STORIES GENERAL

Award for safer drinking campaign
Calling businesses in the Borough
Celebrating Renaissance success
Centre adopts star’s name
Council Tax rises in line with nation 

Creating a Cultural Quarter
Cycling is for everyone
DAY IN THE LIFE
Democratic information goes online
Don’t Delay in seeking advice
Don’t waste your energy!
Earthquake appeal
Award for safer drinking campaign
The 'Think B4U Drink' campaign to promote responsible drinking has collected a national award.

Launched on the eve of the new licensing hours last November, the campaign gives advice on how to enjoy a safe night out and get home in one piece.  Key messages include safe drinking limits, statistics and how to steer clear of alcohol-related violence.  It was featured in December’s Stockton News.

Promoted by Stockton Council, the Safer Stockton Partnership with local licensees and other organisations, it won the title of ‘Most Responsible Local Authority - Borough Council’ in the Responsible Drinks Retailing 2005 awards.

The campaign was also a finalist in the Morning Advertiser Best Pub Awards in February.

Calling businesses in the Borough
Stockton Council’s Training and Employment Services would like to hear from organisations interested in giving young people experience in business and office administration.

They deliver courses in NVQ Level 2 and 3 in Business Administration and Level 2 in Customer Service and currently have 12 young people looking for work placements.

If you could offer a placement to a young person, or to find out more, call Jan Cobb on (01642) 528258 or e mail janette.cobb@stockton.gov.uk
Celebrating Renaissance success
Regeneration success was at the heart of an event held to celebrate Stockton Renaissance, the Local Strategic Partnership for Stockton Borough, in January.
The event, at Arc, placed communities at the heart of regeneration, highlighting what has been achieved and looking at what the future holds for the Borough.
More than 350 people enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate these successes, with a new DVD launched to showcase their achievements, along with information stalls from many partner agencies.  There was also a chance to win a host of prizes, and William Powels, Chelsea Reed and Amir Khan each winning a pair of Middlesbrough FC tickets. 
Centre adopts star’s name
A change of name for a Stockton carers centre reflects its links with a former Teesside soccer legend.
The Stockton Carers Resource Centre has become the George Hardwick Foundation after the centre helped his widow Jennifer to care for him during his final illness.
The foundation helps carers by offering personal support, personal development and relaxation as well as advice and information on a wide range of subject including benefits and financial advice.
For more information about the centre’s services, call (01642) 739955 or visit www.georgehardwickfoundation.org
Council Tax rises in line with nation 
Stockton Council has succeeded in agreeing a Council Tax rise in line with the national average, despite receiving one of the region’s lowest increases in Government funding.

Councillors have agreed a 4.5 per cent increase for 2006-07, equivalent to 58 pence per week for Band A Council Tax payers (almost half the total in the Borough).  And the Council expects the rise for 2007-08 is expected to reduce to 3.9 per cent if outside factors affecting its financial planning remain unchanged.

Figures released by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy indicate this is exactly in line with the rest of England.

For the first time, the overall budget of £125,786,000 does not include funding for schools, which now goes direct to the individual schools.

George Garlick, Stockton Council’s Chief Executive, said the increase agreed by councillors would allow improvements in services to continue for the future.

“The budget is well within the 5 per cent limit set by the Government,” he said.  “The Council has been working hard to achieve efficiency savings over the past year and these are enabling us to increase the level of provision in certain vital services,” he said.

The restriction of the Council Tax increase to 4.5 per cent is a considerable achievement, because Government grant to the Council has risen by just 2.2 per cent (the national average was 3.1 per cent).

Three months ago, the Audit Commission rated Stockton Council at the highest 4-star level for its performance, commenting that we provide good value for money and are improving well.  Councillors have pledged to continue in this direction.

Services to benefit from additional funding include:

· £500,000 for additional care for adults with complex learning disabilities

· £300,000 to further expand the green waste service

· £175,000 to improve the Borough’s markets

· £60,000 to improve Preston Hall and extend the museum’s community outreach programme

· £250,000 for extra adaptations and equipment for disabled people

· £50,000 towards changing facilities at Harold Wilson Recreation Ground in Thornaby

In addition, the Council has expanded its concessionary fares scheme and continue a programme of environmental improvements across the Borough.

The increase in Council Tax will be 4.57 per cent once increases set by Cleveland Police, Cleveland Fire Brigade and Parish Councils (average figure) are added.

Creating a Cultural Quarter
Creating a link between Stockton’s High Street and Riverside has seen the creation of the town’s Cultural Quarter.

An area between Finkle Street and Silver Street, including some of Stockton’s oldest ‘yards’, is now defined as a Cultural Quarter to reflect the historic style of the buildings and Stockton Council’s aspirations for the area.

National urban regeneration specialists Gillespies have been commissioned to produce a masterplan for the Cultural Quarter – the same company who produced the blueprint for the Stockton-Middlesbrough Initiative and urban core.

Reuben Kench, Stockton Council’s Head of Arts and Culture, said:  “The creation of the Cultural Quarter will provide a vibrant and connected hub of businesses and organisations and this can only help to foster positive relationships between the parties.

“Continued private investment, which has already brought vibrant new businesses like The Moby Grape and Elephant into the area, will compliment improvements planned by the Council and our public sector partners.”

Calvin House in Green Dragon Yard is already home to five cultural organisations and The Georgian Theatre, built in 1766, is one of the region’s most popular music venues.

Cultural businesses and organisations interested in finding out more, or to have their say on future plans, can contact Stockton Town Centre Manager Sue Burgess on (01642) 527569.

Cycling is for everyone 
Gateway Wheelers is a cycling club for people of all ages with disabilities.

Members’ special needs or severe disabilities doesn’t stop them cycling.  The club provides cycling facilities and organises events in Yarm and elsewhere in the north east.  There are time trials and competitions – even occasionally in national events.

The club provides machines specific to the users, giving opportunities and responsibility for their own movement and propulsion.

Membership includes people recovering from strokes, Parkinson’s disease and arthritis.  The improvement in their general health is clear – regular exercise may not cure disability but can slow its progress, lift depression and anxiety and enable socially isolated people to ride with others.

Helpers are highly motivated and bikes are very specialised, requiring special attention.  The club struggles to find bike parts and engineers but, with other volunteers and trainers, their rewards come in helping others find their independence.

For details, contact Jessie at officegatewaywheelers@yahoo.co.uk ring 0791 390 5422 or visit www.gatewaywheelers.or.uk
DAY IN THE LIFE - Events Manager Graham Reeves
When asked, Stockton Council’s Events Manager Graham Reeves says his job is ‘varied’ – to say the very least!

He’s involved in a myriad of events over the year, some more obvious to readers than others.

The Council’s list of events includes, among others, Stockton International Riverside Festival, the Summer Show at Preston Park, Stockton’s fireworks – considered the best in the area, the Christmas light switch-on plus many more events across the Borough.  

There’s Fins and Chrome, a gathering of huge American cars, and Ridewell, held with Cleveland Police to promote safety for two-wheel road users.  Then there’s the popular Garden Festival and plenty more.

Planning ahead and meticulous organisation are the key to a good event and Graham, who is part of a team of four, works many months in advance to ensure everything goes to plan.

For just one night on November 5, Stockton’s fireworks event involves working with many other agencies over many months.  Police, Fire Service and St. John’s Ambulance are all involved – with crowds of 50,000 or more, nothing can be left to chance.

What Graham particularly likes about his work is the variety.  He says:  “In this job, we are 

‘do-ers’ and it’s great to see the end results of our planning and preparation.

“For example, the Christmas light switch-on has to be perfectly timed and takes a lot of work behind the scenes.  The more stars we have, the more organisation it takes!”

He clearly has a busy schedule which often entails working unsociable hours to set up events and being very hands-on in setting up and taking down rigging and equipment.  But that’s only part of it.  Graham attends countless meetings to ensure tip-top organisation and risks kept to a minimum.

His other love is swimming and, from 1989 to 1997 he was head coach of Stockton’s Swimming Development Programme, helping produce many swimmers of national and international level.  Graham was also on the international coaches panel, England team staff and had one swimmer at the 1992 Olympics.

Graham does manage the odd weekend away with his wife Mandy and two children, Alex (13) and Leigh (9).  He’s also making an effort to improve his own golf after seeing the experts close up at last year’s Seve Trophy at Wynyard Golf Club.

So when you next come along to one of Stockton Council’s fabulous public events, remember Graham and his team’s work and preparation that has gone into it.

Democratic information goes online
Finding out about Stockton Council’s decisions, meeting agendas and reports will soon be just a few clicks of a computer mouse away.

From next month Stockton Council launches E-Genda from its home page at www.stockton.gov.uk allowing anyone to view online all public agendas, reports and minutes of the Council, as well as decisions by officers.

Before this new facility, those wishing to find out about decisions that may affect them had to telephone the Council or visit its offices or libraries to see printed copies of information.

E-Genda will be a one-stop link to democratic information in Stockton Borough.  It will also include Councillors’ contact details, membership of committees as for a host of outside organisations on which the Council is represented.

And if you’re interested in a particular topic, you’ll be able to sign up to Topic Alerting Registration.  This will enable people to register their email address and a password to receive email alerts from the Council about topics they have specified.

Once these topics appear in a report, agenda, minutes, officer decision record or the Council’s Forward Plan, an email will alert them to the fact.  Then they can access that information and, if they wish, become more involved in the decision.

Not everyone has their own access to the web, of course.  So each branch library in the Borough and offers internet access, and hard copy information will still be available from these and Council offices.

For more information on E-Genda contact Nigel Hart on (01642) 526193 or email nigel.hart@stockton.gov.uk 

Don’t Delay in seeking advice
A new advice campaign is urging Borough residents to ease their problems by seeking help and advice before they become too much to handle.  
“Don’t Delay” is a campaign run by The Stockton Advice and Information Service to raise awareness of the different help and advice available on issues such as debt, employment, housing and community care.
The campaign message is – if someone has a problem they should seek advice immediately, as delays not only make it harder to solve, they can also cost more money and affect your health and wellbeing through stress and anxiety.
Jenifer Goodwill, Community Legal Education Worker at the Advice Service, said:  “So many of the problems we deal with could have been sorted out a lot quicker and easier if people had come to us sooner.”
Debt is the first subject covered in the campaign, with a self-help pack of information to help people regain control of their budgets and a standard letter which can be sent to creditors.
Information is available from any suitably qualified or experienced advice service, such as the Community Legal Service.  To find your nearest quality marked service, call at the Stockton Advice Service on Bath Lane, Stockton, or go to www.clsdirect.org.uk 
Don’t waste your energy!

Simple energy saving measures such as draught proofing and insulation could save the average home up to £250 a year on fuel bills.

A free home energy check from the Energy Saving Trust’s Advice Centre in Billingham will tell you how much energy and money you are wasting. 

In the North East alone, there are up to 500,000 unfilled cavity walls, yet many people are surprised that nearly half of the heat lost is through the loft space and walls.  In fact, an un-insulated home loses around 33 percent more heat through the walls.

Cavity wall insulation is one of the most cost-effective energy saving measures, helping cut heat loss by some 60 per cent, saving households up to £120 a year on fuel bills. 

David Lacey, Director of the Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre, urges homeowners to act.  He said:  “By completing a free home energy check, not only will you find out how much energy you could be saving, you’ll also find out how much money you could save on fuel bills.

“Once we've analysed your information, you’ll receive a personalised report based on your home and circumstances, listing all the ways you can reduce your energy consumption and save on fuel bills. “

Give your home a check-up today – you can complete a home energy questionnaire by calling the freephone number 0800 512 012 or online at www.est.org.uk/myhome 

Earthquake appeal

Stockton Council employees have collected more than £2,200 – plus a mountain of tents, bedding and other equipment – to help people in Kashmir rebuild their lives after last year’s earthquake, which will go towards some £90,000 so far gathered by Mosques across the Tees Valley.

April should see construction of the first new homes on recently purchased land in an area called Sehunta.  If these are successful, a team led by Teesside University civil engineer Dr Steve Bloomer and David Kitchen, of David Kitchen Associates, Stockton, will travel to the site in June to get a larger construction project under way.  It is eventually intended to rename the area the Stockton Valley. 

The project is looking for bricklayers, plasterers, joiners, electricians and other volunteer craftsmen to help the rebuilding project during June.  If you are interested, please call Mohammed Riaz on 07762 234788.

You can still donate to the Pakistan Earthquake Relief Fund at Lloyds TSB, High Street, Stockton, sort code 38-90-13, account number 01552016.

