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A J Finel  1944-2006
One of the Borough’s longest serving former headteachers sadly passed away in January.
John Finel gave 23 years of outstanding service to the young people of Billingham and their families, first as headteacher of Brunner School then of Billingham Campus School from 1977 until his retirement in 2000.
He put into practice his belief that every young person should have the best opportunity to excel and to develop their talents and strengths.  The success of Billingham Campus School and its pupils is a fitting tribute to someone who, over 23 years, made a significant contribution to education in the area. 
A SMART Award is a great reward

Good deeds, hard work, bravery and team work will all have their reward with this year’s SMART Awards.

The SMART – Stockton Mayor’s Achievement Recognition Trophy – awards recognise the positive hard work and effort of young people across Stockton Borough in schoolwork, sport, their communities and everyday life.

Sponsored by TFM Radio, they are run by Stockton Council’s Youth Service together with a panel of young people who also choose the winners of the ten categories. 

Nominations are coming in from friends, parents and teachers of teenagers, so there’s still the chance to nominate someone you know.

Every person nominated receives a certificate to mark their achievements at a special ceremony next month.  Winners of each category receive a trophy to keep by the organisations and businesses which sponsor the individual awards.

Most of the awards are not about being the best at something but about the effort made or achievement reached under particular circumstances.

This year’s awards include community work, educational achievement, educational effort, bravery to overcome a challenge, sport and an exceptional award to a child of primary school age.

Nomination forms are in schools, libraries and youth centres.  You can also nominate online at www.stockton.gov.uk/smart or contact Stockton Council’s Youth Service on (01642) 526398 and they’ll send a form to you.

Borough's primary schools are top class

The Borough's primary schools came top of the north east class in 2005, Government figures for 11-year-olds show.

 Stockton’s performance rose sharply over the year, with 81 per cent achieving Level 4 or better in English (up from 77 per cent in 2004), 80 per cent in mathematics (77 per cent in 2004) and 89 per cent in science (87 per cent in 2004).  Nationally, results rose by just 1 per cent in English and maths, with science unchanged.

Children's achievement in Stockton has improved in each of the last four years, placing Stockton 8th out of the 150 English education authorities for sustained improvement at Key Stage 2.

At Level 5, the higher achievement level, Stockton schools also exceeded national averages in all three core subjects, again placing the Borough best in the North East.

Mill Lane Primary School in Stockton was the only Tees Valley school in the top 100 nationally for continuous improvement over four years.


Julia Morrison, the Council's Head of School Effectiveness, says the results are well-deserved and show how the strong partnership between schools and the Council helps achieve the best for children.

"It's all about sharing good practice and bringing schools together to benefit from learning networks,” she said.

"We have a strong focus on creativity and enjoyment in achieving excellence and put children at the centre of learning. We recognise that they learn in different ways and we work with teachers to explore a range of teaching styles."

Fostering challenge

Looking after your own children can be a challenge, but looking after someone else’s can be even more so.

If you think you could take up that challenge, then read on.

Stockton Council’s Child Placement Team is looking for people with experience of working with children to become foster carers on its TASK scheme, caring for children and young people with challenging behaviour.

TASK – which stands for Theraputic, Assessment, Support for Kids – is foster care with a difference.  The youngsters who need places come from a variety of backgrounds and may have had little consistency in their home life.  Because of these difficult experiences, many may be emotionally and psychologically affected.

Foster caring is rewarding in itself but the TASK scheme offers higher financial rewards than those of other foster care schemes.

The fee is around £350 per week and, with allowances, it could add up to around £25,000 a year.

Jackie Ward, Stockton Council’s Child Placement Team Manager, said:  “Looking after any child or young person can be a difficult task, even if they are your own.  The foster carers we’re looking to recruit to the TASK fostering scheme need to be special.

“We make no bones about it, these youngsters will be challenging, but we will be giving our full support and no-one is left on their own.”

Pictured is Phyllis Robinson, who has been fostering for 30 years.  Phyllis not only had three children of her own and a number of fostered children, she is also an adoptive parent.

The longest time Phyllis fostered a child was four and a half years and there have been others in cases of emergency – for example where she was called on to look after a child for just one night.

She would say fostering isn’t necessarily easy, as both love and sanctions go together when looking after children.  In Phyllis’s experience she knows that every child is an individual and has come to her with individual problems that had to be dealt with.

Phyllis said: “All children are different and have their own backgrounds. There are never two the same, so it depends on the child as to how you deal with them.  But a lot of love as well as boundaries do go very much hand in hand.”

If you would like to know more, please pick up the telephone for an informal chat with a member of staff from the Child Placement Team on (01642) 526218.  They would love to hear from you.

New look for St Gregory’s

Children at St Gregory’s Roman Catholic Primary School have moved into their newly built school.

Staff and pupils are delighted by the new building, whose eight classrooms can take 210 pupils, plus 26 children in the nursery.

The school, in Roseworth and building commenced in July 2004.

Head teacher Peter Mackie said:  “The school is truly state-of-the-art, with the centre of the building housing a round ICT suite with big plasma screens to allow the teacher to show the children what he or she is doing.  There are 30 laptops so there is a computer for every child.”

It’s high hopes for Abbey Hill

Students are blossoming in their new college accommodation at Abbey Hill Special School and Specialist Technology College.

Hopes are high that it won’t just be the students that bloom as a new polytunnel is allowing the school to expand into the field of horticulture, with plans to start producing prize-winning plants from the site at Hardwick, Stockton.

The new Sheraton Building, for students aged 16 to 19, opened its doors for study in January with a health and beauty salon, accommodation for life skills such as healthy cooking and hygiene, a music and drama studio, art room and science room, all with the most up to date technology.

The building replaces the former temporary classrooms for over-16s at Norton and brings the college base onto the main Abbey Hill site in Ketton Road.

Head Teacher Mike Vening said:  “This has been a really optimistic development with wonderful potential.  A lot of young people at this school stay on and do their GCSEs and gain other qualifications with us but the new building will hopefully encourage even more to stay on.

“We hope the horticultural aspect of the new building will, not this season but next, allow students the chance to present their produce at horticultural shows and perhaps win prizes.  We want to engage the young people in growing and looking after their own food needs as an enjoyable and flexible use of their time.”

The building cost around £2.5 million, of which the school had to raise £250,000.

The Sheraton Building is now the third on the site, alongside the main school and the Abbey Hill Community Resource Centre, which is used by the community.  There are now plans for over-19 students to continue their education on the site with the help of tutors from the Riverside College in the future.

Newtown kids creating space

A group of 8- to 12-year-olds worked tirelessly to help create a beautiful woodland garden in the grounds of the Newtown Community Resource Centre, on Stockton’s Durham Road.

Part of the Write to Read’s ‘Growing Together’ project, the group has met every Thursday evening since August to design and create the striking woodland space, complete with decking and ornate benches around an old oak tree in the centre’s grounds. 

With a little help from parents, they used an incredible range of skills, researching woodland plants on the internet, using art and craft in the garden design, handling tools in building decking and ornate benches and cutting, painting and varnishing the artwork on the benches. 

Project Leader Lynn Miller said:  “The kids have been amazing in working together to create something special, often through dark winter evenings in all weathers, digging and planting.  The result is a wonderful space in the centre of the Newtown community which residents will be able to enjoy throughout the year.”

One of the young people who took part, 10-year-old Charlie Ions-Smith, said:  “It was really hard work.  It was cold and wet sometimes and we got very muddy, but it was really good fun and we learned loads about gardening, craft, woodwork and how to use tools safely.” 

On the crest of a wavedance

Children with special needs are joining in fun workshops in movement, music and drama, thanks to the Wavedance project.
Three professional artists from the FATHoM Art Collective lead the workshops at Preston Hall Museum.  Each week, school children from Abbey Hill School and Technology College join other families and children with special needs living in the Borough to use the buildings, exhibitions, objects and artwork at the Museum as inspiration for music, theatre and dance.
To find out how you can take part in the Wavedance project, call (01642) 528842 or email marian.jones@stockton.gov.uk
Garden of Remembrance

Plans for a Remembrance Garden at Billingham Campus School could take a leap forward if bids succeed for funding from Awards for All and Young Roots.  

Stockton Council and Tees Valley Wildlife Trust are working together to help the school gain the funding. 

Already local companies B & Q, Polar Windows and Cleveland Car Systems have pledged support and Stockton Council’s horticultural services are donating their labour, free of charge. 

Although the school’s Parent Teacher Association and Governors have raised more than £2,000, there’s still a long way to go to the £17,200 target and they are keen to secure more funding from local businesses or sponsorship.

Pupils have created design ideas for a special area to commemorate pupils and teachers who lost their lives whilst still part of the school community.  The garden’s structure will incorporate aspects of the interests and personalities of those being commemorated. 

There will also be a wildlife and sensory area, an outdoor classroom and small performance area as well as pupils’ artworks including murals and sculpture.

The school is also producing a Book of Remembrance, where friends and relatives can record messages.  

Detailed plans drawn up from these ideas will be put forward in the funding bid for the scheme.  Donations are welcomed to buy plants for the Garden.

To offer help or find out more about this project, please call Victoria Abbs at the school on (01642) 560947 or Sarah Edwards at Stockton Council on (01642) 526875.

PRAISE for The Norton School

PRAISE –  which stands for progressive, respective, aspirational, inclusive, successful and enjoyable – is the motto at the heart of success for the Norton School, now awarded Specialist Humanities College status for English, geography and drama.

To achieve the status, the school had to raise a whopping £50,000.  Teesside Community Trust gave them a £30,000 kick-start and support from local businesses included a very generous £10,000 donation from Devereux of Cleveland.

Staff and pupils raised money with non-uniform days, raffles and a box for loose change in the office.  Staff rallied and organised a Race Night, some students bag-packed while others busked outside supermarkets.

Headteacher Paul Wray said:  “We are delighted with the news that we have achieved Specialist Humanities College Status which will allow us to develop further the provision we make for our young people and allow them to continue to be successful.

“This, in turn, will support them for the future to take on the challenges that further education and employment have to offer – equipping them for the rest of their lives.  We are very grateful to everyone for their hard work and donations for this very special cause.” 

Quality teacher training

A Stockton Council programme providing employment based teacher training has earned national accreditation from the Training and Development Agency, recognising the quality of its course. 
SEAL lists Stockton events

If you’re thinking of starting up a new club or group, a new website could help.   
The SEAL (Stockton Events & Activities Listing) website contains a list of local activities and events aimed at children and young people aged 5 and over. 
Developed by Stockton Council, the site details more than 500 activities at over 200 venues.  Visitors simply enter the postcode or address where they want to start up a club, group, activity or event and find out what is around already.
SEAL is funded by the Neighbourhood Renewal Unit through Stockton Renaissance.  You can find it at www.seal.stockton.gov.uk or for more details contact Lesley King on (01642) 526483 or e-mail lesley.king@stockton.gov.uk
· Stockton Council’s main website also lists many local events – visit www.stockton.gov.uk/events
Teacher agency’s future plans 

KeyStage Recruitment, a teacher agency, is planning to launch a second office after its success at Stockton Business Centre.

Julie Richardson launched KeyStage Recruitment last September.  She has been able to use the Business Centre’s facilities to train groups of teachers using state-of-the-art interactive technology and projectors.  The central base has also proved popular with teachers who want to just call in. 

She has built her business by listening to feedback from schools and teachers and now she is planning to open a second office to offer help to more schools.

Working together for all the children

Stockton’s Children’s Trust brings together organisations across the Borough providing services for children and young people, parents and carers.

The Children’s Trust is an umbrella forum, drawing together organisations such as hospitals, schools, police, social services and community and voluntary groups, to work together and provide a cohesive service for children. At its heart is Stockton Council, the lead organisation.

Launched last month, the Children’s Trust takes an overview of everything that is provided for children in Stockton Borough and will drive forward improvements.

There won’t be immediate changes in the services children, young people and parents receive on a daily basis. But, as the Children’s Trust works to develop its vision for children’s services, parents and carers can expect better and more services to meet their needs.

By integrating services and sharing relevant information with the understanding of parents and carers, it is planned that people would only need to explain their situation once to one lead professional who would then share that information with those other services that need to know to provide useful assistance.

Improvements may not appear overnight but the commitment of every organisation and everyone involved in the Children’s Trust is to make services better and more easily accessible for all the children who need them.

Local authorities across the country are expected to set up Children’s Trusts in their areas by April 2006.  Stockton’s Children’s Trust will meet quarterly and its meetings will be open to the public in order to allow ease of feedback from the public, community and voluntary organisations.

Adult learners celebrate success

24 adult learners across the Borough have been celebrating their “excellent” success after completing their NVQ Teaching Assistant level three qualification.

Stockton Council’s Adult Education Service is one of only two education authorities in the country to offer this vocational training for non-teaching staff in schools and an external verifier judged the portfolios created by the candidates to be ‘excellent’.

“This is a great achievement for these learners and I would like to congratulate everyone for their success on behalf of everyone in adult education,” said Angela Featherstone, NVQ Coordinator for Stockton Council.

· Are you interested in working towards an NVQ?  Call Stockton Council’s Adult Education Service on (01642) 528818.

