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Railway fence panel

A new Riverside decorative fence panel marks Stockton’s railway heritage.  Designed and manufactured to resemble George Stephenson’s world famous ‘Locomotion’, the bespoke fence panel joins benches and tables installed along the Riverside last summer.  It was designed and manufactured by artist blacksmiths P Johnson & Co with funding from Interreg IIIB Watercities International and Stockton Council.

Read about Thornaby’s history 

A book chronicling the history of Thornaby-on-Tees uses more than 90 photographs to illustrate the area’s past.

Titled ‘Thornaby-on-Tees in the Past’ the book was produced by Stockton-on-Tees Local History Group, with assistance from Stockton Council’s Museum Service.

Thornaby Village was a small Viking settlement.  In 1825, a mile and a half away, a new town called South Stockton was established, where the ironworks and shipyards were based.  In 1892, the two places joined together to become Thornaby-on-Tees.

Susan McLaurin, who has worked on the book, said:  “We produce Stockton-on-Tees Local History Journal twice a year and the Thornaby book started because several members of the local history group had worked at Head Wrightson engineering works at Thornaby and we started to find out more and more about the town.

“This new book has chapters on housing and transport as well as the ironworks and shipyards.”

The first print of the book has sold out but a new run has been delivered.  Copies cost £6.50 plus £1.50 post and package – for details call Susan McLaurin on (01642) 710838.

Spitfire marks Thornaby’s wartime past

Thornaby’s aeronautical past will be celebrated thanks to a £50,000 Heritage Lottery Fund grant, funding various activities to enable the local community to find out more about the town’s aviation history.

The project will focus around a full-size Spitfire model at the roundabout where Thornaby Road meets Bader Avenue.  It will highlight the role RAF Thornaby played in World War II.  Although Thornaby was home to Anson and Hudson aircraft, Spitfires regularly flew from the base on detachment.

The project will also include family learning classes and a local history course, a play involving Bader Primary School and self-guided walks, bringing the history of RAF Thornaby to life.

The lottery bid was made jointly by Thornaby Town Council, Stockton Council, Thornaby Memorial Aerodrome Committee and Cleveland Aircrew Association.  The picture shows an impression of how the roundabout will look when the Spitfire replica is installed in Spring 2007; the finished version will have the ‘classic’ pointed wingtips.

Sporting achievements recognised

Middlesbrough FC manager Steve McClaren lent his support by presenting sporting awards to elite and talented young people from across the Tees Valley at an annual ceremony Billingham’s Northfield School and Specialist Sports College.  Some of the winners pictured with Steve McClaren are table tennis playing Northfield pupils (l to r) Danielle Horsley, Katie Burge, Lauren Parfitt and Rebecca Lavelle.

Stockton Council has kept its place amongst the country's top performing local authorities, despite a new, tougher test set by Government inspectors the Audit Commission.

The Council has earned the top rating – four stars – in the nationwide Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA) for 2005.  And, says the Commission, it is improving well.

Public satisfaction with the authority is high, the Commission’s report says, with most targets being met and services improving in most priority areas.  Value for money is good and efficiency gains are being achieved.

The Council has pledged to continue its drive for excellence in public services.  Praising Councillors, employees and the authority’s many partners for their part in the achievement, Chief Executive George Garlick said:  “The Government made it clear that this year’s CPA would be a much harder test for councils, so to pass with flying colours is a tremendous achievement.

“It will be a challenge to maintain our four star rating but in Stockton we have a strong commitment to continuous improvement, and the CPA result certainly shows we are travelling in the right direction.

“I am very pleased at the recognition for our achievements in education, health, regeneration and other services, along with our drive to place our customers first.”

This year the Government introduced new criteria to the CPA, which compares councils’ performance across England.  These recognise the public’s rising expectations of local government and are designed to encourage continuous improvement in services.

Twice under the old system, Stockton had earned the highest classification – then known as 'Excellent'.

What the Audit Commission says about Stockton Council:

· Robust plans are in place with the ability to secure sustained improvements in services

· Education achievement is increasing

· ‘Care For Your Area’ environmental services continue to be low cost, high standard and award winning and that the Council 'makes an effective contribution towards wider community outcomes’

· the number of child protection registrations has reduced and support for individual children is more effective

· together with the Primary Care Trust, the Council has improved health outcomes for older people

· more homes are decent, benefit processing times have been reduced

· leisure facilities and open spaces have improved

· there is a substantial regeneration programme delivering environmental and economic improvements

The Council received further praise when an auditor's report gave it a clean bill of performance and financial health in an independent assessment.

Presenting the findings of the Audit Commission's Annual Audit and Inspection letter to the Council's Cabinet, District Auditor Steve Nicklin said the authority has a sound financial position and performs well in most areas of financial management.

Congratulating the authority on its rating, he said the Council provides good value for money.

Sue’s our new Town Centre Manager

We’re delighted to welcome Sue Burgess on board as Stockton’s new Town Centre Manager.

Sue, who hails from Ripon, brings a wealth of experience, having previously worked in the public and private sectors.  Most recently she worked as a senior regeneration consultant for a company in Leeds and, before that, as Principal Economic Development Officer with North Yorkshire County Council. 

Sue said:  “This is an exciting time for the whole Tees Valley in regeneration terms.  I believe Stockton town centre can really benefit from this if we all pull together to make things happen.”

Taking stock of open spaces

Is there an open space near your home?

Over the last 18 months the Council has been taking stock of these areas across the Borough in an Open Space Audit as part of the development of a Local Development Framework.

Council officers have visited and assessed more than a thousand sites to gain a comprehensive picture of open space provision.  

The project’s next stage will take the form of widespread public consultation in the early summer.  This will help determine local standards for the quantity and quality of open space required to meet the needs of the Borough’s residents, current and future.

Andrew McMillan, a planning officer with Stockton Council, said:  “We want to ensure that we include all open spaces in the audit and establish their current use.  To do that, we are keen to include everyone who has an interest in these open spaces.

“We are asking you to become involved by checking our study to ensure we have included all the open spaces you use.”

At the end of the consultation, work will begin to establish new local standards for open space provision over the next 6 to 12 months.

These will not only help the Council to improve and develop open spaces, they will also inform planning policy and enable the Council to formulate more effective management programmes - grass cutting and lighting, for example.

Watch out for details of the audit of current sites in local press.  They are also available in all the Borough’s libraries, in the Council’s Planning Reception, Gloucester House, Church Road, Stockton, and on the Council’s website at www.stockton.gov.uk/openspace or by calling Andrew McMillan on (01642) 526056. 

Their ship came in
The PictureStockton website made Christmas a bit special for one seadog last year.
Karen Smith and her boyfriend Neil Philp were planning a present with a difference for Neil’s father, a retired seaman now living in Glasgow, and decided to create a photograph album of all of the vessels Neil’s father had served in.
After exhausting many avenues including contacting numerous maritime organisations, they managed to acquire pictures of every ship but one – the Gulf Dane, which was built at the Furness Yard on the Tees.  
After searching the Internet for any possible source of images of the vessel, they found what they were looking for on the PictureStockton website.  
Contacting Stockton Council they were put in touch with Barbara Baker at the library service, who was able to re-scan the images and send them off to in time.  
If Karen was delighted, her boyfriend’s dad was ‘over the moon’.  She said:  “Neil’s dad was absolutely thrilled with the album and said it was his best present ever!”
Visit this brilliant site at www.picture.stockton.gov.uk
Top quality for Trading Standards

Stockton Council’s Trading Standards Consumer Advice Centre has earned national recognition by becoming the country’s third centre of its kind to earn the Government’s Specialist Quality Mark.
The centre, in the Central Library on Church Road, offers free advice on problems relating to the supply of consumer goods and services and handles more than 8,000 enquiries each year.
You can also obtain advice by calling (01642) 527939, by email on trading.standards@stockton.gov.uk or from our website at www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/stockton 
UNITE

Having problems with neighbours?  You can take advantage of the free, confidential and independent mediation service UNITE for help with neighbour disputes such as noise, pets, litter and anti-social behaviour.  A mediator will help parties work together and explore all options before deciding on an agreement acceptable to everyone. To find out more, call UNITE on (01642) 311633.
What’s On 
April/ May/ June 2006
Exhibitions

Preston Hall Museum, tel: (01642) 781184

Until 9 April

Wife Swap – back to the 1950s

Until 22 April

Heavisides part 2 – Rambles by the River Tees

Focus Gallery @Green Dragon Studios, tel: (01642) 527982

29 April – 3 June

Walker Evans, national tour 

10 June – 5 August

Focus Photography Competition

Billingham Art Gallery, tel: (01642) 527911

27 May – 8 July

Wrexham International Print Exhibition

April

1 April –20 May

Natural Rhythms

Exhibition by Kathryn Wakeman & Carol Alevroyianni, Billingham Art Gallery, tel: (01642) 5527911

5 April 

Books & Banter

Every Wednesday 10:30am – 12noon, Stockton Central Library, tel: (01642) 526521

5 April

North, South, East, West 

Doug Worton Slide Show, Norton Library, 3pm, Tel: (01642) 528019

7 April
What's Up in the Night Sky?

Wynyard Woodland Park Planetarium, 7:30pm, tel: (01740) 630544
8 - 22 April

Lambing Fortnight

Clarences Community Farm, tel: (01642) 391975

9 April

Tees Bridge/Haverton Loop

Gentle ride along the Tees, 5 or 11 miles, start Tees Barrage 1:30pm, tel: (01642) 526735/6

9 April

History Walk

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 2-4pm, tel: (01642) 397609

10 April

High St Family Activity

Historic activity trail in Stockton High Street & Town Hall tour, 10am-1pm, tel: (01642) 526185

Build a Space Shuttle

Wynyard Planetarium, 1:30-3:30pm, 7-12 year-olds, tel: (01740) 630544

SPARK

Bishopton Road West - Easter Art Activity for 5yrs+ under 8, booking essential, tel: (01642) 612802

10-14 April

Mobile Skate Park

For skaters/BMX, 10am-3pm, Stockton High Street, tel: (01642) 528805

10 - 21 April

Xplore Easter Holiday Activity

Sporting activities 3-16 year olds, tel: (01642) 526274

11 April

Crafty Easter Cards

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, 10:30am-12pm, tel: (01642) 415225

12 April

Easter Eggstravaganza

Egg painting, Wynyard Woodland Park, 2-4pm, tel: (01740) 630011

Town Hall Open Day

Find out the history and day to day workings of Stockton Town Hall, 1-3pm, tel: (01642) 526185

16 April

Friends of Ropner Park

Family fun, tel: (01642) 570641

17 - 21 April

Mobile Skate Park

Stockton High Street, 10am-3pm, tel: (01642) 528805

Energy and Power

Preston Park, 2-4pm, tel: (01642) 788907

19 April

Woodland Fairies and Elves

Wynyard Woodland Park, 10:30am-12:30pm, tel: (01740) 630011

20 April

Nature Maps

Preston Park, 10am-12pm & 2pm-4pm, tel: (01642) 788907

Puppet Lab present Funnybones by Janet and Allan Ahlberg

Preston Hall Ballroom, 2pm, tickets from TIC, Stockton Library
21 April

Who is the first Martian?

Wynyard Woodland Park Planetarium, 7:30pm, tel: (01740) 630544

Shaping Health – The Patients Forum

Shelia Sutherland talks about health by becoming a Critical Friend, Norton Library, 2pm, tel: (01642) 528019

23 April

Water voles at Cowpen Bewley

10:30am-12:30pm, tel: (01642) 415225

25-29 April

What the Butler Shaw 
Black comedy by Joe Orton from the Billingham Players, Theatre Upstairs, Belasis Avenue, tel: (01642) 551981

30 April

Spring Ramble

Preston Park, 10am-3pm, tel: (01642) 788907

Meet the Mole

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 10am-12noon, tel: (01642) 397609

May

1 May

Barrage and Back

Forest Mobility Events, scooters limited, 11am-2:30pm, tel: (01642) 300716

3 May

Behind the Scenes at Preston Hall

With Julian Herbert, Norton Library, 3pm, tel: (01642) 528019

5 May

Bat Walk

Preston Park, 8-10pm, tel: (01642) 788907

5-7 May

Teesside Garden Festival

Plants & garden accessories. Preston Park.  Admission  Friday £2 adults, £1.50 conc.; Sat/Sun £3.50 adults, £2.50 conc.  Children free.  Tel: 01406 490420

7 May

Conservation Task

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, 1-4pm, tel: (01642) 415225

Early Birds

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 7am start, tel: (01642) 397609

Myton Meander

10-mile ride to Tees Barrage, start Myton House Pub, Ingleby Barwick, 10am–1pm, tel: (01642) 526735/6

7 & 21 May

The Wonders of the Universe

Wynyard Woodland Park Planetarium, 3pm, tel: (01740) 630544

14 May

Dawn Chorus

Wynyard Woodland Park, 4:30-6:30am, tel: (01740) 630011

16 May

Wetlands to Waterfall Walk

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 10am-1:30pm, tel: (01642) 397609

19 May

Facial Surgery

Helping people through Facial Surger, by Richard Langford, Norton Library, 2pm, tel: (01642) 528019

20 May

Tees Regatta

Rowing for all ages and abilities, Tees Barrage to Princess of Wales Bridge, 9am – 6:30pm, tel: (01642) 628940

20 & 21 May

Getaway 2006

Outdoor activities, Scouts display, climbing wall, other attractions, tel: (01642) 527345
24 May

Summer Fayre

Hartburn Primary School, 6-8pm

27 & 28 May

Fins and Chrome

North East American Car Club show, Preston Park, 10am–5pm, admission  £2 adults, £1 conc, tel: (01642) 526185

29 May 

High St Family Activity

Historic activity trail in Stockton High Street & Town Hall tour 10am-1pm, tel: (01642) 526185

Spiders

Preston Park, 2-3:30pm, tel: (01642) 788907

Junior Bird Count

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 10am-12noon, tel: (01642) 397609

Make & Take art workshops
SPARK, Bishopton Road West, for 5yrs+ under 8, must book and be accompanied by adult, tel: (01642) 612802

30 May

Jeepers Creepers

Wynyard Woodland Park, 1:30-3:30pm, tel: (01740) 630011

31 May

Snap Happy

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, 10am 12noon, tel: (01642) 415225

Wildlife Detectives

Preston Park, 2-4pm, tel: (01642) 788907

June

1 June

Build a Rocket

Wynyard Planetarium, 1:30-3:30pm, tel: (01740) 630544

Blubbery To Sea You

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, 10:30am-2:30pm, tel: (01642) 415225

4 June

Mayor’s Sunday Parade

Stockton High Street, from 10am, tel: (01642) 526193

Wild Flower Foraging

Preston Park, 10am-12noon, tel: (01642) 788907

4 & 18 June

Wonders of the Universe

Wynyard Woodland Park Planetarium, 3pm, tel: (01740) 630544

5-11 June

The BIG Recycle 

Do your bit for the environment across the borough, tel  (01642) 527184

7 June

My Acting Life

Life as a thespian, by Ray Amer, Norton Library, 2pm, tel: (01642) 528019

11 June

Music in the Park

Billingham Silver Band, Ropner Park, 2-4pm, tel: (01642) 527345

Astronomical Photography

Wynyard Planetarium, 2-4:30pm, tel: (01740) 630544

14 June

Wynyard Wander

Forest Mobility Events, scooters limited, 1-4pm, tel: (01642) 300716

15 June

Trail Race

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, register 6:15pm, tel: (01642) 415225

16 June
My life and How I got there

Talk on visual impairment, Norton Library, 2pm, tel: (01642) 528019

18 June

Balancing Bugs

Preston Park, 10am-12:30pm, tel: (01642) 788907

Railway Run

Ride along the old Castle Eden railway, 12 or 26 miles, from Wynyard Woodland Park, tel: (01642) 526735/6

Party in Village Park

Family Fun in Thornaby Village Park, tel: (01642) 608316

Beginner’s Guide to Trees

Billingham Beck Valley Country Park, 1-3pm, tel: (01642) 397609

21 June

Tees Bridges

5 miles – Easy lunch time ride on riverside paths, start Municipal Bldgs, 12:30pm, tel: (01642) 526735/6

Midsummer Ride 

Discover Celts, Romans, Saxon, Vikings, start Tees Barrage, 7-9pm, tel: (01642) 526735/6

23 June 
Avison Ensemble - Mozarts Piano

Preston Hall Ballroom, 7.15pm, tickets £10/£8 Conc. from TIC, Stockton Library
24 & 25 June

25th Fire Engine &Vintage Car Rally 

Historic Vehicle Rally, Preston Park, 11am-5pm, free parking + park & ride, admission £2.50 (£1.50 conc.), or £6 for family ticket (2 adults + 2 children or 1 adult + 3 children) in advance call (01642) 527346/5/4 or email events@stockton.gov.uk
25 June

Friends of Ropner Park

All day family Summer fun, Ropner Park, tel: (01642) 570641

Round and About

Wynyard Woodland Park, 10am-3pm, tel: (01740) 603311

Stockton Circular

10 mile ride, start Municipal Bldgs, 10am-1pm, tel: (01642) 526735/6

27–1 July

Cider with Rosie

 Theatre Upstairs, Belasis Avenue, tel: (01642) 551981

28 June

Town Hall Open Day

Stockton Town Hall, 9:30am-12noon,tel: (01642) 526185

