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On behalf of all at
Stockton Council,
we wish you the
very best seasonal
greetings.
This issue makes no apologies for
looking both back to the past and
forward to an exciting future.

It marks the 25th birthday of ‘Stockton
News’ – and how things have changed
in that time.  In almost 100 issues,
we’ve seen some amazing changes
both in the magazine and in the
Borough as a whole.

Back then, who’d have guessed our
River Tees would be the tremendous
leisure asset it is today?  Or how our
major employers would have changed
almost beyond recognition?  Or how
technology would influence every
aspect of our lives?

Looking forward, we are pleased to
include a summary of the Borough’s
2007-12 Regeneration Strategy in this
issue.  Even a quick glimpse through it
will show just what we can look
forward to in the coming years.

From our first 12 black and white
pages in Issue 1, we now have more
than 40 full colour pages.  We offer an
audio version (for a copy, call 01642
526164) and it’s on our website
www.stockton.gov/stocktonnewsonline
as MP3 and pfd files.  Imagine those
back in 1982!

So here’s to the next 25 years – just
how might things be then?

We wish 
readers a very

merry Christmas
and a happy

New Year.
Don’t forget to keep a watchful winter
eye to make sure our more vulnerable
relatives and neighbours are OK.  And
let’s do all we can to keep that
seasonal waste mountain to a
recyclable minimum.



Stockton has been bursting with
pride at winning the title of Best
City in the Britain in Bloom
competition, organised by the
Royal Horticultural Society.  

The award came hot on the heels of
its success in winning Gold in the Best
City category in the prestigious
Northumbria in Bloom awards this
year.

The competition encourages
communities of all sizes to make
positive and lasting improvements to
their local areas.  It is the largest of its
kind in Europe to involve floral
features, permanent planting,
wildflower meadows, planting for
nature, fruit and vegetable gardening
and much more.

In winning the Best City category, the
judges awarded Stockton a Silver Gilt
award, with rivals Dundee and the
London Borough of Brent both
gaining a Silver award.

This is the first time Stockton has won
the national award, in only our second
time at the national Britain in Bloom
finals.

Judge Roger Burnett said:  “Stockton-
on-Tees is making a determined effort
to achieve a year-on-year
improvement in their local
environment.  The engagement with
sponsors and local interest groups was
commendable and we were
particularly impressed by the
exceptionally high standard of
seasonal bedding in terms of plant
quality, variety and design.”

• It was cheers all round as the
Council’s Parks, Grounds and
Horticultural Services team came
out on top yet again.  This time it
was in the annual Association of
Public Service Excellence awards,
which recognise councils’ good
service and improvements to them.
Stockton won the Parks, Grounds
and Horticulture category against
stiff competition.

The team looks after the Borough’s
parks, cemeteries and green open
spaces, its work ranges from grass
cutting to flower beds, tubs and
shrubs, hanging baskets,
roundabout features and floral
displays.

Best in the land!  That’s
real flower power

Climate change has been described
as one of mankind’s greatest
challenges – and the responsibility
to reduce it lies with all of us.  

Without support from the community,
the country will not be able meet the
2012 target of a 12.5 per cent
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

Stockton Council has created a new
questionnaire so people can find out
how much they really know about this
important issue.  The questionnaire will
help develop an effective community
climate change action plan.

One lucky person will also win four
Tees Day Ranger train tickets (two
adults and two children), allowing
them to see the best of the Tees Valley
without using a car.

To complete the questionnaire visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/climatechange 

Climate change
action plan

Stockton Council is committed to
providing you with as much
information as possible.

Our website, which includes extensive
information about available services,
also includes the E-genda system. 
E-genda allows easy access, 24-hours a
day, to:

• Councillor and committee
information

• Meetings dates
• Agendas/minutes
• Development plans
• Cabinet decisions
• Officer executive divisions
• Ward surgery information

You can also track issues you are
interested in by registering for the
Topic Alert System.  Information on
the chosen subject is emailed to users
as and when it is released, making it
even easier to keep up-to-date on
new developments. 

Visit www.stockton.gov.uk to find out
more about E-genda and the Topic
Alert System.

E-genda –
Keeping you
informed
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Work to regenerate Thornaby
town centre is continuing
following the demolition of Brus
and Meynell Houses.

The rubble from the demolition will
be used to create the new town
centre car park, to which a
roundabout constructed on Allensway
will form the new access. 

Stockton Council is working in
partnership with developers
Thornfield Properties Ltd on the multi
million pound redevelopment scheme,
which will feature new shop and
office units as well as the
refurbishment of the Library and
Pavilion.

Once the car park is completed, the
main works will start with the erection
of the new block of retail
accommodation on Wrightson House
car park to create an open-air mall.

A new block of office and retail
accommodation will also be built on
the former site of Meynell House.

Thornaby
town centre
works progress

Dragon’s Den star Duncan
Bannatyne has pledged his
support for a £600,000 scheme to
create pedestrian and cycle bridge
links across the rivers Leven and
Tees.

If you pick up the phone and vote
from December 7–10 you could help
secure funding from the Big Lottery’s
Living Landmarks: The People’s 50
Million for the bridges to become a
reality.

Connect2 is a national initiative
developed by Sustrans, the sustainable
transport charity, to link communities
currently separated by major barriers
such as rivers, roads and railways.  

The Borough’s own Connect2 scheme
would bring the south of the Borough
closer together.  If successful in the tv
vote, it would link Ingleby Barwick
with Eaglescliffe, Preston Park,
Thornaby and Yarm (see page 43 for
details).  So come on, get voting!

Connect2 competes against three
other projects for a share of the £50
million jackpot.  Each will be subject of
a programme on ITV1 from December
3, with Lorraine Kelly championing
Connect2 on December 4.  

A public vote on ITV1 over the
weekend of 7– 10 December will then
decide the winner.  You can also vote
online at
www.thepeoples50million.org.uk

Darlington-based Duncan Bannatyne
said:  “Potentially a scheme like this
would be great for the area.  Every
vote counts as Stockton competes
through telephone voting for this
funding.  Voting day is almost here so
I would encourage all Stockton
Borough residents to support the
scheme, pick up the phone from
December 7–10 and register their
vote.” 

For details of Connect2, visit
www.sustransconnect2.org.uk

I’m in!  So pick up the phone

A new travel guide is available to
help travellers get from A to B in
Stockton Borough. 

The free, full colour guide has up to
date timetables for local bus and rail
services including important
information when travelling by bus,
train, taxi, or cycle.

The guide is free and available now
from Council buildings and all major
bus travel centres on Stockton High
Street.

Your Council is leading the way to
an energy saving future in a
partnership with the Energy
Saving Trust advice centre for the
North East.

Stockton is only one of four
authorities selected for a pioneering
project to increase awareness of
energy saving.  Council staff are
making a commitment to saving
energy by signing up to the Energy
Saving Trust’s Commit campaign,
promising to reduce their carbon
emissions in their homes.

Your home could be costing you more
than £250 annually on wasted energy.
In a gas heated semi-detached house
with three bedrooms, simple measures
like turning thermostats down by 1ºC

could save bills by ten per cent.  Water
thermostats only need to be set at
60ºC maximum, you should close
curtains at dusk, turn off lights when
you leave a room and don’t leave
appliances on standby.

The Council is encouraging residents
to contact the Energy Saving Trust
Advice Centre – call the freephone
advice line on 0800 512 012 or visit
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/northeast 

You can find details of the latest offers
on energy saving measures, gain
information on the most energy
efficient appliances and heating
systems, how to generate your own
renewable energy and advice on
cleaner vehicles and fuels to cut your
running costs and emissions.

Making a commitment

From A to B
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We’ve gone from black and white to
full colour, and now we’re online too.

We’ve won awards after our last
relaunch in 2001 and for our Audio
Stockton News and are one of the
Council’s most important ways of
letting people know what’s happening
in the town. 

First published in December 1982, the
front cover featured St. Peter’s Church
choirboy James Fenny and highlights
included a reception for local Falklands
veterans, a new 24-hour ‘life-line’
system for older residents, and
legendary entertainer Rod Hull & Emu

at Billingham Forum.
See our first issue and our most recent
editions at
www.stockton.gov.uk/firststocktonnews
In this issue and the January 2008
edition, we’ll be taking a brief glance
at some of the stories from Stockton
News’s first quarter century.

City Challenge

We celebrated winning £37.5m in
government City Challenge funding in
September 1992.  The major work this
brought, included regeneration of the
town centre, Blue Hall, Queen’s Park,
Portrack and Tilery areas. The work led
the way for extensive new and future
inward investment. 

SIRF and BIFF
gather pace
August 1998 looked forward to the
Billingham Folklore Festival and the
Stockton International Riverside
Festival. Now both festivals are
permanent fixtures on the global
cultural map.
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A computer first
The December 1983 issue announced a
technological coup – our first colour
computer screen! Very rare before the
internet revolution, and well ahead of
its time.

Britain in Bloom
1998’s November edition saw Stockton
win the ‘large city’ regional title of
‘England in Bloom.’ Stockton came
third in the UK that year, showing the
Borough’s commitment to all things
green isn’t just a passing fancy.

Celebrities at
Stockton
July 1986 saw world-record holder
Steve Cram open the new fitness room
at Stockton Sports Centre at Tilery.
The Borough’s sports facilities are
always improving such as the £500,000
investment at Thornaby Pavilion (see
page 7 for details).

October 1991 saw David Bellamy,
pictured, open the Billingham Beck
Valley Country Park.  David would still
be impressed with the Park’s thriving
array of wild plants and animals. Call
(01642) 360376.

Leisure pool opens
In July 1985, Stockton News celebrated
the first anniversary of the 80,000-
gallon Leisure Pool at Stockton Baths.
The Baths have now been replaced
with the state-of-the-art ‘Splash.’

Looking back at
River Tees Regatta
1988 was a major year for the River
Tees, when we reported the Stockton
Regatta celebrating its bicentennial.

The largest of its kind in the North of
England, the Regatta regularly
attracted thousands of spectators.  

The regatta is still a popular event and
is now run by the Tees Rowing Club. 

Campus first comes
to Stockton
1991 saw the first purpose-built
University College for 20 years built at
Teesdale in Thornaby.  Today, the
University of Durham Queens’ Campus,
Stockton, is one of the region’s leading
academic centres with around 2,000
students.

It’s a dog’s life for
animal welfare
1989 saw a first for Stockton with the
creation of its first Dog Warden,
former RAF handler Maurice Harvey.
The service has since undergone
significant changes, most notably
changing its name to Animal Welfare
and expanding to cover all animals.
The team now has two dedicated
officers who prosecute animal cruelty
cases and microchip cats and dogs as
well as helping to re-home unwanted
pets.

For more information, call (01642)
526575.

Business centre
goes from strength
to strength
The Stockton Business Centre continues
to provide excellent help and support
to start up enterprises in the Borough. 

Based on Brunswick Street, Stockton, it
has provided a one-stop shop for
fledgling enterprises, giving help,
advice and even accommodation since
we reported the official opening back
in 1988.  Since then it has hosted more
than 450 businesses.

For more information, call 
(01642) 528587 or visit
www.stocktonbusinesscentre.org 

Recycling in
Stockton Borough
Recycling may seem like second nature
these days but it wasn’t long ago –
1992 - when Stockton Council
appointed Gordon Moorehead as its
first ever Recycling Officer.

The Council has since expanded its
recycling service, increasing the
number of recycling banks available
across the Borough, and running
weekly kerbside collections of paper,
glass and cans, as well as green garden
waste during the summer months.

For more information call
(01642) 391959.
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Stockton Council and the owners
of Billingham House have reached
an agreement to achieve the
demolition of the disused
building.

Bizzy B Management, which owns
Billingham House, agreed to be bound
by a programme of works which will
start in March and be completed by
the end of December 2008.

The agreement followed discussions
when Bizzy B appealed to Teesside
Magistrates Court against a legal
notice served by the Council.  Bizzy B
agreed to withdraw their appeal if the
Council submitted a refined notice.
Should the agreed programme slip,
the Council would be able to
prosecute the company for breach of
the notice.

Way forward
for Billingham
House

Plans for a park in Ingleby Barwick
have been given the green light by
Stockton Council’s planning
committee.

Romano Park, on Lamb Lane, will
include a skate park, chariot style race
BMX track, multi use games area and a
grassed amphitheatre.  

Phase 1 of the project will be to
construct a state-of-the-art play area to
meet the needs of the residents of
Ingleby Barwick.

Closed Circuit tv and fencing will be
added for security.

It is hoped a friends’ group for the
park will be established to work with
officers from Stockton Council to
progress the ambitious plans for the
park.

Stockton Council has provided £150,000
of funding for the first phase for the
development of the park, which will
start next year.  Officers are working on
securing funding from external sources
for further phases. 

Go-ahead for
Romano Park

Taking to the water

The River Tees hosted the
inaugural North East of England
Open Water Two Bridges swim,
organised by the Amateur
Swimming Association and Tees
Active on a chilly August day.

25 swimmers completed the 1.5km
course, which took in the Victoria
Bridge and Stockton Millennium
footbridge, despite a shuddering
water temperature of 16ºC. 

Three youngsters from the Borough of
Stockton Swimming Scheme Club were
competing in their first ever open
water event.  Bethany Bryan, Catriona

Bruce and Jane Horrocks all put in
tremendous swims, Bethany winning a
silver medal with Catriona and Jane
placed 4th and 7th respectively.

ASA Regional Development Officer
Craig Nicholson hopes it will become a
regular event.  He said:  “The setting
by Castlegate Quay Watersports
Centre was tremendous and the safety
organisation provided by Centre staff
was excellent.”

To find out more about swimming call
Swimming Development Manager
Carol Grainger on (01642) 528540 or
visit www.teesactive.co.uk

Visit Barwick Pond nature reserve
in Ingleby Barwick and you might
see some very large newts indeed,
thanks to a new art feature.

Artist Andrew Mckeown has created
visually striking seats featuring great
crested newts, helped by pupils from
the local Barley Fields and Myton Park
Primary Schools and Stockton’s local
nature reserve officer Terry
Douthwaite.

The project, funded by Heritage
Lottery Fund and Impetus Waste
Management, helps raise awareness of
Barwick Pond, home to many
amphibious species including the great
crested newt, Europe’s most protected
amphibian.

Terry said:  “These seats will help to
reinforce the fact we need to preserve
endangered species such as the great
crested newt, particularly in locations
such as this, where ponds are
becoming increasingly isolated.”

To find out more about the new seats
or if you would like to volunteer with
Stockton’s Local Nature Reserves,
please call (01642) 676407.

Take a seat with great
crested newts
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Making an appeal
Sometimes decisions have to be
made about whether a child can
attend their chosen school, or even
whether a child is excluded from a
school. 

Stockton Council is looking to recruit
members for its independent
Admissions and Exclusions Appeal
Panel for the Borough.

If you are interested in local education,
have tribunal experience or would like
to gain some, have good
communication, reasoning and
decision-making skills, we’d like to
hear from you.  The same applies if
you have a child at school in the
Borough or are a governor or teacher,
although Councillors and Council
employees are not eligible.

The panel hears appeals against
unsuccessful applications for admission

to community schools and permanent
exclusion from all schools.  By
arrangement with the diocesan
authorities, it also hears appeals
against unsuccessful applications to
church schools.

Admission appeals represent the bulk
of the panel’s work (it has heard more
than 150 this year).  Its decisions are
very important for pupils, parents,
schools and the LEA, impacting on
family life and school organisations.

The Council provides administrative
and legal support and offers training,
information and advice to enable all
panel members to fulfil their role.
Although a voluntary post, expenses
will be paid.

To apply or find out more, contact
Roisin McKenzie on (01642) 526302 or
email roisin.mckenzie@stockton.gov.uk 

Walkers at Billingham’s Cowpen
Bewley Woodland Park will be
able to see the evolution of life on
earth in an exciting and innovative
sculpture trail.

The 12 sculptures, made from recycled
and natural materials, depict the
evolution of life from the Big Bang to
the present day.

The trail has been created by local
sculptor, John Richardson, with the
help of volunteers and school groups. 

Children can pick up a Time Trail
Passport from the Visitor Centre,
challenging them to answer a series of
questions as they complete the trail. 

The Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park is
open 365 days of the year. The Visitor
Centre is open every Sunday, 10am –
4pm. Call (01642) 371633 for further
details.

The sculpture trail was funded by the
Local Heritage Initiative Lottery fund,
Northern Gas Network and Stockton
Council.

A Walk Through Time We’d like your
views on
customer service

Roadshow success

At Stockton Council, we have an
aim of providing exceptional
customer service.  That’s why, in
2003, we began a programme to
define standards of customer
service for all our staff and
services.

Called Customer First, its aim is to
ensure we meet the needs and
expectations of residents, visitors and
businesses.

Now, putting the customer first is at
the heart of all our activities and, to
take things on a stage, we’ve just
launched a second phase.  This
challenges services to show they are
delivering excellent customer services
across a range of criteria.

One of the essential elements of
Customer First is to welcome
customers’ views and use them to
improve our services.

We’d like you to tell us what you think
about customer service here at
Stockton Council – whether it is good
or bad.  This might include
information about our reception areas,
responses to requests for information
or the quality of our website.

If you have a comment about
customer service, please:
write to us at Customer First Team,
Municipal Buildings, Church Road,
Stockton-on-Tees TS18 1LD
call (01642) 527313
email customerfirst@stockton.gov.uk 
or our website
www.stockton.gov.uk/customerfirst

Stockton Council’s Environmental
Projects team held its first roadshow in
September at Preston Park –
showcasing renewable energy
technology such as solar water heating
and bio-mass boilers.  More than 300
people came to the event, which was
hailed a great success. 

This was all part of Stockton’s
commitment to tackling climate
change.  To view the strategy visit
www.stockton.gov.uk\climatechange 

For more information on how to do
your bit and grants available, call
Environmental Project Officers Linda
Guilfoyle on (01642) 528149 or Kawun
Williams on (01642) 526596.



Does your organisation need
advice on what your policy for
safeguarding children should be?
Or, if you are applying for a
Premises License or Gambling
License for your business, do your
staff know what to do if they are
concerned about the safety of a
child or young person?

To help you, Stockton-on-Tees Local
Safeguarding Children Board (SLSCB)
have just produced three guidance
documents, available free on their
web pages www.stockton.gov.uk/slscb

• Developing Safeguarding Children
Policy & Practice Guidance

• Safeguarding Children on Licensed
Premises

• Guidance for Holders of Licensed
Gambling Premises

SLSCB also provides multi agency
training for staff who work with or
provide services to children and their
families.  To find out more, call
(01642) 524591 or email
slscb@stockton.gov.uk and watch out
for more details in the next edition of
Stockton News.

SLSCB works to ensure children and
young people stay safe in Stockton
and we need your help.  Remember,
safeguarding children is ‘my business,
your business, it’s everyone’s business’.

Business guidance
to safeguard
children

Parents have been finding help
and support through specially
organised coffee mornings, one-
to-one sessions, family trips and a
Dads and Lads programme, thanks
to a dedicated team.

One of these is Julie Barnett, who
works with parents and carers of
young people involved with the
Preventions Team.  She joined the
team – a partnership between
Stockton Council’s Youth Offending
Service and Connexions Stockton – as a
Preventions Parenting Worker a year
ago. 

The team works with 8-16 year olds to
prevent anti social behaviour, youth
crime, school exclusions and truancy in
the Borough as well as providing help
and support to parents of children
targeted by the service.

Julie has organised coffee mornings to
allow parents to meet others with
children who are involved with the
Preventions Team, relax and make new
friends.  She has offered one-to-one
help with positive parenting strategies,
information, support and guidance
and organised trips to Whitby and
Beamish for families who don’t often
have the opportunity to enjoy such
experiences.

And a five-week course has
encouraged parents to look at how
they handle their emotions and how
this can affect their families.

Further plans include a mothers and
daughters programme, as the work of
parenting support continues to grow
and develop.

Supporting parents

We currently produce an audio version
of Stockton News on cassette tape and
mail it out to residents with visual
impairment.  As advances in
technology mean less people have
tape players, we are planning to
change to a CD format in 2008.  This
means we can record more articles for
listeners as tapes are limited to half an
hour each side.  If you know of
someone who would like to be added
to our mailing list to receive a copy,
please email
communications@stockton.gov.uk or
call (01642) 526164.

Stockton News is also available in MP3
format from our website find it on
www.stockton.gov.uk/stocktonnewsonline

Audio Stockton
News changes

Taking root: Julie Brown and Alan Turner from Sir Plants-Alot, based in Sandy Lane
West, Wynyard Road, Billingham, near to the cricket ground, are looking forward to
working with Stockton Council’s Training and Employment team to help young people gain
work experience at their nursery.  The couple both began their careers in horticulture, left
for other occupations but have now returned to their first love of plants.  Julie said: “We
hope to work with young people as soon as possible where we can offer them some
practical and hands on experience in growing and caring for plants.”

They specialise in perennials and hanging baskets and Christmas trees and wreaths during
the festive season.

Stockton News Winter 20078



With the unpredictability of the
British winter weather, Stockton
Council’s gritters are on standby 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
ready to be out salting the roads
within an hour of receiving a
wintry forecast.

The winter service teams’ aim is to
ensure the Borough’s main routes are
covered in order to minimise
disruption to people travelling around
the network.  Seven dedicated salting
routes cover all the high priority roads,
which are treated every time icy
conditions are forecast.

Last year the Council used 3,850 tonnes
of salt and covered a total of 35,079
kilometres while out gritting.

Jamie McCann, the Council’s Head of
Direct Services, said:  “If heavy snow

falls, we’ll concentrate resources on
keeping open major traffic routes,
roads serving emergency service
facilities and routes to outlying
communities.

“Footpaths will not generally be
treated after normal overnight frosts
but if frost and icy conditions persist
then we’ll treat town centre areas as
resources allow.”

The A19 and A66 trunk roads don’t fall
under Stockton Counil’s responsibility –
they are treated by Autolink and 
A-One on behalf of the Highways
Agency.

Salt bins are sited throughout the
Borough for residents to use.  If you
spot any empty or vandalised bins,
please report them to Care For Your
Area on (01642) 391959.

Gritty stuff from
the 24-hour heroes A planned £150 million

modernisation of the Borough’s
secondary schools has been the
subject of a massive consultation
exercise.

Under the Government’s Building
Schools for the Future programme,
every secondary school is to be
modernised or replaced over the next
decade to meet the needs of the
internet age.  In Stockton-on-Tees, the
biggest school building programme
for half a century could begin as soon
as 2010.

Ann Baxter, Stockton Council’s
Corporate Director for Children,
Education and Social Care, said:  “This
will be a massive investment in the
future of our young people and is a
tremendous opportunity to provide
first-rate learning facilities to meet
their needs for years to come.”

Much has changed since many of our
schools were built.  The traditional
layout of 30 students in rows facing
the teacher will still be needed some
of the time, but students will also
work as individuals, in small groups,
even in other places outside school.
Schools of the future need to be
flexible and adaptable to changing
technology.

Recent exam results prove how good
many schools are and the Council
wants to build on these achievements
and raise standards further.  But with
student numbers set to fall by 1,500 in
the next ten years, changes in the
number and sizes of schools will be
necessary.

After early stages of consultation with
headteachers and college principals,
100,000 consultation leaflets were
distributed, showing options for each
part of the Borough.  Meetings for
parents and carers, pupils, staff and
governors also took place at every
secondary school.

The programme will help address the
issues facing the Borough’s schools,
most of which were built 30 or more
years ago, creating modern, energy-
efficient buildings for the best
possible learning environment.

An independent research company is
currently analysing the results of the
consultation and Stockton Council’s
Cabinet will consider these and any
alternative options put forward in
January.

Schools for the future
move a step forward

Getting to the core of it

Athletes at the Tees Active Sports
Academy are benefiting from
weekly core stability training
sessions at Billingham Forum.

Led by fitness professional Joe Davies,
they help strengthen the muscles deep
in the abdomen which connect to the
spine, pelvis and shoulders.

Joe said:  “The beauty of core stability
training is that it will benefit

competitors in all sports, particularly in
preventing injuries.  Although the
sessions will be demanding, I’ll be
making them as fun and enjoyable as
possible.”

The Academy currently supports 41
athletes in 13 different sports
including ice skating, rugby, swimming
and badminton.  To find out more,
contact Allan McDermott on (01642)
528772 or visit www.teesactive.co.uk
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Following extensive consultation
with residents, schools, community
groups and businesses, the first
phase of regeneration work has
started on Billingham’s John
Whitehead Park.

The consultation, carried out with the
valuable assistance of the Supporters
of John Whitehead Park, showed
improved security and the provision of
a play area were key issues.

As a result, two infra-red cameras are
being installed with 24 hour
surveillance, linked to Stockton
Council’s Security Centre.  Additional
work to thin out overgrown bushes
will improve sightlines within the Park
to make it safer. 

A sensory garden has been created
thanks to funding of £80,000 secured
by the Supporters of John Whitehead
Park and work has started on a new
state-of-the-art play area.

The Cleaner Safer Greener funding,
from Central Government, has
allocated £175,000 towards the
redevelopment of the Park.

Around 75 pupils from Pentland and
Roseberry Primary Schools have been
busy helping plant bulbs in the Park.
The Supporters of John Whitehead
Park secured £100 for the bulbs
through Tees Valley Wildlife Trust’s
PANDA fund, matched by Stockton
Council’s Care For Your Area team.

Exciting developments for Billingham park

Householders and businesses who
employ an unregistered trader to
take their waste away could find
it costly.

By law, all businesses collecting,
carrying or disposing of household,
commercial or industrial waste must
be registered.

And anyone who employs a private
company to take away their waste
must make sure the firm is registered
to do so.  Employ an unregistered
trader who dumps your waste illegally
and you could be fined up to £5,000.

This includes householders who may
be paying a builder or tradesperson to
do work on their home such as fitting
a new kitchen or bathroom.

Gerald Lee, of the Environment
Agency, said:  “We are all paying the
price for fly-tipping because we fund
the cost of clearing up the mess
through our Council Tax. 

“As well as targeting the rogue
traders who dump the waste, we
want to make sure householders and
businesses know that, if they don’t
check their contractor is registered,
they could face a £5,000 fine if their
waste is subsequently dumped.”

It’s simple to check is a contractor is
registered, just call 08708 506506 or
visit the Environment Agency website
at www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/publicregisters

Don’t face
a £5,000
fine

What do you think about the
parks, play areas, woodlands and
wildlife areas and sports pitches in
Stockton Borough?  Are there
enough of them?  Are they well
maintained?  Which facilities are
important to you?

These are the type of views the
Council wants to hear as it seeks the
public’s opinions on the Borough’s
existing open spaces and recreation
facilities.  These will feed into the its
plans and strategies to help create the
amenities we all want for the future.

Rosemary Young, Spatial Planning
Manager, said:  “The range of open

space and recreation facilities we will
be looking at includes everything from
play areas to allotments, small
residential green spaces to large sports
facilities all of which need to be
carefully planned and managed if they
are to meet local needs and create an
attractive environment.

“Access to places to walk, play and
enjoy the scenery is clearly an
important issue for all of us and that is
why it is so important for people to
get involved.”

To make your views known call
(01642) 526050 or email
rebecca.richardson@stockton.gov.uk 

What do you think
about open spaces?
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You’ve ‘bin’ reminded –
festive collection changes!

Braille Christmas
messages

Sleeping Beauty on ice

Back to normal:  Tuesday 8 January 
Stockton Council’s Care For Your Area Team will once again be collecting real
Christmas trees for recycling.  To arrange a collection date, simply call the Care
For Your Area Team on (01642) 391959.

A free service to create Christmas
messages in Braille is on offer to
people wishing to send greetings to
blind friends and loved ones.

BlindVoice UK is running the service to
enable visually-impaired people to read
Christmas messages for themselves.  

After last year’s service proved a huge
success, charity manager Christine Durnion
said:  “It was heart-warming to see the
trouble people went to and the thanks we
received in providing this service.  This year
we’ve even made cards to be sent to
America – it’s great to know our Braille
cards are read on the other side of the
Atlantic.” 

To use the free service, prepare your
messages then call Christine on (01642)
803590, or send them to the office at 27
Yarm Road, Stockton  TS18 3NJ, or email
christine.durnion@blindvoice.co.uk

Don’t forget your refuse collection dates will change over the festive period:

Your normal collection Your revised collection day

Tuesday 25 December Thursday 27 December

Wednesday 26 December Friday 28 December

Thursday 27 December Saturday 29 December

Friday 28 December Monday 31 December

Tuesday 1 January Wednesday 2 January 

Wednesday 2 January Thursday 3 January

Thursday 3 January Friday 4 January

Friday 4 January Saturday 5 January

It’s a case of ‘get your skates on’
as more than 97 youngsters from
the Junior Billingham Ice Skating
Club members put the finishing
touches for the annual Christmas
show, Sleeping Beauty at the
Billingham Forum Leisure complex. 

Since its modest beginnings in 1970,
the show has become an annual
triumph with glistening sets, inventive
costumes and spirited music.

The cast aged six –17 come from across
the Tees Valley.  Entirely amateur, it
reaches remarkable heights of
professionalism.  It’s a first appearance
for 28 of them, although for a few
veterans this will be their 13th
performance.

There’s also a chance to meet Santa
Claus and tickets include a one hour
free skate after the show.  

The show runs from Sunday, December
16 (5.30–7.30pm) then Monday to
Thursday 17–20 December
(6.30–8.30pm).

Tickets, priced £6.50 for adults and £4
for children and senior citizens, are
selling fast from the Billingham Forum
(01642) 551381.  There is a discount of
ten per cent for group bookings of ten
or more. 

The cast

Stockton News Winter 200714



Municipal Buildings: 
24 December: Closed at 1pm; main
switchboard (01642) 393939 open until 4pm
25-26 December: Closed
27 & 28 December: Reception and
switchboard will operate normal hours
31 December: Closed at 1pm; main
switchboard (01642) 393939 open until 4pm
1 January: Closed 
2 January: Open as usual

Cash Offices:
Stockton (Municipal Buildings)
24 December: Open 9am-1pm
25-26 December: Closed
27 & 28 December: Open 9am-4pm
31 December: Open 9 am-1 pm
1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual (9am-4pm)

Billingham (Housing Centre) & Thornaby
(Library)
24 December: Open 9am-1pm
25 December - 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual (9am-4pm)

Gloucester House
Church Road
24 December: Closed at 1pm
25 December - 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual
Parking attendants will continue to patrol,
potentially at any time. However, while the
public enquiries office is closed from 24
December – 1 January, we will extend the
discount period for anyone receiving a
parking ticket to 21 days (normally 14 days).

Leisure Centres
Billingham Forum, Splash, Stockton Sports
Centre, Thornaby Pavilion & Pool:
24 December: Splash, Stockton Sports
Centre, Thornaby Pavilion/Pool closed from
4pm.  Billingham Forum closed from 5pm
25 & 26 December: All centres are closed 
27-28 December: (Only two centres open –
Billingham Forum 10am-5pm and Splash
9am-3pm) 
29-31 December: (Only two centres open –
Billingham Forum 10am-5pm and Splash
9am-4pm) 
1 January: All centres closed
2 January: All centres open as usual

Castlegate Quay Watersports
Centre
24 December: Closed at 4pm
25 December - 2 January: Closed
3 January: Open as usual

Kingsway House 
Billingham:
24 December: Closed to the public at 1pm;
Council Tax/Business Rates telephone
enquiry service (01642) 397108 open 
until 4pm

25 December – 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Queensway House
Billingham 
24 December: Open as usual
25 -26 December: Closed
27- 28 December: Open as usual
31 December: Open as usual
1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Libraries
(all branches):  
24 December: All libraries to close at 1pm
excluding Billingham, Thornaby, Egglescliffe
and Roseworth who will close at 12:30pm. 
25, 26 December: All libraries closed
27 December: all libraries open until 5pm
with the exception of Fairfield who will
close at 12.30pm 
28th December: libraries open until 5pm 
29th/30th December: usual opening hours
apply
31 December: All libraries to close at 1pm
excluding Billingham, Thornaby, Egglescliffe
and Roseworth who will close at 12:30pm. 
1 January: All libraries closed
2 January: Open as usual

16 Church Road
Stockton
21 December: Closed at 4:30pm
24 December – 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Homelessness emergency out of
hours service
Please contact Cleveland Police on (01642)
326326 or Social Services on 08702 402994

Cowpen Depot 
Billingham
24 December: Closed at 1pm
25 December -1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Environment Centre
West Row Stockton
24 December: Closed at 1pm
25 December - 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Stirling House
Teddar Avenue, Thornaby
24 December: Closed at 1pm
25 December – 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Tristar Homes
24 December: Closed at 1pm
25 December – 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual
Please see local offices for opening times.
For emergencies make-safe repairs out of
hours call 0800 174491

Wynyard House
24 December:  Closed at 1pm
25 December – 1 January:  Closed
2 January:  Open as usual

Training & Employment Services
62 Dovecot Street
24 December: Open as usual
25 December – 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Regency House
24 December: Open as usual
25 December - 1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Security & Surveillance Centre
Stockton Council’s Security Services,
Concierge Security officers at high rise
blocks and Care Call staff are open 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year. Tel: (01642) 528438.
Wardens and Enforcement will be off on
the bank holidays.

Stockton Register Office
21 December: Open as usual
22 December: Open for Marriages and Civil
Partnerships only
23 December: Closed
24 December: Open as usual
25, 26 December: Closed
27-28 December: Open as usual
29 December: Open for Marriages and Civil
Partnerships only
30 December: Closed
31 December: Open as usual
1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

Please note:  An appointment system is in
operation at this office with priority given
to the registration of deaths from 27
December – 28 December; after this normal
service will be resumed.  To make an
appointment to register, please call 
(01642) 527720.  In cases of extreme
emergency out of office hours only, please
call (01642) 618946.

Children, Education and Social Care
Alma Street Office, Billingham Council
Offices and First Contact Unit*
24 December: 8.30am – 5pm
25-26 December: Closed
27 December: 8.30am – 5pm
28 December: 8.30am – 4.30pm
31 December: 8.30am – 5pm
1 January: Closed
2 January: Open as usual

*Emergency duty team available all hours
when offices are not open, on 
0870 240 2994. 

Christmas and New Year opening: 
Stockton Council, Tees Active and Tristar Homes
Opening hours of many Council offices will be restricted over the holidays.
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We are here to ensure the Council
provides equality of opportunity for all
our communities and a better quality
of life for everyone.”

Before joining Stockton Council,
Satnam had worked for the
Cornerhouse Youth Project, as a
consultant for Connexions and, more
recently, on the community-based
Neighbourhood Management
Pathfinder programme

He’s been working in his present role
for 18 months and is responsible for
the race and faith elements of
Diversity.

As part of this role, Satnam recently
organised a ‘Tell Us What You Think’
event, where 170 people met staff
from the Council and were able to

Satnam Singh likes to talk, which
is a good thing since his job is all
about communicating, persuading
and challenging.

Satnam is one of Stockton Council’s
three Diversity Officers, who spend
their days working towards making life
in the Borough as good as it can be for
everyone, no matter what their age,
faith, gender, race, sexual orientation,
or whether they have a disability.

One day Satnam can be found working
with other Council teams, ensuring
their services are easily accessible to
everyone.  It’s a key part of his job, as
the Council is committed to delivering
excellent services to all residents.  With
every service now signed up to the
Council’s Single Equality Scheme,
Satnam helps ensure they deliver the
actions and targets in this scheme. 

The next day you’ll find him offering
advice to the other organisations and
agencies the Council works with and
taking on board their views about the
services it provides.

And later in the week he may be out
talking to the various groups and
communities around the Borough,
encouraging them to have their say on
Council services so we can use these
views to make genuine improvements
to our services.

Satnam said:  “I love my job.  But what
I enjoy most is making a difference to
people’s lives – and we do make a
difference.

“It doesn’t matter where people are
from, how old they are, whether or
not they have a disability or faith, or
what their sexual orientation may be.

give their views on what it does well
and how it can improve.  Their
opinions will help develop services in
the future to make them better and
more accessible for everyone.

Among Satnam’s highlights of his
work so far was organising a
Community Cohesion Plan Journey.
This brought together different
communities from around the
Borough, old and young, and
encouraged them to visit each other’s
places of worship.

“It was all about building bridges
and removing barriers,” he said.
“We had young people and old
people together, worshipping in
temples, churches and gurdwaras,
giving them the chance to better
understand a different community
group and creating a dialogue.

“That had a big impact and dissolved
a lot of misconceptions.”

Satnam, or his colleagues Barbara
Campbell and Kirsty McNally, would
be happy to talk more about the
Council’s approach to Equality and
Diversity, or your experiences – you
can contact them on (01642) 528830.

ADAY

LIFE
INTHE

SATNAM SINGH

“I love my job.  But
what I enjoy most is

making a difference to
people’s lives – and we
do make a difference.”
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Stockton’s primary school pupils
have been meeting Stockton
Council’s Road Safety mascot.

Big Foot – a large, fluffy, bright orange
character is designed to promote
walking and was out and about during
International Walk to School Week.

Around 7,500 pupils signed up for
Walk to School Week and Big Foot
joined some of them as they made
their way to school.

The youngsters taking part all received
daily diaries to record their journey

each day and posters were displayed in
classes showing the number of times
each pupil walked during the week.

Peter Fleming, Stockton Council’s Road
Safety Officer, said:  “Walk to School
Week is a wonderful initiative and it
shows what the school run could be
like if we all stopped and thought
about our travel plans.

“By walking to school people can leave
the car behind and get fitter and
healthier, while doing their bit for the
environment.”

One small step…one Big Foot!

Stockton Council is encouraging
staff to car share as part of a two-
year pilot scheme.

The Council has entered into a two-
year deal with English Partnerships,
the owner of the former Co-op dairy
site near Municipal Buildings, Church
Road, to use the vacant land to create
parking for Council staff who make
the commitment to coming to work
together.  

Limited parking at Municipal Buildings
results in staff taking up spaces in the
town’s public car parks.  This new car-
sharing car park, which is not of
suitable quality to act as a public ‘pay
and display’, will see less staff using
public car parks.

Mike Chicken, Environmental Project
Manager, said:  “This project sees the
Council playing a part in reducing car
usage and improving the
environment. 

“We’re not going to solve traffic and
pollution problems overnight with a
single scheme – it’s about all of us
doing our bit.  It all adds up in the
end and I hope this pilot proves a
success so we can look at similar
schemes at other Council bases.”

Council staff who need to use their
own car frequently during the day,
surveillance centre staff, market
traders and coaches are also be able to
use the car park.

If successful, the Council will look for
an alternative venue for the car-
sharing car park as English
Partnerships may redevelop the site
for a different use in the future.

Leading the way
in car share trial 

A new leaflet celebrates
Thornaby’s aviation history by
inviting people to take a self-
guided walk around its landmarks.

Between 1930 and 1958 Thornaby
aerodrome played host to aircraft and
their crews from around the world.

The leaflet takes people on a tour of
approximately 90 minutes and takes in
19 sites that hark back to the town’s
aviation past, from the full size replica
Spitfire on the Thornaby
Road/Trenchard Avenue roundabout,
to the airman’s statue, the NAAFI
building, the aeroplane shed and the
armoury.

You can discover the married airmen’s
houses and the barrack blocks.  The
walk takes in the original aerodrome

entrance on Martinet Road and the
site of the hangars.

The leaflet has been produced as part
of the Thornaby Gateway Spitfire
Project, funded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, which has seen Thornaby Town
Council and Stockton Council work in
partnership to place the replica Spitfire
on the roundabout in Thornaby.

Volunteers David Thompson, Ron
Young and Geoff Green created the
self-guided walk for the leaflet
together with contributions from
others.

Copies of the leaflet are available from
libraries in Thornaby and Thornaby
Town Council.  For a downloadable
version, visit Stockton Council’s website
at www.stockton.gov.uk and add
“aviation walk” in the Search box.

Walk traces aviation history

Sparkling skies in Stockton. Skies were lit up in Stockton for the annual fireworks
display, which is renowned as one of the best in the country!  More than 70,000 people
enjoyed this spectacular event in safety on 5 November.
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In an effort to reduce the number
of young people taking up
smoking, the Government recently
raised the legal age to buy tobacco
products to 18 years old.

Any shop worker selling cigarettes,
rolling tobacco, cigarette papers, cigars,
matches and lighters to anyone under
18 is liable to be hit with a £2,500 fine.  

Dave Kitching, Trading Standards and
Licensing Manager, said:  “We’re
reminding shop owners that the best
way to avoid a fine is to simply make
sure they follow the law.  If in doubt of
someone’s age, insist on seeing some
proof.”

Council Trading Standards officers will
be carrying out test purchases with
volunteers aged under 18 throughout
the Borough to ensure the law is being
followed.  

Still no fines
As we reported in the last Stockton
News, Stockton is still embracing the
new smokefree laws which prevent
smoking in enclosed workplaces.  As
Stockton News went to press, no fixed
penalty notices had been issued and
the Council hopes residents and
businesses continue to support this
important law.

To report smoking in a smoke free area,
contact Stockton Environmental Health
on (01642) 526575.

For smokers who want to quit, drop-in
clinics across the Borough offer advice
and support to stop smoking – call the
NHS Stop Smoking Service on (01642)
223023 for details.

Smokefree
Stockton update

Durham University’s Queen’s Campus
could be crossing the River Tees with a
potential new development after securing
an option on four acres on the North
Shore.  Ideas put forward for it include a
new residential college, research and
conference facilities.  The £15 million
footbridge currently being built will link
with the existing campus.  Meanwhile,
investment of £500,000 is improving social
facilities at John Snow and Stephenson
Colleges plus the Waterside Suite, where
new amenities include an internet café,
juice, coffee and licensed bars plus a
staged area for live performances.

Developing
University facilities

Do you know a vulnerable person
you worry might leave the gas on,
or a bath running, or simply
wander off at night?  

Now an innovative scheme called
Telecare is keeping tabs on the
problem, and helping people to live in
their own homes longer.

Telecare can raise alarms in all sorts of
situations – including those above and
even when bogus callers visit.  Run by
Stockton Council with the North Tees
Primary Care Trust and Community
Matrons, the scheme recently signed
up its 100th client since its launch in
November 2006.

An extension of the Council’s Care Call
scheme, Telecare gives access to
trained operators 24 hours a day, 365
days a year.  It uses a series of discreet
sensors around the home to monitor
for potentially dangerous situations
such as floods from over-running
baths, fire, gas leaks, falls and
intruders.

When a sensor is activated it sends a
signal to a monitoring unit, which

then calls the Care Call Centre staff
who take the appropriate action.

These sensors can include a shut-off
valve which can detect a leakage of
gas and immediately turns off the
mains supply to the house or an
individual appliance.

Another sensor can raise the alarm if a
client has left their home and not
returned within a specific time period.
It can be programmed to be active
during set hours, such as 8pm to 8am,
and can be particularly useful for
people suffering from dementia who
may wander from their homes.

Another sensor monitors inactivity. If it
fails to pick up movement in a
particular area of the home for a
specified period of time, it will trigger
alarm at the Care Call Centre and staff
will then contact the client to ensure
their well-being.

The scheme is available for anyone of
any age who would like to feel safer,
more protected in their own homes.

To find out more about the Telecare
scheme, contact the Care Call Team on
(01642) 527606.

Sensors help keep vulnerable people safe

New mums are being urged to join
a new post-natal exercise class.

Fit2Push, run by Stockton Council’s
Sports Development Team, takes place
in Preston Park every Friday from
11am–12noon to help new mums get
into shape and meet others.

The class involves brisk walking and
resistance exercises to help you tone
up.

Sessions cost £2 and are led by a fully
qualified fitness instructor and a
health visitor.  Clearance is needed
from health practitioners before
commencing the programme.

If you just fancy a nice walk, there’s a
regular Pramble Walk every Monday
from 1.30–2.30pm.

To find out more or book a place, call
Joanne Heron on (01642) 526697 or
email joanne.heron@stockton.gov.uk

Exercise for new mums
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Recent years have seen us come a very long way.
Thousands of homes have been improved, a top university
is firmly established here and we have educational
attainment to envy.

Employment now matches the national average and we
have some of the region’s top business locations. The Tees
Barrage has transformed the river and the Stockton
International Riverside Festival is officially the North East’s
leading cultural event. Almost unbelievable a decade ago,
today we are a national Britain in Bloom winner. These are
just a few of our achievements.

This is only the beginning. Our Borough is poised to
embark on some of the greatest changes in its history as
we move towards our vision for the future, outlined here.

Central to these plans is injecting new life into our town
centres and riverside areas, along with the transformation
of former industrial areas. Residents can look forward to
a better choice and quality of housing and there will be an
exciting transformation in facilities, opportunities and

economic success for local people. Fundamental to all of
these is achieving the highest possible quality of
environment.

This represents the core of our new Regeneration
Strategy for the Borough, taking in the years 2007-12,
which is summarised in the following pages.

As regeneration creates opportunities for residents
through jobs, training and housing, the lives of local people
have begun to change. So your involvement is key to all
the projects in our strategy and we will continue to
consult extensively as we progress.

Regenerating our Borough

Richard Poundford,
Head of Regeneration and
Economic Development
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council

This is an exciting time for our Borough’s future development
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Ambitious plans to rejuvenate older
housing areas at Mandale, Hardwick
and Parkfield are already under way.
Here, a major house building
programme and improvements to
Council housing are meeting a mix of
housing needs. Other measures such
as a state of the art £4million new
primary school at Hardwick and high
quality green spaces including the
£1million new Mandale Park are
helping to create desirable, sustainable
places where future generations will
choose to live.

2,500 new homes will be built within
one square mile of Stockton town

centre, bringing new people to its
retail and leisure facilities. Alongside
the Tees, new homes will help create
an active and attractive river frontage.

The Government’s Building Schools
for the Future programme is
transforming secondary schools
agross the country to help raise
educational attainment. In Stockton
Borough, this will bring £150 million
to upgrade or replace these schools
to meet the changing educational
needs of the internet age.

State-of-the-art health facilities will be
provided within local communities,

such as the £5million Health Centre
at Lawson Street. And
‘Neighbourhood Policing’ will make
people feel safer in their communities
– although Stockton is already the
safest place in the Tees Valley.

A great place to live
High-quality, affordable housing is essential

for vibrant communities.

“We love our new
home, it’s really

spacious and well
designed. The area
is so quiet now….

we love it!”
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The River
- at the heart of it all

Thanks to the Tees Barrage,
which created a 13 mile
stretch of ‘lake-like’ river,
much of the Borough gained a
waterfront bristling with
potential. Ripe for a wide
variety of high quality
development, now it’s time to
achieve what the river has
offered for so long.

In 2008, developments to the White
Water course at the Barrage will
make it the best in the UK and one of
Europe s top five such facilities. As the
world s only fully sustainable, energy
neutral, pumped course, it will attract
world class competitions and we look
forward to its adoption as a pre-
Olympic training facility for the 2012
games.

Alongside the river, extensive
developments are taking root. Most
dramatic is North Shore, where a new
£14million footbridge is set to
become one of the region s iconic
landmarks. Already under
construction, by 2009 it will link
Teesdale with the 56 acre North
Shore site, to the east of Stockton
town centre. Here, a research-based
business park, offices and an
expansion of the University of
Durham Queen s Campus will rub
shoulders with high quality waterfront
housing, restaurants, bars and an
hotel.

Other important riverside
developments include the Southern
Gateway to Stockton Town Centre,
Boat House Lane and Bowesfield
Riverside. All will provide a mixture
of quality business accommodation,
new homes, parkland and other
facilities, creating new jobs for local
people.

Between Stockton and Middlesbrough,
transformation of a huge, undeveloped
area around the Tees Flyover over the
next 10-20 years will create the
Green-Blue Heart , a pleasant but
thriving environment for leisure,
housing and other uses.
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Ambitious
plans focus
on all the
town centres
in Stockton
Borough.

When complete in 2009, the
£20million development of Thornaby,
currently on the starting blocks, will
provide the town with a modern
centre. A new 9,000 sq m open-air
terrace of retail units will create an
open-air mall alongside existing shops.
Several new retailers are already
signed up to offer an attractive mix of
national and local names.
Refurbishment of the Pavilion sports
and leisure complex will complete the
picture.

At Billingham, the new owner of the
town centre is committed to an
estimated £45million investment. By

its proposed completion in 2013, state
of the art facilities will transform the
centre, improving the quality and
range of shops on offer including a
new town centre foodstore.

Already, regeneration of the town s
John Whitehead Park has begun.
Redevelopment of the Forum will
provide a state-of-the-art facility
offering sport, leisure and cultural
amenities.

Once the north s premier market
town, our ambition is for Stockton to
reclaim this title as part of a
comprehensive package to create one

Vibrant, attractive town centres —


