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Bands help young people remember

Young people handed over £350 to the British Legion after selling red awareness bands to their friends.

The teenagers, who were part of Stockton Youth Service’s Learn to Remember project, hit upon the idea of the popular awareness bands after they found some young people no longer bought poppies because they felt it had no meaning for them.

The bands, with the word “Remember” embossed on them, were sold for a donation of up to £1 with all the proceeds going to the British Legion.

The Learn to Remember project, funded by the Big Lottery Fund’s Their Past Your Future scheme, was designed to highlight the importance of remembering World War Two. 

The young people from Stockton met many elderly people who lived through the war and listened to their stories as part of their project.

Billingham pupils make their Mark

Youngsters from St Michael’s School in Billingham finished third in a national business competition.  In the finals of Yell’s Make Your Mark Challenge, pupils had to develop a new drink then pitch their marketing ideas for it to an ‘X-factor’ style judging panel.  A West Sussex school won the £1,000 first prize.
Curators of the future

Would you like to explore a museum’s history and create your own exhibition for public display?

Youngsters from Junction Farm Primary School have, by joining a Museum Club that visits Preston Hall Museum one day a week after school.

And the club is so popular that other schools will have the chance to set up their own clubs.

The children have already explored the museum’s history, toured the buildings and come face to face with real museum objects.

They’ve found out about the families who lived in Preston Hall before it became a museum and are now creating their own artwork inspired by the museum’s collection.  Then they’ll turn curator and use their artwork to create their own exhibition to be displayed to visitors inside the museum.

“It’s been fantastic and very popular,” said Ruth Millett, Stockton Council’s Cultural Entitlement Education Assistant.

“So much so that we already have schools lined up to join future clubs.  I think it’s down to the really cool and interesting objects we have and activities such as photography, collage and painting.”

If your school is interested in offering pupils this exciting opportunity, or to find out more about other programmes, contact Ruth Millett on (01642) 527820 or email ruth.millet@stockton.gov.uk 

Jackson cares for his area

Waste conscious schoolboy Jackson Pickering met a special visitor when Freda the Frog, Stockton Council’s recycling mascot, arrived to present him with a certificate.

Jackson, 11, had contacted the Council’s Care For Your Area team to ask how his area was being kept tidy.  His letter was passed on to Freda, who was impressed that Jackson cares so much for the place where he lives.

So Freda visited him at Priors Mill School, Billingham, where Jackson is a pupil, and presented him with a certificate to thank him for his interest and being so aware of his surroundings.

Making movies for fun

A group of pupils from Grangefield School in Stockton have been making animated movies in their spare time.

A selection of their work was screened on in March at a special event at the University of Teesside, in Middlesbrough, organised by the Royal Television Society to celebrate the achievements of young video makers from around the North East. 

The animation sessions were developed and led by the Neighbourhood Management Pathfinder Education Intervention, which organises a wide range of learning activities to support schools and local communities in central Stockton. 

Participants used their favourite cartoons as inspiration to help create their own original characters, such as Badboy Badger, star of one of their movies.  They also wrote their own story lines and designed film sets before shooting and editing their work at Teesside City Learning Centre in Stockton.

A team of student volunteers from Stockton Sixth Form College joined in to help motivate and inspire the younger participants, who are all aged between 11 and 13.  Everyone involved had fun and developed their design and computing skills in the process.

For details of the Education Intervention’s activities, or the Royal Television Society Showcase, call Andrew Joyce, Stockton Council’s Community Education Co-ordinator, on  (01642) 527734.
Pupils Denimstrate their creativity

Youngsters from two Stockton schools explored their creative and literary sides when they took part in the Write to Read ‘Denimstrate’ project.
Year 9 pupils from Grangefield School worked with those from Year 6 at The Oak Tree School and poet Bob Beagrie to write about issues which affect them, in the Neighbourhood Renewal Funded project.  Topics included bullying, drugs, smoking cessation and the work of various charities.
They also held a fashion show at Grangefield School in December raising £250 for Jeans for Genes and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).
In another project, Year 8 Grangefield students teamed up with Year 5 and 6 pupils from Oxbridge School and adult learners from the Write to Read Artability group during a trip to Durham.  The youngsters and adults visited the city’s ancient Cathedral with photographer Robert Cooper, using digital cameras to record their experience.
Participants then worked with poet Bob Beagrie to create poetry describing their feelings on the trip, which has been turned into an exhibition, ‘Awe and Wonder’, at ARC on Dovecot Street, Stockton. 
Bright Sparks

This competition is a big mix-up

The big play-off is almost here for the young people with the best mixing skills.

This month, young people from each of the youth services run by Councils across the Tees Valley will go head to head in a final showdown at Yarm’s Tall Trees Hotel as they battle to be chosen as the best mixer.

And for the winner, a dream gig – their very own 60 minute live slot on Galaxy Radio 105/6fm.

Across the Tees Valley young people aged 13 to 19 have been taking part in workshops to improve or even discover their mixing skills.

At Stockton’s workshop, Urban Kaos gave a demonstration of street dance, the Teesside Mohawks were encouraging the teenagers to try basketball and there was advice on healthy eating, drugs, sexual health and smoking.

Marc Mason, Stockton Council’s Manager for Community Education, said:  “This event has given us a chance to reach young people with something that is current and catches their imagination.  The workshop proved very popular and some real mixing talent has emerged.”

Young linguist scoops national prize

10-year-old Hayley Richardson of Holy Trinity C of E School, Stockton, scooped a national schools language award – the EuroTalk Junior Language Challenge – after learning how to speak three languages using EuroTalk software supplied by World Languages North-East.  Well done to Hayley for beating more than 3,000 pupils from 300 primary schools across the UK to win a holiday in Malawi.

Young musicians off to a festival

Young musicians from across the Tees Valley took part in the Music for Youth Festival’s regional finals at various venues in February.  Four groups from Tees Valley Music Service –  Billingham Jazz Ensemble, Clarimania, Take Four and Tees Valley Youth Ensemble – travelled to Wakefield to battle it out against other groups of young musicians nationwide.  Another eight groups – About Time, the Chamber Choir from the Village Primary School in Thornaby, three groups from Yarm Prep School and three other groups from the Tees Valley – were at Peterlee.  All will find out their results in May.  We hope to report on their success in the summer Stockton News.

