Hello everyone and welcome to the first audio Stockton News of 2009.

We hope you find something of interest and wish you all a Happy New Year!

£15m Forum revamp contractor named

The multi-million pound refurbishment of Billingham Forum has moved a step closer after Stockton Council appointed Morgan Ashurst as the contractor to carry out the work.

Following extensive work to find and appoint a suitably qualified contractor, Morgan Ashurst will now work with the Council and its partners to help design the refurbishment. 

The company has a base in Durham and a wealth of experience working on large scale leisure schemes, both new build and refurbishment.  It recently completed the £13 million flagship Freeman’s Quay Leisure Centre in Durham.

The Council will now work with the contractors on the exciting proposals for the £15 million revamp, with its Cabinet set to consider the final designs in March 2009.  A planning application will follow and work is scheduled to start on site in July 2009.

Richard Poundford, Stockton Council’s Head of Regeneration and Economic Development, said:  “The appointment of Morgan Ashurst is a really positive milestone and we are all looking forward to working together with businesses and the community to deliver this flagship refurbishment.

“A refurbished Billingham Forum is what the people of Billingham, Stockton and the Tees Valley have been asking for and this investment will provide a first class facility.”

David Smailes, Area Director at Morgan Ashurst, added:  “We are delighted to be involved in the refurbishment of this iconic building.  While experienced at delivering public sector buildings, it is particularly rewarding to work on projects which benefit the whole community.  We look forward to working closely with Stockton Council and the design team to deliver a truly fantastic project.”

To keep up to date with the latest news log onto www.stockton.gov.uk/newlookforum
A place to remember

Planting trees is a new way of celebrating a special event or remembering a loved one in a new area of Newham Grange Park, Stockton, called ‘Butterwick Wood’. 

Around 80 trees have been planted, including Oak, Ash, Maple, Cherry, Rowan or Birch, all provided by the North East Community Forest.  

Details of planting will be entered in a commemorative book, to be permanently displayed in the Butterwick Hospice Chapel.

It cost £20 to plant a tree and Stockton Council will Carry out most of the planting.  However, residents can plant their own tree during public “tree planting days” with the help of trained staff – the next one is on Thursday, 26 February.

To find out more, call Diane Williamson on (01642) 628930. 

Access Point extended

A second Access Point for Council services is to open at the Tesco Extra store, Durham Road, Stockton, in February.

We currently operate an Access Point at Tesco, Ingleby Barwick, every Friday between 11am and 3pm, where Council representatives are on hand to answer questions about services including Care For Your Area, Benefits, Council Tax, School Admissions and School Meals.  

The new Access Point at Tesco, Durham Road, will provide the same service on the first Friday of each month.  A representative from Tristar Homes will also be there to provide advice and assistance on issues including housing applications, repairs, rent, gas servicing and home contents insurance.

Are you being served?

More than 300 people gathered for the annual consultation event with older people looking at issues relevant to them.

The event, called ‘Are You Being Served?’, saw residents work with support staff, volunteers, performers and speakers to discuss their experiences and voice their concerns and ideas.

The information gathered will help inform organisations involved in housing, education, community and leisure activities and social care in Stockton Borough to develop and improve their services and activities for older people.

During the day, residents learned about work by the Northern Housing Consortium to look at the needs of different people in order to help plan ‘age friendly’ communities. 

Those taking part looked at issues affecting their home lives, including design and layout of kitchens and bathrooms, home security and accessibility.  They also discussed technology and aids and adaptations and support needs such as home help, domestic and care support and handy person services.

The event, at the Oakwood Centre in Eaglescliffe, included a host of stalls displaying services for older people, with Stockton Council staff also giving short talks on the work of their services.

Entertainment was provided by the recently formed Stockton Silver Singers and those attending enjoyed a drama session by the Stockton branch of the University of the Third Age.

For more information on older people’s issues and services, contact Peter Smith on (01642) 528446 or email p.smith@stockton.gov.uk
Busting the credit crunch

With experts predicting no immediate upturn in the current economic climate, the ‘credit crunch’ means more expensive mortgages, higher credit card bills, pain for pensions, savers and other investors for many people.  In the worst cases, it can lead to repossession and bankruptcy.

But help at hand for those wanting advice – Stockton Council is holding an event called ‘Busting the Credit Crunch’ on Tuesday, 10 February, with a host of professional agencies present to offer advice and support.

Held at Stockton Parish Church, you can drop in any time between 2 – 7pm on the day and talk to representatives from Tees Credit Union, the Council’s Housing Benefits and Welfare Rights services, Stockton and District Advice and Information Centre, Tristar Homes and many others.

Refreshments will be available and crèche facilities can be arranged with prior notification.

To find out more, contact Kelly Smith on (01642) 526032 or email kelly.smith@stockton.gov.uk
Come and tell your story

Local people and schoolchildren are being asked to come forward to take part in a fascinating and unique project by Durham University.

The ‘People of the Tees Valley’ project is collating a host of information about past and present life as directly told by local people.

Residents can commit their memories to video as an historical archive, not only to be a treasured in the future but also be used by anthropology students at the University.

To take part, simply call in to Arc in Dovecot Street, Stockton, to make an appointment to be videod, or write to Andy Elliott, Cultural Development, Holliday Building, Durham University, Teesdale, Stockton TS17 6BH.

Interesting contributions so far include an eyewitness account of the bombing of Stockton during World War Two, a personal recollection of being a young apprentice at Stockton Engine Sheds (during the steam train era) and memories of working in the shipyards at Smith’s Dock – all intriguing and priceless.

So if you know anyone who may have an interesting tale to tell please do pass on this information!

Countryside events 

A new winter events programme for the Council’s countryside sites is now available, packed with all kinds of events, guided walks, talks and practical tasks the whole family can enjoy.

Most events are free and include many school holiday activities to keep the children amused.

This is also a great time of year to get your boots on to do a bit of walking in the Borough’s countryside and Countryside Rangers provide information on wildlife and local history and heritage on any of their guided walks. 

The leaflet also contains information on volunteering opportunities with the Parks and Countryside Service and on Stockton’s Health Walks Scheme.  The Council’s Countryside Service also offers guides to the Borough’s main country parks and a ‘Discover Historic’ series covering Cowpen Bewley, Norton and Yarm.

Pick up a copy at libraries and main Council buildings, call (01642) 527751 or 526877 or e mail parksandcountryside@stockton.gov.uk

Join the Silver Singers:  If you’ve a song in your heart waiting to get out, why not explore your singing voice with the Silver Singers?  The group meets every Wednesday from 1-2.30pm at Arc in Stockton, where you can pop in and see what it’s all about.  The group has already performed at the Sage, Gateshead.  Sessions cost £3 and no experience is necessary, so why not come and join the wlcoming atmosphere and meet some new friends.  To find out more call Rebecca Pedlow on (01642) 
384687.

Shops open in Thornaby’s new look town centre

Shops have re-opened in the first phase of the £30 million redevelopment of Thornaby Town Centre and the new car park is open for visitors.  Work is now under way on three new retail kiosks next to the Library, as well as the extension and refurbishment of the Library itself.

Alan Iveson of Jalz Hairdressing has relocated to improved premises downstairs, after 30 years in his previous salon.  He said: “The new building is lovely and is a better shape for a salon, being long and narrower.”

The new block is also home to Barclays, William Hill, Ladbrokes, Keane Tanning Centre, T D Morton Opticians and Thornaby Post Office.

The new taxi rank is now complete and St Peter’s Square – home to the weekly market – now has attractive new paving.

Appleby House will be demolished in early 2009 to be replaced by a Lidl store.  The new block of national retail units opposite Wrightson House is due to open this spring, with the entire scheme expected to be completed by the middle of this year.
Managing offenders in the community

It’s essential for offenders to be properly managed when released from prison.

But with so many different organisations involved, it’s essential information can flow quickly and effectively in order to protect the public.

The Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) was introduced seven years again England and Wales to manage dangerous offenders in the community. 

MAPPA teams include representatives from the police, prison, probation and other relevant services to ensure joint working and information sharing effectively manages the risk to the public.  The vast majority of offenders subject to active MAPPA management do not seriously re-offend due to robust and effective management. 

The Stockton MAPPA team, which includes the Council, is also taking part in a Home Office pilot around the disclosure of information about child sex offenders in the community. 

Elaine Lumley, Chief Officer, Teesside Probation Area said:  “It’s vital we do everything possible to ensure the effective assessment and supervision of serious offenders living within the local community and that the public have confidence that all the organisations involved in this challenging task work closely together.

“One of our key roles in the Probation Service is also to ensure that the needs of victims of sexual and violent crimes are fully taken into account, both in keeping them informed and ensuring that their views and concerns are taken into account in the management of offenders.”

To see the full MAPPA Report for 2007/8, visit www.probabtion.homeoffice.gov.uk then search for ‘MAPPA’. 

For details of the Child Sex Offender Review pilot in Stockton, visit www.cleveland.police.uk 

Speak up!  

Would you like to learn the art of Public Speaking?  How to run meetings?  Or join in debates?  Then look no further than the Speak for Yourself Group, which meets at Newtown Community Centre, Durham Road, Stockton every other Monday at 7.30pm.  The next dates will be 9 and 23 February, 16 March and April 6 and  27.  Why not pop along and learn and new skill, gain confidence and meet new friends?
Volunteers set to transform lives

30 disadvantaged young people in Stockton are set to transform their lives and benefit the local community as part of a new national full-time volunteering programme.

Stockton Borough Council is one of only 34 local authorities nationwide to win £285,000 to pilot the new Government National V Awards, which encourage people in disadvantaged and deprived areas to consider careers in Children and Young People’s Services.  

The two-year programme will see 15 young people each year take part in a 44-week programme of vocational volunteering placements with the Council’s services for children and young people.

The volunteers, aged 16-25, will gain opportunities, training and experience in areas such as play work, nursery education, care services, youth work, leisure services, connexions and schools.

Recruitment begins in the New Year with the first volunteers due to begin their placements in April.

For more information, or to apply for a volunteer placement, call (01642) 524833.
Planning our green spaces

Our Borough has such a variety of green spaces – parks, woodlands, countryside, rivers, lakes and nature reserves.  Now the Council is working with other organisations to take a fresh look at how these areas are planned and managed.

Green spaces are not just as individual, isolated areas, but networks providing green corridors for wildlife, safe routes for walking and cycling, and making the Borough more attractive.  Proposals to take this further will be the subject of a draft Green Infrastructure Strategy, to be published in the spring.

We already know how much residents value greenspaces.  In last year’s Sport, Recreation and Leisure Survey, 2,705 people from across the Borough told us walking and enjoying the outdoors was their favourite leisure activity.  It also highlighted which parts of the Borough people want more green space.  But to help us prepare the strategy we need your views about your local ‘green infrastructure’ so look out for the next Stockton News for details of how to have your say.

The Council is also producing a Supplementary Planning Document on Open Space, Recreation and Landscaping.  This will help deliver higher quality open space and sports facilities with new developments and a consultation draft will be available shortly.

In the meantime, we have begun visitor surveys at local parks or green spaces.  Visit one of these areas and you may be asked to complete a GreenSTAT survey to provide us with some really useful data to help us plan for the future.  Or you can let us have your comments now – simply visit www.GreenSTAT.org.uk and register to complete a questionnaire. 
For more information on any of these, please contact Graham Clingan on (01642) 526870 or graham.clingan@stockton.gov.uk 
Supporting young carers

A project to help young carers and their families is to expand after the Eastern Ravens Trust gained additional funding.

The additional money for the Young Carers’ Project has enabled it to recruit a Young Carers’ Support Worker and a Family Support Worker, and to support more young carers in the Borough.

Tracey Hamilton, Manager at Eastern Ravens Trust, said:  “This is a massive benefit for young carers and their families in Stockton.  Now the project can raise awareness of young carers and their issues in schools and colleges, helping identify young carers and providing holistic support to the whole family.”

To find out more about the Young Carers Project call (01642) 678454 or email traceyhamilton@easternravenstrust.org
Sisterz do it with extra care

An extra-care scheme may seem a strange place to set up a hair and beauty business but the success of Sisterz is proof you’re never too old to want to look your best.

Sisterz is located within the Aspen Gardens complex in Hardwick, Stockton, which offers high quality accommodation to older people who need extra care but want to keep their independence.

So far, the lady residents – some of whom are as old as 92 – have opted for waxing, manicures and hair styling although some are reportedly even considering spray tanning.

Co-owner Jade Parker said:  “It’s not your ‘usual’ place to have a hair and beauty salon but the residents love the fact they don’t have to travel far and we have built up a good relationship with them.”

Sheila Lockran, a regular visitor to the salon, backed this up.  “It is really nice to have this kind of service on our doorstep.  The staff are really friendly and the whole experience makes me feel better,” she said.
Sisterz is also open to the general public – call them on (01642) 601606 to book.
Transferring Grave Rights

In the last Stockton News, we looked at leasing the Rights to a grave in the Borough’s cemeteries.  Here, we look briefly at what to do if the person who held the Rights has died.

The person who has leased the Rights is called “the Grantee” and may be buried without a transfer of the Rights.  However, before the burial of any other person can take place, or any memorial works can be approved, a legal transfer is needed to establish who can legally take ownership of the lease.

Our Bereavement Services Team are happy to guide you through the transfer, and will draw up a Statutory Declaration based upon the Will, or taking into account who is the lawful next of kin. 

All, but the most complex, transfers can be completed swiftly. To minimise the need for future transfers, we recommend that two or three people take ownership of the Rights when a transfer is required.

To find out more, call (01642) 527341/42, email us at bereavement.services@stockton.gov.uk or visit the Council’s website www.stockton.gov.uk
Tackling youth homelessness

Stockton Borough Council is taking steps to tackle homelessness in young people aged between 16–25 – not only when it occurs but also to prevent it in the first place.

Meeting young people’s needs when they are experiencing housing difficulties is not just about having a home.  It requires various agencies and organisations to work together to deal with all the issues surrounding homelessness.

In both 2007 and 2008, the Department of Communities and Local Government has named Stockton as the North East Regional Centre of Excellence for youth homelessness.

Lynn Sparrey, Stockton Council’s Modernisation Manager, said:  “Young people themselves are at the centre of our planning by giving us their ideas and talking about their experiences.  What they say sometimes challenges our assumptions.

“If a young person is threatened with homelessness in the Borough, they will be offered a range of options to help.  This may involve mediation with families, support with housing needs, access to housing benefit or looking at life skills courses for independent living.”

If you have concerns about a young person who may be homeless or at risk of being homeless, please call the Council’s Housing Options Team on (01642) 528389.
Tees Barrage training

Two of the nation’s junior slalom canoeists are using the world class Tees Barrage for training after GB Canoeing selected Andrew Martin, 15, from Seaham and Callum Cresser, 11, from Darlington, for an elite training camp.

Andrew represented Team GB in several European competitions and often competes against adults.  Callum won the British Championship in slalom canoeing for his age group for the last two years.

A £3.5m redevelopment of the Tees Barrage whitewater course will make it one of the most sustainable whitewater facilities, generating its own electricity through giant Archimedes screws which pump water around it.
New opportunities

The coming year will see changes to the way residents can access funding for social care services.

The changes involve the introduction of personal budgets, designed to give people more choice and control over the support and help they need with day-to-day activities.

Personal budgets will help put the user at the heart of the service, to become more involved in the design and delivery of the services they require.

Jane Humphreys, Stockton Council’s Corporate Director of Children, Education and Social Care, said:  “We are working with the national support organisation ‘In Control’ to help vulnerable people living in the Borough achieve greater control over their lives.  We are making changes to the way people are able to exercise choice and control over the support they need to live independently.

“In future people will be given the opportunity to make more choices about the way the services they need are purchased.”

For more information, call Peter Smith on (01642) 528446 or email p.smith@stockton.gov.uk
Well that concludes this edition. Thank you for listening and we look forward to bringing you the next edition at the end of March.
