Hello and welcome to the Christmas edition and final one of 2009.
We hope you find something of interest…please note there are two CDs and we begin with a message from Neil Schneider, Chief Executive of Stockton Borough Council  then listen out for all the Christmas festivities going on in the Borough you’ll also find more Christmas events and activities on the What’s On article at the end of the second CD.
Greater pressure on public finances means public services across the country face increasingly challenging times.  In Stockton, we need to retain our vision of delivering quality services which make a real difference to residents’ lives and we are working hard to set a budget which achieves the best possible value for money for the future.

Against this background, improvements taking shape in Billingham are encouraging.  The £15 million Forum refurbishment is progressing well, John Whitehead Park is being transformed, while the fantastic new SRC Bede Sixth Form has opened and the town centre has three new retailers.  Add the recent consultation on the plans of town centre owners, Stockland, for £20 million of improvements and Billingham’s prospects are brightening.

We hope the area could also benefit from exciting plans from Tees Valley Unlimited to place it at the heart of the Low Carbon Economy.  With Government support, the Tees Valley would benefit from up to £4 billion of investment by 2015 as a centre for green power, carbon capture, biofuels and other low carbon industry – read more in our next edition.

Continuing the ‘green’ theme, I am so proud Stockton is again a national Britain in Bloom champion.  We also look at the exciting academy proposals – now backed by Teesside University (congratulations on their recent success as The Times University of the Year!) and NHS Stockton-on-Tees – as part of the £180 million Building Schools for the Future programme.

Finally, I hope you will visit our five-week Stockton Sparkles festival in Stockton town centre and take advantage of the wonderful entertainment and Christmas bargains on offer.

From everyone at Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
It’s ‘Chico Time’ in Stockton!

Stockton’s Christmas light switch-on will certainly have the X Factor this year, with music and entertainment for the whole family!

On Thursday, 26 November, host of guests include X Factor quarter-finalist Chico and local singer Scott James, who made it to boot camp this year.

Two talented young Middlesbrough footballers, Danny Coyne and Tony McMahon, join Santa on his sleigh along with all the other celebrities including the Mayor of Stockton and one of Enid Blyton’s most popular characters, Noddy, as they parade down the High Street.
The whole event kicks off at 4pm with Real Radio breakfast team presenters Beck and Kelly, 

Stockton High Street will be buzzing throughout the day and Noddy will have special dispensation to drive his little car in the Castlegate and Wellington Square shopping centres – so do look out for him!

Music comes from favourites Big Sigh and the Yawns, Hartburn School choir and youngsters local Heritage dance school.

All together:  Thornaby Town Council’s annual schools Christmas Carol Concert takes place on Wednesday, 16 December, when pupils from Thornaby schools will sing traditional and modern carols at St Paul’s Church, Thornaby from 1.30pm.  Everyone is welcome. 

Butterwick carol concert:  The wonderful 40-strong Levendale Singers will sing at a carol concert in aid of Butterwick Hospice, taking place at the Holy Trinity Church, Fairfield, on Saturday, December 5 from 7.30pm.  Tickets are limited, so book early. Costing £3 for adults (£1 for children), they are available from the hospice reception, or call Mandy on (01642) 628930.

Norton concert:  Christmas cake, mince pies and mulled wine accompany some top-class Irish folk music from leading North East exponents Shona Kipling (accordian) and Andrew Watt (mandolin/guitar) on Sunday, December 6 at St. Mary’s Church, Norton, 7.30pm-8.30pm.  In aid of Norton Music Festival, tickets cost  £8, or £5 for students and £6 for festival Friends – to book, call (01642) 355383 or email nortonmusicfestival@btconnect.com 

Gearing up for Christmas  

St John’s Church Centre, Durham Road, Stockton, is holding a free ‘pre-Christmas’ coffee morning and fayre from 10am on Saturday, November 28.  Meet Santa in his grotto or enjoy refreshments bric-a-brac, cakes, crafts and other stalls as well as a tombola and raffle.

A Fairytale in New York

Teesside favourites, The Wildcats of Kilkenny, present A Fairytale in New York on Sunday, 20 December at 3pm for the free event near to the stage which will be opposite Bishop Street Car Park with song sheets and encouragement provided so make sure you are part of Stockton’s biggest communal singalong. 

See www.stocktonsparkles.com for more details.
Good friends of Ropner Park

Ropner Park’s cafe is offering some festive spirit by catering for Christmas lunch parties – and is also preparing for a Christmas event to bring on the feel-good factor.  Christmas music, stalls and even a visit from Santa will add to the atmosphere on the morning of Sunday 20 December.  For 2010, the Friends of the Park are already planning a programme of events and concerts, with an emphasis on giving local musicians the opportunity to show their talents in a public on the bandstand.  To fine out more about the group visit www.forp.org.uk

Christmas refuse and recyling dates over the festive period

Normal Day                  



Revised Day

Friday 25 December                  


Monday 28 December

Normal collections will take place between 29 – 31 December

Friday 1 January                      


Monday 4 January

Normal collections will take place from Tues 5 January onwards.  We’ll collect old Christmas Trees on Saturday 9 January – please leave them outside of your property for collection.

Christmas – Think B4U Drink!

We all want to have fun over the seasonal period and many of us will be enjoying drinks with friends, parties, work events and other nights out.


As well as the effects on general health, drinkers often put themselves in risky situations they wouldn’t normally be in.

In partnership with the police and PCT, Stockton Council is launching a new Christmas Think B4U Drink campaign with a range of posters and beer mats with messages for men and women during the festive season.

If you are concerned about how much you are drinking, call 0800 876 6778 or visit www.nhs.uk/drinkcheck 

Christmas Tips

Get control of those spiralling Christmas costs with these simple tips:

· Buying energy saving appliances this Christmas can save electricity.  Find a full list of accredited products online at www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/northeast
· Christmas lights can be energy intensive – a switch to LED Christmas lights will cost you six times less to run!  Always remember to turn Christmas lights off when you go out or go to bed.

· Consider waste and efficiency when buying presents – choose gifts with minimal packaging. 

· Save and re-use wrapping paper where possible – sealing presents with string or ribbon makes it easier to re-use. 

· Buy cards made from recycled paper – or send e-cards instead of Christmas cards.

· Old Christmas cards can be used as present labels.

· Take reusable bags when you do your Christmas shopping.

For free, impartial advice on energy saving in your home, call 0800 512 012 or visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/northeast
£7 million Museum transformation is under way

The £7 million redevelopment of Preston Hall Museum and Park is under way, thanks to funding hrough the Heritage Lottery Fund and Stockton Council.

The three year project will see a new Collections’ Access Building and former lodge will become a new education centre for local students. The Victorian period street will be brought into use as a venue for family events.  

Preston Hall Museum is open 10am – 4.30pm from Tuesday to Sunday, with last admissions at 4pm, and closed on Mondays, except Bank Holidays.  The £1.30 adult and 60p child tickets are valid for unlimited visits for a year from issue.

Adapting to life 

If you’re an elderly or disabled resident and would like to adapt your home to make everyday things easier, Stockton Council may be able to help you.  

Our Private Sector Housing Division can carry out simple improvements – from installing grab and hand rails to larger projects such as installing stair lifts, access ramps, shower improvements or bedroom and bathroom extensions.  

An occupational therapist will visit you to assess your home and see what you need to live there independently. Because of the demand, it may take an average of six months before we can begin to help with your adaptation. Call the First Contact Team, call (01642) 527764.

Alan motors his way to meet Her Majesty

A volunteer Stockton motorcycle instructor with more than 25 years experience travelled to London for a very special cup of tea recently.  

Alan Chambers, from the Cleveland Motorcycle Training Scheme, left his leathers and helmet at home after being invited to meet the Queen and Prince Phillip at a Buckingham Palace garden party.

To find out more about motorcycle training, visit www.clevelandmts.co.uk or call (01642) 526732.

Applying for primary schools in 2010

If your child was born between 1 September 2005 and 31 August 2006, he or she will be due to start primary school next September.

To do this, you’ll need to fill in an application form, available from 30 November.  If your child is in a school nursery, you’ll receive a pack through the school.  If not, and you want a place in one of our schools, please ring the Council’s School Admissions team on (01642) 526605 and we’ll send one out. You can also apply online at www.stockton.gov.uk/schooladmissions 

If you don’t want to run the risk of not getting your child into your preferred school, you must return your form to us by 22 January, when the website also closes.

Big improvements for five Stockton schools

Five local primary schools have benefited from almost two million pounds of investment over recent months. Levendale Primary, Mill Lane Primary and Wolviston Primary have all undergone major improvements to their nurseries and reception, while High Clarence Primary has a new main hall and extensively refurbished kitchen, all thanks to funding from the Government’s Primary Capital Programme.  Other grants helped improve the nursery and reception at The Links Primary.

Incorporating the nurseries within the school will improve delivery of the Early Years curriculum which includes personal and creative development, communication and problem solving skills and numeracy.

Book now for charity dinner dance

The Worshipful the Mayor of Stockton is inviting people to pull on their dancing shoes in aid of charity with the Annual Charity Dinner Dance 2010. Councillor Paul Kirton and the Mayoress, Mary Kirton, are hosting the annual charity event on Friday, February 5 at 7pm at the Wynyard Rooms, Wynyard Park House, Billingham. The black tie event, in aid of the Mayor’s Benevolent Fund, features a four course meal after which you can dance the night away until carriages at midnight. Tickets for this exclusive event cost £50.  To book, contact the Mayor’s Office on (01642) 528161 or email susan.walton@stockton.gov.uk 

Bus passes at Thornaby

The Customer Service Centre in the library at Thornaby Town Centre offers a new service for people to register for the free over-60s passes for free bus travel. To register, you’ll need to provide a document showing you live within Stockton Borough – a utility bill or driving licence – and a document such as a birth certificate or passport to show your date of birth.
Staff will register your details and take a digital photo before quickly sending your pass out in the post.  

The centre is open on Mondays – Fridays from 8.30am – 5pm (4.30pm on Fridays), and on Saturdays between 10am – 1pm. Replacement passes cost £5 for the first loss, £10 thereafter.

ContactPoint is a new national contacts list for people who work with children and young people.

Introduced across Stockton Borough in November, it will play a vital part in improving services, delivering earlier support for children who need it and helping safeguard those at risk.

ContactPoint provides a quick way for people working with children to find out who else is working with the same child.  It helps them contact each other and the young person, parents or carers quickly, making it easier for them to work as a team.

For families, it means a more coordinated approach from health, social care and education workers, less time wasted on duplication and more time to provide better services.

Part of the Government’s Every Child Matters plan, which all councils follow, ContactPoint holds details of:

· Child’s name, address, gender, date of birth and a unique identifying number

· Contact details for parents/carers

· Contact details for services working with a child

By law, ContactPoint cannot hold any case information such as medical or school records, assessments, etc.  The secure system can only be used by people who need it to do their jobs, who will all be trained and security checked first.

To find out more about ContactPoint call (01642) 524700, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/contactpoint or email contactpoint@stockton.gov.uk
Can he fix it? Yes he can

Congratulations to Michael Johnson, a Tees Achieve’s Advanced Joinery apprentice, who has been offered a full time position with Tristar Homes. 

19-year-old Michael, from Grangefield, was made redundant from his previous employer in March.  But thanks to Tees Achieve, Stockton Council’s apprenticeship and entry to employment training programme, he quickly found a placement with Tristar.

Parking solution for Tristar Neasham site

The former Tristar Neasham site in Thornaby could soon become a temporary car park after planning permission was granted to clear the buildings.

Vacated in 1994, it has become an eyesore but Stockton Council has been working with the site’s owners, Midland Investments, for several years to bring this to an end.

Following discussions between the two, the buildings will be demolished to provide spaces for 150 cars, 10 motorcycles and 5 cycles, with 9 disabled parking bays for up to five years.

The privately-run development will enhance the gateway into Thornaby’s newly-redeveloped £30 million Town Centre, alleviating pressure on town centre parking and improving things for nearby residents, who have found office parking overspilling onto their streets.

Charlotte has the edge

Norton figure skater Charlotte Watson, 14, is skating to success as part of the Tees Active Sports Academy.

She recently finished tenth in championships at Sheffield, against 39 other skaters and is now able to enter the highest level of teenage competitions.  Her efforts have won official recognition as Charlotte became a member of the Great Britain regional development team, which gives her the opportunity to represent Britain in future international championships.

 

To find out about the Tees Active Sports Academy call Allan McDermott on (01642) 528772

Club scores a winner

Stockton Town football club has a double reason to celebrate its first birthday – as well as the anniversary of its move into a new home, the icing on the cake came when, with a local primary school, it scooped a top Football Association award. 

Whitehouse Primary and the club together won the FA School Club Links – a national award which representatives of both received on the Wembley pitch before England’s game with Slovenia in September.

Stockton Town FC began its links with Whitehouse Primary School last year and up to 50 boys and 30 girls now attend the after-school football club.  

Cold shoulder for cold callers

Stockton Council is helping residents deal with cold callers by expanding ‘no cold calling’ zones.

The Crescent, Eaglescliffe has joined 11 others where new signs send out a clear ‘no cold calling’ message.  Incorporating Neighbourhood Watch and Police logos and fixed to lamp posts and walls, they mark the area of the zone.  Residents are also offered window stickers.  

Zones may be introduced where the majority of residents favour the scheme and ask the Council to introduce them.

Stockton Council’s Trading Standards officers are asking residents to report any traders ignoring the zones. 

Council scoops national awards

Two teams from Stockton Council have won national acclaim in the Annual Public Service Excellence awards, held in Cardiff. 

The awards are dedicated to rewarding excellence in front-line local government public services. 

The Council’s Democratic Services team won the ‘Best Elected Member Development Initiative’ for their online support system for Councillors, while the Catering team took home the ‘Best Service Team: Catering’ award.  

This year saw more pupils choosing school meals, improved menu choices and children learning the benefits of healthy food.  

Cutting down on compensation  
The Council has worked hard to make sure our footpaths and roads are as safe as possible.  We do what we can to maintain them and our overhauled inspection and maintenance systems and extra investment has reduced the number of claims where compensation was made from 15 in 2004/5 to just one paid claim in 2008/9.

Day in the Life

Debbie Henderson

Libraries are at the heart of communities, offering far more than just books to everyone from toddlers to pensioners.

But not everyone can get to their local branch – and this is where Debbie Henderson comes in!

As Library Home Delivery Service Officer for Stockton Borough Council, Debbie makes sure no one has to miss out on enjoying all that libraries have to offer.

Heading out in her van, Debbie covers 11 routes over a rolling three-week period, delivering a variety of materials including books, CDs, DVDs and even toys to residents across the Borough.

As Debbie explains, there are many reasons why people use the service:  “It is open to anyone who can’t access the library in a normal way, such as elderly and frail people who are housebound, those with illnesses and carers of adults and children.  Our service means they can choose the materials they want and we deliver them straight to their door.”

With the festive season approaching, Debbie is working with pupils at local primary schools to design Christmas cards.  On the last drop-off before Christmas, every user of the service will receive one of the specially made cards.

Debbie works closely with organisations such as Aiming High, the George Hardwick Foundation and Stockton Parent Support to give carers the chance to receive much more than just books.

Last year, the Library Home Delivery Service launched a new reading group for housebound readers, which Debbie has been involved in from the start.

Working with Community Transport, it enables housebound readers to meet and discuss books.  They are taken to and from the Roseworth Library where they meet once a month.

Stockton Libraries also have the BookBus, which visits nursing and care homes, and the 

Debbie started her library career 21 years ago as a part time library assistant at Roseworth Library – and her passion for books has not waned a single bit!

To find out more about the Housebound Library Service, call (01642) 528045.

Know your Puffin from your Pelican

Puffin – “Pedestrian User Friendly Intelligent” – crossings work in a similar way to Pelican crossings but are better for pedestrians, particularly those who may need more time to cross.

The green and red man signals are now above the push-button, making it easier for pedestrians to see.  What’s more, ‘on-crossing’ detection tracks pedestrians across the full width of the crossing and prevents traffic from seeing a green signal until all pedestrians have crossed the road. 

They are also better for drivers as the ‘on crossing’ sensors can also detect if the pedestrian has walked away from the crossing and prevent the red signal stopping traffic when no one needs to cross.

Drop us a line for parent support

A nationwide charity is offering free, confidential support to Stockton parents.

Parentline Plus offers a wide range of services for parents seeking help and advice about their children – including a 24/7 confidential helpline, website and one-to-one support covering issues ranging from teething, tantrums and schools to swine flu.

The charity also offers a free social networking website for parents of teenagers at www.gotateenager.org.uk packed with innovative support activities including online comic books, interactive quizzes, blogs and more. Reach the service free from all landlines and most mobiles on 0808 800 2222, email parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk or visit www.parentlineplus.org.uk 

Drug user’s lives in words and pictures

The most personal thoughts and feelings of local drug users are laid bare in a specially commissioned book of poetry and artwork.

‘Stay Safe’ features dozens of poems and stark, challenging images by recovering drug addicts from the region.  Created under the guidance of professional artists and writers, the book allows the recovering addicts to examine their own lives and the impact of their addiction on the people around them. For a copy of ‘Stay Safe’, call (01642) 528457.

Easy access

Did you know that the Council spends £40,000 per year on installing new and improving crossing points? Making access easier for wheelchairs and prams is a priority and helps people to enjoy smoother journeys. Every new road safety or maintenance job also includes upgraded crossing facilities to cater for vulnerable road users.  Please let us know about any crossings you think need upgrading to help wheelchairs and prams by emailing technicalservices@stockton.gov.uk or calling (01642) 526709 with the details.  However, the high volume of requests received mean we need to prioritise these, with the highest rating given to those benefiting the wider local community.

Environmental news

Stockton takes the lead in protecting the environment.

Electric vehicles

Under the Council’s drive to reduce our carbon footprint, our Care For Your Area street cleansing team has just acquired two battery powered pick-up vehicles. Direct replacements for two similar sized but life-expired diesel powered pick-ups, these vehicles can now be seen out and about around the Borough collecting bagged litter for disposal. 

Government recognition for Council

The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has recognised Stockton as the only English council to have committed to a high level of action to prepare and adapt for the impact of Climate Change. 

In response to the devastating floods of 2007, the Government introduced new measures to assess councils’ progress in tackling climate change.  Under these, Stockton is the only authority to report a high level of commitment to climate change, which includes having a Climate Change Action Plan in place and prioritising action in key areas of service delivery.  

Priorities include:

· Protecting areas prone to surface water flooding 

· Creating a landscape to provide cooling green spaces, natural drainage and shelter from wind and rain 

· Training staff to help with extreme weather emergencies
· Ensuring buildings and roads can cope with extreme weather, such as flash floods or heat waves 

You can download the Action Plan from www.stockton.gov.uk/climateactionplan.  

Some simple steps you can take are at www.stockton.gov.uk/climatechangegettingready
Fantastic football fun

40-plus Primrose Hill youngsters enjoyed ten weeks of footballing fun, thanks to the Newtown Community Resource Centre, the council’s Youth Support Services and the Positive Activities for Young People fund.

Runners up in the Teesside Junior Alliance League, their under-12s A team won the Cleveland 7-a-side Youth Cup, with a player’s award going to Liam Parkinson.  Their B team won the league, with Glenn Lancaster also named ‘player of the matches’, and reached the cup semi-finals, while two under 9s teams finished 3rd and 4th in the league, with Chloe Buckley gaining an amazing seven “Man of the Match” awards.

Get Active!

The Council has launch Stockton Active Travel with sustainable transport charity Sustrans and NHS Stockton-on-Tees.

“The project’s aim project is simple – to persuade more people to do a few journeys on foot or in the saddle,” said Project co-ordinator Paul Morrison.
“We’re not trying to ban cars or suggest every journey can be made on a cycle but if we can encourage people to make shorter journeys on foot and cycle a few times a week the impact can be huge.  It will help the environment, improve fitness and should even save people money.”

With Big Lottery funding, the Active Travel project will feature: 

The Hub – a Stockton town centre shop unit where people can store bicycles, find out about guided cycle and walking events, get cycle training and advice about safe active travel.  

Business activity – local businesses are already involved, with Serco hosting a weekly walk, Durham University’s Queen’s Campus pool bike scheme and regular guided rides and HM Revenue and Customs’ weekly ‘power walk’ session.  Tristar Homes’ pool bike programme sees several staff cycling to meetings.

Guided rides and walks – experienced leaders will offer regular walks and cycle rides, including a weekly walk with mental health charity Mind Maze every Tuesday, 11am. Call (01642) 803441 to find out more.

Disabled riders have also proven disability need be no barrier to being active by taking part in guided cycle rides.  A blind rider has taken part on a tandem, loaned by the Teesside Society for the Blind, and led by a sighted rider.  Other specialist vehicles include two tricycles for people whose disability makes riding a regular bicycle impossible and a ‘tag along’ tricycle which will be towed behind another bicycle.

For more details, email: paul.morrison@sustrans.org.uk
Give life a lift
A programme of team work, communication skills and self-confidence has helped divert young people at risk of anti-social behaviour, offending or exclusion into more positive lifestyles. Called ‘Give Life a Lift’, it saw 8-16 year-olds and their parents join staff from the Council’s Preventions team for a great experience, supported by Cleveland Fire Service.
This was the first time whole families had taken part in ‘Give Life a Lift’, which develops team work, communication skills and self-esteem, and was a great opportunity to for them to engage in new and shared experiences.

Happy memories!…  11 young people from Youth Space had a fantastic time on camp in Dalby Forest earlier this year, taking part in night walks, mountain biking and other activities.  They rounded off the trip in fancy dress as fairies and pixies! 

Youth Space is a programme to engage and support year 10 and 11 pupils to achieve by building self esteem and confidence.

Have your say on local transport

The Council is currently developing its next Local Transport Plan to cover the years 2011 – 2016 and it’s your opportunity to tell us your views. Some exciting new projects are on the horizon, such as the Tees Valley Bus Network improvements and the Tees Valley Metro.
To help influence these major schemes, please complete a Local Transport Plan Survey online at www.stockton.gov.uk/ltpsurvey  or to ask for a copy of the survey call (01642) 526709 or email technicalservices@stockton.gov.uk
Help to update your CV

A new project at Elm Tree Community Centre to help people back into work could assist you in updating your CV.

Anyone can use the service at the Centre’s computer facility – it doesn’t matter where you live or how long you’ve been out of work.  A member of staff will be on hand to offer advice and guidance with CVs, job applications and updating your IT skills to help improve your employability.

The project is supported by the Targeted Support Fund through Tees Valley Community Foundation. To find out more, call the centre on (01642) 611333.

Hitting the high notes!

13 talented Tees Valley music students are to perform at the Royal Albert Hall.

The unique Yangchin group, part of the Tees Valley Music Service, were award-winners at this year’s National Festival of Music for Youth and, as Stockton News went to print, were preparing to join the UK’s best young musicians at the annual Schools Prom at the Albert Hall in November.

Yangchin perform music from around the world by combining familiar sounds, such as flute and guitar, with more exotic instruments.  
Any musicians aged 13-17 years interested in joining the Yangchin Group can find out more by calling Tees Valley Music Service on (01642) 603600.

Improving your home

Are you aware of the popular Handyperson Service from Stockton’s Home Improvement Agency – HIA – and did you know it can do much more than just small jobs?

To help older and disabled people remain in their own homes, the HIA has taken over the contract for installing minor adaptations and expects to carry out more than 2,800 of these each year.

To find out more, call Broadacres Home Improvement Agency on (01642) 345257.

In the running…

A Thornaby school is shortlisted for a national award recognising innovative and inspirational learning outside the classroom. The winner will be announced early in December.

St Patrick’s RC Comprehensive School was shortlisted for its enthusiasm in teaching students about historic sites and bringing the past to life.  Using local history sites, the school has brought fresh thinking into the curriculum, benefitting the students through hands-on learning outside the classroom.

Infinity reigns supreme
The new Infinity Bridge has scooped another prestigious award – the structural profession’s ultimate prize.

Its stunning double-arch design helped the bridge beat strong competition at the annual Structural Awards, run by Institution of Structural Engineers, with more than 100 global entries from stadia to public buildings and bridges to private houses.

Initially named ‘Best Pedestrian Bridge’, the Infinity Bridge went on to win the overall ‘Supreme Award’.

Judges said:  “This bridge celebrates the ingenuity and structural artistry of the engineer, and sets a new standard for adventurous and structurally dramatic pedestrian bridge design.”
Meanwhile, Thornaby mother-of-three, Pain Ainsley, is hoping to snap the top prize in a national photography competition celebrating Britain’s heritage and landscape, with a stunning picture of Infinity Bridge. Pam was shortlisted in the Sunday Times Take a View competition for the Landscape Photographer of the Year 2009 award.  Crowned UK Professional Event Photographer in 2006, Pam runs Hopes and Dreams Photography.

It’s animal magic!

The Council’s Animal Welfare and Animal Health team’s commitment to animal welfare has earned national recognition from the RSPCA. Stockton has won the Innovator Award for councils which pioneer new ways to tackle animal welfare issues – part of the RSPCA’s Community Animal Welfare Footprints and Innovator Awards.The service also reached the Footprints Gold Standard for dealing with stray dogs.  This scheme is officially supported by the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health and Trading Standards Institute.

Join the revolution at ARC

There’s a chance to join in “A Very British Revolution” when former BBC journalist and politician Martin Bell talks about his new book, “A Very British Revolution: the Expenses scandal and how to save our democracy”, covering the MP’s expenses scandal, the state of parliament and the future of politics.

At ARC on Thursday, December 3 at 7.30pm, tickets cost £2.  Available from Arc Box office on (01642) 525199 or Stockton Central Library on (01642) 526522, you can also book online at www.arconline.co.uk or from any Stockton Borough Library.

Kicking the habit
Support to help drug users kick the habit has been given a boost in Stockton.

The Council’s Drug and Alcohol Action Team (DAAT), with NHS Stockton-on-Tees PCT, has created a new treatment system to:

· Give greater support to help people come off prescribed medication such as methadone; 

· Offer more opportunities for recovering users to access education, training and employment; 

· Provide aftercare for people who have undergone rehabilitation to prevent relapsing and help them reintegrate into the community; 

· Support those coming out of prison clean of drugs or leaving drug treatments without them having to be part of a structured treatment programme; 

· Provide outreach support; 

· Offer dedicated key-worker support to patients attending the specialist drug treatment GP practice on wider issues such as housing and education; 

· Support family members affected by drug abuse. 

Effective drug treatment services help the wider community as well as individuals, because getting recovering drug users get back on their feet is one of the best ways to reduce drug related offences.  In 2008/9, 1,249 drug users in the Borough accessed treatment. 

Stockton Council’s Drug and Alcohol Action Team runs a 24-hour advice and support helpline for drug users and their families - 0800 0522050.  Anyone wanting to report a drug related crime can anonymously ring Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Laura swims her way to success

Competing in the UK School Games in Swansea brought medal success for Eaglescliffe teenager Laura Allison, 14, who took bronze in both the 400m and 200m individual medley as part of the England North team.The four-day UK School Games gives school-aged athletes the feel of major events such as the Olympics, Paralympic and Commonwealth Games.

To find out more about swimming, call Tees Active Swimming Development on (01642) 528540 or visit www.teesactive.co.uk 

Libraries - see what’s on offer

Residents had the chance to make the most of what libraries have to offer recently as the Council’s Library Service hit the road. Shoppers at Tesco on Durham Road were able to find out more about their nearest library, sign up for library membership, browse and even take out books – all during their weekly shop. Libraries also offer services such as reading and poetry groups, free internet access and other IT support, facilities to research local and family history and a range of events for people of all ages, backgrounds and interests – plus a home delivery and mobile library service.To find out more visit your local branch, call (01642) 526522, visit www.stockton.gov.uk/libraries or follow Stockton’s libraries on twitter:  twitter.com/stocktonlibrary or search on facebook for Stockton Borough Libraries.

Making a Splash

The first phase of the £2.5 million extension to Splash is now complete.

Visitors to the newly enlarged gym have the latest fitness technology, with more than 70 pieces of equipment including 20 cardio vascular machines. The brand new activity hall includes dance pads, while a Zig Zag Sports Wall combines a cardio workout with a computer game! With new changing facilities and an activity hall also complete, work continues on two specialist fitness studios, an enlarged café and a new reception area.

· Thousands of people are making use of the free swimming scheme for under-16s and over-60s, with more than 28,000 free swims at the Borough’s pools over the summer holidays.  To find out more, call (01642) 526251.

Marriage at The Swan

The Swan on Wolviston Road, Billingham, is now a venue for Civil Ceremonies.The Council’s Registration Service conducted the first wedding there in September for John Bell and Sandy Gibson, both 67, from Billingham. For details about the different services available telephone the Registration Service on (01642) 527720, email registrars@stockton.gov.uk or go online at www.stockton.gov.uk/citizenservices/registeroffice/
New future for Council housing?

The Council is assuring tenants they will have the final say on the future of the Borough’s Council housing.

Transfer of our housing stock to a newly created housing association would mean a £600 million investment in homes and services over the next 30 years – much more than the Council could spend.

The Council is backing such a transfer in a bid to attract such investment in homes.  It would see a new-style Tristar Homes become a housing association and own and manage the Council’s 10,600 homes.  Unlike the Council, the new-style Tristar could borrow money and would have access to additional funds to improve homes and services.

In coming months, tenants will be consulted on the services and property improvement they want to see before a ballot next spring.  Tenants are urged to read the newsletter ‘Your Home, Your Say’ and to take part in the Housing Futures Customer Group - a tenant forum for opinions on the proposed housing transfer plans.

For more information, tenants can contact the Council’s Housing Futures Team on Freephone 0800 432 0891 or email: housing.futures@stockton.gov.uk
New retailers in Billingham

Three new retailers have opened in Billingham Town Centre – just as work started on the £15 million refurbishment of the Forum leisure complex.

Ethel Austin, Au Naturale and Grainger Games have all recently opened their doors. Nine new lettings this year have seen more than 90 per cent occupancy in Billingham’s retail units, demonstrating its viability as a shopping centre.

Town Centre owners, Stockland, are consulting with residents and businesses on the masterplan for the Centre. 

Work continues on the major refurbishment of Billingham Forum, which will see the much loved facility transformed into a modern and vibrant leisure complex and theatre.  The Forum closed in July for the 18 month multi-million refurbishment.

Elsewhere, Bizzy B, owners of the former ICI headquarters at Billingham House, were fined for breaching a legal Notice to demolish or refurbish the building by the end of 2008.  Bizzy B are in negotiations with a local developer to bring it back into use.

Scheme helps private landlords

A new accreditation scheme is helping support the work of private landlords.Stockton Council has launched the scheme to promote viable and robust private sector rented housing across the Borough.  It already works with the private rented sector by checking references for potential tenants. The Council is inviting private landlords to join the Accreditation Scheme.  You can find application forms at www.stockton.gov.uk or, to find out more, call Paul Rodgers on (01642) 528533. 

Northfield School displays its art 

Students from a Billingham secondary school, which successfully now runs from two separate sites, have produced some fantastic artwork to be put on display for the public.

In September 2009, Northfield School was enlarged, due to the closure of Billingham Campus, becoming one school operating on two sites - Thames Road and Marsh House Avenue.

The unmissable artwork has been created by Year 10 and 11 students from both sites joining together to produce a combined exhibition of their art which consists of paintings and models.  The exhibition, which is part of their examination work, will be on display in Preston Hall up until Sunday, December 6.

Norton Hockey ‘ClubsFirst’:  Norton Hockey Club has scored a huge success after receiving the prestigious England Hockey’s ‘ClubsFirst’ status, recognizing its safe, effective and child-friendly hockey environment.  For details about the club visit www.nortonhockey.co.uk
Norton Festival hailed a success!

Norton-based Dawn Seymour rose to the huge challenge of creating and organising Norton’s first Music Festival.Classical musicians and dancers from across the world performed at venues like St Mary’s Church on Norton Green, nearby Red House School and Cleveland Theatre School in Billingham. Those lucky enough to see some of the outstanding performances hailed it a major success. Organiser Dawn is already negotiating for next year’s acts.  
Obituary

We are sad to report the death of much respected former Labour councillor, Alderman Dora Redican, in October.  Dora represented the former Mile House Ward (now Roseworth) from 1976 until 1999 and was Mayor of Stockton in 1995/96, becoming an Honorary Alderman in 2000.

Park and Stride

A trial scheme – dubbed ‘park and stride’ – aims to reduce school gate congestion at Durham Lane Primary School, Egglesciffe. The idea is to encourage parents to park their cars in the nearby Egglescliffe Library on Durham Lane.  From there, a safe walking route features footsteps in the school’s colours.  New parking arrangements will avoid school gate congestion. Pupils also count the number of cars at the library and outside the school. 

The ‘park and stride’ plan follows the school’s 2008 School Travel Plan aimed at improving safety on the journey to and from school.

Park life in your Borough

We’re proud of the Borough’s parks and green spaces and continuing to improve them for everyone – to play in, enjoy nature, exercise or simply enjoy peace and quiet.

With the need to secure funding for the improvements from various sources, the enthusiasm of various residents’ associations has played a great part in successful bids, along with funding from Impetus, a Local Landfill Communities Fund Trust which helps community groups improve their local environment.

Thanks to the work of the Village Park Residents’ Association, recent improvements in Village Park include a creative play trail, where play equipment is complimented by local schoolchildren’s play designs marked on the footpath network.  There is also a brand new £55,000 Multi-Use Games Area funded by Impetus Environmental Trust, where people can enjoy playing a range of sports including cricket, basketball and football.

The Friends of Newham Grange Park received £103,700 from Impetus environment Trust to help with improvements.  The Friends’ support helped the bid succeed and the park now shows the results. 

A new footpath and repaired footbridge makes it easier for children to walk to school and an area of crumbling tarmac transformed into a bright new seating area with planting.
Artist David Stephenson worked on picnic bench designs with children from St John the Baptist and Whitehouse Primary schools.  He also designed four stone plinths with Grangefield school pupils, representing earth, wind, fire and water.  Take a walk in the Park and you’ll see the fruits of their work.

In Thornaby, Harewood Pleasure Gardens have also benefited from £125,000 of funding from Impetus Environment Trust. Through a bid from the Groundwork Trust the gardens have been given a complete makeover, including new footpaths and the installation of new benches.  The gardens are nicely enclosed by the renovated railings, which have been reset and painted.
Stockton has the Midas touch! 

The smiling faces of Stockton Council’s Care For Your Area team says it all as they triumphed in Britain in Bloom – Europe’s largest horticultural competition.

Scooping the Best City Category, Stockton received praise from the Royal Horticultural Society’s judges, who gave the highest possible Gold award.  They praised the Borough’s ‘noticeable improvement’ since Stockton’s 2007 victory.

The flowers in the High Street, Church Road, St Mary’s roundabout and Wellington Square also bowled them over.  Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, with its range of habitats and Visitor Centre, also impressed the judges who highlighted their approval of the volunteers who support the wildlife areas.
Romano Park officially opened

Stockton Borough’s newest park and play area – Romano Park, Ingleby Barwick –was declared officially open in September.

The £450,000 park has been two years in the planning and building.  Performing the  official opening, the Mayor of Stockton, Councillor Paul Kirton, was joined by BBC Tees Boro commentators Alastair Brownlee and Gary Gill with some children from local schools, including Will McCabe, who won a competition to name the park’s hill fort – the winning name being Quintillus Fort.

Romano Park was funded by Stockton Borough Council, Impetus Environmental Trust, Awards for All, Department for Children, Schools and Families and The Big Lottery.

Parking rules OK
No one likes paying for parking but it’s a fact of life.

Stockton Council operates on-street parking and many car parks and, where we charge, our charges are among the lowest in the Tees Valley.  

In the first of three articles, we answer some commonly asked questions.  Here, we look at the parking rules.

Why have parking restrictions? 

To stop on-street parking at dangerous locations such as corners or where it may interfere with the flow of traffic.  Where parking is permitted, it often has to be for a limited time to ensure a turnover of available parking spaces so more people can use them.  Some clearly signed and marked on-street spaces are reserved during the daytime for residents, blue badge holders or for loading.

Why do I have to pay to park? 

The Council’s parking service has to be self-financing, so costs don’t fall on the general Council Tax payer.  Currently, only in central Stockton do off-street car parks and certain streets operate as Pay and Display.  Any surplus from machine income and penalty notices has to be spent on improving car park facilities or public transport.

I’ve heard I can pay by my phone to park? 

First, register with RingGo by 'phone.  Then, each time you want to park, call RingGo and respond to the automated dialogue.  You can register and pay for a session all at once on your credit card.  Repeat calls are completed in seconds.  You can even opt for text reminders when the time is nearly up, to extend your stay.  In the Tees Valley, three councils have worked together so RingGo now operates in Stockton, Middlesbrough and Hartlepool car parks, as well as other parts of Britain.  Car parks offering this service are clearly signed with the RingGo contact and car park ID number.

Call RingGo on 0203 046 0010 or visit www.ringgo.co.uk for details.
What are the basic parking rules for the town centres of Stockton, Billingham, Yarm and Thornaby? 

Town centres are commercial areas.  Visitors can expect controls to create a turnover both of spaces and customers.  Parking charges, or controls on length of stay, are structured to attract short stay in the most convenient locations for shoppers and to push all-day commuter parking to the edges of the centre.  All our town centre car parks are well signed and the parking rules fully explained.

In Stockton, the Wellington Square and Castlegate multi-storey car parks are privately run.  Parking in Thornaby town centre is under private control, with enforcement by either ASDA or Thornfield.  Most car parks in Billingham town centre are now controlled by Stockdale.  In Yarm, disc parking limits stays to two hours.

Next issue we’ll look at what happens if these regulations are not followed and, in the final part, we’ll launch a ‘Think B4U park’ campaign aimed at the parking problems experienced in our residential streets.

Rapid response helps maintain independence

The rapid response and good customer service of the Council's Care Call community alarm service have helped it win a national award. 

The Telecare Services Association (TSA) award recognises community alarm services which offer an excellent service.  

Care Call provides more than 6,300 residents with 24-hour support, helping potentially vulnerable people maintain their independence in the community.

To find out more about Care Call, email Security.Surveillance@stockton.gov.uk or call (01642) 634768.

Ravens’ Lottery joy:  £257,000 from the Big Lottery Fund will help children and young people’s charity the Eastern Ravens Trust expand its work over the next five years, to support young carers into adulthood and give them a voice to raise awareness of the issues they face.  The young carers will develop a steering group to lead the project and deliver road shows to organisations involved with children and young people.

Registrars extend service 

Families will now find it easier to register a birth or death as the Council’s hospital-based registration service extends its opening hours.  

In January 2008, the Council piloted a birth and death registration service held three days a week at the University Hospital of North Tees, in the Centre for Carers and Patients, part of the George Hardwick Foundation.

The pilot has proven so successful the service has now been extended to Monday to Friday from 8.30am - 5pm in a new, purpose-built room on the ground floor of the hospital. 

Births and deaths must be registered in the district in which they occur.  The extended service offers flexibility to customers so they can register at the hospital and don’t have to make a separate trip to the register office in Stockton.

For more information about registering a birth or death, call (01642) 527720.

Roseworth Community Partnership

If you live in Roseworth (including Little Ragworth, Blakeston Court, Fern Park, Sheraton Park and Woodlands) and are passionate about improving your area, or just want to find out what is happening in it, an organisation is on hand to help.

Stockton Residents & Community Groups Association Limited (SRCGA) is actively working with Roseworth Community Partnership to help local residents, Stockton Council, the police, the Primary Care Trust, the Fire Brigade, local schools and churches to work together to enhance the quality of life for residents. 

If you have suggestions or ideas and would like to find out more, call James Hadman, Community Engagement & Empowerment Officer, SRCGA, on (01642) 733902 or email james.hadman@srcga.com
Safer in Stockton

The Safer Stockton Partnership, made up Council, police, PCT and fire brigade, have a raft of activities to make Stockton even safer.

Crucial Crew:  More than 2,230 primary school pupils took part in a range of ‘Crucial Crew’ events to learn the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour on the community.  
Safe at Home:  Making sure vulnerable and elderly residents of the Borough are safe in their own homes is a priority.  On referral, Police Crime Reduction Officers visit vulnerable and elderly people at home to offer advice and carry out a security audit.  They can supply and install locks, lights, chains or personal safety alarms free of charge.  For more information, call the Council’s Community Safety Team on (01642) 527613.

Winter Warmth:  The Safer Stockton Partnership introduced new Warm Packs to the Safe At Home Scheme last winter.  Led by Cleveland Fire Brigade, the tailored packs were given to keep vulnerable people warmer over the winter months and included leaflets with helpful tips, thermometers, wind up lighting, blankets and flasks.  

For more information, call (01642) 527613.

Saturday opening for credit union 

Popular demand has led Tees Credit Union expand its service to start a new Saturday morning collection point. 

The current economic climate has seen the credit union membership increase.  In response to this – and members’ changing needs – the credit union now runs a Saturday morning collection point at Stockton Parish Church from 10–11am.

Tees Credit Union is a community bank open to anyone living or working in Stockton Borough.  Governed by the Financial Services Authority, it is run by volunteers supported by paid staff, at convenient locations across the Borough. 

To find out more, call (01642) 753517 or email creditunion-tees@hotmail.co.uk
Sculpting ‘six-packs’

Men from across the Borough were put through their paces when they took part in a Council-run outdoor boot camp. Organised by Stockton Council’s Leisure and Sports Development team. For more information about bootcamp classes for men and women, call (01642) 526274.
Clubs and coaches rewarded

Sports clubs, coaches and volunteers from across the Borough won their just recognition at Stockton Council’s 2009 Club and Coach Awards evening.

The annual event recognises coaches and volunteers from a wide range of sports clubs for their hard work and dedication.

· Coach of the Year Award – Anne Clayton, Yarm Tennis Club
· Club of the Year Award - Stockton Amateur Swimming Club

· Young Volunteer of the Year Award - Rachel Peebles, Thornaby Swimming Club
· Volunteer of the Year Award - Irene Thomas, Stockton Amateur Swimming Club

· Working with Disabled Performers Award - Ruth Benson, Stockton Parent Support
· Lifetime Achievement Award - Keith Maude, Stockton West End Football Club

Standards committee members appointed

Appointments to three vacant independent Member positions on Stockton Council’s Standards Committee has been approved.

The Standards Committee develops and promotes high ethical standards among Members and Officers of Stockton Council and the area’s Town and Parish Councils.  It is made up of five elected Borough Councillors, two parish representatives and three independent members. 

An Appointments Panel recommended to Council the re-appointment of Francis Hayes as Chair of the Committee, also appointing Edna Chapman along with Michael Armstrong as Vice Chair.  All were approved.

The Panel also carried out an annual review of the current Parish representatives and re-affirmed their appointments along with a substitute Independent Member.

Applicants for a second substitute Parish representative position were also interviewed, with Reginald Rawlinson from Egglescliffe and Eaglescliffe Parish Council appointed.

The appointments run until September 2012.

Supporting parents:  For ten years, Stockton Parent Support has provided activities for young people aged up to 19 years who have complex health and additional needs.  Activities include dance, drama, Sportability, story telling, crafts and discos and there’s now a pilot offering basic food skills training, to bridge the gap for 13-19 year-olds.  To find out more, call (01642) 878137 or email stocktonps@yahoo.co.uk
Tackling empty homes

Empty homes come under the spotlight from 23 – 27 November – with Stockton Council playing its part in tackling the matter.

During Empty Homes Week of Action, the Council’s Empty Property Team is encouraging owners to get in touch for advice on returning houses to use.  2,000 local homes are empty, often through social decline and antisocial behaviour.

The Empty Property Team works with the owners to return these to use, offering advice on selling and renting and information on local contractors and developers looking to invest.

Where it is clear an owner is unable or unwilling to take action, the Council has a range of enforcement measures available to ensure the properties are brought back into occupation.

To report empty homes to the team or for advice and assistance in returning an empty property to use, call (01642) 526687 or e-mail emptyproperty@stockton.gov.uk
Carrots and sticks to tackle youth crime

Although the Borough does not have a major problem with youth crime, the Council and its partners are keen to see it reduce even further.

Out on the streets, Council workers regularly engage with young people to divert them towards a range of activities and provision and away from crime and anti social behaviour.  The alternatives are made clear and enforcement takes place when it’s required. 

Partners involved in the delivery of the YCAP programme include the  Council’s Integrated Youth Support Service, Anti Social Behaviour Team, youth workers, the Police and voluntary sector organisations such as the Corner House, Norton Grange, Five Lamps and A Way Out. 

‘Carrots’

Street Based Project – more than 200 young people are engaging in fun and constructive activities during the evenings and weekends – times which usually see an increase in youth crime and anti social behaviour.  Activities include sports, DJ workshops, a football cage, army cadets, sailing, weapons awareness, smoking cessation, community cohesion and cycle maintenance, often provided by the partnership. 

After Schools Patrols – towards the end of school terms, activities including go-karting, fishing and Right Traxx motorcycle maintenance and safety are offered to provide young people with opportunities, rather than see them resort to anti social behaviour induced by boredom.

Stay Safe – a big early success, Stay Safe sees police and Council youth officers remove young people at risk of harm while out on the streets, and place them in a safe venue until their parents come to collect them.  So far, they have removed 12 young people from potentially harmful situations, such as being out late at night with older youths and drinking alcohol, often without their parents realizing.
‘Sticks’

Reparations – More than 30 young people have taken part in court ordered reparations work, such as repainting fences or mending bicycles, in their own time.

Family Intervention Plan – with our partners at Fabric, the Family Intervention Programme sees seven local families receiving non-negotiable support to ensure the parents have the skills to properly support and guide their children, with sanctions if they don’t comply. 

Triathlon triumph

More than 200 people and 15 teams battled through the gruelling swimming, running and cycling challenges that made up the third Stockton Triathlon.

The exciting day saw sections of roads closed and traffic diverted as the town played host to competitors from all over the UK – and, for the first time, athletes in the men’s and women’s standard distance race were also competing for the North East title.

Natalie Batey of Ryton Tri Club swept away the competition to take the women’s Standard distance title,  with Jo Short first Veteran, Kay Stokes the Super Veteran winner and Crazy Stool Shakers the Relay winners.


But it was the men’s Standard distance event which got people talking.  The title was claimed by Robert West of One Life Racing in perhaps the most extraordinary result of the day.  Robert recorded the fastest overall time despite being a veteran, beating many younger people to claim both the veteran’s and overall titles!

Backed by British Waterways, which runs the Tees Barrage, the triathlon will return next year.

Victoria Bridge sees the light:  A twelve-week project between Stockton Council and JW (UK) to refurbish the lighting columns on Victoria Bridge, Stockton, is now complete.  The works has strengthened the column bases and installed lanterns which, although new, are more in keeping with the design of this iconic Victorian landmark.  The bridge could also receive Listed Building status.  To find out more, contact technicalservcies@stockton.gov.uk
Want to make a difference?

During Local Democracy Week, special events at the Town Hall helped residents meet local councillors and find out more about their role.

The events marked the start of an awareness campaign called ‘People just like you are Councillors’.  This aims to show that local councillors are ordinary people who have decided to serve their community, and to encourage others to think about doing so.  

The campaign will continue up to the next local elections in 2011, when the people of the Borough will be asked to elect the 56 people to act as its collective voice.  These people will influence how the borough is run and help shape its future.

If you are interested in standing for election or would like to find out what’s involved in being a councillor please call (01642) 526196 or email electoral@stockton.gov.uk
What good business

New and growing businesses can find the perfect base at Stockton Business Centre.

With 100 units of varying sizes, the Business Centre specialises in helping companies in their early months and years.  It provides managed office and workshop space within the town centre, along with an IT resource centre, broadband access and many other support services.

The Centre is operated by Stockton Council, whose Business Development Team is on hand to offer information and guidance – which can prove vital, whatever the economic climate.

Easy-in, easy-out terms make it attractive and staff at the Centre offer advice and support to its tenants and other local small businesses.  In the past two years, 44 businesses have passed through its doors.

One business benefiting from the facilities and support at the Business Centre is TJ Catering.  Operating the café there since February, they are cooking up a storm and have a five star stamp of approval from the Tees Valley Food Hygiene ratings.

Owner Tracy Johnston said:  “We employ one full time and two part time staff and, as well as operating the café, we do outside catering - a part of the business we’re looking to expand.”

The café is open both to businesses in the centre and the general public from 8.30am – 4pm from Monday to Friday and from 9am – 1pm on Saturdays.

Mark Rayner has just moved his new enterprise, Evolution Music, into the Business Centre.

Offering music tuition, it also acts as a booking agent for people looking to hire bands or DJs for weddings or corporate events.

To find out more, contact Stockton Business Centre at 70-74 Brunswick Street, Stockton, TS18 1DW.  You can call (01642) 527933 or email enquiries@stocktonbusinesscentre.org
DL Care Limited can be contacted on (01642) 345266, TJ Catering on 345181 and Evolution Music on 07854 784164

When the shark bites 

Tristar Homes has backed the Government’s crackdown on loan sharks.

It is helping to set up a forum called ‘inFInity’ consisting  of statutory and voluntary sector organisations specialising in financial inclusion and the effects of illegal money lending on their clients. A team is investigating loan sharks and offering help and advice to people involved with them.  So far two Stockton women have been charged with illegally lending more than £40,000 to a total of around 80 victims, using blackmail offences to recover the repayments. Tristar Homes, which manages Stockton’s Council houses, backs the initiative and uses its resources to offer tenants support. If you are the victim of a loan shark or would like to report illegal money lenders, contact the team in confidence on 0800 0304210.  Tristar Homes customers can also call 0844 736 0007 to speak to someone in confidence or arrange a meeting. 

Willows weekend  
16 young people from Stockton’s Willows Youth Club had a fantastic time abseiling, orienteering and problem solving whilst gaining knowledge and confidence during a residential weekend at Alston Outdoor Activity Centre in Northumberland.  Some chose to have dry slope ski lessons, others explored the Tyne Bottom lead mine to learn about its history and ten abseiled down a 35ft waterfall to gain points for the group.  The weekend was a great success and was funded by Stockton YouthBank Youth Opportunity Fund.  
World class experience for Lucy

Stockton canoeing sensation Lucy Gardener, 31, braved uncharted waters and 40 degree heat to represent the UK in an international competition, finishing fifth in the 200m Disabled Sprint Kayaking at the ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships in Canada.

For details of kayaking and sailing for disabled people, call the Centre on (01642) 528689.
February referendum date likely 

A referendum on how the Council should be run is likely to take place during February, with all local government electors in the Borough entitled to vote.

Changes in legislation mean the Council must adopt either a system involving a Council Leader with a Cabinet, or an elected Mayor with a Cabinet.

The Council is currently considering the results of recent consultation to assess local people’s views, and will soon announce which option electors will be asked to vote on.  The new system will be introduced in 2011. 

The next edition of Stockton News will explain more about the referendum.

· To vote in the referendum, you must be on the Electoral Register for Stockton Borough – to check you are on it, you need to make an appointment to view it at Municipal Buildings, Stockton.  For information, call (01642) 526196 9am-5pm on weekdays (4.30pm on Fridays) or email electoral@stockton.gov.uk  You can still register up to the end of January.  
Help for struggling homeowners 

If you are a homeowner and struggling with finances, you could benefit from a new free Council service.

The Housing Options Service can help all homeowners, regardless of income and, since May, has helped more than 30 homeowners at risk of repossession.  

If you are looking for accommodation or facing housing difficulties and would like to know more about low cost home ownership and private rented accommodation, call in to Housing Options Service at Stratford House, 11 – 12 Ramsgate, Stockton or phone (01642) 528389.

New lease of life for historic building

An historic Stockton town house has a new lease of life as a community facility following a £390,000 lottery-funded refurbishment.The Five Lamps Organisation is taking on the grade II* listed town house at 32 Dovecot Street to extend its services to local communities.From early December, Five Lamps will offer a range of services such as community learning, skills and enterprise training and financial inclusion initiatives.Renovations will also improve the appearance of the surrounding area.

Sound Pod has arrived!

Imagine a room filled with electric and bass guitars, keyboards, percussion stations and drum kits – each grouped to suit 12 separate pop or rock bands.   Let’s call them ‘Pods’. 

Now fill the room with students and imagine them playing together…

That’s what we have in Stockton thanks to a brilliant new facility, unique in the UK, run by Tees Valley Music Service (TVMS).

The amazing ‘Sound Pod’ teaching studio is like just one other – and that’s in the USA.  Here young and old, experienced or beginner can come together, learn and be inspired.

Globally renowned session musician Craig Blundell launched the state-of-the-art, multi music-making and learning venue in October. 

Based at TVMS, on Bishopton Road West, Sound Pod consists of 12 discrete ‘pods’, the instruments in each linked to a central console.  From this, the teacher can instruct students by headphone, individually or as a group, while images projected onto a wall can show fingering patterns for guitars and keyboards.

Schools and local residents across the Tees Valley can use the facility to learn musical instruments, read music and progress through music grades. 

Sound Pod was inspired by Dan Jones, the Stockton and Hartlepool Area Development Co-ordinator for TVMS and current UK Peripatetic Music Teacher Of The Year.

Special accolade for Mike

Teaching children with special educational needs has been the lifetime work of Mike Vening  who recently scooped a prestigious national teaching award.Mike was presented with the Ted Wragg Award for Lifetime Achievement at the 2009 UK Teaching Awards in London in October. With 21 years at Abbey Hill School in Hardwick Stockton – 11 as Head Teacher – he has a wealth of knowledge and experience in how to bring out the best in youngsters. Mike is now retired but, thanks to his efforts, Abbey Hill was the country’s first special school to become a technology college.  
Jade’s shop is a gem!

As Stockton News went to print, Jade Stephenson was getting ready to open the doors to her new shop, Wardrobe, in Wellington Square.

The 21 year old received a huge boost, winning a free shop unit for a year in a competition run by the Centre’s owners. The competition, supported by Stockton Council, aimed to find the best young retail business idea. 

Jade has based her business plan around a high street version of eBay, selling hardly worn designer clothes and returning a percentage of the profits to the seller or a charity of their choice.
Tristar stars!
Tristar Homes has honoured a unique selection of people at its first ever Customer Awards after hearing many fantastic stories from staff, customers and board members.

In October Tristar rewarded five customers for their excellent contribution to the community in the past year; as well as an extra special award for one of the winners. 

The categories were Best Garden, Good Neighbour, Resident of the Year, Young Achiever and Personal or Community Achievement.

The special award, called the ‘Pride of Tristar’, saw the Resident of the Year Norma Pearson, 70, of Billingham surprised on the night as she was acknowledged for her tremendous efforts and continuous commitment to helping others. 

Norma has taken an active role in the development of the community where she lives. Over the last 12 years she has been running clubs, organising events and even catering for funerals for a community of three high rise flats in Billingham. 
For more information on Tristar Homes and any future events you can call 0844 736 0007 or visit www.tristarhomes.co.uk. 
What’s On 

For more details on any of the following events - call Stockton Tourist Information Centre on 521830 between 9.30 and 5pm Monday to Saturday.

Pop down to Stockton Central Library every Wednesday 10.30am till noon for topical discussions and guest speakers. Tel 526517 for details. There’s also a Books and Banter club every Wednesday 10.30am – noon. 

It’s storytime on 24 November at the parent and toddler group at Stockton Central Library and every Saturday morning for under 5s 11 – 11.30am. There’s also a parent toddler group every Friday at Ingleby Barwick Library from 1.30-2.30pm and on the first Monday of every month adults can go to Ingleby Barwick Library to discuss books.

Every first Sunday of the month there is a drop in session to make something crafty at Billingham Beck Valley Country Park and Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park 11am – 3pm. All sessions are free and children must be with an adult. 

There are plenty of events for younger people. Every Saturday from 10:30-12:30pm, Spark Centre, Bishopton Road West, hosts Spark Art, while Stockton Central Library has Saturday Storytime for under 5s from 11-11:30am.  On Fridays, Ingleby Barwick Library has a Parent Toddler Group at 1:30pm and there’s also a children’s craft session at Thornaby Library in Westbury Street from 11am – noon.
On 21 November you might catch Northern Children’s Book Festival at Stockton Riverside College from 10am – 4pm.

From 26 November, for four weeks, we present Stockton Sparkles Christmas Festival. There will be festive fun on Stockton High Street, Parish Church Gardens, Stockton Riverside and in the Cultural Quarter. There’s lots in store with Christmas market held in Parish Gardens 17 – 20 December.

If you fancy a Fairtrade coffee pop down to Norton Library on December 5 at 11am where a wide range of Fairtrade products will be on sale and there’s an Asian Ladies Coffee Morning to be held at Thornaby Library in Westbury Street 10am – 12.30am.

There’s an ESOL reading group held at Stockton Central Library the next one is 1 December from 6-8pm.

In December Christmas activities include Christmas craft sessions at Thornaby Central library on 5 December, creating Christmas cards at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park on 6 December and 13 December at Wynyard Woodland Park. On 12 December there’s a Victorian event at Preston Hall Museum.  At Roseworth Library come along for a Christmas Craft session on December 19 10.30 – 11.30am and on 21 December you can go to Norton Library, Billingham Beck Country Park and Thornaby Library in Westbury Street. On 22 December you can get crafty at Billingham Library. Stockton Central Library and Thornaby Central Library are holding their craft sessions on 23 December.

If you are interested in finding out about your family history go to Stockton Central Library on 8 December from 2pm – 4pm. 

If you are feeling in fine voice - come on down for a festive song for Christmas at 1.30pm -2.30pm at Wynyard Woodland Park. 

You can learn about why the Winter Solstice is special at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park on 18 December, refreshments available and there will be a short walk 6.30pm – 8pm.

On 28 November Arc holds Family Theatre – The King’s Got Donkey Ears which will have the kids rolling in the aisles. Suitable for aged 4+. Something else for the kids is The Gruffalo on 12 December and there’s a special event with journalist Martin Bell at Arc to discuss his new book at 7.30pm call Arc on 52199 or 526522. 

Our libraries have a host of activities for youngsters including card games, arts and crafts and video games in Stockton Central Library on 5 December and 2 January. There’s also a Gaming Group held at Thornaby Library on 11 December and 3 January. Youngsters can also enjoy a Book ‘n’ Biccy Club whch is a Junior Book Club at Fairfield Library from 5.30-6.30pm on 30 November.

There’s an adult storytelling group on 16 December at Stockton Central Library and a poetry group is held at Norton Library on various dates – call 528019.

Wynyard Planetarium & Observatory has lots going on – with public observing on 27 November and 4, 11 and 18 December. Meteor observing takes place on 14 December. On 8, 15, 18, 22 and 29 January you can find out about the planets. Cleveland and Darlington Astronomical Society will be holding meetings at the Planetarium on 11 December 7.15pm and 13 January at 7.15pm. Tel  01740 630544 for full details.

If you like walking come along to Preston Park on 15 January for a dark night out 6.30pm-8pm and there’s also a New Year with a walk on 17 January  at Wynyard Woodland Park at 11am – 2.30pm or a health walk on 18 January at Billingham Beck Valley Country Park between 10am-noon.

If you’re interested in trees you can hear all about the folklore of trees at a candlelit walk at Wynyard Woodland Park on 22 January 7pm-8.30pm or on 31 January you can find out all about trees in their winter leafless state at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park from 10.30am till noon.

Well that’s it for this issue! We hope you have found something of interest. Look out for your next CD which is due out at the end of January - and in the meantime we would like to wish all our listeners a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
