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Country Park’s new look
Billingham Beck Valley Country Park has a new look for 2006 – and a new leaflet to guide visitors around the site.

The leaflet features a short recommended walk from the Ecology Park Visitor Centre, taking visitors past six new information panels.  These offer information on Billingham Beck itself, the history of the valley and even how many of the fields came by their unusual names.

The panels, installed by Nacro trainees, feature the work of local artist Ian Lawson, with historical and wildlife information collected by ranger staff and the park’s volunteers.

There are also plans to improve the network of footpaths throughout the country park this summer, as well as improving facilities used by school groups.

· The leaflet is available in all Stockton Council’s country park visitor centres, libraries and other public buildings, or call (01642) 360376 and we’l post one to you.

It’s written in the stars

If you’ve never visited Wynyard Woodland Planetarium, Thorpe Thewles, now could be your chance.

The planetarium is a fantastic educational and entertainment facility which puts on fascinating public shows.

Amongst the latest shows, presented by Associate Director John McCue is one about the new space race to land a man on Mars.  He said:  “In about 25 years, we’ll make manned landings on Mars – we have the technology!  NASA have a plan and the Russians have a different one, so why not come along and find out what they are and more about the red planet?”

Mars is visible low in the western sky throughout the evening until the summer.

Friday 28 April sees the last of the monthly evening telescope club sessions until September.  Cleveland and Darlington astronomical society members also meet every clear Friday evening until the April 28 and welcome visitors with wonderful sights of the heavens.

Planetarium and observatory staff also work with local amateur astronomers on serious scientific work.  Keith Johnson, a regular contributor to BBC’s “Sky at Night” programme, recently took the photograph of Mars, shown here.  It’s the sort of thing that can be seen through telescopes on a public observing night – yet incredibly difficult to capture on film.

Advanced booking is advised for the popular Planetarium Shows, which take place on Friday 21 April at 7:30pm, then the first and third Sundays of the month from May to August at 3pm.  Admission is £3 for adults, £1.50 concessions and £6 for families.  To find out more contact Dr Ed Restall on (01740) 630544 or e-mail: director@wynyard-planetarium.net 

Parks fly the flag
Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park and Billingham Beck Valley Country Park – both first-time Green Flag Award winners last year – are gearing up to repeat their success in 2006.

The Green Flag scheme is the national standard for parks and green spaces.  Recognising the country’s best green spaces, it is managed by the Civic Trust for the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Green Flag Advisory Board.

Green Flag Inspectors said both parks were “safe, welcoming and well maintained”.

Now, with the Council’s Parks and Countryside team working hard to raise standards of green open space across the Borough, they are also to submit Green Flag applications for Preston Park, Wynyard Woodland Park and Ropner Park.

Martin Jenkins, Parks and Countryside Manager, said:  “To win these awards was a fantastic tribute to our staff and volunteers and I’m proud of them.

“These awards demand very high standards but we hope to retain them and ultimately gain Green Flags for all our parks.”

Fiona Shipp, Countryside Ranger at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, said:  “We were thrilled to win a Green Flag, which acknowledges our team’s commitment and enthusiasm and the vital support from our volunteers and visitors.  We can’t be complacent, though, as we must maintain and improvie our sites each year.”

For information about the Borough’s parks and green spaces, call (01642) 526877 and ask for a leaflet, or visit  www.stockton.gov.uk
Summer happenings in Preston Park 
There’s plenty to enjoy at Preston Park this summer.  May opens with a real splash of colour with the Teesside Spring Garden Festival (5 – 7 May), an annual favourite bringing something for everyone with displays and sales by plant growers, a wood festival, a range of craft activities, children’s entertainment, live music and plenty more.

With summer on the way, Getaway 2006 (20/21 May) is a great chance to find out about outdoor activities around the area.  Cleveland Scouts will be putting on a large display with activities for children to promote the Scouting movement and there will even be a climbing wall to try.

For fans of American cars, the Fins and Chrome Show (27/28 May) is the place to be.  Organised by the North East American Car Club, it brings together US car fans from across the country to show off their fabulous motors, along with British classic cars, bikes, hot rods and custom cars, plus a fairground, sideshows and stalls.

Over 25 years, the Vehicle Rally (24/25 June) has grown into a popular event for enthusiasts and families looking for a good day out.  Some 400 exhibitors and around 500 items on display cover subjects including motor vehicles from the 1930s to the present day.  See commercial goods and passenger vehicles, military transport and even pedal and motorcycles, together with historic fire-fighting equipment.

Arena displays include comedy team Haurel and Lardy as well as a stunt display team called ‘Over the Top’ and a monster fire engine named ‘Back Draft’.  Supporting these will be side shows, a fun fair, trade stands, auto jumble and other stalls.

Watch out too for Ridewell 2006 (30 July) – a great day based on the best in two-wheeled transport – and the annual Summer Show (25 – 28 August), four event-packed days of activities and entertainment.

Trails promote Borough’s history
Walk this way to learn more about the Borough’s history.

Stockton Council’s Parks and Countryside Team has worked closely with Tees Archaeology to produce a series of leaflets celebrating the history of Norton, Yarm and Cowpen Bewley.

The leaflets are packed with information, pictures and maps to guide walkers around many of the interesting historical features still evident in the three areas.

Each leaflet contains a map of the area with start and finish points and the walk route clearly marked on.

Points of interest include evidence of an Anglo Saxon cemetery in Norton, an 11th Century church in Yarm and 17th Century cottages in Cowpen Bewley.

Leaflets are available in libraries, Tourist Information Centres, Stockton Council reception areas and at Country Park visitor centres.  You can also download a copy from www.stockton.gov.uk or contact the Parks and Countryside Team on (01642) 526871.

Wind of change at Woodland Park

A wind turbine and light-activated panels are helping Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park move towards energy sustainability.  The turbine and photo voltaic array will be installed by local specialist renewable energy company AAG Swepco thanks to funding from Sita Environmental Trust through the Landfill Tax Credit, Clear Skies, the Energy Saving Trust and Stockton Council.

When complete, information and interpretation panels will show visitors how much power is being generated at any one time.  Schools and other visitors will be encouraged to see the new installations and learn how they can adopt a more energy efficient lifestyle.
