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This guidance is to help the practitioner make the decision on how to take the initial concerns forward into a formal assessment, and to enable the correct agency to provide the correct services.  It’s not always clear when it is appropriate to proceed to a CAF 2 assessment and you may not be sure what the issue is and need to share your concerns.  That is why it is important to complete a CAF 1 at the very beginning of the process.  It is a tool for all practitioners to help them make a decision whether or not to proceed to a CAF 2. 
The information provided is in line with the government Green Paper, “Every Child Matters”, and part of a strategy for helping babies, children and young people, and their families, to achieve the five priority outcomes.  The CAF 1 asks the practitioner to consider the ECM outcomes and answer the questions below:
· Being healthy:   This means babies, children and young people are physically healthy, mentally and emotionally healthy, sexually healthy, living healthy lifestyles, and choosing not to take illegal drugs. We also want parents, carers and families to promote healthy choices.

· Staying safe:  being protected from harm and neglect. This means babies, children and young people are safe from maltreatment, neglect, violence and sexual exploitation, safe from injury and death, safe from bullying and discrimination, safe from crime and anti-social behaviour in and out of school, and have security, stability and are well cared for. We also want to help parents, carers and families to provide safe homes and stability, to support learning and to develop independent living skills for their children.

· Enjoying and achieving:  getting the most out of life and developing the skills for adulthood. This means young children are ready for school, school age children attend and enjoy school, children achieve stretching national educational standards at primary school, children and young people achieve personal and social development and enjoy recreation, and children and young people achieve stretching national educational standards at secondary school. We also want to help parents, carers and families to support learning.

· Making a positive contribution:  being included within the community and society and not engaging in anti-social or offending behaviour.  This means children and young people engage in decision making and support the community and environment, engage in law-abiding and positive behaviour in and out of schools, develop positive relationships and choose not to bully or discriminate, develop self confidence and successfully deal with significant life changes and challenges and develop enterprising behaviour. We also want to help parents, carers and families to promote positive behaviour.

· Economic well-being:  not being prevented by economic disadvantages from achieving their full potential in life. This means young people engage in further education, employment or training on leaving school, young people are ready for employment, children and young people live in decent homes and sustainable communities, children and young people have access to transport and material goods, children and young people live in households free from low income. We also want to help parents, carers and families to be economically active.
This is intended to be a guide and should not be seen as definitive
If at any time during this assessment you feel that a baby, child or young person is a ‘child in need’, which includes being at risk of significant harm, you must follow Stockton-on-Tees Local Safeguarding Children Board (SLSCB) procedures or consult the booklet ‘What to do if you are worried a child is being abused’.
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