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Editorial Note

Stockton Council’s achievement at gaining the top 4-star rating for its performance is not simply rewarding for the employees and councillors who worked hard to achieve this result.

The rating, gained in the Audit Commission’s Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA), reflects a continuing real improvement in many council services.

The Commission, backed by the Government, introduced harder standards in the CPA to reflect increasing public expectations.  Against these, we have to continually raise our performance to deliver what you, the public, expects, continually improving the way we work and provide your services.

This is an important step towards achieving our vision for Stockton-on-Tees and will form a strong platform for further success.  And with other authorities across the Tees Valley also performing at the highest level, the outlook is bright for the Tees Valley’s regeneration and its emergence as a city region.

· To see how Stockton Council performed, see page 2 and our special feature

What great news that Stockton has reached the national finals of the Britain in Bloom competition for the first time ever.  Doesn’t it make you feel proud?  It isn’t only the Council’s own Care For Your Area teams that are behind the blooming Borough – many other organisations and individuals have also put in a great deal of hard work.

We can all do our bit to create a floral feast.  The inspectors will be here during April and again in August and we hope you’ll join in the spirit of the event by creating a colourful floral display, no matter how small.  

Enforcers with shining armour 
Enforcement officers who wrapped up a successful operation to combat under age drinking, anti-social behaviour and untaxed vehicles in Billingham became knights in shining armour to one beleaguered motorist. 

Operation Scarab saw Stockton Council enforcement officers challenge several large groups of youths about unacceptable behaviour, confiscating a substantial amount of alcohol from under age drinkers.

As they completed their shift around midnight, two Enforcement Officers discovered a motorist in distress after her exhaust had come loose.  The pair rolled up their sleeves, made a temporary repair and escorted the grateful driver and her vehicle safely to her Stockton home. 

The operation opened with a morning crackdown on car tax dodgers, the Council enforcement officers seizing and removing eight untaxed vehicles under powers from the DVLA.                                                                

The evening saw them focus on anti-social behaviour with patrols in marked camera-equipped vehicles.  They challenged groups of youths engaged in under age drinking and unacceptable behaviour, seizing and destroying the alcohol.  

The team issued four £50 fixed penalty notices for litter offences and six anti social behaviour warnings, which were followed up by the Council's anti-social behaviour and youth teams.  Trading standards officers carried out under cover inspections of stores alleged to have supplied the alcohol.

Senior Enforcement Officer Graeme Small said:  "I was proud that the team were able to assist the lady with her faulty car - it's all part of the service! 

"The rest of this operation was about making life better for Billingham people, and preventing the tiny minority of young people who can't behave properly from causing misery for the rest of the community."

Fairtrade from the Windward Islands

A banana farmer from the West Indies gave a Stockton audience of more than 100 people an insight into how Fairtrade has helped smaller producers and farmers like himself.

Simeon Greene’s talk was a highlight of a special event to promote Fairtrade across Stockton Borough.  Organised by Stockton Council at the Newtown Community Resource Centre, the event was part of a campaign to support Stockton’s bid to become a Fairtrade Borough.

Mr Greene, who grows bananas in the Windward Islands, said:  “Selling Fairtrade bananas really helped lift the Windward Islands out of poverty - we were able to trade our way out of poverty.  This has other benefits – for example all children are now immunised before they go to primary school and there is universal access to clean drinking water.”

Bruce Lowther from the Fairtrade Organisation also told the audience how the community can work together to see Stockton achieve Fairtrade Town status.

During March, Stockton Councillors voted unanimously to seek Faitrade Town status.

Mike Chicken, Chair of Stockton’s Fairtrade Steering Group, said:  “The event was a huge success and it was wonderful to see the level of support for promoting Fairtrade.  Simeon Greene’s talk about his experiences really brought it home just how effective Fairtrade can be.”

Stockton Council now has cards available for local people to hand in to shops and businesses to encourage the use of Fairtrade products. 

To find out more about what Stockton is doing to become a Fairtrade Town, or to become involved or receive some of the cards, please contact Lynda Guilfoyle on (01642) 528149 or email lynda.guilfoyle@stockton.gov.uk

Farmwatch returns
The relaunch of Farmwatch has once again provided a forum for the rural community to voice its concerns about crime and local problems.
The service allows farmers living and working in the rural parts of the Borough to pass and receive information on crime in their area through the ‘ringmaster’ system in the police crime reduction office.  There are also links with Farmwatch organisations in Durham and North Yorkshire.
“Farmwatch gives farmers not only a chance to talk about and address rural crime issues but also share other concerns over matters affecting the industry and rural community,” said Martin Lowcock, a farmer from Maltby Grange.
The Stockton Farmwatch team is working with Stockton Council’s Animal Welfare Service to give rural advice and enforcement a high priority.  Experienced personnel deal with issues regarding stolen vehicles, poachers, dead or diseased animals or any form of rural crime.
It’s free to join Farmwatch  - for details call Farmwatch Coordinator Dave Sanders on (01642) 302271 or email dave.sanders@cleveland.pnn.police.uk
Flying the flag for SIRF
Motorists passing the Horse and Jockey roundabout, on Durham Road, can now see a new landmark acknowledging the cultural significance of SIRF – the Stockton International Riverside Festival.  Six banners celebrating SIRF as the UK’s finest street arts festival now adord the roundabout.  Designed by Middlesbrough based Rocket Science, they are sponsored by Barratt and Haslam Homes, Stockton Council’s partners in the multi-million pound regeneration of Hardwick.

· This year’s SIRF takes place from August 2–6.

Forum features
Billingham’s Forum Theatre’s Spring season offers plenty of fantastic productions. 

The Jungle Book is touring direct from the West End (4 – 8 April), the Ugly Duckling is ideal for children of all ages (22 April), and there’s a full-scale summer pantomime of Peter Pan (30 May – 3 June).  Freddie Starr makes a welcome return on 23 April, followed by Tony Hadley (27 April), Joe Brown (7 May) and Joe Longthorne (16/17 June).

There are two big musical presentations:  “I Can’t Stop Loving You” is based on the music of the great Ray Charles (8 – 13 May) and a welcome return by one of the most popular musicals of all time, “Return to the Forbidden Planet”.

“Great Balls of Fire!” the smash-hit, dancing-in-the-aisles sci-fi musical, plays riotous havoc with Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” while rocking to great 50s & 60s music (19-24 June).

For a brochure call the Box Office on (01642) 552663.

Funny Bones
Make no bones about it – Puppet Lab’s presentation of ‘Funny Bones’ will be a winner with youngsters at Preston Hall Museum’s Ballroom on Thursday, 20 April (2pm).  Funny Bones tells the story of three lonely skeletons – a big skeleton, a little skeleton and a dog skeleton.  They are looking for people to scare but everyone is asleep so they decide to scare themselves.  A sure winner with boys and girls aged three to seven years, tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for children from Stockton Tourist Information Centre on (01642) 528130.

Fuzzy Bridge has designs on the future
Contemporary design studio Fuzzy Bridge sources fashion based textiles for the international market.  From its base in Stockton Business Centre, it sells unusual materials for designers and craftspeople.

Fuzzy Bridge is run by Joanne Riddle, who is also a lecturer at Stockton Riverside College and set up Fuzzy Bridge after four years full-time teaching.

From her base in the business centre in Stockton’s Skinner Street, she said:  “I know how difficult it is to source unusual findings for your textile design work.  It is so important to develop an individual style and this can be aided through sourcing unique materials such as ribbons, trimmings and lace.

“That is why I decided to develop this side of the business.  I got an immediate response through building an Ebay shop and have already dealt with customers in Texas, Germany, Jersey and all round the UK.”

Hartburn by-election

Hartburn Ward has a new Councillor after Terry Laing (Conservative) was elected in a by-election in February.  The by-election was called following the death of Councillor Stephen Smailes last September, who had represented Hartburn on the Council for 38 years.

Councillor Laing can be contacted on (01642) 587356 or email terry.laing@stockton.gov.uk
J-Lowe ready to go!

Swimming prodigy Jemma Lowe departed for Melbourne, Australia, to compete in her first Commonwealth Games, as Stockton News went to press.

Jemma, who lives and trains in Stockton, represented Wales in the Games as her father is Welsh.

Her selection follows an impressive display in Shanghai, China, which saw Jemma break the British junior record with a time of 1:00:08 in the 100m butterfly.

Before leaving for the Games, Jemma’s team mates from BOSSS (Borough of Stockton Swimming Scheme) and Tees Active Sports Academy presented her with a Welsh national flag, which will take pride of place at Splash, Stockton, when she returns.

Aged just 15, Jemma is proud to be taking part in such a major tournament:  “I feel honoured to be representing my country at the Commonwealth Games, she said.

“It’s going to be a fantastic experience and I hope it will assist me in my long term development as a swimmer.”

Jemma’s coach, Graeme Antwhistle, said:  “This is a well-deserved opportunity for Jemma and it will take her to the next level of competition.”

See the next Stockton News for an update on her progress.

Keep Sheep Wash safe and clear
A campaign to protect a North Yorkshire beauty spot enjoyed by many Stockton residents – Sheep Wash – is being stepped up.
Hambleton Community Safety Partnership will tackle illegal parking and camping, and a campaign to prevent further water deaths strengthened.  The last 12 months have seen two deaths another young person rescued from Cod Beck Reservoir.
A parking ban on the road side or grass verges between Cote Ghyll Caravan Park and Scarth Nick – will be strictly enforced with £30 fines.  Visitors are urged to use the designated car parks or take the Moors Bus Service – for timetables visit www.moors.uk/net or call 01439 770657.
Kings of the road 
 

The crews who transport the most vulnerable members of our communities to schools, day centres and care facilities found the recognition they deserved when they received certificates in NVQ Level 2 in Support Services in Health Care.

Ann Baxter, Stockton Council’s Corporate Director of Children, Education and Social Care, had glowing praise for the drivers and passenger assistants of Stockton Community Transport as she presented their certificates.

 

180 staff, many of them part-time, transport 900 children with special needs to and from school every day, in addition to taking disabled and elderly adults to day care centres.

 

Stockton is believed to be the first local authority in which staff have gained the qualification.  The training attracted match funding from the Learning and Skills Council.

