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On the weekend of the 31st July -
1st August 2004, Stockton Borough

i f‘* i JD Al 1 ,.f') Council in partnership with the British
f-— '_,,J"é ___,.nj,-_-,_ ! Dragonboat Association is hosting the

' iy European Dragonboat Championships
on the River Tees. The event will take

ili‘;, 2l K Y Fo place on the river between the Tees
A g ,-{ j‘l s Barrage and the Princess of Wales
PRl B0 N . Bridge.
Teams from i
o . across Europe will ’ ‘-n-{.i
ful jl' UMY HﬂyPE be competing in :
< 250m,500m and
gy 1000m races on
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Sunday.

For FUﬂth Everyone is welcome to attend the

opening ceremony on the evening of
" " Friday 30th July at the Tees Barrage with
I"fnrmatlu“ Iﬂﬂtﬂl’l. a parade of the Teams followed by a
display by the spectacular drumming
group ‘Red Poppy’. The closing of the
5|}EI ”5 DEVEiﬂmeﬂt event will coincide with the end of the
Stockton International Riverside Festival
on Sunday 1st August.
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For further information please

or ’l.\‘is.it our wEbSitE: contact Trevor Massey on (01642)
Wi Stocklon gov sk spartsdevelopment 526690 or email:

trevor.massey@stockton.gov.uk
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Stockton News is published by Stockton-on-Tees Borough
Council and distributed to every household in the
Borough free of charge. If you have not received a copy
please call (01642) 526098 or e-mail
communications@stockton.gov.uk

It aims to provide news and information about the
Council, its partner organisations, and local community
groups and businesses. Every effort is made to ensure
that all information is accurate and up-to-date at the time
of publication. Your views and comments are welcome.
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Stockton welcomes
new Mayor

Councillor Jennie Beaumont is the
new Mayor of Stockton.

Born in Warwickshire, Jennie spent
most of her early years in
Leicestershire before moving to the
North East with her husband 34 years
ago.

She has three grown up children - two
sons and a daughter, and three
granddaughters.

A qualified Librarian, Jennie has
represented the Ingleby Barwick ward
on Stockton Council for 25 years and
leads a very full life, not only with her
new Mayoral engagements but also
with the various boards and
committees she sits on.

She is chairman of governors at
Whinstone Primary School, Ingleby
Barwick, member of the Board of
Riverside College, treasurer of
Kirklevington Village Hall, member of
the Local Government Association
Transport Committee and a Board
member of the Tees Valley Rural
Community Committee.

Her main interests within the Council
are Planning and Education and she
sits on these Committees; she also has
a great interest in the environment.

Outside the Council Jennie’s other
interests lie with her family and
friends. She also enjoys reading but,
she says, “preferably not just
agendas”. She also enjoys gardening
and walking but “not more than six
miles at a time!”

School makes
a splash with
new pool

A Stockton school celebrated the
opening of its new pool with a
visit from a football legend.

Ash Trees School, Billingham, opened
its new water therapy pool with a visit
from former England, Liverpool,
Newecastle and Hartlepool football star,
Peter Beardsley.

The soccer star joined in an assembly
as well as a question and answer
session with pupils.

Ash Trees caters for pupils with
learning difficulties and the new pool
means they do not have to travel to
use these facilities.

The pool will also be used by pupils
from the Most Holy Rosary School,
Billingham, as part of an educational
link between the two schools.

Environment Minister recognises recycling success

The Government has been so
impressed with the Audit
Commission’s three star rating for
Stockton Council’s Care For Your
Area Services that Elliot Morley
MP, Minister for Environment and
Agri Environment, came here to
see for himself a range of the
work which helped secure the first
class accolade.

Government funding to the tune of
£1.8 million has contributed towards
the recycling and waste management
initiatives carried out by the Care For
Your Area Team.

Every household across Stockton
Borough is now included in the Blue
Box kerbside recycling scheme, which
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allows residents a convenient way to
recycle their glass, cans and paper. In
2002-03, more than 88,000 tonnes of
household waste has been collected.

The latest MORI survey reported that
Stockton was the only Council in the
country to increase satisfaction levels
in street cleansing — from 53 to 69 per
cent. The MORI report said:
“Nationally, the only local authority
that has gone against the tide in terms
of local opinion is Stockton-on-Tees.”

Elliot Morley met enforcement officers
at Stockton’s Environment Centre and
also presented eight-year-old Jack
Scott with a special membership pack.
The Stockton youngster was the
2,000th member of the Freda the Frog
Fan Club.

Freda the Frog is Stockton Council’s
mascot to promote recycling and
waste management issues.

I
Think!
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Young Jack Scott is presented with his
special membership pack by Elliot Morley
MP. Jack was the 2,000th member of the
popular Freda the Frog Fan Club.



Minister sees transport innovations

Transport Secretary Alistair Darling
saw local transport success stories
when he took in demonstrations
of two Government-funded,
Stockton Council-led
developments (right).

Mr Darling watched engineers fit tiny
CCTV cameras to a bus to improve
safety and reduce vandalism, in a
£500,000 partnership between the
Council, Stagecoach, Arriva, Compass
Royston, Leven Valley and several
smaller companies. More than half the
local bus fleet now has the cameras,
which film both inside and outside.

He also met Royal National Institute
for the Blind and Stockton Blind
People’s Voice representatives, who
are working with the Council to
develop information systems for blind
and visually impaired people using
digital mobile phone technology.

The £153,000 project, the first of its
type in the UK, is the latest step to
help blind people travel
independently.

Know your rights

Many people don’t know where to
turn for consumer advice - and
often it’s the most vulnerable who
are unsure of sources of help
available.

Consumers across the Borough can
now look forward to an improved,
more joined-up advice service thanks
to a new Consumer Support Network.

Stockton Council’s Trading Standards,
which operates a Consumer Advice
Centre at the Central Library on
Church Road, and the Stockton and
District Advice and Information Service
are now working together with other
advice agencies to improve the quality
and accessibility of consumer advice.

The Consumer Support Network is
developing a number of initiatives
including the provision of free
awareness raising sessions in the
community. These will help make
people aware of their basic consumer
rights and raise the profile of advice
agencies.

The Network will also establish points
across the Borough where people can
pick up self-help leaflets, as well as
running campaigns on topical and
important consumer issues.

The first campaign will focus on raising
awareness of doorstep crime and how

to deal with bogus callers who turn up
unannounced at the front door.

A short video entitled ‘Beware the
Bogeymen’ will be promoted and
presented to community groups, with
training and information given out
during the sessions. It is particularly
hoped to get the ‘Beware the
Bogeyman’ message across to older
people who are, unfortunately, often
the target of bogus callers.

Trading Standards and Licensing
Manager Dave Kitching said: “I'm very
excited about this new initiative.
Partnerships bring real benefits and |
have no doubts that closer ties
between these consumer advice
agencies can only improve the quality
and accessibility of that advice. The
real winners will be Stockton’s
consumers.”

Check your bills
at Environment
Centre

Stockton Council’s Environment
Centre is warning householders
across Stockton Borough to check
their gas and electricity bills as
they could be paying more than
they need to.

With many utility companies now
supplying both gas and electricity,
householders could save a possible
£100 on their annual fuel bills just by
changing their supplier, which these
days is a relatively simple process.

In order to help residents with this
process, staff at the Environment
Centre are offering free on-the-spot
fuel price comparisons as well as
impartial advice and guidance on the
changing of suppliers to ensure they
are getting the best deal possible.

Anyone wanting an instant fuel price
comparison can visit the Environment
Centre with copies of their latest fuel
bills at 21 West Row, Stockton or call
(01642) 528143.
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Sir Steve -

impressed with Stockton

When Sir Steve Redgrave came
the River Tees in Stockton on a
scorching May day, it was clear
that everyone he met felt inspired
by his visit.

The day was organised to support the
Sir Steve Redgrave Charitable Trust,
which helps disabled and
disadvantaged children.

Youngsters, many of whom had never
been on the water before, took part in
bellboat racing at Castlegate
Watersports Centre and were
enthralled that Sir Steve took time out
to come and see them.

Regatta
success

Another successful sporting event
on the river in May was the
annual Tees Regatta.

This fast paced event saw races every
three minutes, with a fantastic range
of competitors of every size and age -
with the youngest just 11 years old
and the oldest cox in their early 80s.

With 27 clubs from around the UK and
500 plus top competitors, the event is
becoming stronger each year.
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A year of festivities will raise the profile of the River Tees as a great local asset and growing visitor attraction. Promoted by
Stockton Renaissance, the Year of the Tees runs from August 2004 to August 2005 and was officially launched by 5-times
Olympic Gold Medal winner Sir Steve Redgrave in May. It will promote existing events on the river, encourage new ones
and bring them all together under the Year of the Tees banner.

Sir Steve brings inspiration

Downriver at the River Tees
Watersports Centre, teams from across
the UK paddled for glory as they took
up the Sir Steve Redgrave Charitable
Trust Tees Challenge.

Some fantastic racing and a nail biting
final saw Durham B take first place
and £5,000 of prize money, with Tees
Rowing Club A gaining £3,000 in
second.

These pictures give a flavour of the
day when more than £15,000 was
raised with sponsorship from Stockton
Council, other local authorities and
Tees Valley businesses.

John Whyte, River Tees Watersports
Centre Manager, said: “It was a
fantastic day. Sir Steve was present to
witness the racing and present the
prizes to the winning teams and went
home very impressed with the
facilities, the standard of competition
and the format of the event.

“He also declared his intent to
continue his involvement in the event
in 2005.”

Organise
an event

We are keen to add new activities
of all types, whether they are
sporting, cultural or any other
nature. If you are interested in
organising an event under the
Year of the Tees banner, please
contact Graham Reeves on (01642)
527344 or email
events@stockton.gov.uk

Sir Steve keen to inspire youngsters

The nail biting finish at Tees Watersports
Centre

You can join in!

Here’s your chance to join in the
forthcoming European Nations
Dragon Boat Championships (see
opposite page).

There’s still time to get your team’s
entry in for a part of the event for
those with little or no dragon boating
experience. Local teams can form
‘community crews’ to race on Saturday
30 July over 200 metres or Sunday 1
August over 500 metres — or both!

If you have a team who would like to
take part or you would like to know
more please e mail Graham Butterfield
at G.Butterfield@macmillan-ctc.org.uk



2ar of the Tees

They’re coming.....Dragon boats in Stockton

The beauty, energy and spectacle
of dragon boat racing are on their
way to the River Tees as Stockton
hosts the European Nations
Dragon Boat Championships
during the weekend of 31 July to
1 August.

The event will open the Year of the
Tees, promoting the river as a world-
class centre for watersports, a great
place for business, an attractive area
for riverside activities and a wonderful
setting for cultural events.

Dragon boats originate from the
Chinese belief that each river and lake
had guardian dragons living deep in
the waters. Dragon boat festivals
began when rice had been planted in
the belief that they would bring
prosperous and bountiful crops.

The races commemorate the tragic
death of the eminent poet Qu uan,
when villages raced to save him from
drowning.

Originally the boats were made of
teak wood but today’s fibreglass
vessels range from 30 to 100 feet long
and are wide enough to fit two
people side by side. All feature a fierce
and colourful dragonhead on the
prow and a tail at the stern.

Racing rules vary according to the size
of the boats and length of the race -
in Stockton, races will be over 250m,
500m and 1000m.

Teams typically consist of between 12
and 20 paddlers in pairs, a drummer
and a steerperson. The paddlers, who
power the boat, can be men, women,
students and mixed teams of all ages
and abilities.

Dragon boat racing is strenuous,
requiring endurance, technique,
stamina and timing. Paddlers’ training
includes aerobic exercise such as
jogging and cycling.

Teamwork pulls it all together as the
paddlers follow the pacers, listen to

the drummer and focus on their
stroke.

The sport is one of the fastest growing
in the world and teams from Sweden,
Ukraine, Hungary, Czech Republic,
Poland, Switzerland, Norway, Russia,
Germany and the UK will be in
Stockton to compete in these
championships.

In all, competitors and officials will
number 1,000 during the weekend.

An opening ceremony at the Tees
Barrage will launch the championships

on Friday 30 July. Between 7.15pm and

8:15pm a parade of the teams will be
followed by the spectacular drumming
group from China, Red Poppy, who
wowed the crowds at last year’s
Riverside Festival.

Mike Haslam, event director and
European Dragonboat Association
Chairman said: “This should be a
wonderful event as Stockton has

attracted more teams to take part
than any other European
Championships.

“It’s a coup for Stockton and the River
Tees that the UK is the very first place
that the Ukraine team has travelled to
outside their own country and this is
the first time the junior team from
Russia has competed outside eastern
Europe.”

For more details on the event visit
www.stocktondragonboats.co.uk
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Town centre
regeneration
developments

Latest news on Billingham regeneration

The regeneration of Billingham
was discussed at a special
planning committee meeting by
Stockton Council in May.

The committee considered two
applications and was minded to
approve the outline application for
the development of a foodstore on
the site of Billingham Forum, as well
as a full application to build the new
Gateway building and enhance John
Whitehead Park.

Both applications have now been
referred to the Government Office
North East (GONE) which, in deciding
whether to call-in the applications, will
take into consideration the Council’s
decisions and any other
representations received. If GONE
decide to call-in either or both of the
applications, a public inquiry will be
held by an inspector appointed by the
Secretary of State.

Should GONE take the decision not to
call in the applications for a public
inquiry, Stockton Council will then
seek to finalise the funding for the
Gateway Project scheme.

Regardless of whether one or both of
the applications are called in or not,
all facilities in the Forum are expected
to remain open at least the next two
years.
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The Gateway Project is one phase of
the regeneration of Billingham, phase
two of which will see the
redevelopment of the Town Centre.
The proposed Gateway development
currently consists of:
= 25m swimming pool
= Ice Rink/Events Arena
- Café
Library with internet facilities
Revitalisation of the park with
children’s play area and bowling
greens
* Doctors Surgery/Health Centre
* Fitness suite
* Creche/Nursery
Community training and advice

Nigel Laws, Stockton Council’s project
manager, said: “The Gateway Project
will provide state-of-the-art leisure,
health and education facilities for
residents in Billingham, both present
and future generations.

At the same time, the new foodstore
will create the certainty and
confidence required for developers to
follow up their interest in refurbishing
the Town Centre.”

A decision from GONE was expected at
the end of June as Stockton News
went to print.




Plans shape up for Stockton’s centre

A new town square leading to a
revived riverside, with new
residential development, a new
high-quality hotel, an extra
bridge across the river, a
supermarket, regenerated market
and transport improvements — all
are part of a dynamic new plan
for the future of Stockton town
centre.

The ideas follow a study into the
economic regeneration of the town
centre, commissioned by Stockton
Renaissance and carried out earlier
this year by consultants Drivers Jonas.

Local views were sought in a public
exhibition at Arc during May, when
the consultants revealed their
proposals simultaneously to town
centre users and Councillors.

The new plans follow four months of
earlier consultation in which shoppers
and visitors to the town centre,
business groups, councillors, Stockton
Renaissance, police, transport
operators and community associations
were asked for their views on the
centre’s future.

Amongst the ideas put forward are:

e Closer links between the town
centre, river and riverside, with
more activities on and alongside
the Tees

* Improved quality and appearance
of the market, with better shops
and more food retail in the centre

e A safe, accessible town centre
created through effective public
transport, adequate car parks,
better links with Teesdale and a
southern “gateway” leading
directly into the centre from the
A66 and the South Stockton Link

+ Transformation of the centre into
a ‘destination’ through cultural
events, exploiting the historic
legacy and new opportunities for
leisure and employment.

lan Thompson, Stockton Council’s
Head of Development &
Regeneration, said: “The ideas put
forward in the study are clearly
ambitious but it is concepts like these
that will ensure that Stockton remains
a competitive and vibrant town
centre.

“The study identifies the future
growth potential of the town centre

based on a mix of uses including
shopping, town centre living, leisure,
the arts and tourism.

”’More work will be required to add
detail to the concepts and further
consultation will take place when
that happens.”

Feedback on the plans will be fed
into the process, with a final report
due to go before the Council’s
Cabinet and Stockton Renaissance in
the autumn.

Developer signs Thornaby agreement

Thornfield Properties Plc, the
Council’s preferred developer
selected to carry out a major
redevelopment and
refurbishment of Thornaby Town
Centre, have completed the
signing of the Development
Agreements for both the Town
Centre and the former Tristar
Neasham site on Allensway.

Once completed, these schemes will
provide local residents and the
shopping public with a totally
transformed town centre and an
improved shopping environment.
Thornfield are investing more than
£10 million to refocus the town
centre and provide an opportunity to
attract new multiple retailers into the
town.

The proposals include the demolition
of Appleby, Brus and Meynell Houses
and replacement with approximately
9,000 sg m of new retail
development, including a new
foodstore and 400 sq m of new office

floorspace. The scheme involves the
creation of new retail units forming a
mall opposite the existing Wrightson
House.

The existing car park is to be
relocated to the northern end of the
centre with a new access roundabout
on Allensway. A new glazed lift and
staircase entrance to the Pavilion and
Bowls Club are to be provided by way
of a footbridge over the shopping
mall. The exiting footbridge over
Mitchell Avenue is to be demolished
and exiting pedestrian crossing
arrangements upgraded in the vicinity
of the bridge.

The market will be relocated to St
Peter’s Square and environmental
improvements will be made to the
centre including new paving, lighting,
enhanced CCTV, sighage and
canopies.

A second phase of the scheme,
subject to further land assembly, is
proposed to include a new road
linking Allensway to Trenchard

Avenue. This could lead to the
creation of additional parking spaces.

Planning applications for the Town
Centre and Tristar Neasham site have
been submitted to the Local Planning
Authority.

e Plans for the Town Centre can be
viewed throughout July at
Thornaby Libarary. Stockton
Council officers will be there each
Thursday from 9:30AM - 12:30PM
to talk through the plans.
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Local family honours war heroes
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A Stockton family travelled to
Greece recently to pay tribute to
their father, James Mackey, who
died 60 years ago when a Royal
Navy minesweeper hit a mine and
sank off the Gulf of Corinth,
Greece.

Chief Petty Officer (Engineman) James
Mackey was 37 when he was one of 21
crewmen lost in the tragedy. His son
lan, of Hartburn, made the trip
accompanied by lan’s wife Mary and
sisters Anne and Kirsteen, who now
live in Melbourne, Australia.

A commemorative ceremony took
place in the shadow of the Rion
Antirion Bridge, which is currently
being constructed by local firm
Cleveland Bridge.

The Hellenic Navy provided a
minesweeper, which docked over the
sunken vessel so that the family could
lay a wreath. The family took an
official greeting from Stockton’s
Mayor to mark the occasion and the
ceremony received support from across
the world - the Mayors of St. Andrews,
Lowestoft and Melbourne in Australia
also sent plagues which were handed
to the Mayors of Patras and Rion.

Youth games come to the Tees Valley

Youngsters from the Tees Valley
recently competed in the Tees
Valley Sport Partnership Youth
Games.

More than 1,700 young people from
across the Tees Valley — Hartlepool,
Middlesbrough, Darlington and Redcar
& Cleveland - joined Stockton
youngsters in the two day event.

15 sports were played, including a
demonstration of Rugby League and
Volley Ball.

The Games, held on June 19 and 20 at
the Acklam Sport Centre and Eston
Sports Academy, are the culmination
of an exciting programme of training
and competition held throughout the
year.

Di Covell, the Games Co-ordinator,
said: “It is hoped that the training and
competition experienced, the fun
enjoyed and friendships made will
keep all these young people involved
in sport, encourage them to join clubs
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and to remain active throughout their
lives.”

The Youth Games, funded by the five
councils and the Sport England Lottery
Sports Fund, are a showcase event of
the Tees Valley Sport Partnership,
which works closely with coaches,
participants, officials, administrators
and providers to coordinate sports
development, planning and delivery in
the Tees Valley.

For further information about Tees
Valley Sport Activities contact (01642)
342287.

TV campaign
promotes summer
food safety

Stockton Council Environmental
Health Officers have promoted
‘safe barbequing’ with a
campaign of tv adverts.

The ‘Respect the Meat’ campaign
highlights the need for food hygiene
when cooking barbeques. A joint
scheme by all the Tees Valley councils,
it builds on earlier adverts broadcast
locally since 2002.

This year, the campaign focused on
the dangers of cross-contamination
and the importance of hand washing
when preparing food.

A leaflet, distributed to food outlets
across the Borough, reinforced this
message.

For people to enjoy safe summer
barbeques, they are urged to take
care when preparing and cooking
foods to ensure food poisoning does
not spoil their fun.

The motto is:

“Wash Well - Cook Well”.

Councillors in talks
on Post Office
closure plans

Stockton Councillors and officers
have held a number of discussions
with Post Office managers over
their plans to close four popular
sub-post offices in the Borough.

The closure plans are being opposed
by local communities in Eaglescliffe,
Fairfield and Hartburn in Stockton,
and at Low Grange in Billingham. A
total of 13 post offices have been
proposed for closure across the Tees
Valley.

Ward Councillors and members of the
authority’s Cabinet want to know
whether there is any realistic
possibility of keeping the three offices
open, as all are well used by local
people, especially by elderly
customers. The support of local MPs is
also being sought.

The Council was expected to debate
the Post Office’s closure proposals as
Stockton News went to press.



Steaming into the

If you are interested in Stockton’s
rich history and its railway
heritage in particular, you

might find a new website
particularly interesting -
www.andyelliottphotography.com

Local photographer Andy Elliott has
created a veritable Aladdin’s cave of
steam railway history, where you can
immerse yourself in images of scenes
no longer seen in today’s world.

Born in Stockton in 1952, Andy taught
himself basic photography through
which he began to record the last
years of the steam railway.

From the early 70s until the 90s, Andy
worked as a TV and film cameraman
but ceased to become a full-time carer
for ten years.

He resumed work in 2002 and is now
cataloguing more than four decades
worth of images of historical views
that are no longer there.

Andy has recently been involved in
capturing ‘the big day’ on film and
says it’s an area of photography he
may consider.

His site is well worth a look and copies
of the images can be purchased at
very reasonable prices. To contact him
call 07796-028-285.

Pictures courtesy of Andy Elliott

region’s history

Developer named for Mandale regeneration

Regeneration of Mandale Estate in
Thornaby has taken another step
forward with the appointment of
Stockton Council’s private
developer partner.

Barratt/Keepmoat were chosen after a
rigorous selection process and will
work on the redevelopment of the
Estate.

Barratt Newcastle and Haslam Homes
(part of Keepmoat) will build all the
new homes, including those on behalf
of Nomad Housing Group.

The scheme will provide a mix of
rented and private housing and is a
partnership between local residents,
Stockton Council, Tristar Homes Ltd,
Nomad Housing Group and
Barratt/Keepmoat. Priority for the
Nomad properties will be for existing
residents.

“The appointment of the private
developer is another step forward to
achieving our vision of high quality
homes for everyone,” said Sharon
Lonergan, Stockton Council’s Senior
Projects Manager.

“The developers all have a proven
track record in the delivery of
regeneration schemes like Mandale
and the proposals will provide high
quality housing and environmental
improvements for residents.”

Barratt Newcastle Managing Director,
John Richards, said: “This is currently a
very exciting time for Mandale and,
along with our partners, we are
pleased that we can help with this

process and attract new residents here.

“This is yet another example of
Barratt’s policy towards aiding urban
redevelopment. To date, more than 80
per cent of the land on which we
build has had a former use — a figure

comfortably ahead of Government
targets.”

Steve Boyd, Chief Executive of Nomad
Housing Group, added: “We were
delighted to be selected by Stockton
Council for this flagship project. We
have enjoyed working with local
residents and helping the Council
select the private sector partners, both
of which we have worked with on
other projects. | am confident the
scheme will be a great success.”

Consultation with residents has taken
place with one-to-one information
sessions; further consultation will take
place once more detailed plans have
been drawn up.

Residents who have any queries on the
proposals for the Estate can call
Katharine Linton, Stockton Council’s
Regeneration Project Officer on
(01642) 526078.

Stockton News | Summer 2004



Your views help earn Beacon Status

What should be the top priorities
in tackling crime? That’s the
question the Safer Stockton
Partnership is to ask residents in a
Boroughwide household survey.

And when the Partnership — which
includes Stockton Council, Cleveland
Police and other organisations sharing
similar aims — begins the survey in
August, it will do so with a top
national accolade under its belt.

The Government has recognised the
Safer Stockton Partnership’s work with
the award of Beacon Status. The
award lasts for 12 months and means
Stockton is a nationwide leader in

tackling crime and disorder. It will now
share its successful methods with other
councils across the country.

It is the fourth year in succession that
Stockton Council has been awarded
Beacon Status for various activities.

The Partnership’s approach to
reducing crime and disorder include
successful warden schemes and
Operation Warrior, a nationally
acclaimed police operation to tackle
medium term drug dealing.

Mike Batty, Head of Community
Protection for Stockton Council, said:
“Our consultation with local people

was key to the award and the new
survey will be our third to date. It will
include results of our latest audit of
crime and disorder, together with a
survey form for local people to say
what they think should be the
priorities for the next three years.

“We hope as many people as possible
take part in the survey — your views
really do make a difference.

* Look out for your copy of the crime
and disorder magazine, which will be
delivered to your door next month.
Complete and return the survey at the
back — or do it online by visiting
www.saferstockton.com.

Green light for Low
Lane school plans

Plans to build a new primary
school at Ingleby Barwick have
moved a step forward.

The Stockton Schools Organisation
Committee, an independent body,
have unanimously backed the
proposals.

They made the decision after the
Government Office North East (GONE)
notified Stockton Council it would not
be calling in the planning application
for further investigation.

The new school, near Low Lane, will
provide 630 school places along with
a 39-place nursery. When building
work is completed, Ingleby Mill
Primary School will move from its
present site into the Low Lane
premises and a new school will be
opened in its place.

Stanley Bradford, Stockton Council’s
Director of Education, said: “l am
delighted at the decision as there is a
pressing need for primary school
places in Ingleby Barwick. This
decision means we have cleared an
important hurdle in meeting that
need.

“We will now be working closely with
the planning authority to fulfill all the
traffic and other requirements for the
school, ready to open in September
2005. This will enable us to meet our
long-held aim to provide a primary
school place at Ingleby Barwick for
every child who lives there and wants
one.”
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Jobs boost thanks to
housing partnership

Job opportunities for local people
are being created - thanks to a
pioneering partnership between.
Stockton Council, Tristar Homes
and leading contractors.

The £140 million programme to bring
homes up to ‘Decent Standard’ by the
end of the decade is gathering pace
and bringing about training and job
opportunities for local people.

To date, around 50 apprentices and
trainees have been recruited and more
than 4,000 homes have been
modernised by Tristar Homes Limited,
the Arms Length Management
Organisation (ALMO) set up by
Stockton Council just two years ago.

Contractors and sub-contractors
involved in the partnership have
recruited a range of apprentices as
plumbers, electricians, painters, joiners,
bricklayers and plasterers including a
number of female operatives.

Others have been given the
opportunity to train for professional
qualifications, such as quantity
surveying and a number of people
have gained jobs under the ‘adult back
to work’ scheme.

Julie Allport, Stockton Council’s Head
of Housing Services said: “This
investment is providing real career
opportunities for local people living in
the Borough with good long-term
prospects following a period of well-
structured and meaningful training.”

Some of the apprentices who have benefited from the home modernisation programme.



Postal first for European elections

Elections for the European
Parliament took place by postal
vote for the first time in June, as
the North East was one of four
regions to take part of a pilot for
all-postal voting.

In Stockton, ballot packs containing
voting papers were delivered on time
to all households between May 26 and
28 and, when the poll closed at 10pm
on June 10, 46,787 had been returned.
This represented 35.2 per cent, almost
double the number at the previous
election in 1999, when the return was
just over 18 per cent.

Fran Kelly, Stockton Council’s Head of
Democratic Services, said: “We were
very pleased with the way things ran
in Stockton. Generally, things went
smoothly here, our deadlines were
met and the response rate was
encouraging.

Council
Ward
changes

Many local ward boundaries are
changing for the next local
elections, due to take place in May
2005, following an extensive
review of local authority areas in
the region by the Boundary
Commission.

Full details of these changes will
appear in the Christmas edition of
Stockton News but anyone who would
like information before then can call
(01642) 526197 or email
electoral@stockton.gov.uk

“We would like to thank those
residents who took the time to contact
us with their views and comments on
the new system. We will feed these

back to the Electoral Commission,
which will be evaluating the system
over the coming months and we look
forward to their report.”

The MEPs — Members of the European Parliament — elected were

(in order of total votes received):

Stephen Hughes (Labour)

tel: 0191 384 9371 or email stephen-hughes@btconnect.com

Martin Callanan (Conservative)

tel: 01665 574383 or email fiona_jane_hall@btopenworld.com (until 1 Sept 2004)

Football complex underway

Work is underway on a £500,000
five pitch football complex at
Ingleby Barwick.

Funding for the complex, opposite the
Teesside Industrial Estate, has come
from Stockton Council, Thornaby
Town Council, Ingleby Barwick Parish
Council and Thornaby and Ingleby
Barwick Football Club.

The site has already been levelled and
seeded to serve the football club.
Further funding is also being sought
from various sources including the
private sector to provide a sports
pavilion with six changing rooms, a
new access road, footpath and
extension to a cycle way.

There are also plans to establish a
girls’ club once suitable changing
facilities are in place.

The football club is looking for
businesses who would like to offer
financial sponsorship to help secure
money from the Football Association.
Anyone who may be able to help is
asked to call Don Surginson on
07802 194576.

Go on a Book Crawl

Stockton Libraries are encouraging
youngsters to start reading with
the Bookstart Book Crawl.

Designed to encourage pre-school
children aged 0 - 5 to join the library,
the Book Craw! will run from every
Library across Stockton Borough
throughout the summer school
holidays.

Youngsters will receive a Book Crawl
card and, after having it stamped on
six visits, they will be presented with a
special certificate designed by a well
known illustrator.

Tony Quantrill, Children and Youth
Services Officer for Stockton Council,
said: “Many parents are unaware that
their babies can have their own library

cards from birth — or that libraries
welcome families with very young
children and offer a varied selection of
board books and picture books.”

The Book Crawl is open to everyone —
the only requirement is that the
children are library members in their
own right. Why not drop in to your
local library and start reading?
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Seven countryside sites across the
Borough have won official status
as Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)
after English Nature approved
proposals by Stockton Council’s
Parks and Countryside Team.

The sites are Barwick Pond in Ingleby
Barwick; Charltons Pond, Billingham;
Norton Grange Marsh, in Norton;
Greenvale in Fairfield, Quarry Wood at
Preston Hall; Stillington Forest Park,
and Hardwick Dene and Elm Tree
Woods.

Each of the sites features a number of
rare and protected species of plants
and animals including the Great
Crested Newt at Barwick Pond and a
rare variety of Lady’s Mantle at
Greenvale.

LNR status brings several benefits — it

provides greater protection from
development, offers the chance to
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implement special bye-laws, improves
the educational potential of each site
and raise public awareness of the

different species that live on the sites.

Keith Mathews, Stockton Council’s
Environmental Projects Officer, said:
“This status is a wonderful
opportunity to help raise the profile
and understanding of areas of natural
beauty and conservation importance
that can be found across the
Borough.”

Around 12 months ago, The Friends of
Local Nature Reserves Group was
formed. The fully constituted body has
representatives from each of the
newly declared LNR and is chaired by
Keith Borer from Stillington Forest
Park.

The Group oversees the declaration,
management and acquisition of grant
funding for the LNRs and is currently

exploring the implementation of Bye-
Laws for each reserve.

Barwick Pond was formed in the mid
1990s with grassland and scrubland to
create a new home for the protected
Great Crested Newt. The pond has
now become home to many other
animals and plants from Damselflies
resting on the pond’s edge to foxes
foraging for food.

Charltons Pond in Billingham is a
flooded former clay pit and was
opened as a park and bird sanctuary in
the late 1960s.

The site is 13 hectares, of which about
10 hectares are open water, consisting
of two large ponds. Around the edges
of the ponds are areas of young open
woodland and rough grassland. Coarse
fishing day tickets are available from
the Tackle Box, on Station Road in
Billingham.



Norton Grange Marsh is in a unique
location and is a fine example of how
‘zoning’ occurs across a wetland
habitat, with different plants thriving
in different areas depending on
moisture levels.

The area is home to the water vole
and many migrating birds and also
harbours locally rare plants, such as

the Hybrid Fescue and False Fox Sedge.

Greenvale, in Fairfield, Stockton, is
home to a habitat known as
‘unimproved grassland’ and such areas
are now almost extinct in the Tees
Valley. It is particularly unusual to find
one in a built up area and is a relic of
old farmland dating back to before
the Second World War.

“Many interesting, and one or two
rare plants can be found at the site,
including the variety of Lady’s Mantle
not found anywhere else in Tees

Valley. Look closely and you will find
Betony, Orchid, Cowslip and many
others,” added Keith Mathews.

Quarry Wood, at Preston Park, was
once quarried for Whinstone in the
early- to mid-19th Century and, after
mining finished, trees were planted
with the oldest specimens believed to
be 75 years old.

If you take a walk through Quarry
Wood you will see majestic examples
of Beech and Oak trees and with
vigilance you may be treated to the
sight of a Great Spotted Woodpecker.
The area is abundant with many
woodland birds such as Long-Tailed
Tits, Treecreepers and Moorhens, so
take your binoculars along.

From its humble beginnings,
Stillington Forest Park has become a
picturesque haven for wildlife.

It was once the site of a large slag
heap adjacent to an ironworks before
being reclaimed in the 1990s. Since
then it has been left to re-vegetate
naturally and is now a popular site for
visitors.

Hardwick Dene and EIm Tree Woods
are tucked secretly in the heart of
Stockton. It is a mosaic of habitats
from wetland carr and wildflower
meadow through to thorn scrub and
woodland. Orchids, Ragged Robin and
Devilsbit Scabious are among the
many species of flowers to be found
there along with 17 different species
of butterfly.

To find out more about Local Nature
Reserves or, if you would like to
register as a volunteer, call Keith
Mathews on (01642) 526872 or email
keith.mathews@stockton.gov.uk
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Yarm residents take
recycling to heart

Residents of a Yarm street have
taken recycling to their hearts
with a massive response to
Stockton Council’s kerbside
recycling scheme.

Residents of Denevale have achieved a
100 per cent take up of the Council’s
Blue Box Recycling Scheme.

The scheme, which is operated by
Service Stockton’s Care For Your Area
Team, offers a fortnightly kerbside
collection of recyclable material
including newspapers, glass bottles &
jars and drinks/food cans.

Sue Barker-Schneider, Stockton
Council’s Waste Awareness Officer,
said: “There has been a very good
reaction to our kerbside scheme and
you can’t do any better than

100 per cent!”

Bag up green waste
for collection

Stockton Council has secured
around £570,000 of Government
funding to boost ‘green’ recycling
across the Borough.

The money, from the Government’s
Waste Minimisation and Recycling
Fund, will be used to establish a new
composting facility and provide a
green waste collection scheme.

A small trial scheme last year proved
successful and the extra funds mean an
extended pilot covering 24,000 homes
across the Borough will enjoy the
benefits of this year’s scheme.

The service will be fortnightly and the
Council has issued the properties
involved with 26 free plastic bags and
a leaflet about the collections, which
started at the end of April and will run
until spring 2005.

Green waste collections will be on the
same day as wheeled bins on alternate
weeks to the blue box collection.

Jamie McCann, Stockton Council’s
Head of Direct Services, said: “The
green waste collected will eventually
make top quality compost for use in
Council parks and grounds
maintenance schemes.”

If you have any queries about the
scheme, please contact the Care For
Your Area Team on (01642) 391959.
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Stockton leisure
centres go Active

The Borough'’s leisure services are
set for an exciting new era with a
new company, Tees Active Ltd,
who will handle the task of
managing the Council’s leisure
facilities and developing the
service.

Splash, Thornaby Pool, Thornaby
Pavilion, Stockton Sports Centre and
Billingham Forum have all transferred
to the non-profit organisation and will
be re-branded as Active Life Centres.

A management board includes
representatives of health, education
and sporting organisations, with
former Middlesbrough Council
Director of Leisure, Gordon Bates, as
the company’s first Chairman.

There will soon be an opportunity for
a local resident to be elected to the
board to ensure that local people have
a real say in running the Company.

Managing Director, Steve Chaytor,
said: “This is a great opportunity to
forge a lasting and successful
partnership between Tees Active and
Stockton Council. Our aim is to
produce the best possible leisure

services and to encourage more
people to take up physical activity.

“We have already begun new
investment with a facelift for
Thornaby Pool. Tees Active is now
developing further plans to improve
facilities and services across the
Borough.

“We hope that people will soon come
to recognise the Active Life Centre
brand and associate it with innovation,
improvement and quality service.”

If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Tees Active board as a
representative of the local community,
please send for an information pack
and return your form by 31 July - to
Karen Papple, Head of Support
Services, Tees Active Ltd, Redheugh
House, Thornaby Place, Thornaby,
Stockton-on-Tees TS17 6SG, tel:
(01642) 527269.

Living In harmony

A policy of helping to ensure
tenants live in harmony with their
neighbours is taking a high
priority with Tristar Homes.

The Board recently agreed a new
guide to help staff deal more
effectively with people who choose to
cause problems for their neighbours
and local community.

Paul Noddings, the guide’s author and
Tristar Area Manager for Central
Stockton, said: “Of course Tristar
Homes cannot tackle anti-social
behaviour on its own.

“We are, after all, only responsible for
people living in Council properties and
we do rely on help from the police
and the Council in the most serious
cases. This document explains what
we can do and who we can work with,

if one of our tenants is having or
causing a problem.

“The overwhelming majority of those
living in Council properties are very
nice people and cause no problems
but there are some who choose to
break the rules. The cost of this can be
significant in terms of misery for their
neighbours and the money spent by
the Company in putting it right.”

Paul added: “I know it can be
frustrating when people think that we
are not doing something, but we do
have strict rules to follow as only the
Court can end a tenancy. However, we
do take action and in the last year a
number of people have been evicted
for causing problems for their
neighbours.”

Any Tristar Homes tenant experiencing
problems should contact their local
housing officer.



Website wins
internet award

Stockton Council’s website -
www.stockton.gov.uk - has been
named the area’s top internet site
in the Evening Gazette Tees Valley
Business Awards for 2004.

One of the first to offer users fully-
automated access to services, an
innovative system which allows
residents to report many problems and
request services online. These are
currently Care For Your Area services
such as refuse collection, recycling,
illegal dumping and removing bulky
household items such as fridges and
furniture. More will be added soon.

Customers’ requests for work are
automatically managed, prioritised
and a job sheet generated for Council
workers, who simply set off and carry
out the job. For residents, it means a
speedier, more efficient response.

The site now has more than 14,000
pages and features dozens of
application forms and online services.
On average, 2,000 people use it each
day - 100 per cent more than last year
—and all services should be accessible
electronically by the end of 2004, a
year in advance of the rest of Britain.

Assistant Chief Executive Anthony
Gardner said: “The award is a great
honour and recognises the efforts of
our staff to implement electronic
government.

“For many people, online services are
more convenient because they can be
accessed at any time. But people will
still have a choice and they can
continue access services in the
conventional manner if they wish.

“We are very committed to offering
electronic services and this award will
help us spread the message of its
advantages.”

New centre for Blind People’s Voice

A Stockton charity for blind and
visually impaired people has
created a new centre to provide
assistance for blind people in the
Borough.

Stockton Blind People’s Voice has
created their new office and
Communication Centre with finance
from the Community Fund.

The office and centre, on Yarm Road,
Stockton, will work with Stockton
Council and other employers and
north east service providers to provide
equal opportunities and accessible
information for blind and visually
impaired people. It will also translate
documents and information into
different formats including Braille,
large print, audio and CDs.

Christine Durnion, Communication
Centre Manager for Stockton Blind
People’s Voice, said: “This new
Communication Centre is a great step
forward in providing services for blind
and visually impaired people.

“We will be working closely with
Stockton Council to provide these
services while also expanding and
improving our range of services.”

To contact Stockton Blind People’s
Voice, please write to Christine
Durnion at Stockton Blind People’s
Voice, 27 Yarm Road, Stockton
TS18 3NJ.

Alternatively, you can telephone
(01642) 803590/591 or email
christine.durnion@blindvoice.co.uk

Ann’s a Lifetime Achiever

40 years as a teacher of exercise,
movement, skipping and dance
have earned Ann Coppick a well
deserved Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Ann teaches keep-fit to a group of
learners with learning difficulties and
disabilities at the Allensway Adult
Training Centre. She also takes a
popular arcmchair keep-fit class for
older people at the Arlington Court

residential accommodation in
Parkfield, Stockton — where Ann’s
oldest pupil is 97!

Ann said: “l love what | am doing - |
don’t see it as a job. | love anything to
do with movement and really enjoy
teaching.”

If you would like to know more about
Ann’s keep-fit classes for Stockton’s
Adult Education Service, please call
(01642) 391554 or 391551.

Ann (left) receiving her award from the Mayor of Stockton, Councillor Jennie Beaumont.
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A DAY
IN THE

LIFE

Ricky Bulmer

Early bird Ricky keeps
Stockton clean.

The man in charge of the day-to-day
running of Stockton Council’s
cleansing service is an early riser.

Ricky Bulmer is in the office at
Cowpen Lane, Billingham, at 5.30am
for his early shifts, ready to get his
team out on the streets to make life a
little cleaner for everyone.

As foreman of the cleansing service
for the last four years, it’s Ricky’s job
to despatch his team across the
Borough to carry out their vital work.

As well as collecting rubbish from
household wheelie bins, the team also
tackle fly tipping, street sweeping,
bulky household waste collections and
work with enforcement officers when
they discover rubbish such as rubble
and other building waste dumped
illegally.

Ricky, who clearly enjoys his work and
takes great pride in it, said: “There’s a
good bunch of people here.

“Some people say they wouldn’t want
my job for £1,000 a week but at the
end of the day it’s a job | enjoy and |
think we’ve built a good reputation
for ourselves. I'm proud that | work
for a service which has recently been
awarded a three star rating by the
Audit Commission.”

Cleansing workers don’t just deal with
rubbish, Ricky is quick to point out.
They also have a sensitive side, which
reveals itself when dealing with
bereaved pet owners.
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“We often get calls from people
whose dogs or cats have died asking
us to take away the body. It could be a
pet they’ve had for years and
sometimes they’re very upset about it.
We treat them as sensitively as
possible,” he says.

The team also regularly finds
themselves removing animals,
including hedgehogs and even deer,
from the roads where they have been
hit by cars.

|
“I’'m proud that | work for
a service which has
recently been awarded a
three star rating by the
Audit Commission.”

Part of Ricky’s job involves travelling
around the Borough, pricing up jobs
for people such as the removal of
rubble or a tree that has been
chopped down. And whilst out on the
road he checks with his team to ensure
there are no problems.

His team also try to keep the streets
clean by encouraging people not to
put their rubbish out until the day it is

L1

due for collection. Rubbish bags
placed outside before a collection day
may be checked by his staff. If
identified, the team will contact the
householder and ask them to take
their rubbish back inside until bin day
— or risk a fine from enforcement
officers.

Fly tippers too, run the risk of a fine if
Ricky’s team and the enforcement
officers can track them down. Fines
range from between £50 and £250.

Ricky and his team are all well
trained. As well as general household
waste they have had to learn how to
safely deal with anything from
abandoned syringes to dumped
asbestos.

But at the end of his day Ricky returns
home to his wife, four daughters and
the 50 racing pigeons he keeps in a
loft at the back.

He grins with a little embarrassment
about the pigeons: “l don’t really do
any good with them. They’re just my
hobby, my way of unwinding. | go to
the loft for a couple of hours at the
end of the day and | switch off.”

Until the alarm clock rings again at
4.30am for the start of his next shift.



Parking shop opens in rejuvenated Georgian building

A grand old Stockton building has
returned to use to house a new
‘one-stop shop’ for parking
services.

The Grade Il listed Gloucester House in
the town’s Church Road has been the
subject of an extensive restoration
project.

Stockton’s parking services are being
reshaped as part of a move which is
seeing many local councils like
Stockton take over responsibility for
enforcement of parking on yellow
lines from the police. In Stockton, this
will take place early next year when
unauthorised street parking changes
from a criminal offence to a civil
offence.

This will mean that the Council can
offer a single reception desk for all
parking related matters. The new
‘shop’ will offer information about car
parking in the district, how to apply
for a season ticket in the long-stay car
parks, help with filling out car parking
forms, applications for disabled blue
badges or parking permits. And paying
that parking fine, of course.

Gloucester House has been out of use
for several years since structural
problems were discovered but is now
being restored as part of the town
centre’s regeneration.

The Council’s car parking section has
made the short move across the road
from Municipal Buildings.

Nigel Gibb, who manages the team,
said: “Gloucester House is a
magnificent Georgian building and as
soon as we heard that rejuvenation
works were planned, we made it
known that it would make the ideal
location for our team and just right
for our parking shop.

“We’ve worked very closely with the
Council’s architect so that the premises
are tailor made for the public and
provide a good office environment.”

The car parking shop is open Monday
to Thursdays 8.30am - 5pm (4.30pm
Fridays)

* Don’t forget, you can also pay
parking fines online 24 hours a day on
www.stockton.gov.uk

New project gives youngsters BEST chances

A new pilot project to improve
attendance and behaviour in
schools is being set up after
Stockton Council was chosen to
join the second phase of Behaviour
Improvement Programmes, being
piloted across the country.

To do this, the Council has received
£1.4 million to try to improve school
attendance and behaviour.

Two Behaviour Education Support
Teams (BEST) are now recruiting staff
who will work with two clusters of
schools, one in Thornaby and one in
Stockton North.

BEST co-ordinator John Lambert said:
“The purpose of the project is to
improve school attendance and
behaviour and so raise attainment
which, in turn, improves life chances or
opportunities.”

The BEST teams include a family liaison
worker, an attendance worker, a
worker from Children and Mental
Health Services and mentors. An anti-
bullying worker will work with both
teams and a police officer has been
seconded to the project.

It’s already making a difference. The
scheme has sponsored a lunchtime
gardening club in one school and staff
have discovered the children are
calmer and more communicative
following a gardening session.

And another group of students
enjoyed a residential citizenship
weekend in Osmotherly, where they
were encouraged to work together
and respect each other.

The project will work with children in
three different ways, as individuals, as
a group and within the entire school.

Mr Lambert said: “It’s a really exciting

idea that we can make a difference to
the lives of young people - those who
are excluded from school, for example.
If we can help them back into school it
has to be good for everyone.

“We intend to work with young
people who have been excluded from
school to ensure they have education
provision from day one and aren’t just
doing nothing.

“We want to try to re-engage with
them, help them to think about

what it was that led to their exclusion,
how they could avoid similar
situations, and to involve the adults

in their life to help them avoid such
circumstances.”

Some staff have already joined the
project, which should be fully
operational by September.
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New shape for East
Stockton road network

A new road development brings
back memories of bygone highways

Existing Road layout

_H

Portrack

Proposed Northbank Layout

irhe i

A new road network will be
taking shape over the coming
months just to the east of
Stockton's centre.

Designed to reduce delays
where the Riverside meets
Church Road and the Princess of
Wales Bridge, the new road will
also open up access to Tees
Valley Regeneration's Northbank
development on the former
Malleable steelworks site.
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As the new roads take shape, a look
back at to the 1930s reveals a
fascinating history of the local
highways.

70 years ago, a major development
opened up the road network leading
to the centre of Stockton, replacing
what was then a busy railway crossing
building with a new underbridge.

Today, the railway has vanished and
names of roads like Church Row and
Paradise Row no longer exist, but
these were once important town
centre routes.

Church Road was created in the early
1930s out of Church Row and Paradise
Row. It's purpose was two-fold - to
improve access to Stockton's centre
and also to bring employment
following the Great Depression.

All the work was undertaken by local
firms using local labour and, where
possible, local products. After two and
a half years of hard work, the
prestigious project was opened by The
Right Honourable Hore-Belisha -
whose name is still remembered for
the 'Belisha Beacons' that he
introduced at pedesrian crossings.



Such crossings were originally marked
by a Belisha Beacon on each side and
two rows of studs across the road -
the ""Zebra™ stripes came later to
improve visibility.

Mr Hore-Belisha served as Transport
Minister from 1934-37, as motoring
was beginning to boom. He also
introduced the driving test and
rewrote the Highway Code,
dramatically reducing road accidents.
In 1937, he became Secretary of State
for War.

You can see some old pictures of
Church Road by visiting
http://picture.stockton.gov.uk

Seven decades on, the latest
improvements will see a one-way
road network with

Maritime Road made dual-
carriageway and traffic lights
introduced at the junction of Church

Road, Maritime Road, Riverside and
the Council of Europe Boulevard.
This will allow the extension of the
town centre along the river by up to
120 acres at Northbank, where a new
research-based business and
education park, hotel, restaurants,
waterfront homes and public spaces
with inspiring new art are planned.

Today, the railway has
vanished and names of roads
like Church Row and Paradise
Row no longer exist, but these

were once important town
centre routes.

| The 1930s road scheme

under construction

Wrekin Construction are carrying out
the roadworks for Stockton Council,
funded by English Partnerships. To
minimise delays and disruption, they
will be completed in phases until

Autumn 2005. However some
disruption is inevitable and motorists
are asked to take care when
approaching the works or, if possible,
find alternative routes to avoid

the area.

At some times, the temporary closure
or part of Church Road will be
necessary - the section in the concrete
cutting to the east of Riverside. Please
look out for information nearer the
time in the local media and on the
Stockton Council website
www.stockton.gov.uk

The layout of the existing and future
roads is shown on the plans opposite.

For more information, please
call Jim Stancliffe on (01642)
526743 or email
jim.stancliffe@stockton.gov.uk
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Forty years of festivals

It’s hard to believe that the
Billingham International Folklore
Festival has been running for 40
years!

To celebrate this milestone, organisers
are working hard to ensure it’s one
never to be forgotten and this year
the theme is ‘Turning Back the Time’.

Each August, for four decades,
Billingham residents and many from
further afield have experienced rich
and varied cultures as groups from
around the world have visited the
town to perform dances in a myriad of
styles and costumes.

Organising an event like this was
much different 40 years ago.
Technology has brought email, faxes
and mobile phones and easy air travel.
In those days, everything had to be
confirmed by letter and telephone
lines were not as clear.

Simply getting here could mean a
marathon journey — and some nations
represented this year did not even
exist.

What the Festival has brought to
Billingham over the years is not only a
festive feel to the town but an annual
event which has grown from strength
to strength from its early beginnings
in 1964. There’s much more on offer
now including the daily Children’s Club
with plenty of exciting activities to
keep them occupied.

This year’s Festival will feature dance
groups from the Canary Islands,
France, Haiti, Israel, Latvia, Mexico,
Monenegro, New Zealand, Panama,
Taiwan, Ukraine, Russia and the UK.

Special opening and closing
ceremonies will take place on 7 and 14
August at the Festival Arena in
Billingham Town Centre.

Concerts will take place at the Festival
Arena In Billingham Town Centre
every afternoon as well as the Forum
Theatre and Blakeston School on every
evening of the week.

For more information, please call
(01642) 553220 or visit
www.billinhgamfestival.co.uk

To book tickets please call the Forum
Theatre Box Office on (01642) 552663.

Go down to the Green for
the Old Billingham Carnival

Billingham once again hosts an
amazing outdoor event in the
shape of the Old Billingham
Carnival and Garden Show on the
11th and 12th of September.

The annual event, now in its 12th year,
will take place on Billingham Green
and feature a number of attractions
such as the Teesside Open Strongest
Man competition, a Dog Show,
Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Flower
Show and a roaming jazz band.

The event will incorporate the
Billingham Show held in St Cuthbert’s
Church Hall, which will feature more
than 151 open classes of competition
including horticulture, homecraft,
handicraft and wine and beer making.

There will also be a number of stalls
and marquees as well as a free
Kiddies’ Corner offering face painting,
pony rides and drinks and crisps and
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Senior Citizens’ Corner with tea, coffee
and biscuits.

Carnival organiser Roger Black said:
“Anyone who would like to book a
charity or craft stall for the weekend
should contact me right away to avoid
disappointment.”

For more information on the various
attractions that will be on offer at the
show call (01642) 533089.

Stockton

holds first
Citizenship
Ceremony

The first ever Citizenship
Ceremony has taken place at
Stockton’s Register Office.

The ceremony was organised by Jayne
Robins, Stockton Council’s Registration
Services Manager, who said: “It was a
truly memorable day for all of us and
we are looking forward to the next
ceremony.”

The service was attended by Richard
Coad, the High Sheriff of the County
Palatine of Durham, Stockton Council
representatives, and family members
of the candidate taking part.

For more information on citizenship
and other ceremonies available, please
call Registration Services on

(01642) 527720.
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Easier recycling
at Haverton Hill

Recycling your household is now
even easier at the Haverton Hill
household waste disposal site.

Materials are segregated on arrival at
the site to make recycling easier and
more than 50 per cent of the waste
delivered there is now reused in some
way.

The site is well staffed with help and
advice always on hand. Improved signs
are more visible and explain what to
do and information boards are also
planned to show where the materials
are sent for recycling.

The improvements are being carried
out by Stockton Council as part of a
European Union funded INTERREG
project.

Further improvements will include the
recovery of electrical goods, furniture
and bicycles in conjunction with a local
community recycling charity.

A recent addition to the site is a
plastic bottle bank for residents keen
to recycle their used plastic bottles.

The site is only available to Stockton
and Middlesbrough residents wishing
to dispose of household waste — trade
vehicles and businesses are not
permitted to use it.

Tony spreads
with a story

Storyteller Tony Wilson brought
home the message that reading to
children is fun when he visited
four local libraries.

Tony enthralled SureStart parents and
children by storytelling and singing
songs using a banjo and guitar during
his visits to Stockton Central,
Roseworth, Thornaby Central and
Thornaby Westbury Street Libraries.

The sessions, to encourage parents to
read to their children, were attended
by 182 children and 95 parents and
each child under four received a free
book to support Tony’s positive
message about the benefits of reading
to children.

After the event at Roseworth Library
one parent said: “Children need more
events like this so that they can
discover how much fun reading and
learning can be.”

the word

All SureStart local programmes hold
educational, fun events such as
storytelling, craft and messy time for
families in their local libraries.

These events have encouraged 1,060
new members to register with their
local library over the last year.

Stockton Council’s Libraries and
Information Services Manager, Sue
Anderson, said:

“We are thrilled at the number of new
children and parents who have
become library members since our
partnership with SureStart.

“This demonstrates the hard work and
dedication which both SureStart and
Library staff have put into getting
young children and their parents to
visit the library and reap the
enjoyment of reading.”

Reading
Rollercoaster
for libraries
youngsters

Stockton libraries are taking
youngsters on a reading
extravaganza with a literary
challenge.

The Reading Rollercoaster will take
place throughout the school summer
holidays with youngsters being asked
to complete a registration card which
can be exchanged for a collectors’
pack containing a Rollercoaster
collector folder and a bookmark.

Children will then read and review a
selection of books to collect a series of
stickers that can be stuck on to the
collector folder background to
complete their own Reading
Rollercoaster including loops, tunnels,
waterslides and different rollercoaster
cars from each sticker sheet.

There Reading Rollercoaster will also
have a new summer reading challenge
website. This will retain the six existing
habitats plus four new ones for the
authors Nick Arnold, Valerie Bloom,
Michael Morpurgo and Nick Sharratt,
where the authors will describe their
favourite writing, thinking and
reading environments.

When youngsters complete the
challenge they will receive a
certificate, a medal, pen and a
fairground fortune teller.

To take part in the challenge, collect
your registration form from any of
Stockton Council’s local community
libraries.

Tristar Homes Bank
Holiday service
arrangements

Tristar Homes will be closed on 30
August - Bank Holiday Monday
but a service for emergency make-
safe repairs will be available. For
assistance please call 0800 174491.

An answering machine service will be
in operation in main service points and
any messages left will be dealt with as
quickly as possible when offices
reopen on Tuesday 31 August.
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Training — well worth it

More than 70 men whose ages
range between 20 and 65 have
completed an NVQ in bricklaying
and joinery and civil engineering
to gain the Construction Skills
Certification.

They received their certificates from
Tyne Tees Television presenter Rachel
Bullock at a prestigious presentation
evening at Arc to celebrate their
achievements earlier this year.

Stockton Council’s Training and
Employment Services assessed the
men. For many, it has been years since
they gained a skills qualification -
which is now no longer recognised.

The scheme was funded by the
Construction Industry Training Board

(CITB) and the European Social Fund
through the Tees Valley Learning and
Skills Council.

The assessment leads to NVQ and then
to the Construction Skills Certification
(CSCS) Card. Access to construction
sites is prohibited to those who do not
possess the card.

Neil Wheldon, Stockton Council’s Lead
Training Officer in Trowel Occupations,
said: “At present there are a limited
amount of agencies who can offer
assessment as well as training on
Teesside, and Stockton Council’s
Training and Employment Services is
delighted to be able to do this.

“We are very pleased with all these
men, who have made a fantastic
achievement.”

Some of the successful trainees (left to right): Colin Middleton, Mick Plant, Malcolm
Simpson, Alan Regent, Peter Gray and Rachel Bullock

Cyber Chaos
at Library

Stockton Council’s Library Service
teamed up with a new gaming
company recently to offer
youngsters the opportunity to
participate in Local Area Network
(LAN) gaming.

Cyber Chaos Ltd ran the first LAN
gaming sessions at Stockton Central
Library during April and they are set
for a return in July.

The event, which was extremely well
attended, was sponsored by
Connexions to promote an interest in
IT for youngsters who do not have
access to computers, at the same time
developing relationships through team

play.

Sue Anderson, Stockton’s Libraries and
Information Services Manager, said:
“This LAN computer gaming resource
is an exciting new venture for libraries,
in partnership with Connexions, and
we hope the Cyber Chaos event will
attract many young people.

“Opportunities for team play on
games such as Enemy Territory,
Battlefield 1942, Need for Speed
Underground, Quake and Unreal
Tournament will help to introduce
computer gaming and the wider
benefits of Information Technology.
Events such as this strengthen our
ability to remove the divide between
those who have access to computers
and those who do not.”

The Cyber Chaos session will be
repeated on Saturday 24 July in
Stockton Central Library. For more
information or to book a place please
call the library on (01642) 526522.

Tourism excellence welcomed

Stockton Tourism Service has
recently trained all of its members
in two nationally recognised
customer service courses.

The courses, Welcome Host and
Welcome All, are part of the English
Tourism Council’s Welcome to
Excellence programme and focus on
various aspects of customer service.
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Welcome Host is a general customer
service course concentrating on
communication and improving
knowledge, whilst Welcome All offers
advice and guidance on providing
services to customers with disabilities
and specific needs.

The Tourism Service will be offering
more of these courses to tourism

businesses based in the Stockton area
in the near future.

For more information about the
various courses please call (01642)
526471 or visit the Tourist Information
Centre at Stockton Central Library,
9.30am -5pm Monday to Saturday, tel
(01642) 528130 or visit our website at
www.stockton.gov.uk/visiting



Walk your way
to a healthier
lifestyle

Getting healthier is being made
easier with the creation of a
healthy walk initiative.

The ‘Stepping Out Health Walks’, run
by the Council’s Neighbourhood
Renewal Team, are a series of easy,
healthy walks that take in various
areas of the Borough including
Newtown, Hardwick, Mill Lane and
Parkfield.

The walks start from local community
and leisure centres and usually follow
circular routes within the local
neighbourhoods. Ranging from one to
three miles, they last for about an
hour.

For more information on the walks or
to join in, contact David Cowell, the
Healthy Walks Officer, at Ragworth
Neighbourhood Centre on

(01642) 393990.

Students write
their own music

Students who created their own
musical compositions have cut
their very own CD albums and
performed live in concert thanks
to a literacy project.

Youngsters from five different
Stockton schools have written their
own songs with the Write to Read
project and made the CDs at the
Sanity Multimedia recording studio.

The project, aimed at youngsters of
various ages from primary through to
college students, includes a variety of
styles including rock, R & B, ballads
and blues.

Andrew Joyce, organiser of the Write
to Read songwriting activities said:
“Everyone enjoys music of some kind,
so making up songs is a good way to
get creative.

“Write to Read aims to help local
people improve their creative
language skills through enjoyable
activities and writing songs - and
making music is great fun.”

Awards for achievement

A pilot project run by Stockton
Council’s Youth Offending Service
called ‘It’s going to work’ has
resulted in 11 young people
achieving NVQ qualifications.

They recently earned congratulations
for their achievements at a
presentation in their honour at the
Castlegate Watersports Centre.

All aged 16 - 18, they have achieved
NVQ1 City and Guilds 7696 in Cleaning
and Support Services validated by
Edexcel.

Each completed written assignments
and demonstrated their ability to work
safely alone and in teams, as well as
being observed and tested in practical
sessions.

Another 21 participants took part in
the scheme to experience work
placements, improve their job-seeking
skills and find help and support in
finding and keeping jobs.

The scheme was part funded by the
Learning and Skills Council with
support from Stockton Council.

Left to right: David Hill, Richard Booth and James Miller - three of the achievers.

Spec-tacular response to appeal

Staff at Stockton Council’s
Environment Centre have been
delighted at the response to their
recent appeal for unwanted
spectacles in support of the work
carried out by the national charity,
Vision Aid Overseas (VAO).

Hundreds of residents have seen their
way clear to drop off old spectacles
which could help improve the lives of
tens of thousands of people in third
world and developing countries who
are blighted by bad eyesight.

VAO launches around 15 projects a
year in Africa, the Indian sub-
continent and Eastern Europe,
recycling thousands of pairs of second-
hand spectacles every year, handing

them over to those in need only after
a full eye test has been carried out.

Mike Chicken, Project Manager for the
Environment Centre, said: “This is a
terrific initial response. Local people
are doing their bit for recycling whilst
at the same time helping people on
the other side of the world gain
independence, allowing them to do
things they couldn’t do before,
whether it’s playing a game, reading,
doing the household chores or going
to work.”

You can drop off spectacles at the
Environment Centre, 21 West Row,
Stockton, or at Council reception areas
as well as several local libraries and
schools. For details of collection points
call (01642) 528143.
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New sign
on the

You might recently have noticed
an eye catching new logo on the
signs, letters, publications and
vehicles of Stockton Council.

It's all part of a new corporate identity
that the council is gradually adopting.

The logo, based on an existing website
design, represents the River Tees, with
the ripples as the communications
between local people and the Council
as provider of services to the
community.

It will also raise awareness locally of
just how wide a range of services the
Council offers and project a fresh, crisp
image to match the authority’s
designation as ‘Excellent’ by the
Government.

There won’t be any ‘big splash’ launch
for the new image, however. Just as
the logo shows ripples spreading
gently from the centre, it is being
introduced only as and when new
items are required in order to minimise
waste.

The appearance of the new style,
which also includes specified typestyles
and layout on a range of items,
follows many months of behind-the-
scenes coordination so that its
introduction coincides with the
introduction of a new cost-saving
telephone system.

With many services taking on new
numbers (the 393939 switchboard does
not change), much of the Council’s
information needed to be replaced

anyway.

So you'll still see the ‘old’ logo around
for quite some time yet.
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Residents clean up Cowbridge Beck

Residents Association Chairman Ken
Shannon, pictured, said: “The
Cowbridge Beck is a wonderful feature
of Billingham that people can visit to
see all manner of plants and wildlife
or just to relax and enjoy the scenery.”

A Billingham community has been
cleaning up a local landmark
thanks to funding from two
national charities.

The North Billingham Residents’
Association received £27,500 from the
Seed Programme through the New
Opportunities Fund as well as £4,600
from the Stockton Residents’ and
Communities Group Association
Community Chest to clean up
Cowbridge Beck and build a footpath
across it to make easier access to the
shops at High Grange Estate.

To join the Association or to learn
about its activities, call Ken Shannon

Made up of people from all walks of
life, the group works closely with local
organisations including the Wildlife
Trust. Members have also planted
more than 2,000 trees along the beck,
which features kingfishers, duck and
voles amongst its rare wildlife.

£20m partnership
brings warmer homes

Stockton Council and Tristar Homes have given the Teesside economy a boost as homes in
Stockton, Billingham and Thornaby are to benefit from a £20 million five-year partnership
for replacing and servicing heating. The contract will secure 120 jobs at H & B Heating and
Plumbing of Middlesbrough and could mean additional recruitment. In 25 years, the family-
run company has installed more than 20,000 central heating systems across the Tees Valley.
Seen above, Harry Butler, Managing Director of H & B Heating (left) and David Vasey, Head
of Business Development, Tristar Homes (centre), talk through details of their new
partnership with CIiff Eskensen, H & B Heating and Plumbing Health and Safety officer.



Billingham’s legal eagles

Budding legal eagles from a
Billingham school have shown
how well they know the law after
progressing to the national finals
in a legal competition.

Northfield School pupils took first
place in the Citizenship Foundation
Magistrates Court mock trial
competition at Teesside Magistrates
Court earlier this year.

The 13 Year Nine pupils had to
prosecute and defend two mock trials
against other schools from across the
North East.

The Northfield School team then
progressed to the northern regional
finals at Kendal, Cumbria, where they
defeated Whitehaven School and
Queen Elizabeth School from Hexham.

They will now go on to take part in
the national finals in Birmingham

Magistrates Court on 10 July against
other regional finalists from across the
UK.

On top of this, 13-year-old Jonathan
Reilly from the school has won the
national court reporting competition,
run in conjunction with the mock trial
competition.

Jonathan, a Year Eight pupil and one
of the youngest entrants, submitted
his article, which was judged by the
editor of the Birmingham Post
newspaper and found to be the best
in country.

Carole Parker, Head of Humanities and
Citizenship Coordinator for Northfield
School said: “We’re all very proud of
the students for the effort and
dedication they have shown in this
competition and we wish them all the
best for the national finals.”

SunSmart children

With cases of skin cancer
continuing to rise, Cancer
Research UK’s summer SunSmart
campaign focuses on protecting
children and young people as
“Kids Cook Quick™.

Delicate young skin is easily burned
and sunburn in childhood or
adolescence significantly increases the
risk of skin cancer in later life.

Malignant melanoma, or skin cancer, is
particularly dangerous and rose by a
huge 16 per cent between 1999 and
2000. It is the most common cancer
amongst 15-19 year olds and 80 per
cent of cases are caused by exposure
to sunlight.

The best way to avoid the sun’s
danger is to stay in the shade at the

hottest times; keep covered with cool

cotton clothing; wear a hat to protect
the neck and face; wear sunglasses to

protect the eyes; use a sun protection

cream with an SPF of 15 or higher and
re-apply it frequently.

Locally, there is concern about the
overuse of sunbeds, which may also
trigger skin cancer. The greater the
use, the greater the risk.

Pam Cooper, of North Tees PCT Public
Health, said: “Ideally, sunbeds should
not be used for cosmetic purposes at
all.

“Safer alternatives such as tanning
creams are available. We would urge
all young people and parents of young
children to consider the possible
consequences of over-exposure to the
sun and the use of sunbeds.”

Need medical care when
your GP surgery is closed?

It’'s amazing, isn’t it, how your
child’s temperature suddenly rises
to alarming levels during the
middle of the night? Or an elderly
relative complains of indigestion or
chest pain around suppertime?
Your local GP surgery is closed at
these times — so what should you
do?

One of the first places you can seek
help is NHS Direct — on 0845 46 47, a
24-hour advice line run by the health
service where trained nurses will ask
you questions and suggest the next
steps to take.

But if you feel you need urgent care
and your GP surgery has closed, a new
service to treat patients in the Tees
Valley has been established.

If you are registered with a GP in the
Stockton area, this ‘out-of-hours’ service
on 0870 240 6518 can be called Monday
to Thursday 6pm — 8am, weekends from
Friday 6pm — Monday 8am and during
Bank Holidays from 6pm the night
before until 8am the day after.

You will be asked some questions
before being advised where and when
to attend.

If you would like more information
please call the Patient Advice Liaison
Service (PALS) helpline on 0800 052
2863.

Planting in the park

A Teesside garden festival is
continuing its popular series of
events with a bulb planting session
this autumn.

The Teesside Garden and Woodland
Festival on 11/12 September will be
holding a bulb planting weekend at
Preston Park.

School children are to be invited to
plant bulbs including daffodils and
Crocuses.

The event will feature various stalls,
trade stands and craft. Two-for-one
tickets will be available from Stockton
Central Library and Preston Hall
Museum on a first come first served
basis.

Everyone is welcome. For more
information visit our website at
www.stockton.gov.uk or call the event
organiser, Doug Moore, on

07977 134364.
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Stockton Adult Education

Stockton Adult
Education service
learners can now
enrol online.

Learners can browse from the comfort
of their own home or for free at any
Stockton Library or Stockton Online
Centre if they do not have access to a
computer. This will be a very secure
service, which ensures that a person’s
details cannot be intercepted or stolen
and we are confident that online
enrolment will become the most
popular method used by learners.

This new system will allow potential
and current learners to view up-to-
date course details and information as
well as enrol on their chosen courses
and make payments online without
queuing or waiting for returns in the
post. Data viewed on-line is ‘real time’
and provides learners with the exact
number of places available on a course
at that time. Learners will receive
immediate confirmation that they
have a place on the course.
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Qur aim is to:

* provide accurate and easily
available course information to
students about vacancies, venues
and fees to enable them to enrol
for their course with ease.

* collect fees safely and in good time
from those who need to pay and
make it easy and without
embarrassment for those students
who pay reduced fees.

e improve the information about
courses and available places to
those who advise students about
courses and to enable them to
enrol immediately without having
to refer again to another office.

Features

The Web site holds details of all
courses and a course search facility by:

= Hot Courses
e Coming Soon
e Subject of course

e Location
e Day
e Time

e Distance from home to location

Learners will be able to:

e view specific course detail

= enrol themselves onto one or
multiple courses using a Shopping
Basket

e pay the course fees (using the
Shopping Basket) by a single
debit/credit card transaction

e place themselves on a waiting list

e log onto their own homepage and
view details of enrolments

Learners can enquire about courses
online by using the email addresses
provided or, if preferred, they can
speak to a member of staff by
telephone or face to face. Any learner



who is unsure about whether a course
is for them can contact a qualified
adviser, who will be happy to discuss
their requirements. A one-to-one
interview can be arranged if required.
Learners with additional needs can be
given access to additional learning
support, which may be one-to-one
support or access to a wide range of
equipment such as user-friendly mice,
adapted keyboards, cookery utensils
for those with a visual impairment and
specialist software. The Learner
Support Office can be contacted

on 527908.

We are holding a number of drop-in
sessions for learners who would like
help to enrol online. A member of
staff will guide them through the
process. The session will be at
Billingham Community Centre, The
Causeway, Billingham on Monday 19th
July and Tuesday 20th July 10-2 and
7-8pm and Wednesday 21st July 10-2
at Thornaby Flights Centre, The Old
Airfield, Master Road, Thornaby.

Our Billingham office can be contacted
on 527905 and Thornaby office 528121

We have a wide range of courses
available. Here are a small selection.

For more ideas please see our website
www.stockton.gov.uk/adulted

Aromatherapy
Reflexology

Indian Head Massage
Astronomy

Floral Art

Cake Decoration
Cookery

Yachting

Sign Language
Dressmaking
Embroidery
Counselling

Soft Furnishings
Crafts

Art

Dyslexia Awareness
History

Computers
Woodwork

Best in the country!

Stockton Adult Education Service was
inspected by the Adult Learning
Inspectorate in April. The service
recieved the best grades ever awarded
(see page 40). A good reason for being

sure you will share a high quality
learning experience. Several of our
staff were given the highest grades
possible for teaching. Family Learning
and the Performing Arts were given
grade 1’s - the top grade. The full
report can be seen online at
www.stockton.gov.uk/adulted

Matrix

We are delighted to announce that
Stockton Adult Education Service has
achieved accreditation against the
Matrix Quality Standard for
Information, Advice and Guidance
services. The accreditation is awarded
to organisations who show
commitment to high quality service
provision and are working towards
continually improving their service.

“Achieving the Matrix Quality
Standard means that at Stockton Adult
Education Service we can be sure that
we meet the highest standards for
providing Information, Advice and
Guidance to our learners and
prospective learners”, said Alan Bell,
Principal Adult Education Officer
(Student Support).
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Young fire marshals spread
safety messages in schools

Young fire marshals have been recruited in
schools as part of the Brigade’s drive to
improve fire safety awareness among

pupils.

Year six pupils at three primary schools in
Stockton and Billingham have been
appointed as Assistant Fire Marshals by the
Community Education team, to help their
school fire warden, the caretaker.

There are six marshals at Pentland Primary
in Billingham and Tilery and Hartburn
schools in Stockton, who have been trained
to help the fire warden carry out
inspections and report back any findings of
a fire hazard. They are also responsible for
delivering fire safety messages to fellow

pupils.

Dave Turton, Community Fire Safety
Development Manager said: “This initiative
was devised in partnership with the Healthy
Schools Programme in Stockton as a novel
way to get fire safety messages across to
younger members of the community.”

Firefighters meet young fire marshals at Tilery
School.

Firefighters work with
partners to fit alarms for
vulnerable residents

Firefighters at Cleveland Fire Brigade have
linked up with local authority partners to fit
smoke alarms for vulnerable residents, as
part of their community fire safety work.

The Brigade is working with sensory loss
teams in local authorities and contact
centre, Loop, to identify people with a
disability, who may need extra help with
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fire safety in the home.

Home Fire Safety Checks are being offered
to all residents in the Brigade area, and
firefighters who carry out home visits to
offer advice are particularly keen to reach
vulnerable members of the community such
as people who are deaf.

If a member of the community is identified
with hearing difficulties, either via Loop,
the contact centre which sets up home fire
safety checks, or through the home visit
process, the sensory loss team from the local
authority, is given details so they can assess
whether a deaf alarm should be fitted by
the Brigade.

Provision of suitable smoke alarm cover for
deaf residents usually involves fitting at
least two interlinking alarms. The cost of
alarms is met by the local authority.

For more information call (01429) 872311.

Working together to keep
children safe

A unique partnership has begun between
Cleveland Fire Brigade and Yarm Primary
School to ensure the safety of children
arriving at school. Congestion of roads,
danger to children and the blocking of
access for fire engines were all a by-product
of parents dropping off their children on a
morning.

In order to alleviate this problem,
agreement was reached whereby the
adjacent Yarm Fire Station would be used as
a dropping off point for children supervised
by volunteer parents.

Station Manager Barry Waller said: “This is
a great initiative from which we all gain.
Children are safer and we can access the
estates behind the school much easier. It has
been a great partnership success between
ourselves, the school, and Stockton Borough
Council.”

Translators join community
fire safety team

Cleveland Fire Brigade is delighted to
welcome Naseem Mahmood and Pervaze
Rehman, who are working with the
Community Fire Safety team, to help spread
our messages to the wider community.

The knowledge and skills, which Naz and

Pav bring to the Brigade, include the ability
to speak Urdu and Punjabi.

Naz said: “I’ve had the great opportunity to
join the community safety team at
headquarters. Living in the Teesside area
and having the skills of a bilingual
interpreter, | hope | can help the Brigade in
the ways of fostering good relations with
various communities and making good links
and maintaining those links.”

Pav said: “I am delighted to join the Fire
Brigade’s Community Fire Safety team.

| hope to identify the areas of fire safety
education that would be most suitable for
people from the ethnic minorities, and also
to identify the barriers that have prevented
minority communities from easily accessing
fire safety services, and most of all to break
these barriers.

“Once this task is complete, it is hoped that
continual links with the community groups
will develop stronger relationships with the
fire brigade. | look forward to assisting
other departments with issues of cultural
understanding.”

If you wish to use this, or any of our services
please call 01429 872311

Mike’s yacht trip brings
bounty for charity

Retired firefighter Mick Fellows sailed
round Britain this summer and raised £1200
for charity.

The former Stockton firefighter completed
the 2,500 mile round-trip from Hartlepool
Marina in his 28ft yacht, Kes, in three
months, to collect sponsorship cash to be
shared between the Fire Service Benevolent
Fund and the RNLL.

To learn more about Mike’s journey log on
to www.redcarlifeboat.org.uk



Information
Sharing and
Assessment

A system of improved information
sharing amongst agencies to protect
children and ensure that they have a
better, safer and brighter future is at
the heart of a new scheme in Stockton

Here is a guide to Confidentiality of and Access to your information as a child, young person, parent or carer.

Information sharing between professionals

All organisations which provide services for children and young people store and record information, they also
need to communicate with other organisations involved with a child. They have a legal right to share information
when it is in the best interest of the child or young person.

Although the sharing of information must follow the legislation of the Data Protection and Human Rights Acts,
confidentiality must never be used as a reason for withholding information when it would be in the child’s best
interest to share it.

What information is held by organisations?

Organisations hold information such as name, gender, date of birth, address, detail of parents, religion, ethnicity,
household and significant people/family members, and language spoken. They also hold records of how they have
assessed a child’s needs and details of the services provided. Information will not be kept for longer than necessary;
However, in some cases organisations are required by law to keep information for specified periods.

Can | see what information is held on me?
Yes - you are entitled to know what information is held on you and for what purpose under the Data Protection
Act 1998. You are entitled to have access to this information by applying to the organisation that holds it.

You have rights about information held on you and how it is used. If you hold “parental resonsibility”” for a child
you will have rights about the information held on them.

Below are the principles of Data Protection which are enforceable by law.

Data must be fairly and lawfully processed

Data can only be processed for limited purpose

Data must be adequate, relevant and not excessive

Data must be accurate

Data must not be kept longer that necessary

Data must be processed in accordance with the person’s right

Data must be kept securely

Data must not be transferred to a country without adequate reciprocal arrangements.

There are a few exceptions to the above in relation to certain situations. Professionals have to release/share
information under the following conditions;

= When there is a belief that a child might be at risk of harm

= When there is reason to believe the release of information may prevent or detect a crime

* By order of a court, or for taxation, or public health issues.

Information has always been stored within agencies.
The aim of Information Sharing and Assessment (ISA) is to improve ‘information sharing’ between agencies
and families.

If you would like any more information please contact Lesley Dale,
ISA Coordinator, on 01642 358927 or email lesley.dale@stockton.gov.uk
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POLICE BEAT

New technology

Police in Ingleby Barwick are piloting a
new cycle helmet camera to help
identify young person/s involved in
anti social behaviour.

Pictured is PC Kevin Stockley on one of
the many walkways in one of Europe’s
largest private developments. He said:-
” This is excellent equipment and is
already having an effect on the estate.
Ingleby Barwick is a very pleasant area
and troublemakers should think twice
before committing offences.”

Yobs watch out

The latest edition to Stockton’s
ongoing commitment to curb crime
and disorder in the town is a mobile
sound and vision CCTV state of the art
van, part funded, through Stockton
Safer Partnership
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The vehicle has already seen significant
use in tackling town centre binge
drinking and gathering evidence on
estates of nuisance and anti social
behaviour. Inspector Williams, said:-
“We are working in Line with the
Chief Constable vision of ‘Putting
People First’ and the National Policy of
‘Building Safer Communities
Together’ (pictured below left are
Inspector Mick Williams and Stockton
Borough Council Community Safety
Manager Marilyn Davies.

Crime Prevention -
Don’t let

complacency ruin it

Remember most thefts are committed
by opportunist thieves. Open garage
doors, insecure front doors are open
invitation for lawnmowers, cycles and
handbags to be stolen when you're
enjoying the family barbecue in the
rear garden. Stockton Police wish
everyone a safe and happy holiday.

Partnership

Stockton Police and Stagecoach have
formed a partnership to reduce anti
social behaviour and vandalism on
buses in the area.

Police Community Support Officers
(PCSOs) have been patrolling the buses

for some weeks and there has been a
noticeable drop in incidents. Inspector
Colin White, Community safety added
“Partnership work is essential to
reducing problems in Stockton and we
are pleased that the public and staff of
Stagecoach feel safer when staff are
deployed.

“We are committed to reducing crime
and disorder and as more cctv are
installed on buses we are certain
incidents will continue to decline.”
pictured PCSO Michael Lindley and
PCSO Tracey Lund.

Message from
Stockton District
Commander - Dave
Pickard

Cleveland Police has recently been
reported in the press as being one of
the worst five performing forces in the
country.

This report was taken over a three-year
period from 2000 to 2003 and | would
like to assure you that we have moved
dramatically forward since that time.

Improvements include the
implementation of our Putting People
First Programme and Operation Sabre.
Indeed a far less publicised report
carried out on Stockton District in May
2004 was far more positive and places
us mid-table, with obvious signs of
continuing improvement.

This is further evidence by success in
2004 of winning two national awards,
namely Beacon Status for the
community safety partnership, and
tackling drugs.

Cleveland police are determined to
carry on improving our service and in
partnership make the area an even
safer place to live and work.



First flush of
new facilities

New state-of-the-art public
conveniences are now in place just
off Norton High Street — and work
is under way to build new toilets
in the Shambles on Stockton High
Street.

The new facilities in Norton are at
Maybray King Walk, between Safeway
car park and Norton High Street,
providing male, female and disabled
toilets in a small traditional block.

In Stockton, work has started on new

modern male and female toilets being
built in The Shambles, along the High

Street, along with disabled toilet and

baby changing facilities. Completion is
expected by October.

This is part of improvement works
being carried out on the famous listed
building on Stockton High Street.

“The toilets in Norton will be a
valuable service for visitors, shoppers
and businesses,” said Jamie McCann,
Stockton Council’s Head of Direct
Services.

“There was a lot of consultation with
Norton residents and the new facilities
bring an end to many years without
any provision in this vibrant village.

“It is essential that we have modern,
clean facilities in Stockton — they are a
major component of any thriving and
successful Town Centre. The new
facilities will be a boost and wiill
replace our old, underground toilets
by the Town Hall, which will be
demolished.”

A picture paints a thousand words

Local youngsters have put their
artistic skills into encouraging
people to pay their Council Tax by
Direct Debit.

Children at the Abbey Hill School
Technology College, Stockton, were
asked to paint a picture representing
one of Stockton Mayor Jennie
Beaumont’s chosen charities — the
Great North Air Ambulance Service and
the Butterwick Hospice campaign to
develop family support for child
bereavement.

The winning picture, chosen by the
Mayor herself, was drawn by 13 year
old Polly Willis.

After printing the picture on the back
of thousands of Council Tax Direct
Debit application forms, the Council’s
Taxation Division is now contributing
£1 to the two chosen charities for
every new direct debit set up during
2004, up to a maximum of £2,000.

With a choice of four payment dates
(1, 5, 15 or 28 of each month) the
Council hopes the campaign will be a
huge success - the real incentive being
that local people can help local
charities for free.

For details of the campaign or about
paying your Council Tax by direct
debit, please telephone Customer
Services staff on (01642) 397108.

il

Danger! Dispose of chemicals safely

If you have any old cans of
substances lurking in the garage,
you should know that new
government legislation requires
disposal of certain chemicals to be
done safely and carefully.

With a ban on creosote and certain
pesticides now in force, any unused
substances should have been disposed
of by the end of June this year.

This comes after the sale and use of a
number of pesticides was banned after

research showed they were more likely
to cause cancer than previously
thought.

However, pre-treated timber can still
be sold and used provided that
frequent skin contact is avoided.

Chris Hayward, Stockton Council’s
Waste and Fleet Services Manager,
said: “Anyone with these chemicals
must not pour them down sinks and
toilets or dump it on waste land, as
this could put animals, birds and
people in danger.

“Any unused creosote or pesticides
should be taken to the Household
Waste Recycling Centre at Haverton
Hill, where it can be safely disposed
free of charge.”

More information about creosote is
available at on our website at
http://www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/topicsl/facts/
creosote.htm

A list of the pesticides that have been

withdrawn can be found at
http://www.cropprotection.org.uk
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Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council

Waste Reduction and Recycling Newsletter

Re-News- -

Sack the grass!

Funding Boost for Garden Waste Collection Scheme

The Council has recently secured £570,000 funding from the
Government to provide a green garden waste collection scheme again
this year.

A trial collection service for 24,000 homes has now started and will run
until Spring 2005. Garden waste is collected fortnightly on the same
day as wheeled bin collections but on alternate weeks to the blue box
and bag general recycling service.

We will be closely monitoring the participation and effect on the waste
stream.

Each home involved in the trial scheme has received a roll of 26 clear
plastic bags to collect their garden cuttings and a leaflet explaining the
scheme.

Additional bags are available for purchase at a cost of £2.00 per roll
from the Council’s Environment Centre on West Row, Stockton or by
contacting Care for Your Area.

______________________________________________________
Are You Recycling Yet?

Unsure about when, where and how you can recycle using the blue
box and bag recycling collection service?

The three rules below should keep you on the right lines.

Where: Please put your blue box and bag at the front of your home in
an area where our collection crew are able to see it.

When: Your box and bag should be put out by 7.00am on your
collection day.

Your collection time may vary but by putting them out by this time you
won't miss the collection. If 7.00am is too early for you consider
putting the box and bag out the night before.

How: In the box - rinse out bottles and jars, wash and squash cans.
In the bag - use the bag for all paper to be recycled.

Say “No” to junk mail!

If you are fed up with receiving junk mail contact the
Mailing Preference Service, a free facility that allows
householders to have their name removed from the
Y v %o records of those ‘junk mail’ companies.
NN MPS can be contacted at:
6 Mailing Preference Service (MPS) DMA House,
4 70 Margaret Street, London W1W 8SS
n o Tel: 0207291 3310

.fjj} ‘
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Everyone
Ioves a rotter

Did you know that a staggering
60% of home waste could be
recycled or re-used and that up to
half of that is garden and kitchen
waste which could be
composted?

The Council in conjunction with
WRAP (Waste & Resources Action
Programme) recently launched the
'Everyone Loves a Rotter' home
composting initiative. To make
home composting accessible to all
a special compost bin offer is
available to residents of the
Borough.

The 330 litre Compost Converter
Bin is available for £5.00 (rrp
£49.95).

Offer includes free delivery, free
ventilation trowel (subject to
availability) and free 'How to be a
rotter' guide.

To obtain your composter simply
call 0845 7300 123 (calls are
charged at local rates).

Why not give it a go?

Composting reduces the amount of
rubbish we throw away each week in our
wheeled bins and it's a great chemical
free resource for your garden that saves
you money.

...It's easy to be green
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Be Nappy Happy!

Do you use disposable nappies for
your baby?

Have you ever considered using
'real' nappies as an alternative?

Each day in the UK we throw away
approximately 8 million nappies.
Many that are thrown away end up
in landfill sites, buried to rot away
for many, many years. The use of
real nappies helps to cut down on
the growing amount of rubbish we
generate.

Real nappies can also save you money in the long term and are easier
and more convenient to use than they used to be. If you would like
more information about real nappies please contact us.

Can We Help?

If you are elderly or registered disabled and find it difficult to carry the blue
box and bag to the front of your home on collection day, we can help.

Please contact us for more information.

For general information about reducing, reusing and recycling rubbish in the
Borough of Stockton-on-Tees or for detailed information about the dates of
recycling collections in your area please contact us

Postal Address: Care for Your Area, Service Stockton, Stockton-on-Tees
Borough Council, Cowpen Depot, Cowpen Lane, Billingham, TS23 4DD

01642 391959

01642 391944

01642 565694
careforyourarea@stockton.gov.uk
www.stockton.gov.uk/careforyourarea

Telephone:
Fax:
Minicom:
Email:
Website:

Send Your Stamps

Used postage stamps can used to raise funds for the Butterwick
Hospice. Send them to the Waste Management Department, Service
Stockton, Sun Street, Thornaby, TS17 6HB. You can also donate the
stamps directly to your local Butterwick Hospice shop.

L A e e——]
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Trash to
Treasure

Do you have a talent for turning
old things into new?

A new regular feature of this
newsletter will be a 'top tips'
section where we encourage you
to send in your ideas on how to
reduce and re-use the rubbish
from your home.

In each edition of this newsletter
we will print the 5 best top-tips
we receive and as a small 'thank
you' each sender of the tips will be
sent a £25.00 voucher to spend in
their local Asda!

Here is one of our top tips to help
kick-start your ideas:

d Buy in bulk and refills

where possible. Buying a one litre
bottle of juice, pop or milk will
mean that half as much
packaging will be thrown away
than if you buy two half litre
bottles.

Please post or email your top-tips
to us.

Recycling your rubbish
from home is easy, it's
convenient and it helps
the environment!

Think!

Recyclingill

before you bin it.

S —

produced by Service Stockton
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“Don’t turn
a blind eye”

Communities are being urged to
help combat fly-tippers and
people who fly-post, causing a
blight on neighbourhoods by
dumping waste and erecting
unsightly and dangerous illegal
signs.

A £100 reward is being offered to
anyone who can provide information
about fly-tippers that leads to a
successful prosecution.

Anyone who sees people putting up
posters or placards on road signs or
light columns and can provide
descriptions or registrations, can ring
(01642) 391959 or email
careforyourarea@stockton.gov.uk in
confidence with the details that will
help secure prosecutions against
individuals or businesses which fly-tip
and fly-post.

The Local Government Association
(LGA) has recently called for tougher
penalties to deter criminals from
dumping waste, spreading graffiti and
fly-posting. They are backing proposals
for higher fines for fly-tipping and
other environmental crimes.

Graeme Small, Stockton Council’s
Enforcement Team Manager, said:
“The Care For Your Area Team work
hard to tackle the problems
surrounding fly-tipping and fly-posting
and with the help of people across the
Borough we can rid the streets of litter
and fly-posters.

“Crimes such as fly-tipping can lead to
communities looking run down and
that can lead to people losing pride in
where they live. We back calls for
tougher penalties for those people
found guilty of fly-tipping and fly-
posting.”

Charitable language
business grows

A Thornaby-based community
language business is rapidly
expanding with staff numbers
doubling and turnover rising to
more than £450,000.

Everyday Language Solutions, of
Robert House, Thornaby, gained
charitable status two years ago and is
now seeking to create additional work
for interpreters across the Tees Valley.

The business offers language support
for non-English speakers and, in doing
so, helps to create racial harmony.

It promotes good race relations with
its quality service of interpreters and
works to eliminate discrimination on
grounds of race by encouraging
equality of opportunity between
people of different racial groups.
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Operations Manger Adrienne Atkin
said: “The service benefits those
disadvantaged by an inability to
understand and communicate
effectively in English.”

Everyday Language Solutions caters
for more than 60 languages and has
130 registered interpreters.

Its clients include local authorities,
housing and education bodies, social
services, environmental services,
asylum support teams, legal
organisations, the police and voluntary
and community groups.

For more information on the business
telephone (01642) 603203 or e-mail
info@everydaylanguagesolutions.co.uk
or go to the website
www.everydaylanguagesolutions.co.uk

Fun forum
offers
learning
for young
people

A ‘fun forum’ to encourage young
people to work together to find
training or employment took place
at Billingham in May.

Aimed at 16-18 year-olds who had not
found employment, it was designed to
contribute to programmes that
actively meet young peoples’ needs so
that they can access education,
training or employment.

The event, at Billingham Forum, gave
the young people the chance to join in
workshops and motivational activities
to help them build confidence and
take part in team building exercises.
Run by the Army’s Green Howards and
Royal Logisitics Corps, the activities
also included ice skating, bowling and
swimming.

Agencies involved included Stockton
Council’s Youth Service and Training
and Employment Services, City Centre
Training, NACRO and Stockton
Riverside College. The event was run
by the Stockton Entry 2 Employment
Network with other local training
providers.




What’s On

July, August and September 2004

Three unmissable events

Stockton International Riverside Festival brings a top Music Weekend on 23-25 July, followed by the spectacular Street Theatre Weekend
from 29 July — 1 August. The European Nations Dragon Boat Championships takes place on the River Tees over the same weekend of 31July
-1 August, based at the University of Durham, Queen’s Campus, Stockton. And the Billingham International Folklore Festival celebrates its
40th anniversary from 7-14 August with traditional music and dance from across the globe.

JULY

5-31 July

Diverse Characters

Biennial Exhibition of a North Yorkshire Calligrapher, to be
held at Individuals, 137 High Street, Yarm. Contact Colin
Dowling on dowlings.cm@btinternet.com

11 July

Music in the Park

Preston Park Walled Garden, 2-4pm. An afternoon of Jazz -
Brass — Silver music. Tel: Carol Croft on (01642) 527345

11 July

Water Shrews & Mammals

Billingham Beck, 10am. Learn more about Britain’s small
mammals and water shrews. Tel: (01642) 397609

18 July

Ridewell

Police Road Safety Event at Preston Park, supported by
Stockton Council. Contact Sgt Nick Walker (01642) 301552

18 July

Guided Cycle Rides Ridewell

Preston Park, 10am. Guided Cycle rides for all from
Stockton. Tel: Neil Ellison on (01642) 526735 or email:
neil.ellison@stockton.gov.uk

18 July

Country Craft Day

Station House Visitor Centre, Wynyard Woodland Park,
from 11lam. Arts, crafts, gift stalls and refreshments. Tel:
(01740) 630011

18 July

Football Tournament

Norton & Stockton Ancients 8-13 year-olds tournament and
entertainment. Contact Sarah Bell on 07715 472735.

19 July

Xplore Holiday Activity 3 - 16 year-olds

Various sports activities. Contact Sports Development on
(01642) 397373

20 July -1 September

Reading Rollercoaster

National Reading Challenge, held at all Stockton Libraries.
Contact Tony Quantrill on (01642) 526995

20 July -1 September

Summer Holiday Crafts

Craft working at all Libraries. For more information contact
Tony Quantrill on (01642) 526995

21 July- 1 Sept

Leisure Centre Activities

- Junior Activities at all the centres

Tel: Splash (01642) 393900

Tel: Thornaby Pavilion (01642) 760971

Tel: Thornaby Pool (01642) 616727

Tel: Billingham Forum (01642) 551381

Tel: Stockton Sports Centre (01642) 607994
More info: www.icthebear.com

23 July

Minibeast Roadshows

Norton Library, 2pm. Come and look at minibeasts with the
Preston Park/River Tees Rangers. Tel: (01642) 788907

23 July

Nature Trail Quiz

Quiz trail around Preston Park with the Preston Park/River
Tees Rangers, 10am. Tel: (01642) 788907

23 July -1 August

Stockton International Riverside Festival

One of Europe’s biggest street art festivals at various sites
around Stockton High Street & Riverside. Call: (01642)
528130

24 July

Robin Hood Open Air Theatre

A re-telling of the classic legend at Preston Park, 7pm. Tel:
(01642) 393936

26 July

Teddy Bears Picnic

Bring your teddy bear and a packed lunch for an afternoon
of fun and games at Station House Visitor Centre, Wynyard
Woodland Park. Tel: (01740) 630011 or email:
wynyard.woodland@stockton.gov.uk

26 July

Minibeast Roadshows

Look at minibeasts, with Preston Park/River Tees Rangers,
plus a craft session at Stockton Central Library, 2pm. Tel:
(01642) 788907 or email:
river.teescountrysideteam@stockton.gov.uk

29 & 30 July

Create a Creature

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park Activity Centre, 10.30am.
Tel: (01642) 415225 or email:
cowpenbewley.woodlandpark@stockton.gov.uk

29 July -1 August

Dragon Boat Racing

European Dragon Boat Racing Championships at University
of Durham, Queen’s Campus, Stockton. 10 countries
competing for supremacy — come on down with the family.
For details call: (01642) 397018

2 August

Billingham Safari

A morning of nature discovery at Billingham Beck Country
Park, 11am. Tel: (01642) 397609

3 August

Minibeast Roadshows

Thornaby Central Library, 2pm. Come and look at
minibeasts with the Preston Park/River Tees Rangers, plus a
craft session. Tel: (01642) 788907

6 August

Hardwick Fun Day

Family Fun Day at Hardwick Shops. Contact: Julie Gregory
on (01642) 800133

7 August

Face Painting

Come and visit Castlegate Shopping Centre, 10am - 2pm
for face painting fun. Tel: Terry Shipley on (01642) 672783

7-14 August

Billingham International Folklore Festival

Folk dance companies from all over the world ascend on
Billingham. For further details contact Joe Maloney on
(01642) 651060

11 August

Kite Kapers

Station House Visitor Centre, Wynyard Woodland Park, off
A177 Thorpe Thewles, 1pm. Tel: (01740) 630011

11 August

Crime & Disorder Audit Day

An opportunity for residents to give their view on the
Community Safety Plan for 2003-2008 at Stockton’s Town
Hall. Contact Marilyn Davies on (01642) 527610

11 August

Minibeast Roadshows

Thornaby Westbury St Library, 2pm. Come look at
minibeasts with the Preston Park/River Tees Rangers, plus a
craft session. Tel: (01642) 788907

12 August

Minibeasts and Stuff

A minibeast safari at Museum Preston Park with the
Preston Park/River Tees Rangers, 10am. Tel: (01642) 788907

15 August

Music In The Park

Preston Park Walled Garden, 2-4pm. Come and enjoy an
afternoon of Jazz - Brass - Silver music. Tel: Carol Croft on
(01642) 527345 or email: carol.croft@stockton.gov.uk

15 August

Guided Cycle Rides

Great Salt Road, 10am. Guided Cycle rides for all with
Stockton’s Road Safety Team.

Tel: Neil Ellison on (01642) 526735

20 August

Crazy Kids

Station House Visitor Centre, Wynyard Woodland Park, off
Al77 Thorpe Thewles, 1pm. Become a nature detective for
a day. Tel: (01740) 630011

21 August

New Deal Mental Health Day

Entertainment for all the family in Preston Park. For details
contact Jill Shelton on (01642) 732436 or email:
jillshelton11@hotmail.com

24-27 August

Events Week

Events from Astronomy - Lord of the Rings at all libraries.
Contact Tony Quantrill for further details on (01642)
526995

26 August

Tall Tales Small Snails

Tees Forest Storytelling Festival, Station House Visitor
Centre, at Wynyard Woodland Park, off A177 Thorpe
Thewles, 8+ 8.30pm; under-8’s 7.15pm. Tel: (01740) 630011

27 August

Tales from the Tees

Tees Forest Storytelling Festival, Preston Park Museum,
1pm. Circus skills and drumming workshops with the
Preston Park/River Tees Rangers. Tel: (01642) 788907

27-30 August

Stockton Summer Show

Entertainment for all to enjoy at Preston Park. For further
information please contact Carol Croft on (01642) 52 7345
or email events@stockton.gov.uk

29 August

Tales from the Trees

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park Activity Centre, 2pm.
Storytelling and circus skills. Tel: (01642) 415225 or email:
cowpenbewley.woodlandpark@stockton.gov.uk

30 August

Ducks in the Fast Lane

Billingham Beck Country Park, 2pm. Quacky Races on the
beck. Tel: (01642) 397609 or email:
billingham.beck@stockton.gov.uk

SEPTEMBER

4 September

Face Painting

Castlegate Shopping Centre, 10am-2pm. Come and visit for
face painting fun. Tel: (01642) 672783

5 September

Thornaby Show

Entertainment for all the family at Harold Wilson
Recreation Ground. For more details please contact
Thornaby Town Council on (01642) 552663

11 & 12 September

Billingham Carnival & Garden Show

Horticulture, craft show and family entertainment at Old
Billingham Green. Contact Roger Black for more
information on (01642) 533089

11 & 12 September

Teesside Autumn Gold Garden Festival

Preston Park. Contact Jean Welch for more details on
(01423) 867114

18 September

Guided Cycle Rides

10am Route TBC - Guided cycle rides for all with Stockton’s
Road Safety Team. Tel: Neil Ellison on (01642) 526735

19 September

Battle of Britain Day

Parades through the Stockton High Street, 10am. Tel: Nigel
Hart on (01642) 526193

19 September

Music In The Park

Preston Park Walled Garden, 2-4pm. Enjoy an afternoon of
Music in the Park. Tel: Carol Croft on (01642) 527345

19 September

Walk on the Wild Side

Station House Visitor Centre, Wynyard Woodland Park, off
A177 Thorpe Thewles, 10am.

Tel: (01740) 630011

22 September

In Town Without My Car

Car-less activities on Stockton High Street. Tel: (01642)
527568

We have made every effort to ensure that the information
on this page is accurate. However, unforeseen
circumstances may result in changes and you are strongly
advised to check details with the organisers.

For up-to-date listings of what’s on, see

www.stockton.gov.uk
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Adult
education
earns top
marks

Tutors and learners celebrate in Stockton
High Street

Stockton’s 7,500 adult learners
had plenty to smile about after
the Council’s adult education
service was rated as excellent.

The Adult Learning Inspectorate
report said that every aspect of the
service is either good or outstanding
and found it to be in outstanding
shape, achieving the highest ranking
of all local authority adult education
services they have inspected to date.

The report praises the partnerships
formed between Stockton Council
adult education team and wide range
of local organisations and voluntary
groups. Family learning and
performing arts were also identified as
being outstanding.

Stanley Bradford, Stockton Council’s
Corporate Director of Education,
Leisure and Cultural Services said: “The
adult education service provided
learning opportunities, enjoyment and
fulfilment for thousands of adults
across the Borough.

“There are hundreds of staff involved,
mostly part-time tutors, who are the
unsung heroes of the service. | am
delighted that the inspectors have
recognised their excellent work in this
way and | congratulate everyone
involved in the service for this
achievement.”

The adult education service has more
than 800 courses on offer, and if you
would like to know more, call (01642)
397363 or log on to
www.stockton.gov.uk/adulted - you
can even enrol online!
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MP backs rotten scheme

Stockton North MP Frank Cook
gave a successful home
composting scheme a boost by
ordering a compost bin for his
home.

Mr Cook joined Environment Minister
Elliot Morley on his recent visit to the
Borough and was so impressed with a
composting scheme on display that he
ordered one on the spot for his
Stockton home.

Nearly all the 6,000 compost bins
allocated for sale to Stockton residents
at rates subsidised by WRAP (the
Waste & Resources Action Programme)
have now been sold at the nominal
£12.00 price — with around half of
them snapped up in a matter of
weeks.

Mr Cook, who is delighted with the
scheme, said: “I'm much keener to be
very much greener — are you?”’

Pictured is Tim Marton from WRAP (left) and Frank Cook MP

Molly Moon hypnotises young readers

Youngsters across the Borough
have voted for their favourite
books for Stockton Children’s
Book of the Year 2004.

1,000 children from 25 schools have
been busy reading to find their
favourite author from a selection of
five books. Winner of the award is
Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of
Hypnotism, by Georgia Byng.

The event, which took place in
Stockton Central Library’s Lecture Hall,
was sponsored by Safeway Stores PLC
Ingleby Barwick, Badger for Books,
North Stockton Education Action
Zone, Write to Read and The Retired
Members Association.

After winning the award, Georgia
Byng said: “I think that anything that
encourages children is positive and an
award like this where children have to

read five books and then make a
judgment is going to firmly establish
their reading habits.

“We want our children to read
because a reading society is and
educational society. “




Archon 2000 01642 603554
01642 808285
01642 527222
01642 601600
01642 608316
01642 616936
01642 526416
01642 865566
01642 355292
01642 612611
01642 393939
0191 334 2000

Bede College

SureStart Stockton

Connexions Tees Valley

Five Lamps

NETA Training Group

Stockton Adult Education Service
Stockton Riverside College

Stockton Voluntary Development Agency
Stockton Sixth Form College

Stockton Borough Council

University of Durham (Queens Campus)

Workers’ Educational Association 01642 637900

If you need help with learning, training,

or work, why not contact us and gain
FREE confidential, impartial
information, advice and guidance.

Stockton’s Learning Towns,
19 — 23 Bridge Road,
Stockton-On-Tees TS18 3AA

Telephone 01642 353564

Fax 01642 353444
E-Mail Stocktonslt@hotmail.com
Website www.stocktonllpslt.org.uk

Stockton Learning Shop,
01642 677036

Billingham Forward,
01642 360150

Stockton’s Learning Towns

Aims to ‘promote lifelong learning to everyone’ in the Borough of Stockton-on-Tees.

If you are ready for a change or need a new challenge, contact any of the following members and find out more.

New course for people
with failing sight

A short course for people who are newly diagnosed
as blind or partially sighted is now available in
Stockton.

Independence Plus explores daily living, communication
and information, orientation and mobility, and benefits
and finance.

Run three times a year by Stockton Council’s Physical and
Sensory Disabilities team, the emphasis is on how to stay
independent.

Sessions encourage sharing ideas and exploring practical
solutions to everyday tasks. Speakers from local
organisations are invited and a separate session is held for
carers, friends, partners and relatives.

For more information on the course contact Sue Whelan,
Rehabilitation Officer on (01642) 526115 or Melanie
Smiles, Community Care Manager on (01642) 624729.

* A free booklet called Failing Sight is also available,
containing information on where to go for help when
your sight deteriorates and what is on offer from local and
national organisations for people with sight problems.

It is available in large print, Braille, by email, on audio
cassette or computer disk. For more information contact
Sandie Stephenson on (01642) 526115.

SureStart

Stockton-on-Tees

Services for children @ - 16 and their families

Some of our Telephone Numbers

have changed

SureStart local programmes:

M Hordwick, Mile House

& Rasawarth

Mewlown, Portrock & Tilery
Parkdiald & Viclaria
Mondals Villoge & Stoinsby
Billingham & the Clarentes

LI

SureStart Stocklon-on-Tees

Hewde 018642 5273232
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Stockton Childecars
Information Service

01642 527225
E-mail: cisgaiocklon, gov.ulk
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Ward Surgeries

www.stockton.gov.uk/wardsurgeries

July 2004 - October 2004

BISHOPSGARTH WARD (STOCKTON)

13th Jul Fairfield Infants School 6:30pm - 7:00pm
No August surgeries
14th Sept Bishopsgarth School 5:30pm - 6:00pm
COUNCILLORS S. HALL TEL: 643757

W. WOODHEAD TEL: 584409

27th Aug As above
24th Sept
COUNCILLORS A. CUNNINGHAM TEL: 551251
Email: alexander.cunningham@stockton.gov.uk

M. STOKER TEL: 648069

Email: mickstoker@aol.com or mick@grangeward.co.uk

As above

BLUE HALL WARD (STOCKTON) 6:00PM — 7:00PM

21st Jul Norton United Reform Church

No August surgeries

1st  Sept Frederick Nattrass School

15th Sept The Forge Community Centre

29th Sept Norton United Reform Church

COUNCILLORS M. FRANKLAND TEL: 552667
MRS K. NELSON TEL: 397921

CHARLTONS WARD (BILLINGHAM) 6:30PM — 7:30PM

12th Jul Clarences Community Centre

9th Aug Clarences Community Centre

13th Sept Clarences Community Centre

COUNCILLORS MRS A. McCOY TEL: 533554
R. McCALL TEL: 554452

EGGLESCLIFFE WARD

20th Jul Egglescliffe Community Centre,
Durham Lane 6:30 — 7:30pm

6th  Aug Trinity Methodist Church 6:30 — 7:30pm
(Joint surgery with Preston Ward)

17th Aug Egglescliffe Parish Hall,
Butts Lane 6:00 — 7:00pm

3rd  Sept Trinity Methodist Church 6:30 - 7:30pm
(Joint surgery with Preston Ward)

21st  Sept Egglescliffe Community Centre,
Durham Lane 6:30 — 7:30pm

1st  Oct Trinity Methodist Church 6:30 - 7:30pm

(Joint surgery with Preston Ward)
COUNCILLORS J. FLETCHER TEL: 786456
MRS M. RIGG TEL: 782009

ELM TREE WARD (STOCKTON)

20th Jul Elm Tree Community Centre
4:30 - 5:30pm Young Peoples Surgery
6:00 — 7:00pm Adults Surgery

17th Aug As above

14th Sept As above

COUNCILLOR MRS S. FLETCHER TEL: 786456

Email: sfletcher@cix.co.uk

FAIRFIELD WARD (STOCKTON) 6:00PM — 7:00PM
21st  Jul
No August surgeries

Fairfield Library

15th Sept Fairfield Library
COUNCILLORS MRS F. HAWKINS TEL: 671422
MRS J. WADE TEL: 583549

GLEBE WARD (STOCKTON) 6:30PM — 7:00PM

6th  Jul The Education Centre, Junction Road
No August surgery

7th  Sept The Education Centre, Junction Road
5th  Oct The Education Centre, Junction Road

COUNCILLORS MRS A. CAINS

R. CAINS TEL: 555394

GRANGE WARD (BILLINGHAM) 5:00PM — 6:00PM

30th Jul New Life Resource Centre, Low Grange Ave
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GRANGEFIELD WARD (STOCKTON)

12th Jul Grays Road Institute 10:00 — 11:00am
21st  Jul Sundell Court Residents Home 5:15 — 6:15pm
18th Aug Sundell Court Residents Home 5:15 - 6:15pm
13th Sept Grays Road Institute 10:00 — 11:00am
15th Sept Sundell Court Residents Home 5:15 — 6:15pm
22nd Sept Oxbridge Primary School 5:15 - 6:15pm
COUNCILLORS T. BEAN TEL: 870110

MRS E. JOHNSON TEL: 673952

HARDWICK WARD (STOCKTON) 6:00PM — 7:00PM

9th  Jul Hardwick Community Centre, Wheatley Rd

16th Jul As above

23rd Jul As above

30th Jul As above

6th  Aug As above

13th Aug As above

20th Aug As above

27th Aug As above

3rd  Sept As above

10th Sept As above

17th Sept As above

24th  Sept As above

1st  Oct As above

COUNCILLORS MRS E. NESBITT TEL: 803658
W. NOBLE TEL: 602299

HARTBURN WARD (STOCKTON) 6:45PM — 7:30PM
5th  Jul

No August surgeries

Rosehill Infants School

13th Sept ElImwood Community Centre

4th  Oct Rosehill Infants School

COUNCILLORS K. LUPTON TEL: 589863
S. SMAILES TEL: 581574

INGLEBY BARWICK WARD

22nd Jul Teal Arms 6:30PM — 7:30PM
9th  Aug Teal Arms 5:00PM - 6:00PM
16th Sept Teal Arms 6:00PM — 7:00PM
5th  Oct Teal Arms 6:00PM — 7:00PM
COUNCILLOR MRS J. BEAUMONT TEL: 785304

Email: jennifer.beaumont@stockton.gov.uk

MANDALE WARD (THORNABY) 12:00 NOON - 1:00PM
No July surgeries

7th  Aug The Mandale PH
21st  Aug The Mandale PH
4th  Sept Robert Atkinson Youth & Community Centre
18th Sept The Mandale PH
2nd Oct Robert Atkinson Youth & Community Centre
COUNCILLORS MRS A. TRAINER TEL: 647421

S. WALMSLEY TEL: 881886

MARSH HOUSE WARD (BILLINGHAM) 6:30PM — 7:30PM

12th Jul Low Grange Community Centre

9th  Aug North Billingham Methodist Church
13th Sept Low Grange Community Centre
COUNCILLOR MRS L. APEDAILE TEL: (01740) 645216

C. LECKONBY TEL: 872896

MILE HOUSE WARD (STOCKTON) 7:00PM — 8:00PM

15th Jul Salters Lane Community Centre

17th Aug Redhill Centre, Redhill Road

16th Sept Salters Lane Community Centre

COUNCILLORS D. COOKE TEL: 803648
K. LEONARD TEL: 894191

NEWTOWN WARD (STOCKTON) 6:00PM — 7:00PM

16th Jul Newtown Community Centre

30th Jul Primrose Hill Community Centre

13th Aug Newtown Community Centre

27th  Aug Primrose Hill Community Centre

10th Sept Newtown Community Centre

24th Sept Primrose Hill Community Centre

COUNCILLORS P. BAKER TEL: 655607
R. GIBSON TEL: 614482

NORTHFIELD WARD (BILLINGHAM) 6:00PM — 7:00PM

30th Jul

27th Aug

24th  Sept As above

COUNCILLORS MRS M. B. WOMPHREY TEL: 555755
M. E. WOMPHREY TEL: 555755

Wolviston Court Community Centre
As above

NORTON WARD 6:00PM - 7:00PM

9th  Jul Norton Library

23rd Jul St. Michael’s Club Room

No August surgeries

3rd  Sept Albany Resource Centre

24th  Sept Norton Library

COUNCILLORS R. COOK TEL: 890058
Email: robert.cook@stockton.gov.uk and
S. NELSON TEL: 534417

Email: steve.nelson@stockton.gov.uk

PARKFIELD WARD (STOCKTON) 6:00PM — 7:00PM
8th  Jul
15th Jul
22nd Jul

Cornerhouse Community Resource Centre
Parkfield Community Centre

Caretakers House,

Rear of Richard Hind Centre

No August surgeries

2nd  Sept Parkfield Community Centre
9th  Sept Cornerhouse Community Resource Centre
16th Sept Parkfield Community Centre
23rd Sept Caretakers House,
Rear of Richard Hind Centre
7th  Oct Parkfield Community Centre

COUNCILLORS C. COOMBS
S. LUNN

TEL: 645759
TEL: 866982

PORTRACK & TILERY WARD (STOCKTON) 5:00PM — 6:00PM

9th  Jul Portrack Community Centre

16th Jul Victoria Community House

23rd Jul Frank Wiseman Hall

No August surgeries

3rd  Sept Mill Lane Primary School

10th Sept Portrack Community Centre

17th Sept Victoria Community House

24th Sept Frank Wiseman Hall

I1st  Oct Mill Lane Primary School

COUNCILLORS D. COLEMAN TEL: 673952
P. KIRTON TEL: 532076

PRESTON WARD 6:30PM - 7:30PM
16th Jul
6th  Aug

The Wilson Institute, Long Newton
Trinity Methodist Church, Eaglescliffe



Ward Su rge ries July 2004 - October 2004

(Joint surgery with Egglescliffe Ward)

20th Aug The Wilson Institute, Long Newton
3rd  Sept Trinity Methodist Church, Eaglescliffe
(Joint surgery with Egglescliffe Ward)
17th Sept The Wilson Institute, Long Newton
1st  Oct Trinity Methodist Church, Eaglescliffe

(Joint surgery with Egglescliffe Ward)
COUNCILLOR M. CHERRETT TEL: 783491

ROSEWORTH WARD (STOCKTON) 5:15PM - 6:15PM

12th Jul Ragworth Neighbourhood Centre

9th  Aug Kiora Hall Youth & Community Centre

13th Sept Ragworth Neighbourhood Centre

COUNCILLORS M. INGRAM TEL: 789372
MISS B. INMAN TEL: 582644

STAINSBY WARD (THORNABY) 5:00PM - 6:00PM

15th Jul South Thornaby Community Centre

19th Aug As above

16th Sept As above

COUNCILLORS K. CRAGGS TEL: 896378
R. GODWIN TEL: 763326

ST. AIDANS WARD (BILLINGHAM) 6:30PM — 7:30PM
14th Jul
No August surgeries

Billingham Youth & Community Centre

15th Sept As above
COUNCILLORS N. TEASDALE TEL: 803657
B. WOODHOUSE TEL: 561899

ST. CUTHBERT'S WARD (BILLINGHAM) 6:00PM — 7:00PM
8th  Jul
12th Aug

Billingham Branch Library, Bedale Avenue
Billingham Branch Library, Bedale Avenue

9th  Sept
COUNCILLORS

Billingham Branch Library, Bedale Avenue
MRS J. O’ DONNELL TEL: 559717
M. SMITH TEL: 866573

VICTORIA WARD (THORNABY)

10th Jul

24th Jul

7th  Aug
21st  Aug
4th  Sept

18th
2nd

Sept
Oct

COUNCILLORS

The Youthy, Thornaby Road

12:00 Noon — 1:00pm

Rochester Court Sheltered Housing

11:00 - 12:00 Noon

Westbury Street Library 11:00 — 12:00 Noon
The Youthy, Thornaby Road

12:00 Noon - 1:00pm

Rochester Court Sheltered Housing

11:00 - 12:00 Noon

Westbury Street Library 11:00 — 12:00 Noon
The Youthy, Thornaby Road

12:00 Noon - 1:00pm
MRS E. FLEMING
MRS S. WALMSLEY

TEL: 646463
TEL: 881886

VILLAGE WARD (THORNABY) 4:30PM — 5:30PM

12th Jul

Thornaby Pavilion

No August surgeries

13th Sept
COUNCILLORS

Thornaby Pavilion
MRS E. CRAGGS
|. DALGARNO

TEL: 896378
TEL: 882985

WHITTON WARD

30th Jul

Wolviston Court Community Centre
6:00 — 7:00pm

No August surgeries

6th  Sept

The Chapel School Room, Carlton
7:00 - 7:30pm

7th  Sept Manor House, Stillington 6:30 — 7:00pm
COUNCILLOR F SALT TEL: 01740 630771

WOLVISTON WARD (BILLINGHAM) 7.00PM — 8.00PM
27th Jul
No August surgeries

High Grange Community Centre

7th  Sept The Common Room, Wolviston High Street
28th Sept High Grange Community Centre
5th  Oct The Common Room, Wolviston High Street

COUNCILLOR  S. PARRY TEL: 879478

YARM WARD 6.00PM - 6.45PM

13th Jul Challoner House

10th Aug Yarm Library

14th Sept Challoner House

COUNCILLORS B. JONES TEL: 576855
MRS M. SIMPSON TEL: 790691

SURGERIES
Stockton South: Dari Taylor MP
Tel: (01642) 604546 for information
Stockton North: Frank Cook MP
Tel: (01642) 643288 for information
Home visits can be arranged where circumstances

require them and adequate notice is given.

ARE YOU ON A LOW INCOME??

In or out of Work you may get help to pay your rent or Council Tax

STOCKTON
BENEFIT

SERVICE

here to help

Call our helpline (01642) 393829 or Minicom 393806
or e mail: BenefitService@stockton.gov.uk

Write or call in:
The Benefit Office,16 Church Road, Stockton.TS18 1TX

If you wish to report a benefit fraud call Freephone

0800

328 6340.
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*Take the NOISE, MESS & WORRY
: out of having a party in your home
h'f simply booking one with us.

jo1642) T8 09 T1 (o1saz) B1 6T 27

Stockton Renaissance

Partnership Board Meetings

Tuesday at 5.00pm on 13th July, 14th September, 12th
October, 9th November, 7th December, 18th January, 15th
February, 15th March.

Contact Dawn Welsh 01642 526498

Area Partnerships
Central Area Partnership - 29th July, 26th August, 30th

we deliver an

L] ¥ L]
September, 28th October, 25th November, 16th December.
extra ingredient, experience Seplemoer 260
ml i'"_l:.:""' 'Hd;”h“": I"“"I E':"“':::hﬂ frozen ready Thornaby Regeneration Partnership - 27th July, 28th
g people e I [T Oy, September, 26th October, 30th November, 25th January,
alfering o caring and raliable servics.

22nd February, 29th March. Contact 608316

?::Eﬁh::;,ii”“ FW&:;I: T;Eﬁu?ﬂi best, Himm*:“:: The Billingham Partnership - 12th July, 13th
o et v 150 b chishas w!IIh! ""F“""r' paring har September, 11th October, 15th November, 13th December.
E-:ld diet FTIDH-: shart froem s litte ox £2/00 for a main course and Contact 360150

1, with delivery abaalulely FREE, Why not bry eur spesial Irial Please ring the numbers above for venue details if you
pock for jpust £5.000 would like to attend.

Far hurthar inkarmation sall us an
015642 643999

ar kor your FREE colowr brochuns t

FREEPHONE 0800 773 773 H .

NEW 2004 ‘J -

BROCHURE Wiltshire Farm Foads
the Rorme meals semace

The partnerships above work together for the social and
economic regeneration of the Borough and their local areas.
The meetings are open to the public so if you would like to
attend ring one of the numbers above to confirm the venue.

stockton
renaissarce

AVAILABLE
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Meals with care

Frozen meals delivery service
Let us be the answer to your meal time problems

WRVS helps people maintain dignity and
independence in their homes and communities
particularly in later life.

Introducing meal deals
5 meals for £10 - 10 meals for £20

(normal price £2.20)

WRVS offer a friendly, reliable home service, available to everyone.
There are not restrictions and anyone can access the service.

All profits are used by WRVS to support your
local communities unlike most other providers.

WRVS volunteers and staff are dedicated to

giving care and support to your ) =
j‘ r:ﬂt' a \s
e

local community

- Low cost

- 1 stop delivery

- convenient {

|
You know youcan N £

trust WRVS - why not b
give us a call today - Phone 01642 222643

Stockton Business Centre

The centre for business

Opening
Autumn 2004

e 24 hours access and security

= Free parking Stockton-on-Tees

LU UM

e Easy In - Easy Out terms
= Free business advice and counselling
e Meeting and conference rooms
= Broadband internet to all units
For further information contact:

Centre Manager - Peter Douglas 01642 606066
www.stocktonbusinesscentre.org

TASTY MEALS TO YOUR DOOR

JHlome &F arm & oods

Working in your community for over 10 years, Home Farm
Foods is now operated by Andrew and Christine Simmons
from their base in Darlington. This reliable and friendly
service provides a superb range of over 200 delicious frozen
meals and other products.

s

e  FREE WEEKLY DELIVERY
= NO MINIMUM ORDER
e  EXCLUSIVE RECEIPES

Superb range of ready meals
PLUS
Top Quality Meat Fish and poultry Products
Pies Puddings Vegetables Snacks Desserts
Diabetic & Gluten Free Range

For a Free Colour Catalogue
CALL FREE ON

0800 052 7744

QOR,, If your child is
@ ¥ sporty, great...
-1:\ ©¢- but they don’t

OAC need to be

SPORTSCOACH is designed for 6-16 year olds. Your child can play
6 different sports in one term. ( 18 in a year ) as well as participate
in unique weekly Team Building Challenges.

Nobody takes a test to join SportsCoach. Qualified, sympathetic coaches
bring out the best in your child; twice a year parents are given a detailed
progress report.

SportsCoach runs for three hours at weekends alongside the school term.

SportsCoach works out of Conyers School, Yarm on Sundays and
Hummersknott School Darlington on Saturdays. For a Prospectus call

01325 335740 ( 24 hours ) or visit www.scoach.co.uk

ARCHERY ¢ SHORT TENNIS * MARTIAL ARTS »
VOLLEYBALL « BADMINTON * NETBALL ¢ FENCING

* ORIENTEERING ¢ BASKETBALL * HOCKEY
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12pm Sunday 25th July also featuring

McFly / Girls Aloud / Lemar /
Natasha Bedingfield / VS /
Speedway / V

Plus more acts to follow

Tickets £10

Tpm Friday 23rd July

Hot Chocolate

Gwen Dickey

[THE VOICE OF ROSE ROYCE)

The Atlantic Soul Messengers
Tickels L6

Al tickets wold pt TFM, Siockion Tourist Information
Conire, HMY Middiosbrowgh | HMV Dardington and
fbosid, com on OETO 1 208 B68 or & www.aloud.com

Tpm Satlurday 24th July

KERRANG

Biffy Clyro, thisGIRL

Flus more acts to follow

A showcase ol the UK's emerging
talent, presented in collaboration
with the Musicians Channal

Frod

Stockton-on-Tees

BOROHIGH T

" CARE FOR YOUR AREA

SGREENI G

M- CHLRRELEON




