with a learning difficulty or disability

· Arrangements for safeguarding those who are vulnerable

· How efficiently and effectively we manage our services

· Our capacity for improving further.

 A review of the Children and Young People’s Plan had been submitted to OFSTED in June ‘07. SW thanked the group for the contributions they had made against the 5 ECM outcomes. SW advised that the Youth Offending Service Inspection would be taking place in October ’07.  

8. Children’s Trust Update

JH provided an update on the Children’s Trust. A draft report was available on Complex Needs Services, which Julia Morrison is taking the lead on. JH advised that money was available through the Play Strategy which is being led by the Service Development Team. JH advised that the Primary Care Trust have money to invest in health improvements, one suggestion had been to offer free access to swimming for young children during the school holidays. Minutes of the meetings are available to view on Stockton Borough Councils website.

9. Integrated Services / ISAs 

JH advised that she would be the lead for Primary Care Trust and Julia Morrison would be the lead for Complex Needs. All Managers whose posts were at risk had been notified and interviews for 3rd Tier positions should take place in July. 

10. Homelessness

LS provided an update on progress made with regards to homelessness. They are working closely with Housing Options. Currently developing an Action Plan which included quick wins and longer term objectives. Also developing a Strategy Document, which once in draft form, will be sent out to Partner Agencies and groups for consultation. As a result of the progress made the council has been awarded the Regional Centre of Excellence in homelessness. 

                                                                                                   ACTION KA

11. Connexions Update

TF reported:

· Transition Support Fund should cover all potential liabilities.

· MI return to DfES was late due to IT technical problems. 

· Stockton Connexions are working in partnership with Middlesbrough Connexions on the September Guarantee. 

· PAs are in the process of negotiating Partnership Agreements with schools, colleges, Training Providers and partner agencies. 

·  The Youth Café launch, which had taken place earlier today, had gone very well. 

· Twister Arts had been commissioned to offer YR10 pupils the opportunity to receive an inspirational and motivational assembly and those YR11 pupils who had not entered EET would also be offered extra support through a planned event. Twister Arts are also planning an event called ‘Vocation Vocation Vocation’ for those aged 17years old who attend a local college and may be transition vulnerable. 

· TF went through the National NEET Strategy and Action Plan paper highlighting areas, and Stockton NEET Strategy will now be developed picking up the national themes.

                                                                                                              ACTION TF

12. Vulnerable Young People Sub Group 

Item deferred until the next meeting.

13. 14 -19 Update

MC provided a progress update on the 14 – 19 partnership. The membership of the group had been reviewed to include a wider representation. The partnership had agreed to plan towards a Gateway application for the first 5 diplomas which are:

· Engineering

· Construction

· Creative & Media

· Society

· Health & Development

· IT

An audit of current provision is taking place with schools and colleges to identify which parts of the 5 diplomas they would be able to deliver. Partnership Plan is in its final stages and should be ratified on 5th July. The electronic prospectus will be launched on 28th June. The co-ordination of the Aimhigher project is being handed over to Bede College from the beginning of the new academic year. The Local Authority has agreed to fund transport co-ordination for off site learning for the next year. 

14. Learning & Skills Council

Item deferred until the next meeting.

15. Involving Young People

A paper had been circulated regarding an event with some school council members. A group of 11 students met to give their views and raise concerns they had.  TF advised paper had been circulated to LSCB Preventions Group. MM advised that that 3 young people from Looked After Children had been part of the group. A discussion took place on activities available for young people.

16. A.o.B

MM gave a presentation on Targeted Youth Support.

17. Date & Time of next Meetings

Thursday 20th September at 3pm venue Stockton Riverside College, Building 2, Maureen Taylor Conference Suite, Stockton.

Thursday 13th December at 3pm venue Stockton Riverside College, Building 2, Maureen Taylor Conference Suite, Stockton.
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