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Funding boost for transport


A £3.5 million boost will help the Borough’s transport network improve over the coming year.
The funding, from the Government’s Local Transport Capital Settlement, includes £2.134 million for integrated transport schemes such as bus priority measures, local safety schemes, pedestrian safety and cycle routes.  An additional £1.31 million will go towards maintaining roads, footpaths and bridges.
And further good news came when Stockton Council achieved a top performance rating of ‘Excellent’ against its first Local Transport Plan in 2004/5.  Stockton scored 89 per cent – up from 72 per cent in 2004 – the best in the North-East as well as in the top ten nationally. 
The Council’s second Local Transport Plan, now submitted to the Government Office for the North East and the Department for Transport, includes four Area Transport Strategies which will allow services to be tailored to meet local needs.
Major public consultation helped shape each of these strategies – for the Billingham, Central, Eastern and Western areas.  The key issue in all four areas (and top priority in three of them) was the need to improve access to jobs and services by extending the coverage of the local bus network.
In Billingham, other priorities include removing through traffic, particularly HGVs carrying hazardous chemicals from residential areas, improving access to healthcare services and reducing traffic speeds in residential areas and villages.
Priorities in the Central area included removing obstructive parking in housing estates, reducing congestion on trunk roads and at school entrances and improving street lighting.
The Eastern area (which takes in Thornaby and Ingleby Barwick) highlighted priorities including reducing congestion on roads in and around Ingleby Barwick, improving access to schools, reducing school gate congestion and improving footpath and cycleway links.
And priorities for the Western area, which includes Yarm and Eaglescliffe, included improving road safety training in schools, reducing traffic speeds in residential areas, reducing traffic congestion in Yarm High Street and improving access to schools.
Progress towards the priorities in each area will be monitored every six months and the strategies reviewed annually to ensure they still meet local needs.
Airport revamp progress

A £1.3m face lift is under way to completely revamp the frontage of the Durham Tees Valley Airport airport terminal.  When finished, it will complete the first phase of an ambitious investment programme by airport operator Peel Airports.  2005 passenger figures jumped to 905,000, an increase of more than 13 per cent.
Be safe with scooters 

Stockton Council is teaming up with Shopmobility Stockton to provide safety advice and equipment to users of powered wheelchairs and scooters.
The Council’s Road Safety team is working with the registered charity to provide expert help and advice to users.
Arnie the Armadillo, the Council’s road safety mascot has also visited the store to give free shopping bags with high visibility strips to shoppers.
Scooters provide a vital lifeline for many disabled people, allowing them to do the things they want.  However, because of the actions of a few thoughtless users, many people who depend on these scooters are receiving a bad reputation.
Hayley Perks, manager of Stockton Shopmobility, says:  “It is worth bearing in mind that some models can achieve speeds of around 15mph and can weigh as much as 20 stones, so users should keep an appropriate distance from pedestrians in built up areas and shopping centres.”
Shopmobility staff can give users a quick “driving test” and check tyre pressures as well as providing training for equipment including speed control and regulations.
For more information, contact Stockton Shopmobility on (01642) 605676, email stocktonshop@aol.com or visit www.stocktonshopmobility.co.uk 
'Best possible' bus deal for pensioners

It's all aboard for Stockton Borough's pensioners as a new deal for concessionary travel exceeds even the Government's new free scheme.

From April 1, concessionary pass holders can travel free not just within Stockton Borough, but – for a one-year trial period – also in the Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland borough areas.

At the same time, the Government introduced a national scheme allowing pensioners to travel free within their own council’s boundaries.  However, Stockton Council has been able to work with neighbouring authorities to negotiate an even better scheme that offers travel across their boundaries.

What's more, also for a trial period, the Stockton pass allows free travel at all times, with no restrictions on weekday mornings.

Mike Robinson, the Council's Head of Integrated Transport and Environmental Policy, said:  "Stockton has always operated one of the country's best concessionary travel schemes and I am delighted that we can continue to set the pace in this, for the next year at least.

"We were keen to improve on the national minimum scheme and get as good a deal for our pensioners as we could.  I am very pleased our discussions with bus companies and neighbouring councils was successful and would like to acknowledge the tremendous co-operation from our local bus operators to make this scheme possible.”

Until March, Stockton concessionary pass holders paying £5 for an annual pass could travel in Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and on key Hartlepool bus services for a flat fare of 30p.  Passholders make more than 3,000,000 journeys every year.

Bridge going well

The Highways Agency reports that the scheme to rebuild Surtees Bridge, which carries the A66 over the River Tees at Thornaby, is progressing well.

Work started in March and contractor Edmund Nuttall Ltd will be on site for about 17 months as the bridge undergoes a total rebuild.

However, two way, two lane traffic will remain in operation most of the time, with single lane working and any closures kept to a minimum.

When complete, the works will allow the final two Eastbound legs of the South Stockton link road – 1825 Way – to be opened, finally completing the work started by the Council to improve traffic flows around Stockton.

Highways Agency project manager Arun Sahni said:  “We are pleased with progress so far and are confident construction will go according to plan.”

More praise for South Stockton Link

The South Stockton Link road has added yet another award to its burgeoning collection.
The route, which includes 1825 Way and Queen Elizabeth Way, connects Stockton town centre with the A66 and Ingleby Barwick.  It was named ‘Civil’s Project of the Year’ by the Civil Engineering Contractors Association (North East region).
Promoting the work of the region’s civil engineers, the award took account of quality, craftsmanship, safety and notability.
The project, widely recognised for its innovative construction using new techniques and materials to reduce the environmental impact, also won the Construction category for partners Stockton Council and contractor Birse Civils at the prestigious Robert Stephenson Awards in Newcastle last year.
Signs flash a ‘Slow’ message
New speed warning signs on the A67 are helping cut car accidents following several fatal and serious accidents in recent years.
The Council has installed two Vehicle Activated Traffic Calming Signs on Urlay Nook Road near Durham Tees Valley Airport.  These feature an illuminated warning of the bend ahead and four amber lights with the words “Slow Down” when vehicles travel faster than 40mph.
The safety signs, costing £6,700 each, are not speed cameras and will not lead to fines or points on driving licences.
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